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DO! Tbe 


READER: 


GAwAs|| Treatife was the Requeft of a 
Kasei] Friend, that I would overlook an 
MIE old Book upon this Subject, prin- 

ted in ae ‘fames Vs Reign, and would put it 

into modern Exglifb, Which having undertaken, 

to avoid the Tedioufnefs of one continued Dil- 

courfe,without any manner of Divifion, [thought 

If neceffary to caft mine into feveral Parts, that 


at the End of each the Reader might have a. 


Breathing-time, and fo proceed to what fol- 
lows with the better Appetite, And ina little 
Time finding fome Text of Scripture not fa 
properly applied, as ought to.,have been, fome 
Things more largely int lifted upon than I ap- 
prehended_neceflary, and many on the other 


A 3 Hand, 


fews| HE firft Occafion of the enfuing 
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The PREFACE 


Hand that 1 judged requifite, not meddled with, 
I refolved to take a different Method, and to 
frame a Book, ‘the greateft Part whereof fhould 
be perfectly New, and the reft fo alrer'd and 
chang’d as that ir cannot be call’d the fame, 
Andif what ¥ have written may tend to God’s 
Glory, and the devout Reader’s Benefit, I fhall 
efteem my Time happily employ’d. 

The Confideration of Death and Eternity, 1s 
a Matter of that vaft Confequence, to all who 
know ‘they have immortal Souls to fave, tha 
whatever either tends to promote this, or may 
be ferviceable in order to the berter Effeét of 
it, can never be unfeafonable, elpecially when 
we cal] to mind, how exceedingly uncertain the 
‘Time of our Stay here is, infomuch that there 
is no Man living, who can be fure that he has 
an Hour more to live.. It wasan excellent Pe- 
tition of Mo/fes, or whofoever it was that.com- 
pofed the Ninetieth, Pfalm ; So teach us to num= 
ber our Days, asithat we may apply our Hearts 
unto Wifdom, Ver. 12. Nor is there any furer 
Courle to become wife to the beft Purpofes, 
the promoting God’s Glory, and our own ever- 
lafting Welfare, than by accuftoming our felves 
often to reflect upon, and ferioufly weigh with 
our felves, ‘the little Time we have to fpend 

~ here, and the immenfe Concern we have de: 
pending upon our good Improvement ofit ; nor 
any Folly in the World ‘comparable to theirs, 
who can we content to idle away their Time, 
and mifemploy themfelves, when for ought they 
know tothecontrary, thev may be fnatch’daway 
the next Moment; and fo being feized ee 4 
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to the READER. 


due Preparation for a better State, may be ign 
tenc’d to Depart into everlg fting Fire prepar’d 
for the Devil and his Angels. 

There isnone who is not continually liable 
to Sicknefs, and Death; and who ought nor 
therefore to be always farnith’d with Patience 
and Submiffion to the Divine Will, under the 
Former, and to be every Day in a Readinefs 
for the Other. And to afift the Chriftian 
Reader in order tothefe weighty Purpofes, that 
fo he may be Happy both here and hereafter, 
is the Defign of the following Tract. But then 
it is incumbent upon him, to apply what is 
faid in it to his own Soul; inafmuch as with- 
out this ic muft needs prove infignificant and 
ule'e&S ; the beft Advice that can be given in 
any Cafe, being ofno Advantage, where it is 
not attendedto. A Man may pleat fe himfelf 
with what he hears, or reads, and it may ferve 
him for Amufement and Diverfion ; but if this 
he all the Ule he makes of it, ‘he grofly de- 
ceives his own Soul, if he think however to be 
advantag’d by it. Such an oaeis but like the 
Man fpoken of by St. Fames, who * bcholding 
his natural Face ia a G laf, goeth away, and 
firaigtway for getteth what Manner of Max 
he was. The true End of Reading, is Im- 
provement. And whofoever therefore would 6¢ 
really benefited by what he reads, muft take 
Care to digeft it in his Thonght:,andthen to 
reduce it to Practice, and try to get his Life 
amended by j Ite 

E 5b James 5. 2 ty 
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The PREFACE 


Almighty God has + given us exceeding great 
and precious Promifes and will be fure to 
make them good in his due Time, if we do 
not fenfelefly incapacitate our felves for them, 
But then it is tobe remembred, that they are 
all Conditional, and there is no Hope of at- 
taining to them, but by partaking of the Di- 
vine Nature, and efcaping the Corruption which ts 
in the World through Luft. We mutt cleanfe and 
purify our felves and ferve God faithfully, * mith 
Reverence and Godly Fear, before wecan look 
upon our felyesto be interefted in his Favour, 
and intitled to the promifed Salvation. The 
Foundation, the Promife and Covenant of God, 
flandeth fure having this Seal, for the Con- 
formation of it on his Part, that the Lord know- 
eth, and will own them that are bis: Andon 
their Part, Let every one that nameth the Name 
of Chrif?, and pretends to be his Difciple and 
Servant, depart from all Iniquity. ‘This is the 
certain, and the only Way to pleafe God, and 
to be for ever Happy in the Enjoyment of 
him. And it is therefore every one’s indi- 
f{penfable Duty.to demean himfelf accordingly ; 
and not only when Death looks him in the 
Face, and he muft expect to be tranfled hence, 

-but throughout his whole Life; as he will un- 
doubtly be conyined when he comes to die, 
if not before. . 

And oh that Men were wife, that they under- 
flood this, that they would confider their lat 
ter End! ‘That they would be ferious, and in ears 


$2 St, Petei.4. *2Tim.2.19, 


nelt, , 


to the READER. | 
neft, and have thofe Thoughts, in their Health 
and Strength, which they ordinarily have when 
they come to die! Then they are apt to re- 
flect upon their paft Lives, with an unfeigned 
Sorrow and Regret, for not having made bet- 
ter Improvement of them. And if they had 
Ten thoufand Worlds at their Difpofal, thefe 
fhould all go to redeem that Time, which 


they had fo vainly {quander’d away. They 


will then find to their Sorrow and Shame, that 
to prepare themfelves for Heaven is not fo ealy 


a Task as they had imagin’d, but muft be a 


Work of Time and Pains, and ought indeed 
to have been the main Bufinefs of their whole 
Lives. Which being once granted, it is im- 
poffible to givea Reafon, why they fhould not 
all immediately fet about it, with the utmolt 
Diligence; that fince they have here no abid- 
ing City, they therefote never ceafe to feek one 
that is to come, ‘This is the great End of our 
living here; and the only Way that God has 
prefcrib’d, in order to a better Strate. And 
they who take a contrary Courfe, may infalli- 
bly depend upon it, that Death will open a 


frightful Scene to them, that will caufe them - 


to bethink themfelves when it is too late, and 
to condemn themfelves to all Eternity, for not 
having done it fooner. , 
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PICK MAN VISITED, 
‘AND 


Furnifh’'d with Instructions, MEepITA- 
Trons and Prayers, fuitable to his 
Condition, cc. 


Of this Life's Uncertainty. 


H! How true is the Saying 
“(>| of that holy Man Sob, that 

‘| faithful Servant of God, thae 
noble Pattern of an unwearied 
Patience and Refignation to 
the Divine Will? (a) Man 
that ws born of a Woman, & of few Days, and Full of 
Trouble. He cometh forth like a Flower, and is cut 
down: He fleeth alfo as a Shadow, and continueth not. 
How oft do we all experiment this Truth in others? 
And how foon may we poffibly do it in our felves? 


Theophilus. IBS 


It is not Two Days fince I faw our Friend Aiuhi«'s' , 


thanes, as to all Appearance in perfect Health, and 
as like to continue fo as any I know; yet now he 
fends his Servant for me to leave my Bufinefs and come 


(a) Job 14. 1, 2, 


> 


¢ 


2 This Life's Uncertainty. 
to him, becaufe he is very fick, and apprehends himfelf 


not like to live. Such is the Frailty of our prefent 


State, and the little Reafon we all have, to promife our 
félves any long Continuance in it. 

This is a very fudden unexpected Alteration, anda 
plain Proof of the juft Caufe St. Fames (b) had, to com- 
pare our Life here to a Vapour that appeareth for a little 
Time, and then vanifheth away. Who would ever place 
his Happinefs in a State fo frail, fo tranfitory, fo fickle 
and inconftant, were it in aJl other Refpects ever fo de- 
firablé? (c) We have here no abiding City, but are liable 
every Moment to Changes and Viciffitudes, and incef- — 
fant Approaches towards our Latter End. How in- 
{tantly is our Health turned into Sicknefs, our Strength 
into Weaknefs and numerous Infirmities, our greatelt 
Joy into the Depth of Sorrow, our Hope into Defpair, 
our Plenty into Want, our choiceft Comforts into Dif- 
appointments, and our Life it felf into Death? See 
how the rich Man in St. Lwke’s Gofpel delighted him- 
felf with the Thoughts of a fure Fund of Pleafure and — 
Satisfaction, for a long and aneafy Life. It tranfported 
him to reflect upon the vaft Increafe of his Wealth, the 
Fruitfulnefs of his Ground, and the plentiful Pro- 
vifion it had ftored him with ? fo that new his chief Care 
was how to difpofe of what he had, that he might com- 
mand it upon all Occafions. Which having frit con- 
trived to do, his next Study would be to folace himfelf 
in the Enjoyment of fo furea Foundation of Happinefs 
for many Years together, till perhaps worn out with 
old Age, and a gentle Decay, he fhould, like the Pa- 
triarch (d) I/aac, give up the Ghoft and die, and be gathered 
to his People, being old and full of Days. For fo fays our 


, “Saviour, (e) He thought within himfelf, faying, What foal 


I do, becaufe I have no Room where to beftow my Fruits ? 
And he faid, This Twill do : I will pull down my Barns, and 
build greater ; and theve will I beftow all my Fruits and my 
Goods. And I will fay to my Soul, Soul, thou haft much Goods 
6) St. Jan » Ihe oil 24. TA) » 4196 O08 9 
Lake ase tat ie (¢) Heb, 13, 14 (4) Gen. 35. 29 («) St 
laid 
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bs 3 
» laid up for many Years ; take thine Eeafe, eat, drink, and be 
merry. A Project the Generality of Mankind would 
never blame him for! And which there are few that 
would not be ready to immitate in the like Circum- 
ftances. And yet how {fpeedily, and how miferably, 
was he difappointed ? He accounted of Years, many Years 
to live; when alas! poor Man, he had not one Day, 
nor many Hours remaining. So our Saviour acquaints 
-us in the following Words, wherein we {ee all his Hopes 
dafh’d at once, with the unwelcome News of his 
approaching End. (f)) God faid unto him, Thou Fool, this 
Night fhall thy Soul be required of thee ; then whofe foall 

— thofe Things be which thou haft provided 2 A moft aftonith- 
ing Stroke! And which mutt inevitably ftab him like 
a Dagger to the Heart; that when arrived at the Top of 
his detired Profperity and Happinefs, he fhould be im= 
mediately caft down below all his Fears : Oh! how fad, 
how difconfolate, how melancholick, how defperate 
muft his Cafe be 2. What Meflage to a worldly-minded. 
Man like this ? As if it had been faid to him, Thou 
vain, thoughtlefs Creature, thus to lay thy weak De- 
figns for many Years to come, and not remember at the 
fame Time thou art not fure of one Hour thou cant 
call thine own! It is true, thou haft laid up Goods for 
many Years, but for whom thou knowekt not ; certainly 
not for thy felf. Fur even this Night thou mutt be call’d 
away, and fo muft leave them to fome Body, that it 
may be will neither thank thee for them now, nor fhew 
any Regard to thy Memory when thou art gone. So 
vain a Thing is Man! We are apt to form our Projects 
and contrive, and drudge, and toil for Futurity ; when 


for ought we know to the contrary, we are upon the =~ 


very Brink of the Grave, and ready to drop the next | 
Moment into Eternity. 

—— Heret Lateri lethalis Arundo, 

We carry Death always about us. } 
Such is the Weeknefs of our Conttitution, fuch our na- 


» tural Decays and Infirmities, fo many the Difeafes we 


(f) Ver, 20, 
| B 2 are 


4 This Life's Uncertainty. 
are liable to, and fuch the Multiplicity and Danger of 
the outward Accidents we are all expofed to, that it is 
a great Vanity and Stupidity to promife our felves any 
long Continuance here, nothing in the World being 
more certainthan Death, nor any thing more uncertain 
than the Time of it. We know not when our Lord 
will call for us, whether at Even, or at Midnight, or at 
the Cock crowing, or in the Morning. Hence our Life is 
compar’d in Scripture, to Things of the leaft Stability 
or Duration ; to a (g) Ship under Sail, and an Eagle upon 
the Wing in Purfuit after its prey; toa || Poff that 
hafteth by ; toaWeaver’s ¢ Shuttle for the Quicknefs of 
its Motion; to a Tale || that is foon told ; and, as I have 
already obferved, to a (h) Vapour that appeareth for a 
little Time, and then vanifbeth away. And Drexelius jultly 
enough fets it forth by divers fuch Refemblances, as 
plainly intimate it to be of the moft flitting Nature that 
can be 3 
Somnus, Bulla, Vitrum, Glacies, Flos, Fabula, Fenum, 
Umbra, Cinis, Puntlum, Vox, Sonus, Aura, Nihil.™ 
Such as a Sleep that is interrupted by any Noife, a 
Bubble that inftantly difappears, a Glafs that is bro- 
ken in a Moment, the Ice that neceflarily diflolves upon 
the Approach of any Heat, a Flower that prefently dries 
up and falls, a Story that is immediately at an End, the 
Grafs that is quickly cut down and wither'd into Hay, 
a Shadow that has no Subftance of its own, Afhes blown 
away by every Puffof Wind, a Point that has no Ex- 
tention, a Voice that is no fooner heard than gone, or 
any other fort of Sound, the Air that is in perpetual 
Motion ; and as if all this were not enough to exprefs 


, its Vanity and Uncertainty, he concludes in refembling 


it, at laft to a mere Nothing. And agreeably hereto, 
fays Petrarch, and each ones Experience abundantly 
confirms his Obfervation, f 


(g) Job. 9.26. Il Ver. 25. + Job7.6. ‘Il Pfal. 90. 9. 
(4) St: James4. 14. * Prodrom, Atern, c. 1. §. 30. + Deremed. 
utr. fortun. 1.1. Dial. 6. 

Cur- 
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Currimus ad Mortem citius vel tardius omnes 3 


We are all of us hafting to our latrer End, and one after 
another fhall be fure to meet withit. It cannot pof- 
fibly be far from any of us; ¢ but may be much nearer 
to the youngeft and moft healthy,than they feem to ima- 
gine, or are aware of. (i) Oxe dieth in his full Strength, 
being wholly at Eafe and Quiet. His Breafts ave full of 
Milk, and his Bones ave moiftened with Marrow. And ano- 
ther dieth in the bitternels of his Soul, and never eateth with 
Pleafure. They fhall lie down alike in the Duft, and the 
Worms fhall cover them. Whence it nearly concerns all 
that have any Regard for their own eternal Welfare 
to be always upon their Watch, according to that Di- 
rection of our blefled Lord ; (k) know this, that if the 
good Man of the Houfe had known in what Watch the Thief 
would come, he would have watched, and would not have 
fuffer’d his Houfe to be broken up. Therefore be ye alfo ready: 
For infuch an Hour as ye think not, the Son of Man com- 
eth, And that other Admonition in St. Fohn’s (1) Re- 
velation, Behold, I come as a Thief. Bleffed is he that 
watcheth, and keepeth his Garments, left he walk naked, 
and they fee his Shame. ., RES HA 
_ A furprizing Change indeed! So very lately healthy 
_and ftrong, and now ina weak and dangerous Condi- 
tion. Oh the Inftability of this frail and mortal State! 
Whom would not this provoke to look about him, and’ 
be fo wife as ferioufly to ccnfider his latter End, that fo 
neither Sicknefs nor Death may ever feize him unpro- 
vided for it? How ought it to banifh all Vice and 
Wickednefs out of the World, and excite People to a 
conftant Holine!s of Converfation? And how mpft it 


raife up in the Minds of fuch, who have any Remain~ 
ders of Compafiion in them, a hearty Gencern for thofe ~~ 


they fee or hear to lie underany fuch afflictive Vifitation 3 


Wie, bar aiid 

+ Mors, quz propter incertos Cafus quotidie imminet, propter 
brevitatem Vit nunquam longe poteft abeflé) Cic, Tue. Diaft. |, 1. 
e738, () Job 295 94, am 25, 26; (0) Be Mat a4. 4 ae @ Bon 
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6 This Lifes Uncertainty. 
Efpecially confidering they know not how very foon it 
may-be their own Cafe, inafmuch as we have no Cer- 
tainty of our Lives, nor indeed of our Health fo much 
as for a Day or Hour. Wherefore I have a great Mind to 
go vifit this good Man, as he defires; to fee how he is, 
and try if Ican adminifter any Comfort to him, and 
to remind him how he ought both patiently and thank- 
fully to fubmit to God’s Hand, and ‘carefully to pre- 
pare himfelf for whatfoever may be defigned for him ; 
fo that he may truly glorify Gcd, whether it be by 
Life, or by Death; and may himfelf be-happy in whe- 
therfoever of them. But I wait, though with fome Im- 
patience, for Timotheus’s Company, whom I am obliged 
to take along withme. He isa very good Man, and 
Auchithanes’s hearty Friend, and wifhes him as well as 
any 01 6, and I dare fay, would rejoice in good Earneft 
to do him any friendly Office. For which Reafons I have 
already fent him: for him, and wonder he ftay fo long. 
But hold, I fee him coming, and will go meet him.---- 
Excufle me, good Timotheus, that ] have taken the Li- 
berty to fend for you upon an unexpected Occafion. ° 
‘ Timiotheus. I rejoice to fee you, Theophilus, in good 
Health, and moit heartily thank you for all the Civili+ 
ties and Kindnefles I have received from you, ever fince 
I had the Honour tobe known to you, and am glad of 
any Opportunity. of waitaing upon you. But may I 
ask, Sir, why you have fent for me at this Time ; is 
there any Thing I can be fo happy as to ferve you in? * 
. Theoph. Have you not heard of your Friend. Auchi- 
thanes’s fudden' Illnefs ? ae ee 
Timoth. You furprize me toa great Degree ; is my 
good Friend and old Acquaintance’ Anzhithanes fick? ~ 
~ f2 Theoph. He is fick, very fick indeed, and by his 
( Meflage tome, feems to apprehend himfelf to be near 
Rye iends) ke ee ey Re Te Ee Oe, ee 
~~ Timoth. Tam mightily concern’d at it, and muft own 
{ conceive it to be the worlt News I have heard of along 
Time. : Butas old E/s faid, upon’ Samuel’s acquainting 
him with God’s Dehunciations againft himfelf and his 
ety ee 3 te eG gee RS e OMe Reed: Be desta ‘Houfg 
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os what Aisha him oie As every Man entirely at 
God’s Difpofal, fo fhould we all be ready at: tall ‘T'imes 
to fubmit to whaticever he fhall think fig 4 

Cafe to lay upon us. a 

Theoph. We axe all (n) in the Lord’s Haul , ae the. Clay 
in the Hand of the Potter, to order usas he pléalés, Lec 
us not therefore be overmuch affliged for what’ has 
befallen our Neighbour, that we feem not to ftrive 
againit that Divine Will, which we continually pray (0) 
may be dene, by our {elves and al] Mankind, iz Earth as 
it is in Heaven, and go counter to our bleffed Savionr’s 
Example, who prayed to his Father a little before his’ 
Crucifixion, (p) O4 my Father, if it be poffible, let this 
Cup pafs from me; neverthelefs. not as I will, but as thou 
wilt, And again, (q) If this Cup may not pafi from me 
except I drink it, thy Will be done. 

Timoth. But pray: tell me, how long has he been thus 
ill ? I never heard a Werd of i it before, and am hears 
tily forry to hear it now. 

RS Theopb. It is not yet Iwo Days fince he was firft 
eiz dis 

Timoth. It is much he'fhould be fo quickly weaken’d, 
to fuch a Degree as you feem to apprehend. 

Theoph. Not at all, confidering the Mechanifm of 
the humane Body, the Variety of its Parts, and the 
Nicenefs of its Contexture, which like a Clock or 
Watch of divers Motions, is eafily put out of Order 
by every Accident, | 

Timoth. Will your Occafions permit you, Theophilus, 
to give hima Vifit. | 
 Lheoph. It was for that. Purpofe I fent to defire your ns 
Company. A 

pes Tam ready to wait abe you whenever you 

lea 
: Theoph, TT hen if you think fit we willbe going as faft 
As we can, fou know how truly ¢ Chriftian an AG& it ig | 
(om) 4 Sasi-"33 48°") Jets 18. 6) SF, Mat, 6. yoy 
(p) St. Mat, 26. 39: 4 is dd, ; 
fg. 
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to vifit and comfort the Sick and Weak. The wife Son 
of Syrach invites to it, as not onlyacommendable, but 
a profitable and advantagious Practice, (r) Fail not to 
be with them that weep, and mourn with them that mourn. 
Be not flow to vifit the Sick ; for that fhallmake thee to be be- 
jov’'d. And our Chriftianity teaches us, that it is one 
of thofe Duties, which being performed out of Obe- 
dience to our Lord?s Command, is fure to be reward- 
ed at the laft Day, with no lefs Inheritance than that of 


_the Kingdom of Heaven. As wliofoever pleafes may fee, 


in that awakening Account our Lord himfelf gives us, 
of the final Judgment to be paffed upon all Mankind. 
(s) Then fhall the King fay to them on his right Hand, Come 
ye bleffed of my Fathér, inherit the Kingdom prepared for ye 
from the Beginning of the World. And the reafon of this 
his favourable Sentence you have in the ‘Two next 
Verfes, (t) For I was an hungred, and ye gave me Meat} 
I bas‘ thirfly, and ye gave me Drink ; and amonglt other 
goad Deéds, Iwas fick, and ye vifited me. Not that this 


Office was perform’d to’our Lord himfelf in his own 


- Perfon ; but that being done to his poor fick Members, 
: he is pleas’d to interpret it, as though it had been 


4 


done tohimfelf, For fo it follows, (u) Verily Lfay unto 
you, Inafmuch as ye have done it unto one of the leaft of 
thefe my Brethren, ye have done it unto me. Chrift being 
our Head, gracioufly reckons all Kindneffes done to 
any the Meaneft of his Members; as done to himfelf, 

Timoth. Yes, to his poor Mémbers, fuch as ftand in 
Need of our Charity and Relief, that we not barely 
vifit them, but make fome Provifion for the Supply of 
their Streights. | Ue SS AE Se ket : 


ies Theoph. But is this all that you take to be here ten 


ded? The Soul, you know, is of infinitely moré Value 
than the Body. And you may be fure therefore that to 
comfort, inftru&, encourage, admonifh, or any Way 
affift'a fick Soul, though of a wealthy Perfon, and who 


r) Ecelus. 7. 3. > (4) St Mat a5. 34 Ver. 35, 36+ 
SI Cea MI iio? cam EEL 
iy sees | 


This Life's Uncertainty. 9 


needs no Alms from us, is at leaft as great a Charity 
as can be done to the Body. 

Timoth. 1 am convince d. 

Theoph, "The Apoftle St. Paul alfo invites to this Sort 
of Charity, that we not only (x) rejoice with them that 
do rejoice; but weep alfo with them that weep, being of the 
ome Mind one towards another, compaffionately defirous 
of each others Welfare, whether {piritual, or temporal, 
asof our own. Let usgo then, and vifit this fick Man, 
and adminifter what Confolation we can to him, that he 
may be prevailed with to bear this his Sicknefs with the 
greater Patience and Submiffion to his heavenly Father's 
juft Correction. For in truth this I take it to have been 
his End, in defiring me to fend and to intreat your Com- 
pany. And this therefore I did, that we might toge- 
ther try, if we can be any way ferviceable to him in his 
weak Eftate. ; 

Timath. 1 were not only very unkind, both to him 
and you, but unworthy the Name of a Chriftian, or 
even of a Man, if I could find in my Heart to refufe 
accompanying you, when going upon fo charitable a 
Defign. 

* Theoph. Let us haften then. + J zs better, fays the 
Preacher, to go to the Houfe of Mourning, than to the Houfe 
of Feafting, for that is the End of all Men, and the Living 
will lay it to Heart. What better Motive can there be 
to atrue Repentance for all our Sins, and a ferious 
and affecting Confideration of what is like to become 
of us in a future State, than to obferve a fick Friend, 
ftruggling with the Pangs of Death, and ready to ex- 
pire at every Gafp? It is not only a Kindnefs to our 
Friends, to vifit and attend them in thefe Agonies, and 
afford them the beft Affiftance we are able in any Ré=> 
{peét, but may prove a greater to our felves, by remin- 
ding us of our Mortality, and the dreadful State of 
fuch as are forced to leave this World, before they have 
repared themfelves for a better. Let us therefore lofe 


ae £6 ot Nee PN ee eA PTR, 
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no Time. And God grant we may find him well in his 
Underltanding, that however he be otherwile affected, 
his Head and Intellectuals be not difturbed. 

Timoth. And that his Sicknefs be not fo violent, as 
to unqualify him for fuch Difcourle, as is proper for 


one in fo declining a Condition. 
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The Firff VISIT. 
The more remote Preparation for Death. 


Z heophilus. [As glad to find you alive, good Auchitha- 
nes. 1 made haite to fee you as foon as ever 
Timotheus came, but by your Servant’s Relation I was 
not without fome Sulpicion of coming too late. 
imotheus. Theophilus affrighted me with his Account 
of the Danger, wherein you was reprefented to be: But 
Tam heartily glad to find it, not fo bad as we imagined. 
Aachithanes. My good Friends, I unfeignedly thank 
you, both for your kind Vifit toa poor fick Man, and 
for your compaflionate Concern for my Welfare. 
Theoph. We fhould be extreamly to blame, if we 
fhould not be highly concerned for the Life of fo dear a 
Friend, and {fo fingularly ufeful upon all Accounts ? Bat 
pray, good Auchithanes, How do you find your felf? 
Aichith. I was exceedingly ill, troubled with faint- 
ing Fits, in which I thought I fhould have died away, 
before I could hope to fee you: But I thank God they 
are now over; and though I doubt I have got a Fever, 
it is not yet fo violent but that I am quite another Crea- 
ture than I was a few Hours finc. | 


~ Y-Timoth. God be praifed for that. 


A 


Theoph. It is a great Bleffing that you have met with 
fuch an Abatement of your Diftemper: But it is a far 
greater, that you have not your main Work now todo, 
but have been Jong expecting the Time, when you mutt 
come to languifh upon a fick Bed, and getting your Soul 
ntOiqutveadinels forte: oie nae a See 
Tie hPa y ee wk eee Auschith, 


4 


Preparation for Death. 1 


Aachith. If I had not, I muft have been in a moft dif 
confolate Condition at this Time. For to die, and en- 
ter upon an eternal State, is a ferious Matter, and of 
the utmoft Importance that can be. And to prepare 
aright for it, is a Work of ‘Time and Pains, in which 
we can never be too diligently employed. And yet on 
the other Hand, I find my Head fo out of Order, my 
Spirits fo faint and low, and my Thoughts fo fluctuating 
and difcompofed, that Iam in a Manner fit for nothing ; 
but by no Means fit to go through with fo great a Work, 
as an Entrance upon a new Courfe of Life would be. 

Theoph. 1am fenfible that a fick Man has enough to 
take up his Thoughts, upon the Account of the Uneafi- 
nefs of his Condition, and need not therefore to have 
deferred any Work of Moment till that Time. 

Timoth. It once affected me very nearly, to hear a 
good Man loaded with Years, and of avery infirm and 
broken Conftitution, though not then labouring under 
any prefent Sicknefs, entreat his Auditors from the Pul- 
pit to believe, what he found by certain Experience, 
that old Age, and a crazy Body, were very ill Qualifica- 
tions for the Performance of any Matter of Confe- 
quence and Difficulty, and particularly for the great 
Work of Repentance. And I could eafily believe him; 
and did heartily wifh, that both my felf, and all then 
prefent, would be invited f{peedily to apply our felves 
to it, as being firmly perfwaded, it would both deferve 
and require all our Strength and Vigour, and our moft 
ferious and undifturbed Thoughts, to bring fo great a 
Change about. -* 

. Theoph. The Cafe is fo very plain, that one would 
think it hardly poffible, for any Man of common Under- 


ftanding, to put off hisRepentancea Day longer. And=5 ~ 


daily Experience fadly fthews, that nothing is more com- 
mon with theGenerality, even of them who call them- 
felves Chriftians, and profefs to have their Couverfation 
in Heaven, anid to be laying up their Treafures there, than 
to live as if they had no Hope of a future State, 
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Timoth. 'They go on in the Crowd, and think to 
fare as wellas their Neighbours: And becaufe they fee 
their Companions, and all about them, heedlefly follow 
their own Imaginations, and though they own a Ne- 
ceffity of Repenting fome Time or other, are yet loth 
to fet about it; they thereforetake the fame deftructive 
Courfe, in Hope that when they come tolanguifh upon a 
fick Bed, and are fit for nothing elfe, they fhall have’Time 
enough to do that, which all their Life long they could 
never be prevailed with to fet about, though it ought 
to have been the Bufinefs of their whole Lives, ‘Till 
perhaps they are taken away by fudden Death, and fo 
never lie fick at all; or if they do, their Sicknefs proves 
fuch, as either employs all their Thoughts with the 
Acutenefs of its Pains, or the Intenfenefs of its Heat 
and Thirft, or their Heads are fo difturbed, that they 
rove and wander, and are fit for nothing that is feri- 
ous; but efpecially, not for taking a Review of their 
paft Converiation, and making a Judgment of them- 
felvesfrom it. And thus all their good Purpofes prove 
abortive, and ferve to no other End, but to delude and 
deceive them here, and render them everlaftingly mi- 
ferable hereafter. . 

Anchith, This is a very melancholick Confideration ; 
but the Fa& is too evident to be denied. 

Timoth. Now you find the Comfort of not having 
been one of this inconfiderate Tribe, but having taken 
Care in Time to do what now it would be out of your 
Power todo as you ought. | 

Anchith. 1 would not have been one of them for all 
the World. I ever admired the Folly of fuch as could 
find their in Hearts to venture their eternal State, upon 


<*.he Uncertainty of a late Repentance, which too pro- 


bably might never be at all, or at leaft never be fuch as 
to reftore them to the Favour of God, and an Intereft 
in his Promifes of Mercy and Salvation. _ chip 
t- Theoph. You have ever aGted as a wife Man, but ne- 
ver fo truly in any Refpeé& as in this; all the Concerns 
of this prefent World being nothing, in Comparifon te 
nye rae ee ae TE Dag the 
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the ineftimable Felicity of that which is to come, hor 
any Sort of Tortures that can befal us here, bearing 
any Proportion to thofe everlafting Burnings, whereto 
the Reprobate will be adjudged in a future State. 
Auchith. Iconfefs, and defire to do it withShameand 
true Compunction of Soul, that I have been a great Sin- 
ner ; though, I thank my God, I havemade it my Study 
for the greater Part of my Life, to forfake my Sins, and 
live in the Practice of the contrary Virtues, relying up- 
~ on God through Chrift, for the Pardon of my Mifcar- 
riages, and Ability to reform and amend. Yet not fo fuc- 
cefsfully, but that after all the Care I have hitherto ta- 
ken, I find I have Bufinefs enough now upon my Hand, 
in fuing to God for Pardon, and trimming my Lamp, 
and fitting my felf for my Lord’s Appearance, that I 
may be accepted by him at his Coming. Wherefore, 


A Confeffion of Sin. 


I. 


6) Moft holy, moft glorious, and moft gracious Lord God, 
who defireft not the Death of a Sinner, but that he 
fhould turn from his Ways and live ; caft an Eye of Pity 
and Compalfion upon thine unworthy Servant, and eftrange not 
thy felf from me by Reafon of my Undutifulnefs. I con- 
fefs, O Lord, with the utmoft Shame and Self-abafement, 
that I have highly offended thy divine Majefty, and for- 
feited all Pretence to thy Favour. It is of thy Mercy that 
Iam not long fince confumed, that thou haft not cut me 
off, and caft me into the Furnace of Fire, where is weeping, 


and wailing, and gnafbing of Teeth for evermore. VWhere-. 


fore I defire to humble my felf before thee in the moft 


fubmiffive Manner, to lament and be heartily forry for mys. 


Sins. I have finned against infinite Love, and the most 
endearing Expreffions of Kindnefs, agains? the clearest Re- 
velations of thy holy Word, and the mos? powerful Argu- 
ments for engaging to a better Obedience, and have re- 
peated my Tranfereffions from Day to Day, and from Year 
to Year. And now, Lord, what can I. expett but 3 

' ’ thine 
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thine Indignation fhould be kindled agains? me, and thou 
fhould® Jwear, in thy Wrath, that I fhall never enter into 
thy Rest 2? This miferable State I have brought my felf in- 
to ; as I cannot otherwife reflect, than with Bitternefs and 
Anguifh of Soul. It cuts me to the Heart, to think I fbould 
have thus grofly abufed thy Goodnefs, and difobey’d thy 
Laws. And in a juft Senfe of this my inexcufable Fully 
and Bafenefs, I now apply my felf to thee by a hearty Repen- 
tance; in hope that thou wile not caf? me off when I do fo, 
but wilt extend thy Kindnefs to me, as thou ufeft to do, to 
thofe that fear thy Name, through thy only Sou our Saviour 
Fefus Chrift. Amen. 
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A Prayer for Pardon of Sins, | 


II. 


O H! Bleffed God, I befeech thee, deal not with me ac- 
cording to mine own Weakneffes and Imperfections, 
my Negleéts and Omiffions, my Heedlefnefs and Idadver- 
tency, much lefs according to my more heinous, my wilful 
and deliberate, my fouler and more abominable, my open, 
my repeated, my habitual Offences; Lut after the Multi- 
tude of thy Mercies blot out all mine Iniquities. Think 
upon me, O Lord, for thy Govdnefs ; and for thy great 
Name's fake, and thy dear Son’s fake, be reconciled to me, 
as if I had never finned againft thee. If thou fhould’ 
confider meas Iamin my felf, I could hope for nothing 
but Mifery. and Deftruétion : Even the beft of my Services 
ave polluted and defective, and ftand in great Need of 
thy Mercy and Forgivenefs. And my wilful, and more 
~  -elveadful Provocations call loudly for thine Indignation upon 
4 me. And what fhall I fay unto thee, O thow Preferver of 
Men? My own Heart condemns me; my Mifdoings tefti- 
Sy againft me; and thou who knoweft them all much bete 
ter than'my felf, together with their feveral Aggravations, 
mighteft juftly condemn me. But my Comfort is, that with 
thee the Lord there is Mercy, thas thon may ft be aap 
eS wa hii 
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and with thy Son is pleuteous Redemption. For his Sake for- 
give me all my paft Tranfereffions, whether iu Thought, 
Word, or Deed ; thofe I remember, and thofe I have for- 
gotten ; fuch as my Confcience fadly accufes me of, and fuch 
as have efcaped my Notice ; my Sins againft thee my: God, 
againft my Neighbour, and againf? my felf; pardon them 
all without Exception of any one amongft them, that they 
may neither be charged upon me to my Shame and Coufu- 
fin here in this World, nor to my everlafting Ruin in that 
which is tv come. I have undone my felf ; but in thee is 
my Help ; and to thee therefore do I flee for Succour, Re- 
ject me not, O Lord, in my Diftrefs, nor fhut up thy 
Bowels of Compaffion from me. But own me for thy Son by 
Adoption and Grace, and fave me from thy Vengeance due to 

my manifold Provocations : Whatfoever I have doue that I 
ought not to have done, or left undone that I ought to have 
done, or whereinfoever I have violated thy moft holy Laws, 
wafp it all away, I moft humbly befeech thee, with my Sa~ 
viours Blood. Aud look upon me as a returning Prodigal, 
who am fincerely penitent for all my Mifcarriages, the Fol- 
lies of my Childhood, the Extravagancies of my Youth, aud 
the Slips and Errors, together with all the other Tniquities 
of my viper Years. And fpare me, O Lord, Jpare me, and of 
thy great Gooduefs command Deliverance for me. Deal nt 
with me according to my Sinus, nor reward me after mine Ini- 
quities ; but lift up the Light of thy Countenance upon me. 
Call to mind thy Loving-kindneffes, which have been ever of 
old, and vifit me with thy Salvation. Thou knoweft my Frame, 
and that Lam but Duft; and may it therefore pleafe thee to 
extend thy Pity to me, and receive me again into thy Favour. 
Enter not into Fudgment with thy Servant, who am vile Earth, 
and a miferable Sinner 5 but fo turn thine Anger from me, 


who meekly acknowledge my Vilenefs, and truly repent me of »- 


my Faults, and fo make hafte to help me inthis World, as that 
1 may never be cond:mu’'d with the Wicked in the World to 
qe, through Fefus Christ our Lord, Amen. 
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Another for Improvement in Goodnefs, and a 
right Preparation for a happy Death. 


TL. 

EAL my Soul, for I have finned againft thee. And 

if it {hall be thy good Pleafure to prolong my Days 
here upon Earth, grant I may improve the Time thou fhale 
allow me, to thy Glory, and my own everlafting Welfare, 
by ferving thee faithfully, and doing Good in my Generation, 
Or if thou haft determined to remove me hence, fo cleanfe 
and purify my Heart, that I may neither be afbamed to 
have lived, nor afraid to die ; but may leave this World 
in a full Affurance of thy Favour, and may be for ever happy 
with thee in thy heavenly Kingdom, through Fefus Chrift our 
Lord. Amen. 


Timoth. 1 hope God wiil hear your devout Ad- 
drefles to him, and will grant youa happy Diffolution 
in his due Time ; but whether by Means of this prefent 
Sicknefs, I will not pretend to guefs, though I with for 
my own and others fake that he may not. (4) Epaphro- 
ditus was fick, nigh unto Death, yet fays St. Paul, God 
had Mercy on him, and uot on him only, but on me alfo, 
left I fhould have Sorrow upon Surrow. And it is to be 
hop’d that God may be pleafed to reftore you too, to 
the Comfort of your Friends, and the great Benefit 
of your Relations and Dependents. 

Anchith. His Willbedone. I defire entirely to refign 
my felf tohis Difpofal, whether for Life or Death,trufting 
through the Merits of my blefled Redeemer, that either 
of them fhall be for my Good, according as he fhall in 


““ his infinite Wifdom decree. And if Death be to feize 


me, as 1 know notbut it may, whether it Shall be a pain- 
ful, or an eafy, alingring, or a fpeedy Death, I chear- 
fully fubmit to his Determination. His Will is the 

ee LL Le 
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belt, and wifeft Will; and for this Reafon I defire it 
_ always may be mine too. ~ ) 
 Theoph. Happy you that have brought your felf to 
_ fach a holy Frame and Temper of Mind! And nay 
_ the Almighty vouchfafe to beftow his choiceft Bleffings 
 vpon you ; temporal and fpiritual Bleffings, if it fhall 
_ teem pleafing to him in this. World; but however he 
_ difpofe of you here, everlafting Bleffings in that which 
is tocome. And now, Zimotheus, let you and I learn 
from this noble Example before us, to obferve and lay 
ferioufly to Heart the Bleflednefs of having taken Care 
in time to provide for Eternity. There is no Delight 
and Satisfaction upon a Sick-bed, comparable to that of 
being able to fay with King Hezekiah (b) I befeech thee, 
| O Lord, remember now how I have walked before thee in 
Truth, and with a perfe Heart, and have done that which 
18 good in thy Sight ; or with St. Paul, (c) I have fought 
a good Fight, I have finifh’d my Courfe, I have kept the 

Faith: Henceforth is laid up for me a Crown of Righte- 
oufnefs, which God the righteous Fudge will give me at that 
Day, aud not to me only, but to all that love his appear— 
ang. It is a fingular Happinels to reflect upon a Life 
paft, and fee that it has been {pent to God’s Glory, and 
the main Defign of our coming into this World ; and_ 
that the good Man has nothing more to do, when he 
finds his End drawing on, but to take an eafy Leave of 
his wonted Enjoyments and Friends, in order to a wel- 
come T’ranflation into a heavenly Paradife, where fhall 
be no more Sighing, or Sorrows, or Grief, or Fear, or 
Pain, or Sicknefs, or Death, but all fhall be moft charm- 
ingly Tranfporting, without the leaft Mixture of any, 
Allay, and this to all Eternity. 

Limoth, The different Ends of the Righteous and. 
the Wicked in this Refpe&, are a powerful Motive 
to a timely Repentance, though we were to carry 
our Profpe& no farther. But when hereto are added 
the infinitely glorious Rewards promifed to the one, 
ree errs lboniensteiniosansicisac es. 
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and the intolerable and everlafting Tortures and Ago- 
nies that are threaten’d to the other, he mult be be- 
fide himfelf that can be content to live in fuch a Man- 
ner, as that withouta Miracle of Mercy, he muft be 
irrecoverably miferable for evermore. 

Anchith. Te is very ftrange, * that People can allow 
themfelves in a State of fuch apparent Danger, and of 
fuch dreadful Confequence! And yet nothing is more 
common, the Hope of a future Repentance being per- 
haps the moft fuccefSful, of all the Stratagems the srand 
Enemy of Mankind has ever yet invented, in order to 
their Deftruétion. Moft Menare defirous to enjoy their 
Vices here, and Heaven hereafter. And having no 
other Way to reconcile thefe two Sorts of Defires, 
but by a lateRepentance, the Bait takes readily with 
them, and they {wallow it without confidering what a 
terrible Risk they run by it, and howintolerable a Mil- 
chief it will be, ifthey fhould either have no Time for 
fuch a Repentance, or having Time, fhould be any Way 
either incapacited for, or diverted from heartily fet- 
ting about it, or when they have endeavoured it, fhould 
find a fhort imperfect Repentance, after fo long a 
Courfe of Sin, not available to the End they defigned 
by it. } | 

Theoph. All Delays of this Kind are of a dangerous 
Nature, and feldom fail to end in the utter Ruin of 
the Delayer. For it is great Odds, { that he who is 
unwilling to repent to Day, will be as unwilling to 
Morrow, or whenfoever he hopes to fet about it. ‘The 
fame Caufes of Delay will ftill remain ; and he will 
find the fame Obftacles in his Way hereafter, that he 
does at prefent. Anda Love of his Sins, and whatever 


# Non eft, crede mihi, fapientis dicere, Vivam. 
Sera nimis vita eft craftina, vive hodié. ? 
Martial. 1. 1. Epig. 16. 
Sed propera; nec te venturas differ in horas ; 
Qui non eft hodié, cras minus aptuserit. 
“Ovid. De remed. Amoris, lt. 
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prevents his Repenting now, will not be Ieffened, but 
increafed and ftrengthened, by a longer Continuance 
in a wicked Courfe of Life. For Cuftom, we all know, 
has a ftrange Influence, and becomes a kind of fecond 
Nature, and breeds an almoft invincible Inclination to 
whatever we have long addicted our felves to, whether 
in natural A@tions, or Moral. And in Truth, the fon- 
ger any one defers his Repentance, the lefs likely he is 
ever to undertake it with Succefs, becaufe thofe Habits 
which he is neceffarily to diveft himfelf of, before he can 
have performed it, do every Day take deeper and 
deeper Root, and fo are more difficultly plucked up. 
Sin is like a bodily Sicknefs, which is oftentimes ren= 
dered incurable, by having gain’d too great a Head, be- 
fure a Courfe was attempted for its Cure. And hence 
it neceffarily follows, that the longer it is continued in, 
the more powerful it muft be; and fo muft require a 

reater Strength, and firmer Purpofes and Refolutions, 
in order to a Conqueft over it. And yet, alas! he that 
has deferred his Repentance to the lait, if he fhall then 
in good Earneft fet about it, will not only find himfelf 
under the Power of a more inveterate Habit, and a 
ftronger Biafs on the wrong Side, but which is far more 
confiderable, he has alfo lefs Ground to expect the 
Afliftance of God’s holy Spirit, without which he will 
never be able to perform any Thing that is Good. For 
though it is certain, that Almighty God delights not 
(d) in the Death of a Sinner, but rather that he turn 
from his Way and live, though * he would have all Men 
come to him, and be faved, and \\ ts long fuffering to us- 
ward, not willing that any fhould perifh, but that all fbould 
come to Repentance ; he has faid no lefs on the other 
Hand, that his (e) Spirit fhall not always firive with 
Man, and has threaten’d that as to him that hath fball 
be given, that is to him that ufeth aright the Grace and 
Affiftance of the holy Spirit, fhail be given a greater 


(4) Ezek, 33.11, * 1Tim.2.4. ll 2St. Pet.3.9. (¢) Gen. 6.3» 
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Meafure of the fame Grace and Affiftance, (f) and he 


(ball have more abundance ; {0 on the contrary, whofoever 
hath not, that is, makes not a right Ufe of it, from bim 
fhall be taken away, even that he hath. As much as to fay, 
God of this great Goodnefs will give the Holy Spirit to 
them that ask it, and ftudy tomakea good Improvement, 
of what Meafure of it he beftows upon them, but will 
withdraw it from fuch as abufe his Kindnefs, either not 
ufing his Grace atall, ortoa wrong Purpofe. And whena 
Sinner has provok’d God thus to leave him to himfelf, 
he fadly deceives his own Soul, if he imagine himfelf like- 
ly to effect in a little Time, what he thought a harder 
"Task than he could find in his Heart to enter upon, when 
his Strength was greater, his Time more, his finful 
Habits not fo fettled and confirmed, and his A fiiftance 
greater than he can now hope for. So that there isvery 
little reafon to expe@ fuch an one fhould ever repent 
truly at the laft, if he have Lime for it. He that is 
affrighted at the leds burthenfome Task, will hardly 
venture upon the greater to any Purpofe. And if he 
could not be induced toamend when his Sins were much 
fewer, and his Abilities for conquering them much 
greater, he can {earce hope to do it as he ought, when 
his Vices have taken deeper Root, and his Spirits are 
exhaufted, and his Help is gone. ‘This I fay * upon 
Suppofition of his having ‘Time allow’d him for this 
great and neceflary Work, But if it happen on the 
contrary, as it very often does, that he has no Time for 
it, how deplorable muft his Cafe then be? He is un~ 
done beyond Recovery ; and nothing remains for him, 
but 2 fearful Expectation of Wrath, aud fiery Indignation 
from Almighty God. And yet every one knows this is 
a common Cafe, and which frequently befals fuch as 
put off their Repentance till hereafter, | Death feizes 


(f) St. Mat. 13. 12. : 
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them, as it did the rich Man, whom we cannot too often 
think of, whofe Soul was demanded of him ata Time, 
when he thought of nothing lefs, than he did, according 
to a feandalous Proverb too well known amongi{t our 
felves, of his dying Day. (g) His Ground, fays our Sa- 
viour, brought forth plentifilly. And he thought within 
himfelf Jayiug, What fall I do, becaufe I have no Room 
where to beftow my Fruits? And he faid, This will I do: 
by will pull down my Barus, and build greater ; and there 
will I beftow allmy Fruits, and my Goods. And I will fay 
to my Soul, Soul, thou haft much Goods laid up for many 
Years ; take thine Eafe, eat, drink, and be merry. ‘Thus 
he vainly promifed himfelf a long Enjoyment of what 
he was jo pleafingly poflefs’d of. But I have already 
obferv'd to you his unhappy and {peedy Difappointment. 
His Project for many Years was hardly framed, when 
behold a moft difagreeable Meflage is {ent him, enough 
to ftrike him dumb, and fill his Mind with the utmoft 
Confufion. (4) Thow Fiol, this Night hall thy Soul be re- 
quired of thee; then whofe {hall thofe Things be which thou 
baft provided? ‘They fhall have another Owner ; and 
poilibly one whom thon didft by no Means defign them 
for. (i) So is he, fays our Saviour, that layeth up to 
himfelf Treafure upon Earth, and is not rich towards God. 
And fo is it ordinarily with him that promifes a late 
Repentance, and will not be induced to fet about it’ 
in the mean ‘Time. Such too ufually experiment, to 
their Coft, the Uncertainty of their fruitlefs Expe@a- 
tion ; being one way or other, before they are aware 
of it, deprived of the Seafon they had groundlefly pro- 
mifed themfelves to repentin, ‘To the fame Purpofe 
alfo fpeaks St. James, taxing fome in his Days, with 
contriving Bulinefs for a much longer Time, than they 
had any reafon to depend upon. (k) Go to zow, fays 
the Apoftle, ye that fay, Fo Day, or to Morrow, we will 
go intv fuch a City, and continue there a Year, and buy 


4) St) Luke 12: 16, 17, 18, 19. (b) Ver. 20. | (i) Ver, at. 
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and fell, and get Gain ; whereas ye know not what fhall be 
on the Morrow. For what w your Life ? It is even a Va- 
pour, that appeareth for a little Time, and then vanifheth 
away. Our Lifeis fo fhort and uncertain, * that no- 
thing is more common, than for Men to be cut off in 
the midft of their Days, and fo have all their Thoughts 
perifb, all their likelieft Proje&s, and beft laid Defigns 
mifcarry, and all their Hopes defeated. When once 
(1) their Breath goeth forth, and how foon that may be 
Ged alone knows, they turn again to their Duft, and 
all their Expectations, their Contrivances and Imagina- 
tions vanifh into Air. And thefe Two Confiderations, 
that he who purpofes to repent hereafter, may poffibly. 
never live to fee the Time he propofes to do it in; or 
if he do, the fame Impediments that obftruét his Re- 
pentance now, will in all Probability not be Ieflen’d, 
but increas’d, and fo more like to obftru@ it ftill: 
‘Thete Confiderations, Ifay, were an abundant Caution 
to a wife Man, to undertake it out of Hand, whilft he 
is fit for it, and has Time to do it in, and good Rea- 
fon to believe, that by God’s Grace he may perform 
it, in fuch a Manner as to be accepted by Almighty 
God, and fo it may prove a Repentance to Salvatioit, 
and that is never to be repented of. My 

Timoth. Thefe are weighty Confiderations, and de- 
ferve to be well attended to, by all that know they 
have immortal Souls to fave, and which mutt be infi- 
nitely either happy or miferable in the other State, ac- 
cording to the Provifion they fhall have made for them- 
felves, by the Difcharge or Negleé of their Duty here. 

Theoph. "They are fo, as weighty as can be. And yet 
there are others not inferior to them, and which de- 
ferve a ferious Regard, as well as they. 


* Quid fit futurum, cras fuge querere, 
Quem fors dierum cung; dabit, lucro 
Appone. . Horat. Od. 9. 
Moriendum enim certé eft, & id incertum, an eo ipfo die. 
Sewec, de Senedh. 6. 20, 
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TVimoth. 'Thefe are enough, highly to condemn the 
Behaviour of fuch who a@ in Contradiction to them, 
at the Hazard of their eternal Welfare. But fince you 
have others yet in referve, be pleafed to let us hear 
them, though I fhould have thought thefe fufficient of 
themfelves. hi , 

Theoph. "The two Chief are thefe: Firft, that he 
who repents at his latter End, lofes the Comfort of his 
Repentance, and departs hence at great Uncertainties. 
His Repentance may poffibly be tuch as would hold 
out, at all Times, and under all Trials; but this is more 
than he can aflure himfelf of. He knows he refolves 
well ; but fo have many who are now in Heil, bewail- 
ing their Folly and Dilobedience, in endlefs and reme- 
dilefs Torments. ‘Their Refolutions were made, when 
their Spirits were low, the Temptations to their Sins 
were weak, and when the Profpect of a near Eternity 
was before them, to awaken their Minds, and put them 
upon reflecting what was like to become of them for 
ever, if they fhould die in their Sins. Hence they 
fully refolved to lead a new Life, if it fhould pleate 
‘God to prolong their Days; and that they would never 
fuffer themfelves to gratify their unreafonable Lufts 
and Paffions any more, but would always keep in Mind 
the great Account they muft one Day give up before 
our Lord’s'Tribunal, and would make fuch diligent Pre- 
paration for it, as that Death may never feem terrible 
to them any more. Yet when it had pleafed God to try 
them, and they found themfelves again in Health and 
Vigour, their Vices aflaulting them with the fame In- 
finuations as formerly, and Death and Hell appearing 
again at fome Diftance from them ; the Deceitfulneds 
of Sin has prevail’d againf them, their good Purpofes 
have flagged, their Vows and Promites have been for- 
gotten, ‘their Allurements have appear’d with their 
ufual Force, their finful Companions have entic'd them, 
their own wicked Hearts have betray’d them, their 
grand Enemy the Devil has taken Care to ftrengthen 
and enflame all their.evi! Motions and Incljnations, and, 
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they have fhamefully and perfidioufly relaps’d into their 
former Abominations, and have again indulg’d them- 
delves in all they had fo formally renounced, (m) return= 
aug with the Dog to his Vomit; and with the Sow that 
‘was wafbed, to her wallowing in the Mire. Or perhaps; 
(2) the unclean Spirit that went out of the Man, return 

ang, and finding his Habitation empty, fwept, and garnifh d, 

may have taken to him feven other Spirits ‘more wicked 
than himfelf, and thefe all entering in; and dwelling there, 
bis loft Eftate may have become far worfe than the firft. 
Nothing is eafier than to defign and promife an Amend+ 
ment, when a-Man is under a violent Fear and Danger, 
which has taken fuch Poffeffion of his Mind, that he is 
not at Liberty to confider the Difficulty: of perform- 
ing the Amendment he thus biaftily promides - His 
‘Thoughts are all employed about the Neceffity he is 
in, of endeavouring by all Means poflible, to avoid the 
difmal Pit, that opens its infatiable Mouth to receive 
him. And this prevents’ his duly attending to ‘the 
Means that are needful to this great End, and the In 
conveniencies and Trouble that may probably: be met 
with in the Ufe of them. : So that ali his good Refolu- 

tions being made only when in fuch a F right, and when 

his Eyes were fo fixed upon the Want he had of them; 
that he could not allow himfelf to make a due Enquiry; 
into the feveral Confliéts whereto they might expofe 
him, no wonder if they hold out nolonger, when his 
Circumftances are quite alter’d, and his wonted Habits 
prefs him, and his ufual Temptations return upon 

him, with.a far greater Strength than he had imagin’d, 
‘This is fuch a terrible Difappointment to:him, that he 
knows not how ‘to bear up againft it, but faints and 
falters, and falls away, in-hope of another Repentance 
when in the like unhappy State. Inftatices: of thefe 
Relapfes have been fo notorious, that the Death-bed, 
Penitent will never be able to affure‘ himfelf, ‘he fhall 

_ not be liable to the fame Hazard, if it'pleafe.God ta: 


(m) 2Sé,Pet,2. 22. °  (n) St, Mat. 12.43, 44545, 
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make the Experiment. And therefore, not knowing 
Whether all his Sorrow for his Sins, and his Purpofes 
and Promifes of a new Obedience for the future, are 
fuch as will ftand the Teft, and upon Trial will bring 
forth Fruits meet for Repentance, he muft needs be in 
great Perplexity, and full of Doubts and Fears, left af- 
ter all he has been able to do in this weak Condition; 
towards the fecuring his eternal Salvation, he fhould 
however mifcarry, and come fhort of the Glory of God, 
and have his Portion at laft allotted him amongft the 
Veffels of Wrath, that are fitted for Deftruétion. Thefe 
Apprehenfions muft inevitably fic heavy upon the Soul. 
of one that is fo late affected with a Sight and Senfe of 
his Sins, and the dreadful Tortures due to them, and 
who moreover knows not whether allhis Sorrow, and, 
Humiliation, and Repentance be fuch, as would cer- 
tainly produce a’ Reformation in him, if time were 
allow’d for it: And yet neither is this the wort of his 
Cafe, tho’ bad enotgh in all Reafon. For, 

_ Secondly, Did he know his Repentance to be fuch, 
as upon ‘Trial’ would anfwer his Expectation, of pro- 
ducing in him quite different Affections and A@ions, 
from what he had before indulged himfelf in, he is not 
fo very fure that it will be available to Salvation, unlefs 
it actually do fo. © (0) When the wicked Man turns away 
from his Wickednefs which he hath committed, and doth 
that which ,lawful and right, we know affuredly he fhall 
fave his Soul alive. But I havé never met with a like 
Promife, to him that‘ has lived wickedly all his Life, 
and only laments and condemns his Folly, and promifes 
an Amendment when he comes to die. God may, and 
I charitably hope he will, extend his Pity to fuch as are 
truly convinc’d, though at the laft Gafp, of the Evilof 
their Doings, and unfeignedly refolve upon a Reforma- 
_ tion, fo far as he fhall enable them forit. But I am 
not now {peaking of what God may do, but what he 
has told us he will'do, and what we may certainly de- 
tems BBS Se ~ : i ee 
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pend upon. And to fpeak my Mind freely and plainly; 
I do not know of any Certainty of Salvation promifed 
in Scripture, to fuch whole Righteoufnefs confifts only 
ina fruitlefs Refolution, that could never be reduc’d to 
PraG:ice. It is unqueftionable that no Man, in his 
Health, has any Warrant to pafs a Judgment upon him- 
felf, by what he may be, or intends to be hereafter, 
but by what he has been, and is at prefent.. And I could 
never find that God has prefcrib’d, one Sort of Laws 
for jthofe in Health, and another of a very different 
Sort, for fuch as languifh upon a Sick-bed. More may 
be demanded of the One than of the Other, becaufe of 
his, Ability to do more ; but it will be hard to fhew, that 
whoever defires to be faved, is not indifpenfibly re- 
quired, to (p) efchew Evil, and do Good : * to keep the Com- 
aiandments : + to do Righteoufnefs ; || to put off concerning the 
| former Converfation, the old Man which is corrupt, according 
zo the deceitful Lufts, and to be renewed in the Spirit of 
the Mind, and put on the new Man, which after God ts Cre- 
ated in Righteoufnefs, and true Holinefs; and in a Word, 
(q) to cleanfe himfelf from all Filthinefs of Flefh. and Spivit, 
and perfect Holinefs in the Fear of God. And. this is 
Jomething more than barely refolving to do well hereaf- 
ter, if it.be in our Power. A true Repentance is not 
only Mex'vue, a Change of Mind, or a Sorrow for the 
having done amifs; but Mezmuéree too, a Care to 
walk more holily for the future. And where this latter 
Part of it is wanting, there is too much Reafon to fear, 
that the other will not be fufficient without it. At leaft 
it is not fo certain that it will, as that any who call 
themfelves Chriftians, fhould venture their everlafting 
Salvation upon it, left at the laft they meet with a 
dreadiul Difappointment, and when they have been 
pleafing themfelves with the Hopes of Heaven, and all 
its unconceivable Felicities, fhould awake to their eter= 
nal Sorrow, in the never-ending Flames of Hell. I do 
— 
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Jon.3.7. UW Ephed, 4.22. (q) 2 Cor.7,1, = ee 


¥ 
a 


Preparation for Death. 27 


not pretend to fet Bounds to the Divine Goodnefs, and 
pardoning Mercy, or to determine juft how far the Al- 
mighty will extend his Favour to a. relenting Sinner, 
who repents in the very A gonies of Death. It is enough 
for my Purpofe, and a great deal more than our modern 
Clinicks can an{wer, that I know of no exprefs pofitive 
Declaration in Scripture, that fuch fhall be faved. 

Timoth. But hold, Theophilus, you. feem to run a lit- 
tle too faft. For pray what do you think of our Savi- 
ours Parable of the Labourers hired into the Vineyard, 
St. Mat. 20.1, Oc. according to which, thofe who 
came in at the lJaft Hour, met with the fame Welcome 
and Reward with them that had born the Heat and Bur- 
den of the Day? Is it not natural to infer from hence, 
that if a Man turn from his Sins, though ever fo late, 
he may reafonably expect to be accepted, as a true Pe- 
nitent ? 

Theoph. By no means ; as might eafily be. fhewn. up- 
on divers Accounts. For this Parable was {poken upon 
another Occafion, and without any Relation to the 
Death-bed Penitent, no more being intended by it, than 
the Calling of the Gentiles into the Church of God. 
And the ay) Hours mention’d in it were defign’d 
not to fignify the feveral Parts or Stages of our Lives, 
but the different Ages of the World; and that the 
Gentiles, who were taken into the Lord’s Vineyard, 
and made Members of his Church in thofe latter Days, 
Mould neverthelefs enjoy equal Privileges, and be put 
in the fame State of Salvation with the ews, who had 
been God’s ancient People, his Segullah, his chofen In- 
heritance, and were called earlier by many Generations.. 
Which being the genuine and proper Interpretation of 
the Parable, as detigned only to filence the Clamours of 
the Fews, againft the Admiffion of the. reft of the 
World, to the fame Benefits with themfelves, every one, 
mult perceive at firft Sight, that the Death-bed. Peni- 
tent can hope for no manner of Advantage by it. For. 


if rightly underftood, it is perfectly foreign to his Cafe,- 


and leaves him juft in the fame Condition, as if nor 
one 
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one Word of it had ever been fpoken. And yet if we 
fhould allow him to apply it to himfelf, to gather what 
Encouragement he can from it, as one that is finking is 
apt to lay hold upon every Twig, it will ftand him 
however inno ftead. For Firff, what thefe Men could 
plead for themfelves was, that no Man had hired them. 
They were not called before, and fo had this Excufe 
for themfelves, for their not coming in fooner. Which 
makes avait Difference betwixt their Cafe, and his who 
has been called, invited, encouraged, threaten’d, and 
had ail Means ufed to reclaim him from his Sins, had 
(r) Line upon Line, and Precept upon Precept, as the Pro- 
phet fpeaks, and yet obftinately perfifted in his Difo- 
bedience to the laft, and then hopes to make his Peace, 
and obtain the Pardon of his Sins, by a few dying 
Groans, and faint Wifhes, and Purpofes of Amend 
ment. Such an one cannot plead for himfelf, that none 
had offer'd to hire him; but on the contrary, his own 
Confcience will fly in his Face, and feverely condemn 
him, for having fo long withftood fuch effectual Means 
of Grace and Salvation, as had been afforded him, if 
he could but have been prevailed with to make a good 
Ufe of them. Befides, Secondly, thefe Men were La- 
Sourers, and though they had wrought but one Hour, 
and fo but a fittle while in Comparifon of thofe who 
enter'd in firft; yet fome Pains they had taken. They 
had faithfully anfwer’d their Obligation, by working 
from the ‘Time they were taken into the Vineyard ; 
which was all their Lord expected from them. They 
came in, itis true, but at the Eleventh Hour, becaufe 
they were not hir’d fooner ; but then they did the Work 
of that Hour, according to their Covenant. Whereas 
he that comes not in till the Twelfth Hour, has no 
_ ‘Time to Work, and were he ever fo willing to do it, 
has yet no Reafon to promife himfelf any Wages for 
doing nothing. He may be concern’d, that he was not 
employ‘d amongft the reft ; but this gives him no Title 

(r) 12.28. 12, 
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to the Reward, which was intended for; and promis’d, 
only to fuch as did the Work. Again, Lajftly, They 
claim’d no moré than was due to them by Compa@. For 
fo fays the Houfe-holder, Ver. 7. Go ye alfo into the Vine~ 
yard, and whatfoever & right, that hall ye receive ; as 
much as to fay, they fhould be fure to have theirWages 
amongtt the reft. But has the Death-bed Penitent any 
fuch Promife made to him ? If he has, let him produce 
it. For my Part, I have already told you, I can find none 
made to any, but fuch who turn from their evil Ways 
time énough to do fome Works meet for Repentance. Nor 
could St. Auguftin long ago, who tells us, * Jf he that 
lies at the Point of Death prays to be admitted to Repen- 
tance, I cannot refufe to comply with him herein. But yet 
I muft confess, if he die with fuch a Reconciliation, I dare 
not be over-coufident of his dying in a good Condition: Tho’ 
he. may think himfelf fecure, and die with this Perfwafion, 
I dave wot be fecure that he is fo. Ican veceive him to 
Penance, but cannot tell him what the Effect of it will be. 
And a little after, Do J fay he fhall be damned ? I do 
not fay it. Do I fay then that he fhall be faved 2 Not 
that neither. What Anfwer then can I give? Only this, 
that I do not know. I prefume nothing ; I promife nothing ; 
and the Reafon is, becaufe I know nothing. Whereupon 
he fubjoins this feafonable Advice ; Would you free your 
felf from all Doubt 2 Be fure to repent whilft you are in 
Health. For if you do thus, and when Death appears, if 
you moreover obtain Abfolution, you have juft Ground of Se- 
curity. Fur you repented at a Time when you had it in your 
Power to fin. Whereas if you delay your Repentance till 
you can fin no longer, it is not you that leave your Sins, but 
your Sins leave you. ‘Thus dubious was this eminent Fa- 
ther, concerning the future State of fuch as had deferr’d 
their Repentance to their laft Hour, even though they 
fhould then fet themfelves to make the beft Amends 
in their Power, And before him St. Cyprian deliver’d 
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it as his Opinion: ¢ That fuch fhould not he admitted to 
the Hope of Communion, and the Peace of the Church, who 
did not heartily repent and bewail their Offences, till they were 
fick, and in Dauger of Death ; becaufe it was to be prefum’ d, 
it was not areal Sorrow for their Sin, but the Terror of their 
approaching End, that produc’d this Submiffion ; and it ts not 
fitthat he fhould receive Comfort when he comes to die, who 
would not be perfwaded to think of Death, before it came to 
feize kim. 'Thefe were two great Men in their Genera- 
tions ; and who have been had in univerfal Honour and 
Efteem ever fince. Yet I do not quote their Words 
purely for their Sakes, but becaufe of the Reafon and 
Strength of Argument that is in them ; it being im- 
poffible for him to prove the Validity and Efficacy of 
his Repentance, how hearty foever, who does not fet 
about it in his Health and Strength, and while it isin 
his Power to gratify his worldly and carnal Inclinations, 
if he will. | . 
Timoth. What youhave faid feems to argue a greater 
Danger, as to the Invalidity of a late Repentance, than 
‘Thad really apprehended. For though I was fenfible 
how little Reafon there is to expe, that fuch fhould 
heartily repent upon their Sick-bed, who had refus’d to 
‘do it in their Health and Strength, I made no Queftion 
but thofe who did then all they could, that is to fay, 
who were truly forry for their Sins, and fully refolv’d 
to reform and amend, and to lead a new Life, if it 
fhould pleafe God to reftore them to their Health; I 
made no Queftion, I fay, but thefe had been ina fafe 
Condition. But you have very much fhaken my Confi- 
dence in this Point ; and I begin now to think, that tho” 
Thad always a very ill Opinion of deferring Repentance 
to the laft, there is yet far more Danger in fuch a Delay 
than I was aware of. | 
Theoph. 'The more ferioufly and impartially you con- 
fider with your felf, the more diffident Iam apt to think 
you will be, as to the Efficacy of fuch a Repentance. .. 
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Timoth. 1 do not know but Imay. But pray Theophi- 
Jus, what do you fay to the other Inftance, of the Thief 
upon the Crofs, to whom our Saviour promis’d at his 
laft Hour, that he fhould be that Day in Paradife 2 


\ 


St. Luke 23.43. This was a very late Repentance, as. 


late as could be, and yet it proved very fuccefsful, and 
our Saviour declares himfelf fatisfed with ir. | 

Anchith. 1 have been liftening carefully to you all this 
while, Theophilus, and do readily concur with yow’in ail 
you have faid upon this important Subje@ ; and am 
clearly of your Judgment, that no wife Man will dare to 
defer his Repentance, though it be but for one Day. 
But yet this Inftance feems to lie in your Way; and 
the clearing it well, would tend very much to the con- 
firming all you have hitherto argued. 

Theoph. "That is eafily done. But I fear I have alrea- 
dy over-tir'd you with this long Harangue; efpécially 
fince though it be upon a weighty Subje@, and the 
Confideration thereof is very fit and proper for the Ge- 
nerality of Mankind, to prepare them before-hand for 
the State you are now ins yet it is not fo fit all\ our 
Lime fhould be {pent, in what is no more to the Pui pofe 
of our prefent Meeting. And indeed I have been jeve- 
ral Times ready to condemn my felf, for having | en- 
ter'd upon an Argument fo foreign to the Bufinefs we 
came about ; which was to difcourfe with you, who 
both are fick at prefent, and have repented before-hand, 
and whom it is therefore unreafonable to weary whith 
a long Defcription of what is incumbent upon others, 
who are in quite different Circumftances, and are {ill 
_ obliged to the Performance of that Duty, which rou 
have been performing all your Life long. You are one:of 
thofe who, in our Saviour’s Language, * xeed no Be 
pentance, that is, as it implies in it an Entrance upon, a 
new Courfe of Life. And therefore it is not fit to tro u- 
ble you with any more of what has algeady been tio 
burthenfome to you. 
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Anhith. 1 confefs I have lain ftill without interrupt= 
ing you; but I affuré you, it was not without lending 
all the Attention I could, to fo ufeful and profitable a 
Difcourfé. And I muft néeds fay, that you have entef- 
tain'd me to my great Satisfaétton. And I am fo far 
from being uneafy at what you have argued, with fo 
much Perfpicuity and Strength of Reafon, that I hear- 
tily join in the fame Requelt, that you will proceed to 
fatisfy Timotheus, concerning the Thief upon the Crofs, 
and the happy Succefs-of his late Repentance. 

Theoph. ‘Then with your Leave, Auchithanes, I pro- 
ceed. And Firft, I remark, that a fpecial Regard is 
to be had to the Tirne when his Repentance was thus 
rewarded, fuch a'Time as can never happen again whilft 
the World lafts. Fot it was at the Time of our blefled 
Saviour’s Death, whén the Redeemer of the World 
was lift upon the Crofs, for the Atonement of our 
Sins, and our Deliverancé ftom the heavy Indignation 
due to them. And what wonder were it, if at fucha 
Lime as this, he fhould glorify himfelf, by a fingular 
Ad& of Compaffion, and even a Miracle of Mercy, fuch 
as that never was any afterwards to expe@t the like ? 
When our Lord was thus ftupendoufly expofing him- 
felf for the Sake of Mankind, if he did in a peculiar 
and extraordinary Manner thew Kindnefs to a poor 
penitent Sinner, that addreffed to him in Articulo 
Mortis, it will not follow, that he muft do the fame 
to all that fly to him, in every different Citcumftance. 
He that is fo infinite in Mercy, might very well fhew 
#n uncommon Inftance of it, upon fo fignal an Occafi- 
on, without making it a {tanding Rule for others. If 
a general Pardon at a Prince’s coming to his ‘Throne, 
will not infer, that no Criminals are to be punifh'd by 
him. thence-forward through all his Reign, no more 
will what was done at this Time evince, that the famc 
Method is to betaken, and the fame Allowances to be 
made, through all fucceeding Generations. It well be- 
carne fo folemn a Time as this was, to leave fome il- 
luftrious Monument of an unufual Condefcenfion, for 
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the Comfort and Encouragement of fuch as fhould come 
after. But they grofly abufe fuch ineftimable Loving- 
kindnefs,who take Occafion from hence to harden them= 
felves in their Wickednefs, as if they were all entitled 
to the like Commiferation when they come to die, 
though ever fo heavy laden, and fo fhamefully defiled 
with, and enflaved to their Sins. Secozdly, This Thief 
owned our Saviour in fuch a Manner, as argued in hima 
very {trong and operative Faith, inafmuch as otherwife 
he would not have dared to profefs his Belief in him, 
when he faw him confliding with fuch an Excefs of 
Shame and Pain. ‘The hard Ufage our Lord then la- 


bour’d under, was enough to affright any one, not. 


throughly perfwaded of his Divinity, intoa denial ofhim, 
like that of St. Peter, rather than expofe himfelf to all the 
Obloquy, and Reproach, and Pain, and Torture, that 
might be expected to accompany fuch a Profeffion. Yet 
did not all this difcourage this unfeigned Profelyte and 
Penitent, from venturing the utmoft that could be 
added,to the Condemnation he was now fuffering under. 
He gave the fulleft Teftimony that could be of his Faith 
in Chrift, by a free and undaunted owning of him, inthe 
Face of his Perfecutors ; and when his Difgrace and Suf- 
 ferings were fuch as had terrified his own Difciples, and 
put them upon forfaking and denying him. ‘O 4 anchs, 
&c. fays St. Chryfoftom, * The Thief, without having heard 
the Prophets, or feen any Miracles to convince him, behold- 
ing our Saviour faften’d upon the Crofi, attended not to his 
Difgrace, nor regarded his Difhonour, but looking to his Di- 
vinity, brake forth iuto this Petition; Lord, remember me 
when thou comeft into thy Kingdom. And this even whilst 
thofe who had been acquainted with the Declarations of the 
Prophets: concerning him, and had feen his Miracles, cried 


out againft him, that he had a Devil, and deceived the Peo- 


ple. Whilft our Saviour received fuch de{piteful Ufage, 
from fuch as ought to have known better things, this 
new Ditciple was not difhearten’d from making an open 
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Confeffion of him in the Face of the Multitude, then 
affembled to fee him upon the Crofs. Thirdly, We 
know not what fort of Life he had formerly led, nor 
how he had behav’d himfelf, as to the Main of his Con- 
_verfation, That he had been guilty of an A&t of Rob- 
bery, is implied in the Charaer given of him, the 
Sentence of Condemnation pafs’d upon him, and his 
own Acknowledgment, for himfelf and his F ellow-Suf- 
ferer, that they received only the due Reward of their Deeds, 
St. Luke 23.41. But whether he had made a common 
Praétice of it, or had ever liv’d in any other Courle of 
known Wickednefs, we are not told; nor what Steps 
he might poffisly have made towards Repentance, du- 
ring his Confinement. Whence it manifeflly follows, 
that our Saviour’s Procedure towards him, can be no 
Precedent for others to judge by, whofe Sins are too 
notorious, and bear too flagrant Teftimony againft 
them, asno way worthy of the Lenity and Clemency, 
they are fo ready to depend upon. Fourthly, It does 
not appear that this Penitent had ever before heard of 
our Saviour, and the Laws of his Gofpel, and fo pof- 
fibly he furrender’d himfelf upon the very firft Call; 
which makes fo wide a Diftance between his Cafe, and 
that of the Death-bed Penitent, as may juftly filence 
the Pretences of all fuch, to an Acceptance with our 
Lord, at the Jaft Gafp, from this Example, fo very 
different from any Thing they have to plead for them- 
felves. And then it is moft certain, im the laft Place, 
that this is but a fingle Inftance; all Ages, from the 
Beginning of the World, to this Day, not affording 
another like it. And it is very unreafonable to con- 
clude, that becaufe our Lord was once thus wonderful- 
ly merciful, therefore he will be fure to be fo as of- 
ten as a Sinner is unwilling to repent of his Sins, 
whilft he can continue in them. ‘This is a ftrange and 
a fhameful Prefumption upon God’s Goodnefs, and 
which the late Penirent may juftly expe will leave 
him, at beft, ina very difconfolate and dangerous Con- 
dition. I donot fay, that God will not pardon fuch, 
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as, after a long Courfe of Wickednefs, unfeienedly 
turn to him at the Hour of Death: But yet, from 
what I have now faid, I prefume I may fairly conclude, 
he has given us no Aflurance that he will do it, and 
in particular, that nothing of this Nature can be rea 
fonably inferr’d, from this Inftance of the Thief up- 
on the Crofs. | 3 
—Timorh. 1 heartily thank you, good Theophilus, for 
the full and fatisfactory-Account you have given of 
this Inftance, fo often abufed, to the hardening Per- 
fons in their Sins, in hope of a ipeedy Admiffion into 
Heaven, when they can keep them no longer. And 
methinks, if your Dorine were fufficiently publifh’d 
to the World, People would not dare to venture on 
fo heedlefly in their Impieties ; which they now per- 
{wade themfelves will be eafily pardon’d, upon a flight 
Repentance when they come to die. © 


Theoph, This is the very Height of Indifcretion, or 
rather of Folly and Madnefs. And no one in his Wits: 
can poffioly give a Reafon for acting thus unaccounta=' 
bly, nor would ever allow himfelf in it, did not his 
Lufts and Paffions cloud his Judgment; and utterly un- 
qualify him for confulting his own Safety: For if he 
that neglects to repent at prefent, knows not whether 
he fhall have another Day to do it in, or if he have, 
will yet have the fame Impediments to ftruggle with, 
and fo be tempted to defer it to another ‘Lime, and 
thence to another, and fo it may be, never repent at 
all: And again, fuppofe Death fhould fright him into 
Repentance, when he is juft going out of the World ; if* 
he can never be fure thishis Repentance is fuch as would 
produce a real Reformation in him, tho’ Time had 
been allow’d him, nor that it will be available to Sal- 
vation, unlefs it actually do produce fuch a Reforma= 
tion; and if moreover, his two main Supports, of the 
Labourers in the Vineyard, and the Thief upon the 
Crofs, both fail him, he has all the Reafon in the 
World, to look upon himfelf as in the ready Way to” 
everlafting Ruin, and muft be a ‘moft defperate 
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Enemy to his own Soul, if he refolve ftill to perfift 
in it. 

Anchith. This is fo neceflary a Confequence of the 
foregoing Doétrine, that I earneftly wifh all would 
be conftantly mindful of it, and would diligently im- 
prove it to their own Advantage. I am jure thofe. 
mut leave themfelves without all Excufe, who do not. 
Nor is there any greater Folly in the World, than the 
deferring of Repentance, unlefs it be what too fre- 
quently follows upon this, the not doing it at all. 

Timoth. Befides, it is to be confider'd, that each Day 
any one defers his Repentance, he continues in his Sin, 
and fo is yet adding to his Account, and treafuring up 
to himfelf new Matter of Grief, and Sorrow, and 
Shame, and Remorfe, and Anguifh, againft his intended 
Time of bethinking himfelf. And what a monftrous 
Abfurdity is it, fora Man knowingly and wilfully to 
do what he is convine’d before-hand muft prove Bit- 
ternefs in the End; and if it do not confign him over 
to eternal Mifery, as there is too juft Reaton to fuf- 
ped it will, muft however overwhelm his Soul with 
Confufion and Terror, and be a Vexation abundantly 
beyond all the Pleafure he could ever hope for from it ? 

Theoph. Upon the whole it is plain, beyond all 
Doubt, that it is every Chriftian’s chief Intereft and 
Concern, immediately, and in good Earneft, to fet 
upon this weighty and neceflary Work, if he has hi- 
therto neglected it; and upon the Perfecting it, and 
rendring it as compleat as may be, if he has it not now 
to begin. And I muft therefore beg Leave to recom- 
mend that excellent Advice of the wife Son of Syrach, 
as well deferving every one’s ferious Attention and Pra- 
Gice. * Return unto the Lord and forfake thy Sins ; make 
thy Prayer before his Face, and_offend lefs. Turn again to 
the moft High, and turn away from Iniquity; For he will 
lead thee out of Darknefs into the Light of Health ; and 
hate thou Abomination vehemently. + Before Judgment, 
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examine thy felf, and in the Day of Vifitation thou fhalt 
find Mercy. Humble thy Jelf before thou be fick: And in 
the Time of Sins foew Repentance. Let nothing hinder thee 
to pay thy Vows in due Time, and defer not until Death to 
be juftified. \| Think upon the Wrath that fhall be at the 
End; and the Time of Vengeance, when he fhall iurn away 
his Face. | 
Anchith, And this good Ufe I beg of God, that I 
may be able to make of it, Ithank God, I have not 
the Bufinefs of my whole Life now upon my Hands; 
yet I cannot but pray moft fervently, That God will ~ 
grant me his Grace to carry me through my laf? Confit 
with that Patience and Refignation, and will fortify my good 
Purpofes with fuch Courage and Refolution, and give me 
fuch Power over all my Sins, as that I may retain no Man- 
ner of Inclinaticn to them, but may be always improving in 
Virtue and Gooduefs, for the little Time I have to flay here ; 
and whenfoever I {hall be taken hence, may be fet above the 
Reach of all Temptations, and continually employ’d in found- 
ing forth Hullelujabs to the King of Heaven; to him who 
wos, and i, and is to come, and to fefus Chrift the faith- 
ful Witnefs, the Firft-begotten from the Dead, and the Prince 
of the Kings of the Earth; who hath loved us, and wafbed 
us from our Sins in his own Blood, and hath made ws Kings 
and Priefts unto God and his Futher ; to him be Glory and 


Dominion for ever and ever. Amen, 
rag 


A Prayer for Strength againft Temptations, and 
Improvement in Virtue and Goodnefs. 


My God, be thou merciful unto me, and help my poor 
Endeavours to pleafe thee. Iam earnefily defirous to 
approve my felf unto thee. But alas! the Corruption of my. 
Nature, and the Weaknefs of my Fuculties ave fuch, that the 
bet of my Performances are all polluted and defiled, And 


oe 


ae The more remote 
to my unfpeakable Grief I find, that when to wil] is prefent 


with me, yet how to perform that which is Good, I know not. 
Such is the wretched State wherein I am at prefent; and 
Shouldft thou leave me to my felf, I could never hope fur an 
Amendment. Wherefore, O Lord; be merciful unto me, and 
aj! ft me with thy Spirit, which alone can carry me fuccefsfully 
thro’ the great Work Tam engag’diu. Do thou but freak the 
Wvd, and thy Servant fhall be healed. I am a poor, feeble, 
zmpotent Creature, utterly unable of my felf to do what thou 
vequireft of me. But if thou once beftow thy Grace upon me, 
that alone will be fufficient to carry me on againft all Oppoft- 
tion, whether from Men or Devils, or from mine own finful 
aud vicious Inchmations. Deny me not that Alliftance which 


thou. feeft needful for me, to enable me to do thy Hill; and 


which to that End I moft humbly beg of thee. Let thy 
Strength be made vifthle inmy Weaknefs. And whenever thot 
Seeft me like to fall, by wha:foever fort of Temptation, do thou 
Stretch forth thy Almighty Hand, and keep me up. Let no- 
thing ever prevail againft me, aud draw me afide from that 
Duty thou requireft of me, But grant I may fet thee the 
Lord always before my Face, that in nothing I Sin agains? 
thee; that I may efchew Evil and do Good ; may work out my 
Salvation with Fear and Trembling, and give the utmoft Di- 
ligence for making my Calling and Eleétion fure, before I {ball 
g0 hence and be wa more feen ; may be ftedfaft and unmove- 
able, always abiunding in the Work of the Lord, forafmuch as 
Ljow that my Labour fhall not be in vain in the Lord; aud 

ay daily improve in Goodnefs, and continually advance from 
one Degree of Grace to another, till Grace fhall at laft be con- . 
Jummated in everlafting Glory, through Felis Chris? our, 
Lord and only Saviour, Amen. oe 


Theoph. I pray God tohear your Prayer, and that he 
will give each of us Grace, not only to depart from all 
Iniquity, but to perfect Holinefs in his Fear. ‘There isan 
excellent Meditation to this Purpofe, that I] lately met 
with in a certain devout Author, that might feem well 
worthy of your Attention, but for the Length of it ; 


swhich I doubt you cannot difpenfe with at prefent. 
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Anchith, Yes, very well; and pray let us have it « 
For I am defirous to hear any Thing that tends to 
promote fo good a Defign. ¥ 
 Theoph. He * repretents a Penitent Sinner bemoan- 
ing his own Folly, and declaring how exceedingly mife- 
rable he mult have been, had it not been for the un- 
fpeakable Goodnefs, and Clemency of Almighty God to- 
wards him. ‘There is not a Moment patled, fays he, 
© from my coming into the World to this Time, where- 
in I might not have died. Many Caufes, fome of 
which I know, tho’ others I do not, might eafily 
have wrought this Effet upon me. Thisisa certain 
and undoubted Truth. And yet how very few of 
thefe many Moments have there been, wherein I 
could have died without being utterly loft? For, 
alas! How incapable have I been of dying the Death 
of the Righteous? How have I wanted rhat Repen- 
tance, that Faith, tharCharity, and thofe other Vir- 
tues, without which it is not poffible for me, not to 
be the Obje@ of the Divine Wrath, whether in Life 
or Death? A great Part of my Time has been fpent 
in a fenfelefs Negligence. And oftentimes I have fal- 
len into grofs Sins ; and have not prefently applied 
my felf to God for the Pardon of them; or if I 
have fought to him for Pardon, it has been coldly 
and indifferently, without the Sorrow and Fervency 

which are neceflarily required in order to it, And 
when I take a Review of the maft confiderable Stages 
of my Life paft, how little of it does there appear, of 
which I can fay that it has not been fullied with fome 
habitual Sin? If from the reft of my Life all rhar be 
‘taken away, wherein my Mind had entertain’d any 
‘Refentment,or Hatred, or Quarrel, againft any of my 
Brethren,. or wherein I have unjuflly detain’d what 
of Right belonged to him, or haye been under thé 
Power of a final Affection for this World*s Goods ; 
and have been ready to ijacrifice my Salvation, and my 
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: Confcience to them, by known and deliberate Sinss 
_ how very {mall will the Remainder be ? And had I 
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died in fuch an Eftate, how deplorable a Cafe muft | 
I have now been in? I had undoubtedly been now in. 
Fell, fuftering the fame Tortures, with thofe the Di- 
vine Juftice has condemn’d to that doleful Place of 
Punifhment. HowamIthen indelted tothe immenfe 
Goodnefs of my Creator, for preferving me from 
what might fo eafily and naturally have befallen me ? 
A Favour that has not been granted to divers others 
that I had known, and than whom I have not better de- 
ferv’d it at his Hand ; whom I have feen taken hence 
either by Sicknefs, or fuch unforefeen Accidents as I 
have been fuffer’d to efcape. And can J ever fet too 
high a Value upon fuch abundant Clemency and Com- 
paffion ? Yet to what Purpofe does all this Kindnefs 
ferve, if it do not put me upon a conftant Care, never 
to run the fame Danger again, wheretoI have hitherto 
been expos'd ? AsI might poflibly have died in any 
Moment of my Life paft, fo may I, for ought I know 
to the contrary, at this prefent Inftant, or at any 
Time yet to come. . There is no one Minute of my 
Life, that may not be that of my Mafter’s coming. 
And canIthen forbear always to behave my felf fo, 
as that whenfoever he fhall appear, he may find me 
watching, and in a Readineis for his Reception ? 
How am I concern’d, either to procure a Peace and 
Reconciliation with God, or at leaft to get my felf 
affured upon good Ground that Iam already in that 
blefled State, andmoreover to guard my felf with the 
utmoft Diligence, againft whatever might endanger 
the Lofs of io ineftimable an Advantage ? Ina Word, 
How am J obliged to renounce all fort of Wickednefs, 
to calt off the Love of the Creatures, and give my felf 
entirely up to God, and make it my only Study to 
pleafe and ferve him? The only Difficulty I cbferve 
in refolving this, is from the Power thefe outward 
good Things have got over me, and my Averfenefs 
to the Thoughts of parting with them, together 
* with 
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with the vain and falfe Hope I have, of making the. 
Intereft of Earth and Heaven confift together, either 
by allowing the prefent Seafon to the former, and 
Futurity to the fecond, or by taking Pains by Turns, 
fomecimes for the one, and fometimes for the other. 
But can I ftupidly fufter my felf to be drawn afide by 
fuch gro{s Delufions ? Can I, in the firft Place, weigh 
the Interefts of this Life, againft thofe of the Life to 
come ? How hard muft I wink before I can let the 
Defire of gaining Earth make me venture the Lofs of 
Heaven, and to enjoy a little the more Pleafure, du-. 
ring the few Moments that remain of my Life here, 
dare to be miferable, through the vaft Extent of a 
boundleis Eternity ? On the other Side, if I wholly 
employ my prefent Time in purfuit of the Things of 
this World, what Affurance can I have of an Oppor- 
tunity hereafter, wherein to fecure an Intereft in 
Heaven ? If the future Seafon I promife my felf fhould 
never come, but Death fhould inatch me away in the 
mean Time, what Profit fhall I have of ail the Trou- | 
ble I had been at in feeking after thefe temporal Ad- 
vantages ? In fhort, how can I ever believe, that the 
little Time I have to live, and which yet is always 
upon the Wing, will laft long enough both to fettle 
me upon Earth, and to open Heaven Gates for 
me? In truth it will fcarce fuffice for the accomplith- 
ing either of the two Defigns. And to attempt 
both at the fame Time, isthe ready way to fucceed in 
neither. Wherefore fuppofing me once convinc’d in 
my Mind, of what in reality I know not how to 
queftion, namely, that nothing is of fo great Concern 
to meas my Salvation, that this is the chief and moft 


-confiderable Intereft I ever had, or can have ; it is in- 


deed, my only Intereft, before which whatever elfe I 
aim at vanifhes into nothing, and may in no wife be 
compar’d with it ; can I poffibly think my felf at Li- 
berty to run the Hazard of fo ineftimable a Prize, ra- 
ther than imploy all the Powers I have, and all the 
Time my. Lord affords me, in the Profecution of : t? 

. vee, 
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® See here then my grand and moft important Affair ! 
* See here the only lawful Object of my moft unwearied 
© Endeavours! To this it is Iam to apply my urmoft 
* Force; and I fhafl have Reafon to think my felf hap- 
“ py beyond Meafure, if I can but at laft attain to it, ° 
© But how doI talk of Force and Ability, who perceive, 
* to my Sorrow, how exceeding impotent and weak I 
© am; and how incapable I find my felf of difcharging 
* the fmatleft Matters as 1 ought, and that I cannot of 
* my felf conceive a good Thought, fo far am I from 
* performing a truly good Adtion? This Reflection, O 
© my God, would calt me into Defpair, if I did not 
© know that thy Grace is fufficient for me. I can do no- 
‘ thing without thy Affiftance, but thou canft enable 
© me to doall Things. Thou canft ftrengthen and fup- 
* port me, and perfe& in me what I fhould in vain at- 
* tempt, without thy Help. Yet this is not all. For 
“ thou haft not only Power enough to fupply my Im-' 
€ potence, but Goodnefs enough too not to difdain to 
€ difplay it, in favour of fuch as utterly diftrufting 
* themfelves, place their whole Affiance in thee alone. | 


A Prayer for Heavenly-mindednefs and Purity 
| : of Heart. 


f “T= IS fTruft in thee] és my only Refuge, O my 
© SB God: It is thine alone that preferves me from being 
© totally difcourag’d. I hope that thou wilt afford me fuch 
© Succours as thou feeft neceffary for me, and which I beg of 
© thee from the Bottom of my Heart. Defer not, O good 
€ God, to help me, till the latter Eud of my Life, but grant 
¢ me, from this very Hour, to be fenfible of the faving Ef- 
€ ficacy of thy good Spirit. Root out of me that unhappy In- 
€ clination I have to the Earth, and its deceitful Alure- 
* ments. And grant I may breathe only after Heavenly 
“ Things, or to fpeak more properly, after thee alone, who 
“art the only Treafure whereby EF can become rich indeed, 
© Give me Grace to love thee in the fuft Place, aud above 
py a lee ih ti ama a 
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© all Things, tc confecrate all the Motions of my Heart to 
* thee, a Heart, that having been inade for none but thee, 
“ caunot fteop, without leffening it felf, to any inferior Ob- 
« jetts. Seize tits Heart, O God, for thy felf, and refufe 
* not to place thy Throne in it, and fubjedt all its Inclina- 
© sions to thy felf{, that nothing may ever avife in it that 
“ ws not according to thy Will, and tends not to promote thy 
© Glory, In cue Word, O Lord, difpofe all Things in fuch a 
* Manuer, as that Imay live ig thy Fear, and die in thy Fa- 
© wour and Love. Amen. | 


Timoth. Thus ought every good Chriftian to pray. 
But Theophilus, 1 fhould ftill have a farther Requeft to 
you, were it not for fear of being over-troublefome 
to Anchithanes, whom I think we ought to take Pity 
upon, and leave him to himfelf, and to his Ref, af- 
ter fo long an Exercife of his Patience. For tho’ your 
Difcourfe is both entertaining and inftruétive ; ir may 
be too much for one whofe Spirits are low, and his 
Body diforder’d, and who may need therefore to be 

uiet. 

Theoph. I wifh what I have faid had come up to the 
Dignity of the Subje& I have been treating of, than 
which nothing can be of more univerfal Concern to 
Mankind. But pray what is it you would have asked 
farther ? : ve 

Timoth, That you would have declared wherein con~ 
fifts the Nature of that Repentance for which you 
have been thus earneftly arguing, that fo a Man may 
know, not only what Obligation he is under to the 
faithful Difcharge of it, but likewife how he may dif- 
charge it aright.. 3 | 

Theoph. Your Motion, I confefs, were very proper, 
were it not unfeafonable at prefent. For we muk 
have a Care not to trefpafs too far upon Axchithanes, 
who, though he is very obliging, and will not com- 
plain of us, muft needs wifh within himfeif, that we 
would be going : ‘Therefore we had better forbear at 
prefent, and appoint another Day to meet and fectie 
that Enquiry. nes Auchith, « 
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Anchith. Pray, dear Theophilus, let me by no Means 
occalion any Interruption of your Difcourfe ; for I 
thank God I am not fo ill as you may imagine. Iam, - 
and have been very eafy, and though fomewhat faint, 
yet not to fuch a Degree, but that I have been moft 
agreeably entertain’d by you hitherto; and could be 
very glad to hear Timotheus’s Queftion well anfwer’d, 
that fo I may pick out fomething for my own Ufe. 

Theoph. This will be too large a Task to enter upon _ 
at prefent, and I muft therefore entreat, that you will 
pleafe to difmifs us at this ‘Time. 

Anchith. 1 know not how to do that, Iam fo defi- 
yous of your Decifion of that weighty Point, that you 
can no way fo far oblige me, as by granting Timothens 
his proper and feafonable Requetft. 

Theoph. Since you have given your Word, Auchi- 
thanes, that this Undertaking is not difagreeable to you 
at this Time; I] fhall make no farther Excufes, but fet 
my felf to difpatch what you defire, though with all 
the Brevity I can. Now the firft Thing implied in this 
great Duty of Repentance, isa Sight of Sin, and Sor- 
row for it, as for the worft of all Evils, and indeed 
the Caufe of all others, highly offenfive to Almighty 
God, and infinitely deftructive of our own Welfare, 
both now in this‘World, and irrecoverably to all Eter- 
nity in the other. It is a notorious Difobedience and 
Affront to our Sovereign Lord and Creator, whofe we 
are, and to whom all our Services are due, and whofe 
Laws we cannot violate without the vileft Difingenuity 
and Undutifulnefs. He gave us our Being, and pre- 
ferves us in’ it, and all the good ‘Things we at any 
Time partake of, proceed purely from his Bounty to 
us. Ja him we live, and move, and have our Being; and 
to him we are accountable for all our Doings, and for 
our good or ill Management of the divers ‘Talents and 
Bleffings he intrufts us with. And what can be more 
intolerably mif-becoming, than to rife up in Rebelli- 
on againit fuch a gracious Benefactor, return him 
Indignities and Defpite, for all his Muynificence and 
e Hate Bounty, 
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Bounty, Enmity for his L@ve, and Hatred for his good 
Will? And is not the having done this, enough tomake 
a Man abhor himfelf in Duft Afhes ? How fhould 
» it cover our Faces with Confufion, and fill our Hearts 
with the moft pungent Sorrow, to think that we 
fhould ever have indulged our felves, in a Courfe of 
fuch Undutifulnefs to the beft of Lords, fuch intolera- 
ble Difobedience to the kindeft and moft loving of 
Benefactors, on whom is all our Dependence, and all 
our Hope? If we confider our felves only as Creatures 
made and protected by him, and who have all the Rea- 
fon in the World to fubmit to his Government, eve- 
ry wilful and deliberate Offence againft him muft be 
highly provoking. And the Remembrance of every 
{uch Tranfgreflion ought to ftick hard upon us, and 
make us reftlefs and impatient, till we fhall have ob- 
taind the Pardon of it. But then if we farther ob- 
ferve, that our good and gracious God has, not only ta- 
ken Care of our Bodies, to accommodate us with the 
good ‘T ee of this Life, but has much more glori- 
oufly manitfefted his exceffive Loving-kindnefs towards 
us, in the Care he has condefcended to take for the 
Weltare of our immortal Souls; that he not only en- 
ter'd into Covenant with Man to make him abundant- 
ly happy, upon Condition of a dutiful Obedience to 


his Laws; but when all Mankind had fiuned, and {o come - 


Short of the Glory of God, and had juftly deferv’d the 
_ Severity of his Indignation, to fuffer for their Wick- 
ednefs, both in this World, and in that which is to 
come, he outgit his immenfe Goodnefs commiferated 
our loft undot€ Condition, and found out a Ranfom for 
ws, when no Hope of Refcue any other way appear’d, 


or could be imagin’d, by giving his own Son, his only- 
begotten and well-beloved Son, the over-blefled Fefus, 


to affume our Nature, and be born into the World, to 
lead a mean and troublefome Life, to be defpifed and 
rejeited of Men, flouted and derided, and at laft put 
to Death upon the Crofs for our Redemption ; that (a) 
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as in our fir Parent Adam all had died, fo in him the 
fecond Adam all might be made alive. Whofoever, I 
fay, obferves this aftonifhing Manifeftation of the Di- 
vine Goodnefs, towards rebelliousand finful Men, may 
well ftand amaz’d to think, that they fhould ever find 
in their Hearts to difobey a God of fuch abundant, fuch 
exceflive Pity toward us. This is the utmoft Heighth 
of Ingratitude, as well as Difobedience, and can never 
be fufliciently lamented, by all the Tears we can fhed, 
and Sighs and Groans we can fend forth. Though we 
fhould go mourning all the Day long; though with David, 
we fhould (4) make our “Bed to fwim, and water our Couch 
with our Tears ; though with Hezekiah, we fhould (c) 
chatter like a Crane or a Swallow, and mourn as a Dove, till 
our Eyes fhuuld fail with looking upwards; with Daniel 
fhould (d) fet our Face unto the Lord God to feek by Pray- 
er and Supplications, with Fafting, and Sackcloth, and Afhes 5 
and with the Penitents in the ancient Church, fhould 
(e) put on Sackcloth, and cover our felves with Afbes, and 
cast our felves down in the midft of the Congregation ; fbould 
punifh our felves with Fafting and Wailing, and all forts of 
Mortification ; fhould fall down to. the Faithful, and embrace 
their Knees, and kifs their Feet, and feek by all means pof- 
fible to obtain their Prayers in our Behalf; fhould we do 
all this, and a thoufand 'Times more by Way of Pe- 
nance, for our abufe of fo good, fo gracious a Re- 
deemer, we cou'd never duly bewail the Heinoufnefs 
of fuch Iniquity. So that if we confiaer only the Wick- 
ednefs of our Sins, and the horrid Guilt contracted by 
them, we have all abundant Caufe to nt and be- 
moan them, and to fhew forth the greateft Abhorrence 
and Deieftation of them. And yet have we {till more 
Reafon to do it, if hereto be added the mifchievous 
Effe&ts of them in relation to our felves, as they are 
the only Means of robbing us of God’s Favour, and ex- 
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pofing u$ to his juft Indignation, and thereby of bring- 
ing down his heavy Judgments upon us here in this 
World, and of delivering us over to his eternal Ven- 
geance in the other, to be fentenced fiom his Prefence, 
and the Glory of his Power, and be caft into outer Dark 
nefs, where will be weeping and wailing, and guafbing 
of Teeth for evermore, and have cur Part in the Lake that 
burns with Fire and Brimftone ; which is the fecond Death, 
and the fharpeft and moft intolerable, as well as the 
moft lafting of all Punifaments. Wherefore fuch being . 
the Guilt, and the terrible Fruit of our Sins, every one 
that is not wilfully blind muft neceffarily fee, what 
indifpenfible Obligations all are under, to abomi- 
nate and deteft them, and loath themfeives becaufe 
of them, and earneftly fue to the Throne of Grace 
for Mercy and Forgivenefs, and Ability to walk more 
holily for future. This is the firfk Part of Repen- | 
tance, a hearty Sorrow for Sin, and an Abhorrence of 
it, and of our felves becaufe of it. "The next isa firm 
and f{teady Purpofe of forfaking it. And nothing is 
more natural, than to refolve to flee from, and avoid 
what we know to be not only bad in it felf, but deftru- 
Give alfo to all that indulge themfelves in it. They 
whole Hearts are fo harden’d, and their Eyes foblinded, 
as not to difcover the Evil of Sin, may fenfelefly choofe 
to liveinit. But all others muft be felf-condemn’d, if 
they do not unfeignedly refolve upon a fpeedy Renunci- 
ation of it, and take Care moreover to put fuch their Re- 
folution in practice. ‘To this, common Prudence and 2 
defire of our Welfare dire&s, as we would not ruin | 
our felves Beyond Recovery. The Checks of our 
own Confciences alfo recommend it, reprehending us 
for what we have done amifs, and reminding us how 
much it is our Duty to live in the Exercife of the con= 
trary Virtues. And this the holy Scriptures from 
Time to Time inculcate with the greatelt Earneftnefs, 
and under the fevereft Penalties ; requiring (a) to deny 
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all Ungodtinefs and worldly Lufts, and to live foberly, righ 
teoufly, and godly, in this prefeut evil World; (b) to ceafe 
to do evil, and learn to do well ; (c) to repent and be con- 
‘werted, that our Sins may be blotted out; (d) to caf? off 
the Works of Darkuefs, and put on the Armour of Light 5 
and, in a Word, (e) to repent and turn to God, and do 
Works meet for Repentance. And in truth, without this, 
all our Sorrow for our Sins, and the Sight and Senfe 
we have of them, inftead of atoning, will aggravate 
our Guilt, and increafe our Condemnation, and will 
entitle us to the dreadful Fate of that obftinately dif- 
obedient Servant, who knows his Mafter’s Will, but 
for not doing it, as he is convine’d he ought, (f) fhall 
be beaten with many Stripes. ‘The clearer AtpteHention 
any have of their Sins, the more deplorable is their 
Condition, and the greater Share of Torments they 
mult expect in the other Life, if they ftill continue in 
them. And this therefore is the other Part of our Re- 
pentance, that to our Sight of our Sins, and Sorrow 
and Humiliation becaufe of them, we add alfo a fub- 
fequent Care to refrain from them, and walk in all Re- 
{peéts as becomes good Chriftians. Without this, our 
Repentance, how penfive and affecting foever, is ne- 
verthelefs incompleat, and will never ftand us in any 
flead. 

Timoth, You have been like your felf, Theophilus, ve- 
ry kind and obliging, in giving your felf thus much 
‘Trouble at my Entreaty. And which is an unequal} 
Return for it, you have hereby embolden’d me to pray 

-a farther Favour from you; which is, that you would 
in like manner inform me how a Refolution of Amend- 
ment is to be form’d, fo as that it may hold out in 
Time of ‘Temptation, and may really produce the 
Amendment intended by it. ! | 

Theoph. This is a very pertinent Enquiry, and which 
deferves the ferious Confideration of all that would re- 
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Pent to Purpofe ; fo as not to deceive themfelves 
with a Name to live, whil? they ave dead, and ulelefs as 
to the proper Purpofes of Living; and therefore I fhall 
make no Difficulty of giving you the cleareft Anfwer I 
can to it. It is certain too many refolve with them- 
felves to amend and live well ; whofe Refolutions fand 
them in no flead, becaufe not founded upon a found 
Bottom; either not made from a right Principle, or 
not duly confider’d, together with the Temptations 
that may arife to the contrary, whereby they are pre- 
fently fhaken, and fo they become Jike the Morning- 
Cloud, and like the early Dew that goeth away. For the 
Cure of which Mitchief, we muft fee that our Refolu- 
tions be fix’d and weil fettled, that they be our delibe- 
rate Choice, and what we are fully bent upon adhering 
faithfully to, whatever the Confequence be as to this 
Tite. ‘They muft be like that of Sjbua, who had 
fet his Heartto ferve the Lord, and had his Mind fo 
fix d upon it, that he would conftantly cleave to him, 
tho’ none elfe fhould. For thus he befpeaks the Chil- 
dren of Jfrael, like a faithful Servant of the true God, 
and who was zealouily defirous that all fhould fer them- 
felves to ferve him a-right, but would do it himfelf, 


though he fhould have none but his own Family to join - 


with himin it. ™ Now therefore fear’ the Lord, and Jerve 
him in Sincerity and in Truth, and put away the Gods which 


jour Fathers ferv'd cn the other Side of the Flood, aud in 


Egypt, and ferve ye the Lord. And if it feem Evil unto 
you to ferve the Lord, choofe you this Day whom you wil 
ferve, whether the Gods which your Fathers ferv’d, that were 
on the other Side of the Flood, or the Gods of the Amorites, 
in whufe Land ye dwell: But as for me and my Fhufe, WE 
WILL SERVE THE LORD. Or like that of Fob, + 
Til I die I will wot remove my Iutegrity from me, My 
Righteoufnefs [ will hold fast, and will not let it go; my 
Heart fhall not reproach me fo long as I live. And again 
: of Elibu, to the fame Purpofe, || [ will mot offend any 
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more, that which I fee not, teach thou me; and if I have 
done Iniguity, J will dono more. Where you fee he re- 
folutely declares againft allknown Sin, [well not offend 
any more ; and if he had mifcarried throughIgnorance, 
and done what he ought not, he defires to be better 
inftruéted, with a Promife never to offend again in 
the like Manner. That which I fee not, teach thou me ; 
and if I have done Iniquity, I will do no more. "Thus 
muft every Penitent ftedfaftly and pofitively fix his 
Refolution of ferving God fincerely and-uprightly, 
without a Referve for any beloved Vice, or any ‘Trou- 
ble or Difficulty, Lofs or Difappointment, it may bring 
upon him. And to this End, the following Rules are 
to be carefully obferv'd, in order to a right Method 
of forming our Refolutions, and the lafting Effect and 
Benefit of them. Firft, They muft be ferious and hear- 
ty. And we muft not only abhor all Hypocrify, in 
promifing what we never intend to perform ; but muft 
take Care moreover, that we be not faint and indif- 
ferent in them. We muft not be like St. Auguftin in 
his Youth, who afterwards penitently profefles of him- 
Jelf, that (2) when he was young, he beg'd of God to endue him 
with Chaftity, faying, Give me Chaftity, but not yet; fearing to 
be heard in fuch his Requeft, and be prefently heal’d, whilft in 
truth he wanteth to have his Lufts fiill farther fatis fied, rather 
than extinguifo d; nor like Pharoah, (b) who whilft God's 
Hand lay heavy upon him, made fair Promifes to Mofes 
and Jaron, that he would detain the People no lon- 
ger, and perhaps he had fome Thoughts of doing ag 
he faid for the prejent, but did not mind to perform 
his Promife, when again at Eafe, but exercifed his won- 
ted Severity towards them. We muft rather fet our 
elves to imitate Zaccheus, (c) who, to fhew the Sincerity 
of his Repentance, immediately offer‘d to give largely 
to the Poor, and to make a fourfold Reftitution to all 
he had wronged. We muft (d) turu to the Lord with 
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all our Heart, and with all our Soul, mut deal clearly 
and uprightly with him, and not feek to deceive, .cle~ 
ther him or our felves, with fair Promifes, of what we 
are not much concern’d whether swe perform or no, and 
muft fee to undertake nothing but what at the fame 
Time we are fully purpofed to fulfil, to the utmoft of 
our Power. Which that we may do as we ought, a 
fecond Rule that I would recommend in the forming 
our holy Refolutions is, that they be built upon fuch Foun- 
dations as will hold at all Times, andin all Cafes. "Vhey 
muft not be madé upon any contingent particular Rea-~ 
fons which may vary, and fo may fail us; and upon 
the Failure whereof we may be in Danger of relapling 
into our former evil Courfes. We muft not renounce 
a Sin, only becaufe it is fhameful or difadvantageous to 
our temporal Welfare ; becaufe fo we fhall be apt to 
be drawn into it, when it may be committed with 
Privacy and Impunity ; nor only becaufe we are fick, 
and apprehend our felves like to die, becaufe then if 
we recover, the main Occafion of our Refolution will 
be removed for the prefent, and fo we fhall be temp- 
ted to Sin again, in hope of another Opportunity of 
repenting when Death fhkall threaten us again. If we 
refolye to be honeft, only in hope of acquiring here- 
by.a good Reputation, and fo of advancing our felves 
in the World; this Refolution will laft no longer, if 
we once happen to meet with an Opportunity of an- 
fwering this End, by fome unexpected beneficial A& of 
Knavery that may turn to great Account, and do our 
Bufinefs atonce. And fo in other Cafes, an uncertain - 
fallible Foundation of our Refolutions will be in great 
Danger of rendering them ineffectual ; at leaft we can 
never be fure it willnot. And he that would acquit 
himfelf like a good Chriftian, muft feek therefore for 
a firmer Bafis whereon to ground his Refolutions, 
which will enable them to hold out, like a Houfe built 
upon a Rock, again{t all the Violence of. Wind or Wa- 
ter. Hemutt fee that they proceed from a true Senfe 
gf the Evil of Sin, and the ey and Advantage 
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of Virtue and Goodnefs, the Duty he owes to his Ma- 
ker, the Worth of his ‘immortal Soul, the Covenant 
he enter’d into at his Baptifm, the Profeffion he makes, 
of following his bleffed Saviour’s Example, ‘and being 
Holy, as he which has called him is Fly, a Remembrancé 
of God’s Prefence always with us, and the Account he 
will exact from eachone of us at the laft Day, and the 
like. ‘Thefe are Reafons that will hold good always, 
and be a Defence againft all kind of Sin, and all Temp- 
tations to it, and can be flighted by none that are fe- 
rioufly concern’d for their own Welfare, either here or 
hereafter, And what Refolutions are thus firmly fet- 
tled, but none elfe, may fafely be relied upon, as like 
to anfwer their Defigns upon all Occafions and Tri- 
als. Befides which, a Third Rule to be obferv'd in 
making our Refolutions, is, Thar they be made with due 
Deliberation, and a thorough Inquiry into the Nature 
of the Duty, whereto we are engaging our felves, in as 
much as otherwife it is fhrewdly to be fufpected, they 
Will not laft long’ We may defign well in making 
them; but this is not enough, unlefs we take Care to 
make them well, I mean, upon fuch a thorough Obfer- 
vation, of the Advantages and Inconveniencies that may 
attend them, on the one Hand, and on the other, as 
may prepare us for an undaunted Encounter, with all 
the Oppofition we may ‘meet with ‘in the Profecution 
ofthem. And we muii therefore take the fame Courfe 
ashe, * who intending to build a Tower, fits down firft and 
counteth the Coft, whether he hath fufficieat to finifh it; or 
that King’ who going to make War againft another King, 
fitteth down firft and confultéth, whether he be able with Ten 
Thoufand,"to' cect’ him’ that cometh againft him with Twen-~ 
ty Thoufand. ‘And indeed, if this Courfe be not taken, . 
no one knows to what Mifchiefs he fhall expofe him-. 
felf, for want of it.'' For let'a Man réfolve ever’ fo fe- 
rioufly and pioufly, arid upon ‘ever fo found a Principle, 
yet he may poffibly be far from having refolved aright, 
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fintefS his Refolution be confiderate, and well weighed 
before-hand. It is not enough to refolve upon a new 
Life, on fome fudden Tranfport, fome unufual Fit of 
Devotion, fome prefent ill Confequence he has felt o 
his Sins.; or without attending to the proper Method 
to be takén, and means to be ufed, in order to a Re- 
formation : He that thus founds his good Refolutions upor 
Heats of Palfiow, fets his Soul, as a great Man {fpeaks, 
“upon aWeathercock, which every contrary Blaft, of Humour, 
or Intereft, blows into a contrary Pofition, His indeliberaté 
Refolutions may light upon a wrong Obje&, and fo be- 
come unlawful, or lay upon him unneceflary Impofiti- 
ons, and fo prove a needlefs Burden to him ; or they 
_ may fail in Time of Trial, and fo leave him in a far 
worle Condition, than if they had never been madé, 
1. I fay, They may light upon a wrong Object, and 
fo become unlawful. “Che Bounds between Good and 
Fvil, Right and Wrong, Virtue and Vice, aré not 
always fo manifeft and clear; but that a well-méaning 
Man may poffibly be miftaken concerning them. Not only 
the Extremities are immediately diftinguifh’d, but near= 
er Approaches too may be eatfily difcernible. Yet the 
Borders of them lie fo clofe, and the Ridge that parts 
them is fo narrow, and in fome Cafés makes fo little 
Appearancé,that a Man may be apt to flep over it before ’ 
he is aware. And for this Reafon when he is to fix his 
Choice, he had need have his Eyes and his Thoughts. 
about him, and obferve well with himfelf, what Courfé 
he is to take, and where he may fafély fix his Mark. 
And if he do not; he may too late find, that he has had 
the Misfortune to embrace Coveteoufnefs, inftead of a 
prudent Management; or Profufénefs on thé other 
Hand, inftead of a becoming Hofpitality; Superftition, 
initead of trueand regular Devotion; Revenge, inftéad 
of a juft Vindication of himfelf ; Difobédience to thé 
Commands of lawful Authority. inftead of a Care for thé 
Purity of God’s Worfhip ; or Treafon and Rebéllion, 
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inftead of a due Regard to the Safety and: Welfaré of 
Society. ‘This is one Reafon, anda very good one, why 
a Man fhould make all his Refolutions, of Améndment 
and a holy Life, with a great deal of Warinefs and 
Deliberation, to prevent his miftaking the Nature o 
shis Duty, and that he may not be really finning againit 
God, whilft he takes himfelf to be doing him Service. 
And another is, to avoid laying needlels Impofitions 
upon himfelf; by obliging himfelf to fuch Courfes, as, 
if Jawful, will much abridge his Chriftian Liberty, and 
fo by that Means become burdenfome to him. Such 
are Vows of Celibacy and of wilful Poverty, of fpend- 
ing more ‘Time in Retirement and Devotion, than a 
Man’s Circumftances can reafonably allow of ; of abfti- 
nence {com fome particular forts of Meat or Drink? 
or whatever laysa greater Reftraint upon People than 
is proper for them, all Things confider'd. Which 
might eafily be avoided, by a deliberate weighing all 
fuch Vows and Refolutionsbefore-hand, and examining 
what Ground there’ is for them, and what Inconveni- 
enciesand Mifchiefs may enfue upon them. ‘Thisthere- 
fore common Prudence would dire& to, as a propet 
Method for preventing fuch ‘Troubles and Inconveni~ 
encies, asa Man might otherwife run into, to the Pre= 
judice of his Health, or his Eftate, or his Liberty, ei- 
ther of Soul or Body ; and might fometimes be an un~ 
forefeen Occafion of expofing’ him to ftrong ‘Tempta- 
tionsto Sin. Again, indeliberate Refolutions often- 
times fail upon ‘Trial, and fo leave a Man in a far 
worfe Condition than if they had never been made. 
Such Refolutions made as in the Prefence'of Almighty 
God, and in order to his Service, are an Obligation to’ 
behave our felves accordingly. And confequently the 
Breach of them muft be an Aggravation of our Sins, 
committed in Violation of fuch Obligation, and what 
allought therefore carefully to guard againft : Which: 
there is no other way of doing, that ] know of, but 
by a diligent Obfervance of all our Refolutions, that 


. they be made with good Deliberation, and a careful 
rege : Inquiry 
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Inqiiry into the true Nature of what we make the 
Matter of them. If this Courfe be not conftantly ta- 
ken, no wonder if our Refolutions oftén fail us when 
we come to try them, and fhould expect to fee the 
good Effect of them. For Firs?, Temptations may be 
{tronger than we expected, and fo may unhappily pre- 
vail againft fuch as apprehended no manner of Danger 
from them; as it happen’d in St. Peter's Denial of his 
Lord. ‘This Apoftle, in a great Devotion to his Sa- 
viour, defies all Enemies to overcome his Love and 
Duty to him, he would choofe to die with him, rather 
than be guilty of any want of Fidelity towards him 5 
and tvhatfoever Trials, Afflictions, and Perfecutions 
might befal him, though all the reft of the Difciples 
fhould faint and fink under them, he doubted not but 
to be able to bear up againft them. So he profeffes, 
St. Mat. 26. 33. Though all Men fhould be offended be- 
caufe of thee, yet will Inever be offended ; and again Ver. 35; 
Taough I fhould die with thee, yet will I not deny thee. But 
he had not fufficiently attended to the Difficulties that 
might arife, the Adverfaries that might terrify him, 
the unexpected Affaults that might furprize him, and 
the Dangers that might threaten him. He had not 
confider’d, that one of the High-Priefts Maids might 
know him, his own Speech might difcover him, and 
his Heart hereupon might fail him. He knew in him- 
felf what Love he had for his Lord and Mafter, but 
not to what Inconveniencies it might expofe him, and 
how far they might be like to prevail againft him. 
And hence, notwithftanding all the warmth of his pre- 
fent Paffion, not many Hours had pafled, before he, ac- 
cording to our Lord’s Prediétion, curfed and fwore, 
and denied that he knew him. And if this bleffed Apo- 
{tle was fo eafily prevailed with, to break the Promife 
he.had fo larely made, what Reafon have we all, poor 
feeble Creatures, as we are, to guard againft the like 
Affauits, with all the Diligence that may be? Here we~ 
have a pregnant Inflance of humane Frailty ; which 
eught to convince us all, how little we are tarely 
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upon our own Strength, and how little Truft is to be 
given to thofe good Purpofes, how fincere fuever, that’ 
are taken up without a deliberate Contemplation of 
what may probably be the Effect of them. Secondly, 
We our felves may prove weaker than wé expeéted ; 
and notwithftanding our good Opinion of our felves, 
may become as flexible as the young Man in the * C= 
median, all whofe firmeft Purpofes wéréin great Dan- 
ger, of being perfe@ly fruftrated by a Nittlé fawning 
upon him, anda few counterfeit Tears. It was not Reu= 
ben's Cafe alone, to be as his Father Facvb reprefents him, 
unftable as Water; but whofcever wéll obferves the 
Carriage of the reft of thé World, and how readily 
they change theit Mind, upon fome little Alteration in 
their Circumftances, will eafily difcover the Generali- 
ty of Mankind, to refemble him too nearly in this 
Defect ; and that all ought therefore to be very watch- 
ful over themfelves, that they do not relapfe into 
their former Wickednefs, béforé they are well fenfible 
of their Danger. Efpecially confidering that, Thirdly, 
our prefent Zeal may foon decay and languifh, and fo 
may leave us in a manner indifferent, as to the Perfor- 
mance of what we had fo eagerly refolv’d upon ; and 
what wethoughta perfect Hatred to our Sins, may in 
a little time difcover it felf to be only a fudden Heat 
of Paffion, which prefently wears off, and fo they again 
infinuate themfelves, as if they had never been refol- 
ved againft. Hence too many, after all their Confi- 
dence in their own Strength, and the Firmnefs of their 
good Purpofes, have ftarted back ina little time, like’ 
the Church of Ephefus, have + left their firft Love ; 
like the |] Seed fown among the Thorus, have had alt 
their good Defigns choaked with the Cares, and Riches, 
and Pleafures of this World, fo as tu bring no Fruit to Per- 
fection; or like the ews, who were once fo tranfpor- 
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ted with Zeal for our Saviour, (a) That they would tak¢ 
him by Force and make him a King; yet not long afters 
were as zealoufly fet againft him, crying, (6) Away with 
him, away with him, crucify him, crucify him, we have no 
King but Cafar. Such fickle uncertain Creatures are Men, 
when left to themfelves; and fo little Dependence is 
there upon their firmeft Retfolutions, when not built 
upon folid Principles, and duly confider’d before-hand, 
and when not fupported and affifted.by the Grace of 
God. (c) Ye did run well, fays St. Paul to the Gala- 
tians, V7 did hinder you, that ye fbould not obeythe Truth? 
They acquitted themfelves laudably, and as became 
good Chriflians, at their firft fetting out; yet it feems, 
not long after, the Apoftle found caufe to reprehend. 
them for not continuing on their Courfe. And thus 
it frequently fares with others, who having enter’d 
upon a new Courfe of Life, think themfelves immove- 
ably fettled in it, yet to their Shame and Ruin are by 
degrees drawn off from their hafty and ili-grounded Re- 
folutions, as if (d) having begun in the Spirit, they could 
any way hope to be made perfeét by the Fleb. They re- 
folved upon a Religious Life in the grofs, without in- 
quiring aright into the feveral Duties implied in it; 
but alas! when they came to be tried in the particu- 
Jar Parts of it, this they had never thought of, and 
found them of a different Nature from what they appre- 
hended ; one Duty feems not fo neceflary, as they had 
at firft conceiv'd it to be, and ancther is more difficult, . 
and will put them to a great deal more Trouble and 
Pains, than they imagin’d ; and hence they ftart back, 
and repent of their good Refolutions, when they find 
greater Diligence, and Mortification, and Self-denial, 
neceflary in order to the Execution of them, than they 
had expeGed. In a Fit of Religion, they refolved to 
cafhier all their Lufts, and become new Men, and lead 
a very different Lifefrom what they had led formerly; 
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but all this they did rafhly, refolving upon they knew 
not what, nor what Power or Ability they had for the 
Performance of it. And no one ought to think it 
ftrange, if an enterprize thus indeliberately underta- 
ken, were let fall afterwards, when they came to find 
their Error; and Experience taught them, that a 
great deal more was required of them, than they 
thought of when they made their Refolution. ‘They 
were in hope of obtaining their Pardon, and Reconci- 
ation with their offended God, and fo to efcape the 
Wrath to come; and this made them defirous to en- 
ter into a new Covenant with him, to ferve and obey 
him, and to do all his Will; this therefore they rea- 
dily agreed to, in general Terms. But when they 
found themfelves touched in the moft fenfible Part; 
and that they mult neceflarily quit their moft beloved 
Lufts, and engage in what moft directly thwarted their 
natural Inclinations, they began to bethink them- 
felves, and were ready to cry out with thofe at Caper 
naum, * This is a hard Saying, who can hear it 2: Where- 
fore to fecure us againft any fuch unhappy Difap- 
pointment, we muft be fure to take Time before wé 
fix our Refolution, confidering well what it is we are 
about to refolve upon, and what Reafon we have for 
engaging init, weighing the Arguments on both Sides, 
and thence making fuch a Determination, as we may 
reafonably conclude we fhall never be able to repent 
ef. The moft ferious Thoughts, and moft advifed Con- 
fultations and Debates with our felves, are little enough 
to form fuch a Purpofe of Amendment, as may hold 
out in all Times, and upon all Occafions. But I fear 
I have enlarged too far upon this Head. | 
Anchith. Very far from it Laffure you, as to my felf. 
And I believeI may anfwer for Tzmotheus, that he would 
not have had one Word omitted of what you have faid. 
 Timoth. I cannot. but own the Truth of what our 
good Friend has undertaken for me ; and fhall be very 
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thankful, if you will pleafe toproceed in your own Way; 
Gnce Anchithanes, you hear, is {till difpofed to hearken 
to you. . 

vsnebith This ufefal and truly Chriftian Advice is a 
very good Remedy againft my Diftemper, and makes 
me pafs the Time much eafier than I could hope to have 
done, if left tomy felf. And therefore, pray Theophilws 
be fo kind as to add what farther Directions you think 
proper concerning this weighty Duty. 

T heoph. Vhave hitherto obferv’d that all our Refolutions: 
of a holy Life ought tabe ferious and hearty, fettled upon a 
found and lafting Principle, and with due Deliberation, anda 
thorough Confideratron of what we undertake, and whether it be 
like to hold out or nut. And now Ladd, in the Fourth Place, 
‘That they muft be Perfect and Entire,fo as to comprehend 
our whole Dury,and guard againft all kind of Sin. ‘They 
muft extend to, and comprehend in them whatever 
Almighty God has required at our Hands, and mult ex~ 
clude, and debar from, whatever is contrary to his moft 
holy Will. They muft be free from all By-Ends, and 
finifter Defigns and Aims, and-muft, like the Pfalmift, 
* have refpect to all God’s Commandments. For if we have 
a Referve for any one Sin, we cannot be faid to ferve 
God with all our Heart; but know afluredly, on the 
other Hand, that by this our fingle Sort of Offence, we 
are in effect guilty of a breach of the whole Law. So 
fays St. Games, + [ihofoever fall keep the whole Law, aud 
yet offeud in one Point, het guilty of all. 7” Visbuta {mall 
Excufe, fays Dr. Hammond, on the Place, To think 
< shat this isbut one ‘T'ranfgreffion, and therefore not 
“ confiderable : For the Obedience of God’s Will is re- 
* quired univerially to all that he commands, and he 
“ that offerds in one, though he keep all the relt, 1s 
* onilty of the breach of that Obedience, and punifha- 
« Die as wellas if he had broken all. Alla Man’sZeal . 
for fome part of his Duty will never denominate him 
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Holy, or capacitate him. for thé Réward of tho that 
are fo, fo long as he takes Liberty to tranfgrefs in any 
other. It is io far from this, that fince the fame Power 
and Authority of God gives Sanétion to all his Laws, as a 
Jatelearned * Author fpeaks, Jt a virtual difowning and 
difclaiming of that, wilfully to difobey it, and rebel againft it, 
and openly oppofe it in any Cafe ; whith he does who lives in 
any known and wilful Sin. And he is therefore to be ac- 
counted an Enemy and Traytor to Heaven, and-punifhy d as fuch,, 
who renounces its abfolute Power and Right,to govern him inall 
Lhings, and fubverts the whole Foundation of Obedience and 
Submiljion to it. This one Sin continued in, is like + the 
dead Flies in the Ointment, caufing it to fend forth a ftinking 
Savour ; it pollutes and vitiates all our Righteoufnefs, 
and makes it unacceptablé to Almighty God ; and fo is 
a ready Means of robbing usof our Reward. Befidesthat, 
m the mean Time, it eltranges the Spirit of God from 
us, fubjects us to the Dominion of Vice, and fo expofes 
us to other Kinds of Sins, gives the Devil a Power over 
us, and if not repented of, we know not how feon it 
may lodge us in Hell for all Frernity. So that you fee 
there is great Reafon for every wne that would be faved; 
to refolve againft all forts of Sins, lefler as well as grea- 
ter, privaté as welkas publick, of Omiffion as well as 
Commiflion; fuch as are defign’d to pleafe others, as 
well as thofe intendéd only to pleafe our felves. What- 
foever Sort of Iniquity it bey a good Chriftian cannot but 
think himfelf indifpenfably oblig’d to refolve againft ir, 
as ever he would anfwer his moft holy Profeffion, or 
would be happy, either here or hereafter. None mult 
reckon himfelf to have finifh’d his Work, but to have 
begun it only, who has renounc’d his Sins in general s 
but yet retains an Affection for fome one darling Luft or 
Paffion. Nor can that be efteemed a truly Chriftian 
Refolution, which is not fo levelled againft all Sins, as 
tomake no Allowance, for any one Breach of God’s Com- 
mandments, under whatfoever Temptation, or in what~ 
EB Dr, Pain of Repentance. Chap. 7. Se# 1s + Reclefy roy f° i 
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foever Circumftances. Hencetherefore it follows, that 
inthe Fifth Place our Refolutions mult be Adequate to all 
Times and Conditions. Firft, To all Times. ‘They mut 
not refpec&t Futurity only, but the prefent Time, that 
without any delay we * make haft to keep God’s Com- 
mandments.’ For to determine to repent hereafter, 1s in 
truth no better than to refolve to be wicked at prefent. 
It is not to forfake our Sins, but to be willing to keep 
them, as long as we can do it with the leaft Hope of 
Impunity ; and even to venture our immortal Souls ra- 
ther than part with them. ‘This is only a Device to 
cheat People’s Confciences,and deceive themfelves ; and 
quiet their Minds with a Belief, that one Time or other 
they fhall certainly do, what they cannot endure to 
think of, and would gladly excufe themfelves from, and 
_ therefore are never like to do, tho’ they were to live to 

the Age of Methufelah. Secondly, To all Conditions. Our 
Refolutions muft be made for the Hour of Temptation, 
and the Time of Trial; fuch as may holdin {pite of the 
moft plaufible Infinuations, and the moft formidable At- 
tempts to the contrary. Then it is that we havethe 


greateft Ufe of them ; and they will fignify very little 


to us, if they fail us at fucha Time of Need. It is an 
eafy matter to ferve God, fo long as it fuits with our 
own Temper, and is agreeable to our natural Inclinati- 
ons,and ferves to promote our fecular Interefts and De- 
figns. But the Proof of our Fidelity is, when we are 
ftrongly folicited to depart from it; when we keep 
clofe to our Duty, in defance of all the moft violent Op- 
pofition the Tempter canraife againft it. And till we. 
have fixed our Refolutions fo as to prepare us for fuch a 
Time of Trial, they will be in apparent Danger of 
proving like Egype’s broken Reed, which is of no real 
Ufe, no Stability or Strength ; butt if*a Max lean upon 
at, will go into his Hand and pierce it. Sixthly, We mult 
refolve, not only upon the Duties to be performed by us, 
but upon the’ Means neceflary for the Performance of: 
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them ; noronly againftall Sins, but likewife agamft the 
‘Temptationsand Inducements to them. ‘Otherwife all 
our Refolutions are like to prove of very little Advan- 
tage tous. For let a Man refolve againit Drunkennefs, 
this will fignify little to him, unlefs he refolve at the 
fame Time, againft fuch Companions as have been for- 
merly, and are ftill moft like to be the unhappy Inftru- 
ments of betraying him into it. Let another refolve 
againft Cheating, yet he will very hardly keep clear 
of it, unlefs he refolve likewife to keep out of the way 
of fuch Temptations, as have rarely failed of putting 
him upon it. Let a Third refolve againtt all Idolatry ; 
yet, unlefs he fhall call to Mind, to what Barbarities . 
fuch a Refolution may not improbably expofe him, and 
refolve to bear them all rather than part with his Inte- 
erity ; there is little Reafon to hope a general Refola- 
tion willcarryhim through them. In fhort, a Manmay 
as well refolve to be Learned without Reading, to acy . 
guire an Eftate without Sobriety and Induftry, to be 
Healthful without obferving any of the Rules that may 
conduce to make him fo, or fafe without keeping ont of 
the Way of Danger and Harm ; as to be Good, and 
Holy and Religious, without refolving in like manner 
upon the proper Helps and Inftruments of Virtue, Reli- 
gion, and Holinefs. Seventhly, and laitly, ‘Thatour Re- 
folutions may prove effeéiual to the good Ends for which 
they are defign’d, another requifite is, that we faithfully 
and diligently apply our felves to put them in practice. Itis by 
no Means enough to have refolved well, nor will ever 
prove of any Advantage to us, unlefs we be mindful 
to live well too. The only way, * asa great Man {peaks, 
to recover our felves to a Chriitian Temper of Mind, after 
@ vicious Courfe of Life, is in truth the very fame, by which 
a Man recovers his Health after a long Difeafe, viz. by 
God’s Bleffing upop the diligent ufe of fit Means, and any 
other Way, is no more now to be expetted, than Prophecy aud 
Miracles. ‘Thus Lhave inftanced, in the feveral Ingre- 
~ ‘Dr, Calamy, Serm, 10. Pp. 347: | 
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dients, that go to the making up a truly Chriftian Re- 
folution of ferving God, as the Gofpel requires; and 
have obferv’d, that they are not to be counterfeit and 
hypocritical, nor loofe and‘indiferent, but ferions and 
hearty ; are to be upona firm and folid Principle, that 
may make them hke a Houfe built upon a Rock, im- 
moveable, and not to be fhaken with Wind or ‘Tide ; 
and not hafty or inconfiderate, but upon mature Deli- 
beration, anda thorough Inquiry into the divers In- 
conveniencies and Difficulties that may occur,in the Per- 
formance of them ; that they are to be perfect and en- 
tire, fo as to take in the whole of our Duty, and 
provide againft all kinds of Sin; and fuited to all 
‘Times and States, fo as to hold out in whatever Cir- 
cumftances; and are therefore to reach to, not only 
the Duties requird, but the Means too, that are ne- 
ceflary in order to the difcharge of them ; and in the 
Jaft Place, that we are not to acquiefce in refolving, 
but muft vigoroufly fet our Selves, and ufe our utmott 
Diligence and Application to reduce our Refolutions to 
Practice, that fo we may fee thofe happy Fruits and 
Effe&s of them, without which, they will be of no ufe 
to any of us, nor ferve to any other Purpofe, than tq 
heighten our Guilt, and add to our Condemnation. 
And now] fhall only beg your farther Patience, till I 
briefly fubjoin thefe Three following Direétions, inor- 
‘der to the better Succefs of fuch our Refolutions. Firft, 
That they be repeated and renewed Day by Day; 
becaufe this will fix them in our Minds, and increafe 
the Danger of departing from them, and fo, will make 
us the more diligently obfervant of them, that they 
prove not an Occafion of our heavierDeftruétion. Next, 
That they be prefently made known to the World, 
foas that it may appear weare not afham’d to own,to all 
we converfe with, that we are become a different fore 
of Men from what we had been formerly. This will be 
an efpecial Means of making us the more obferyant of 
them, left otherwife we become a Scorn and Derifion to 
thofe, to whom we made this Declaration, who will be 
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apt to triumph over us, and mock and laugh at us, if 
they fee us give back again, after proceeding thus far 
towards a Reformation ; and will befides be a fingular 
Prefervative againft the Affaults of others, who will not 
be fo forward to entice us to-any kind of Sin, when 
they are fully inform’d before-hand,that their Attempts 
will be invain, andthat we have already declar’d againft 
giving Ear to them. And again, Thirdly, ‘That we do 
not truft to our own Strength for the Performance of 
them, but earneftly fue to God for his Grace and Af; 
fiftance, that having begun fo gocda Work in us, he will per- 
form it until the Day of Fefus Chrift. Without the Help 
of his holy Spirit, we fhall foon flag and falter, and can 
never hope for Succefs in what we fo vainly attempt 
through our own Power. And we muft therefore be 
fare at all Times to look up to him, and depend upon 
hisStrength, for carrying us through all Difficulties and 
"Trials. And fo, but nor otherwile, ifwe ufe our own 
hearty Endeavours, and be continually upon our watch, 
we may promife our felves that our good Purpoiles fhall 
not failus, but that we fhall-find the happy Efle& of 
them, to our Joy and Comfort here, and our eternal Sal- 
vation in the other World. | 
Timoth. Ythank you, good Theophilus, for the Pains 
rou have fo long together taken for my Information ; 
and I faithfully promife, Iwill endeavour to make the 
bet Ufe I can of your good Inftructions, for the Benefit 
both of my felf and others. “Though, I thank Ged, I 
have never allowed my {elf in the Practice of any known 
Vice, as confidering how highly Difpleafing that is to 
Almighty God, what horrid Ingratitude it argues to our 
blefled Saviour, who has done and fuffer’d fo much for 
me; what an Affront it is to the holy Spirit of God, 


whata Contradiion to our own Reafon, and efpecially _ 


to the Covenant I enter’d intoat my Baptilm, and which 
‘Thave made Profeffion of carefully, and confcientioufly 
obferving ever fince, of what mifchievous Confequence 
it wouldbe at prefent, and how intolerably deftructive 
hereafter; yet have } not had fuch a conftant Senfe of: 
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Religion upon my Mind, nor been fo diligent and in- 
duftrious in the Ways of Holinefs, as I am fenfible I 
ought to Have been. But by the Grace of God; I will 
become more watchful for the furure, not only to ab- 
dtain from Evil, but to do Good, to ferve and worfhip. 
God, and promote his Honour, according to my Abi- 
lities and Opportunities, to improve my own Mind; 
that I may more readily run the Way of his Command- 
thents, and to do what Service I can to my Neighbours 
and Acquaintance. ‘This is my fix’d Purpofe and Re 
folution ; and thatI may faithfully pur it in Execution, 


A Prayer for Grace to fulfll our good Purpofes 
and Refolutions. 7 


() Gracious God, without whom nothing ws ftrong, nothing 
is holy, infufe, I befeech thee, fuch a Meafure of 
Grace into iny Heart, as thar I may Joend the Remainder 
of my Days inthy Service, and to thy Glory. Cunfirm and 
ferengthen my good Refolutions, and fix them more and more 
in my Mind, that they may be always before me, and wtay 
be a Means of quickening my Diligence, and making me vi- 
gorous and unwearied in thy Service. I am thine by Creati= 
on, by Redemption, and by a voluntary Dedication of my felf 
to thee; fuffer me not to be remifs and negligent in an- 
fwering fuch weighty Obligations. But as I have fworn, fo 
let it be my daily Study, and the great and chief Endeavour 
of my Life to perform it, that I will keep thy righteous 
Fudgments. Let a Confideration of the great Work I have 
sipon thy Hands, and the little Time I have to do it in, and 
withal, that this little Time may poffibly be much lefs than 
I imagine it to be ; Jet thefe Thoughts, I befeech thee, have 
their proper Influence upon me, and not fuffer me one Day 
Longer to forbear fulfilling all the good Purpofes thou has? be= 
gotten in me. That; without any Delay, I may fet my felf 
to make the beft Amends I fhall be able, for my paft Mif- 
tarriages, by becoming fo much the more circumfpect, an 
the more defirous to pleafe. thee for the future. iit I 
F ive 
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live in the World, preferve me from the Suares and Temp= 
tations of it 3 and enable me to perfect Holinefs in thy Fear, 
that Imay grow in Grace, and in the Knowledge of our Lord 
and Saviour Fefus Chrift, may walk worthy oj the Vocation 
wherewith Iam called, and be fruitful in all good Works, 
and whatever fhall become of me here, I may make fure of 
a happy Eternity with thee hereafter, in the higheft Heavens, 
through the Merits and Mediation of Fefus Chrift, our Lord 
and only Saviour, Amen. 


Theoph. You appear, Timotheus, to be truly affected 
with what hasbeen faid. I befeech the Almighty to 
convince you more and more, not only of the Necef- 
fity, but of the great Weight and Ufefulnefs of a 
fpeedy and hearty Refolution of ferving God in all Re- | 
fpects. But give me Leave to tell you, that you feem 
not fufficiently to have attended to what I have faid, 
concerning the Deliberation required, in order to a 
prudent and truly religious Retolution. 

Timoth. This kind Admonition is an Addition to 
your other Favours ; and fo I take it, though 1 am to 
acquaint you, Zheophilws, that 1 am not now to begin 
this Confideration, but have already applied my felf to it 
over and over, only that [have not been fo ftrictly obfer- 
vant of all my good Refolutions, as Thope I fhall be 
heneeforward, by the Grace of God enabling me. 

Theoph. May the good God ftrengthen and affilt all 
your good Purpofes, to his own Glory, and the Salva- 
tion of your precious and immortal Soul. But we 
have tre{pafled too far upon Anchithanes, and it 1s high 
‘Time now that we leave him to take his Relt. 

Auchith. I return you a thoufand ‘Thanks, dear The- 
ophilus, for this obliging Entertainment, and beg as 
much more of it, as your Occafions will permit. It is 
both delightful and profitable, and for which I fhall 
be always indebted to you. - Py 
\ Theoph. Dear Anchithanes, I heartily with you 2 
good Night, humbly befeeching Almighty God, that I 
wh may 


Nai! 


Of Patience under Sicknefs, &c. Oe 
may find your Health re-eftablifh’d when I fee you 
next, which, God willing, fhall be very {peedily. 

Timoth. I pray God fend you a good Night, and 
better Health, if it be his blefled Will. 


The End of the Firft VISIT. 
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Of Patience under Sickne[s, and other Affliitions: 


Theophilus. ] Have not heard of Auchithanes fince Tuefday, 

| and will therefore go, and make him a 
Vifit, and fee how he is. But who are thofe I ob{erve 
coming this Way? I fee now they are two very good 
Neighbours and Friends, I will fpeak to them firft; 
_ perhaps they may give me fome Account of him. My 
good Friends, I am glad to meet you, and I hope your 
felves and your Families are all weil. 

Eufebius. I thank you, Sir, for your Enquiry; blef- 
fed be God we are all well, and at your Service. But 
have you heard the News of our good Friend Anchi- 
thanes ? ? 

Theoph. I faw him fome Days fince, and thought him 
in no dangerous Condition. And I have heard fince 
that he was better. But for thefe two or three Days 
daft paft, I have heard nothing of him; for which Rea~ 
fon, I was going now to fee how heis. ; 

Eufeb. If you will give us leave, we will wait upon 
you to him ? : 

Theoph. With all my Heart, Gentlemen. 

Eufeb. I pray God we may find him better than I 
expect. For our Friend here, Philogeiton, brings but an 
uncomfortable Account of him. 

Theoph. Wave you feen him to Day; Sir? 

_ Philogeiton, No, Sir ; but I met his Servant, who told 
me, he was in a high Fever, and exceeding uneaty. 
EF 2 | Theoph, ? 
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Theoph. 1 am very forry to hear it. And if you 
pleafe, we will lofe no ‘ime. 

Eufeb. We are ready to attend you, Sir, as foon as 
you pleafe. | 

Philog. With all my Heart, Sir. 

Theoph. See yonder! his Windows are all fhut, 
which is but a bad Sign, and makes me fear your Infor- 
mation is too true. 

Philog. 1 doubt you will find it fo. 

Theoph. "The Door I fee is open, and perhaps you 
may not know the Way, and therefore that we may 
fpend no ‘Time in Ceremony, if you will excufe mé, I 
will lead you intohim. But hark! what melancho-— 
lick doteful Noife is this I hear’? 

Eufeb, I is Anchithanes bemoaning himfelf. 

Theoph. I perceive now it is his Voice. He feems 
to be defperately ill; the Lord help him. I cannot bur - 
greatly commiferate his painful Condition. Yet.that 
which grieves me more, is, to hear fo good 2 Man, 
thus fadly difcompos’d, thus uneafy and impatient un- 
der the Burden Almighty God has thought fit to lay 
upon him: Bat why dowe' forbear to go in, and try 
to comfort him under his Pains 2 Let us not ftay : And 
may the Father of Mercies, and God of all Confola- 
tions, of his infinite Mercy, go with us, to blefs and 
profper our well-meant Endeavouts. \ 

Pbhilog. Amen, Amen. 

Eufeb, Here his Servant comes, who wiil tell us, 
whether we can go in now. 

Theoph. Weare forry to to hear your Mafter 
make fuch fad Complaint. 

Servant. He is very fick at prefent ; but we hope the 
Violence of his Fitabates, and that he will be eafier ina 
while. Will youpleafe, Gentlemen, to walk up to him? 

Eufeb. We came for that Purpofe- 

Serv. He’s this Way. | 

Anchith. *»}/ as me, my Mother, that thou hat 
Bera me! Alas! + Wray died I uot in the Birth 2 Why 
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did I not give up the Ghoft when I came opt of the Belly? Why 
did the Knees prevent me? Or why the Breafts, that J fhould 
fuck2 For now had I liew frill, and been quiet, I fhould 
have flept, then had I been at Reft ? Qh the Grave, the 
Grave, the Place of Quietnefs and Eafe! * There the. 
Wicked ceafe from troubling, and there the Weary are at 
Reft.: There the Prifoners reft together, they hear not the 
Voice of the Oppreffor. The great and the final are there 5 
and the Servant is free from his Mafters. Wherefore is Light 
given to him that is ia Mifery, and Life unto the bitter in 
Soul? Which long for Death, but it cometh not, and dig 
for it, mire than for hid Treafures 2? Which rejoice exceed- 
ingly, and are glad when they can find the Grave. You all 
fee my woful difconfolate State ; and Lam quite tir'd 
and fpent with it., + My Sighing comes before I eat ; and 
my Roarings are poured out like the Waters. 
Tieoph. My dear Friend, why fo impatient ? No 
doubt your Difeafe isheavy upon you;. yet you ought 
to remember by whom it is fent, and what intire Relig- 
nation you own to his Will, and what ready Submiffi- 
on all his Determinations require at your Hands. Ir, 
was God that gave you your Life and Breath, and all 
the good Things you ever enjoy’d ; and he may recal 
them whenfcever he pleafes. He may put an End to 
your Life this very Moment. Orif he choofe rather 
to prolong your Days, he may caufe you to pafs them 
in Sorrow and Anguifh; and you, however, have no 
juft Canfe of Complaint, by Reafon of fuch his Dif. 
penfation towards you. We are come here to enquire, 
after your Health, and do you the belt Service in our 
Power. But give me Leave to tell you, we are frou- 
bled to find you in fuch Diforder ; not fo much be- 
caufe of the Sicknefs God has been pleas’d to vifit you 
with, though this be Matter of no final] Grief to us, 
as becaufe you are {0 unable tobear it, It would far ber- 
ter become you, to reft fatisfied, thar a wile and good 
God will lay nothing upon you, but for wife and good 
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Ends, and that * al/ Things you do, or may fuffer, fhall 
work together for your Good, if you truly love and fear him. _ 
He + doth not afflit willingly, mor grieve the Children of 
Men. And nothing can ever befal you, but he knows 
how toturn it to your Advantage. , | 
Anchith, Welcome my good Friends. It is very 
kindly done of you to yilita poor fick Wretch, as you 
fee lam. I am very unfit Company for you, my Sick- 
nefs is fo fevere upon me. And oh! that the end of 
my Life were come ! 1 am overwhelm’d with Pain. All 
my Comfort is gone ; and my Joy is turned into Sighs, 
and Groans, and perpetual Complaints. — os 
Enfeb. Remember, Aichithanes, that you are a Chri- 
{tian , and it is God who fends your Sicknefs, and you 
are therefore nearly concern’d to bear all that he lays 
upon you, with a perfec Submiffion to his moft holy 
AAR © OrS if ; Y Ae 
~ Anchith, Town my Fault, and fhall endeavour to 
‘amend it. But really, my Sicknefs is fuch as Flefh and 
he cannot tell how to bear, though I do ftruggle all 
can, on , . tradi enet 
Eufeb. Flefh and Blood perhaps cannot bear it. But 
Reafon and Underftanding may,and Religion muft bear 
it, without Frerting and Difcontent, confidering from 
whom it comes, and for what Ends it may be inflicted: 
Theo: "To murmur and be diffatisfied at God’s Dealing 
with you, is fo quite wrong, that nothing can be more 
undutiful,or more unbecoming the Relation you ftand in 
to Almighty God, nor any ‘Thing more clearly againft 
your-owh Intereft, both Temporal and Eternal. Pati- 
ence and Submiffion tothe Divine Will, even under our 
preateft Preffures-and Calamities,isa neceflary Chriftian 
Nirtue, and: fach as we all make Profeffion of. And 
every Deviation from it, isnot only’a Violation of the 
Laws of our Religion, but it argues a great Diftrutt of 
God’s Goodnefs, and is befides a Wrong to our felves. 
td) I was dumb, fays the Pfalmift, and opened not my 
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Mouth, becaufe it was thy doing. And, (e) Wounto him, 
faith the Prophet Tfaiah, who ftriveth with his Maker ; 
fall the Clay fay to him that fafbioned it, what makef? thou ? 
(f) Wherefore doth the living Man complain, {ays the Pro- 
phet Feremiah, a Man for the Punifoment of his Sins? And 
fays Micah, (g) Iwill bear the Indignation of the Lord, be- 
caufe I have fined againft him. And in the New Tefta- 
ment we are taught to ‘be (/) patient in Tribulation, and 
(2) in whatever State we are, therewith to be content, and (kj 
not to murmur at God’s dealing with us, but (/) to fub- 
mit our felves to God, and (m) caft our Care upon him, not 
doubting but that he will take Care of us, when we do fo. 
And it is therefore a neceflary Duty of Chriftianity, 
quietly and refignedly tobearall the AffliGtionsit pleafes 
God to try us with, how fharp foever they be. And 
the fharper they are, fo much the properer Seafon 
is it for the Exercife of this Virtue, and fo.much_ the 
more laudable and conf{picuous does it appear. Befides, 
it deferves to be well confider’d, that how grievous and 
fevere foever your prefent Vifitation be, it-falls vaftly 
fhort of what our blefled Lord willingly condefcended to 
{uffer upon our Account. (i) You know the bigs, of our 
Lord Felus Chrift, that though he was rich, yet for our Sakes 
he became poor, that w2 through his Poverty might be rich, 
And, (0) Though he were in the Furm of God, and thought 
it uo Robbery to be equal with God, yet made he himfelf of no 
Reputation, but took upon himfelf the Furm of a Servant, and 
was made in the Likeuefs of Meu, aud being found in Fafbion 


as a Man, he humbled himfelf, aud became obedient unto - 


Death, evew the Death of the Crofs. Our blefled Lord, 
the only begotten and dearly beloved Son of God, King 
of Kings, and Lord of Lords, did not refufe to debafe 
himfelf to the lowelt Degree, to fuffer Want, and Pe- 
nury, and Labour, and Toil, and Centempt, and Dif- 
grace; and at laft, to die the moit painful, as well as 
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the moft fhamefulof Deaths, that of the Crofs. And can 

any that pretend to be his Difciples, grudge and mur- — 
mur at any lefler Afflictions they may meet with ? (p) # 

gs enough for the Difciple that he ‘be as his Master, and the 

‘Servant as his Lord. And if our Saviour endured fuch 4 

Fight of Affliétions, and not for his own, but ‘for our 
Sakes, how totally inexcufable muft we leave our felves,. 
if we complain’ and are diflatisfied, when ‘called upon to 

tread in his Steps, and bear fore lighter Burden, out of 
Compliance’ with his Example, and Obedience to his 
Commands. ’ If we be obliged to (¢) b¢ holy in all manner 
‘of Converfation, asthe which hath called us is holy, it neceflari- 
ly follows in particular, that we muft fludy to fhewour 
felves patient under the worft of Calamities, as he, our 
Lord, ‘was patient.. Nor can any ‘Thing be more rea- 
fonably requir’d of us, than that fuch as profefs them- 
felves Followers of the meek and fuffering Fefus, be al- 
ways prepar d to conform themfelves, to the Pattern he — 
has fet them, by fuffering with unwearied Meeknefs 
and Refignation, as he did. ‘Efpecially confidering far- 
ther, that how acute and tormenting foever the Pains 
are, which any of us are called to béar, they however 
fall infinitely fhort of what we have all juftly deferv d; 
by our Folly and Difobedience. It is of the infinite Mer+ 
cy of Almighty God, that Death ‘and everlafting De- 
{truction has not been our Portion long fince, and that 
we are not riow roaring under the Extremity of his In- 
dignation, in the bottomlefs Pit, together with the De- 
vil and his Angels. “And confequently whatever Mis- 
fortune fhort of this, is really a great Bleffing, and is fo 
far from being juft Caufe of Repining and Difcontent, 
that the greateft Sufferer on this fide Hell, has juft Rea- 
fon to admire the Clemency, Lenity, and Kindnefs of 
‘God, tn dealing abundantly more favourably with him, 
than he has deferv’d. ‘Think therefore with your felf, 
Anchithanes, that. you can never hope ‘to acquit your 
Jelf as becomes a good Chriftian, ‘till you: have brought 
“(p) St. Mat.10.25. am (q) 1 St. Pet. ir sk. 
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your own Inclinations into fuch Submiffion to the Di- 
vine Will; as, readily and willingly to comply, with 
whatever Portion God fees fit tochoofeforyou. ‘Think 
what your bleffed Saviour has endur’d for you, and 
what an intolerable Shame it will be for you, to re- 
fufe to undergo the utmoft Barbarities, much more 
fome fhort Pain or Sicknefs, in Obedience to his Com- 
mand. Think again, what a Bleffing itis, that you 
are yet in aState of Salvation, and not deliver’d over 
to thofe everlafting Burnings, which were the due De- 
merits of your Sins, and to which you might long ago 
have been juftly condemn’d, had it not been for the 
Patience and Long-fuftering of Almighty God. Weigh 
thefe Things well with thy felf, and thou wilt foon be 
convine’d, that inftead of being diflatisfied at the Di- 
vine Difpenfations, thou haft great Reafon, on the other 
Hand, to own to God, with thofe in Ezra, that he (r) 
has punifh’d thee lefs, abundantly lefs, than thine Iniquities 
_-deferve; and to refolve in the Words of the Prophet 
‘Micah, to (s) bear the Fndignation of the Lord, becaufe 
thou haft finned againft him. , 
/ Anchith: Lacknowledge what you fay, to be a great 
‘Truth, and fhall therefore endeavour to compofe my — 
Mind, aiid be aseafy as my Diftemper will fufter me 
sl, pe a ie ae hh Go . 
Eufeb. Confider with your felf, that (¢) “ for what- 
** foever Caufe this Sicknets’ is fent you, whether it be 
** to try your Patience*for the Example of others, and 
** that your’ Fairh may be ‘found in the Day of the 
** Lord, laudable, ‘glorious; and‘honourable, tothe En- 
** creafe of Glory, and eternal Felicity; or elfe it be 
* fent to correé and amend in you, whatfoever offends 
“* the Eyes of your Heavenly Father; if you’ truly re- 
** pent you of your Sins, and bear. your’ Sicknefs pa- 
** tiently, trufting in‘God's Mercy, for his dear Son 
Fefus Chrift’s Sake; ‘and render him humble: Thanks 


(7) Ezra 9,/135~ ..+ $s) Mic. 709, 27's (2) Office for theVifitation 
Se ack fee te eR Go 
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for his Fatherly Vifitation, fubmitting your felf 
** wholly to his Will, it will certainly turn to your 
“ Profit, and help you forward in the Right Way, 
“* that leads to Everlafting Life. ‘Think aright of it 
therefore; and receive it as God’s loving Vifitation. 

~ Anchith. As God’s loving Vifitation. 

Eufeb. Yes, fo I fay, as God’s loving Vifitation ; for 
fo we are taught by God himfelf, in the Holy Scrip- 
ture. (u) As many as I love, faith God, by the Apo- 
ftle St. Sohn, I rebuke and chaften; hereby declaring, 
even his Punifhments in this World, to be fent out of 
Kindnefs and Affection, and for the Good of thofe 
who will be prevail’d with, to make a right Ufe of 
them. The wife Man alfo inculcates the fame Truth. 
(x) My Sun, defpife not the chaftening of the Lord, nor be 
weary of his Correltion. For whom the Lord loveth, he cor- 
vetteth, even as a Father the Son, in whom he delighteth. As 
doth alfo the Apoftle to the Hebrews, exactly to the 
fame Purpofe: (y) If ye endure chaftening, God dealeth 
with you, as with Sous ; for what Sox is he, whom the Father 
chafteneth not? But if he be without Chaftifement, whereof 
all ave Pavtakers, then are ye Baftards, and wot Sous, Pur- 
thermore, we have had Fathers of our Elefh, which corrected 
us, and we gave them Reverence 5 foal we not much rather 
be in Subjettion to the Father of Spirits, and live ? For they 
werily for a few Days chaftened us after their own Pleafure : 
But he, for our Profit, that we might be Partakers of his 
Holinefs. (xz) Thefe Words, good Brother, are God's 
“© Words, and written in holy Scripture, for our Com- 
© fort and Inftruétion, that we fhould patiently, and 
with Thank(giving, bear our Heavenly Father's Cor- 
rection, whenfoever, by any Manner of Adverfity, 
“ it fhallpleafe his gracious Goodnefs to vifit us; and 
“© there fhould be no greater Comfort to Chriftian Per- 
“© fons, than to be made like unto Chrift, by fuffering 
‘ patiently, Adverfities, Troubles, and Sicknefies.: For 
$i Dc Re ah Ned Macy en: aaa a ete. 
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(x) Oifice for the Vifitation of the Sick, pivot aan om) 
eerie cao od Ada vases Wika ee rf € hg 


and other Afflictions. 75 
f° hehimfelfwent not up to Joy, but firft he fuffer'd Pain ; 
*© he enter’d notintohis Glory, before he was crucified. 

-* So truly our Way to eternal Joy, is to fuffer here 
*¢ with Chrift ; and our Doorto enter into eternal Life, 
“* is gladly to die with Chrift; that we may rife again 
“* from Death, and dwell with him in everlafting Life. 

Auchith, learneftly defire to fubmit to God’s Will. But 
yetIam apt tothink, no Father ufeshisSonasIam ufed. - 
Eufeb. * No chaftening for the prefent feemeth to be 
joyous, but grievous ; neverthelefs, afterward it yieldeth the 
peaceable Fruit of Righteoufuefs, unto them which are exer- 
cifed thereby. Agreeably whereto, fays the Apoftle 

St. Fames, + Bleffed is the Man that endureth Temptation 3, 
for when he is tried, he fhall receive the Crown of Life, which 
the Lord has promifed to them that love him. | 
~ Anchith, 1 thought my felf in a happy State, tll I 
was opprefled with this Fit of Sicknefs.. 1 thank God, 
T have always lived above Want, and eafily, and to 
my own Satisfaction. But alas! Since this unfortunate 
Change, I am forced to lie here, as you fee me, weep= 
ing and mourning, with a Heart full of Sorrow and 
Care, tormented to a great degree, and yet not know- 

ing where tofindaRemedy. aittern PILL 

' Philog. "This is to be expected from God only. Phy- 

‘ficiansmay adminifter proper Medicines, but it is God's. 
Bleffing alone, that ‘can make them fuccefsful. And it 
is upon him alone, you muft depend for Deliverance. - 
 Anchith. 1 do fo; but he has not yet thought fit to 
grant it; and fuppofe he fhould not, what muft I do 
then ? ' id bor 
‘ Philg. 'Then you muft take Care to follow Theophi- 
}us’s Advife, and difpofe your felf in the humbleft 
Manner, to fubmit to’ his Will, in whatever he lays 
Dpon-you.! 6° * #97 ae ‘ | : 
‘ Eufeb, The Way to enter into Glory is by the Crofs, 
By this Way our Lord and Mafter enter’d into his, 
Father's Kingdom; and if we'would follow him thither, 


* Heb tar t1, f St. James... 124 
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it muftbe by the fame Way. He was * made Perfect 
by Suffering. And fuch who take upon them the Profei- 
fion of his Name, muft not think themfelves hardly ‘ 
dealt by, if they be call’d to futfer too, whether by the 
Hand of Man, or by the Hand of God himfelf. And 
indeed, Calamities and Afflictions, are an excellent 
Preparative for a better State ; fuch as Want, Con- 
tempt, Reproach, Lofles, Ferfecution, Imprifonment, | 
undeferved Punifhment, and which more particularly 
concerns your felf, Bodily Pains and Infirmities, and 
the moftuneafy and wafting Difeafes ; and, in a Wotd, 
whatfoever ferves to mortify the old Man in us, and to 
wean our Minds from the World, and raife up our Af- 
feétions to, and make us diligently inquifitive after 
another and a better State. bal a : | 
Auchith, 1 fincerely own God’s Power and Authori- 
ty. But yet, it-feems very hard for me to conceive, 
that thefe fevere Vifitations are inflided by God, ypon 
his beloved Children and Favourites; and are not ra- 
thera Token of his heavy Difpleafure, and that thole 
who labour under them, are to be looked upon as Ob- 
jects of his Wrath. And to deal plainly with you, all 
1 fuffer at this time in my Bedy, is not more grievous — 
to me, than the Apprehenfion I labour under, and can- 
not fhake off, that this fevere Treatment is too plain 
an Evidence, of God’s being eftranged from me, or ra- 
ther that he hates me. — * ag 
- Theoph. Not fo faft, my dear Friend, Think again. 
Have not the faithfulleft and beft Servants of God been 
conftantly obferved, to meet with their Share of Affli- 
Etions here, and many Times far beyond divers of the 
moft vitious and profligate Wretches ? So that were it 
not for the inward Comfort and Support, they find in 
themfelves in this Life, and their Hopes and Expectatiz 
ons, of a better at their Departure hence, a great Part 
of them, at leaft, might juftly be faid to be, as St. Paul 
fpeaks, ¢ of all Men most miferable. Remember the Cate 
* Hebr. 2, 10, and 5.8, 9. + a Cor. 15. 29, 
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of Abel; of Facob, of Fofeph, of Fob, Mofes and David, of 
St. Fohn Baptift, St. Stephen, St. Peter, St. Fames, St. Fohn, 
and the reft of the Apoftles and Evangelifts, and innu- 
merable other Martyrs and Confefiors. Were not thefé 
the Favourites of Heaven, and fingularly interefted in 
the divine Proteétion and Kindnefs ? Or were they 
without theirCrofles or Trials ? Were they not all great- 
ly affliged, and abundance of them barbaroufly put to 
death ?. What Numbers do we read.of, of the holieft 
and beft of Men, fuch + of whom the World was not worthy, 
who yet, bad Trials of eruel Mockings and Scourgings, Bonds 
and Imprifonments, were ftoned, were fawn afunder, were 
tempted by terrible Cruelties, were flain with the Sword 2 
As others alfo were in Wants, and Diftrefs, and Fear, 
and without any certain Habitation, not knowing 
where to hide themfelves, but being forced to wander 
about in Deferts and Mountains, and Dens and Caves of 
the Earth, covering themfelves with Sheep-skins and Goats- 
skins, being deftituted, affitted, tormented. Can you pof- 
fibly deny thefe to have beén God’s undoubted Children, 
and truly beloved of him? And on theother Hand, do 
you imagine, Axchithanes, that your Sufferings may in 
any wifebe compar’d with theirs ? If not, confider feri- 
oufly whether it bécomes you to be diflatisfied at your 
prefent Condition ? and be invited to greater Humlia- 
tion by reafon of your Sins, which call aloud for thefe, 
and much heavier Chaftifements ; and fhew your felf 
more fubmiffive and refigned to the divine Will, and 
that infinite Wifdom and Goodnefs, which brings them 
upon you. Set before your Eyes that admirable Pati- 
ence of Fob|l|, undera Series of fuccefliveA Midions of di- 
vers Kinds. Call to Mind how pitiable anddifconfolate 
his forlorn Eftate was, when, from one of the richeft 
of all the eaftern Part of the World, he was fuddenly 
{tripp d of all. His (a) Oxen and his Affes were feiz’d by 
the Sabeans, and his fervauts flain, who fhould have faved 
them out of the Hands of thefe Invaders. His (¢) Sheep 


# Hebr, 11. 36,37, 38. IL Jobr.3. (a) Ver 15. (6) Ver16. 
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and others of his Servants, were confum’d by Fire from 
Heaven. His(c) Camels were carried away by the Chal- 
deans, and the remainder of his Servants were deftroyed 
bythem. And to add to fuch his heavy Calamities, in 
the laft place comesFluétus Decumanus, the foreft Stroke 
of all; his (d) Children, both Sons.and Daughters, were 
all of them kill’d by the Fall of the Houfe, where they 
were feafting together. So that now he was all of a 
fudden become as poor, as he had been rich, but a few 
Hours before, and as great an Obje& of Pity, as he 
might have been before of Envy. Yet durft he not 
murmur at God for fo woful a Change. He remembred 
by whofe good Providence it came about, and would 
not fuffer himfelfto break forth, into any difcontented 
and undutiful Language. On the contrary, He (e) arofe 
and vent his Mantle, and fhaved his Head and fell down up- 
on the Ground, and worfbipped, and faid, Naked came I out ~ 
of my Mother's Womb, and naked fhall I returnthither 3 the 
Lord gave, and the Lord hath taken away ; bleffed be the 
Name of the Lord. As much as to fay, *I am but 
* what I wasat firft, and what I muft have been again 
at laft; and he that hath ftripped me of all before I 
“* die, hath taken nothing away but what he gave. Let 
“* him therefore be praifed who is the Donor of all 
** good Things, and the Difpofer of all Events. (g) In 
all this Fob finned not, nor {pake one harfh or unbecoming 
Word, when all thefe Evils came fo thick upon him. 
He did not bemoan himfelf as one reje&ted by God, 
and who muft nevermore expe& his Favour, becaufe he 
found himfelf at prefent in fuch calamitous Circumftan- 
ces. No, he freely refign’d himfelf to the Divine Difpo- 
fal, and blefled and praifed the Almighty, whom he 
knew to be the fole Author of all he had loft, and to 
whom he ftood indebted for the Enjoyment of it hither- 
to. And can you now, good Azchithanes, think it rea- 
fonable to behave your felf after a contrary Manner > 
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“(e) Job 1. 17. (d) Ver. 18, 19. (e) Ver, 20, 21. 
* Bifhop Parrick onthe Words, (g) Job 1,22, | ; 
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Ought you not rather to labour, that your prefent Sick- 
nefs may make you the more fenfible of the true Value 
of that Health you now want, and the more thankful 
for the long Enjoyment you have had of it ? And what 
if you are now deprived of it? May not this be for 
your Good, and fo far from a Token of God’s Difplea- 
fure, and a Sign he is irreconcileable to you, that it 
may be taken from you out of Kindnefs, and fo may 
tequire not your Patience only, but your unfeigned 
Gratitude for being thus dealt with ? 

Eufeb. You ought to remember that God is infinitely 
wifer than you, and knows what is fitteft for you, or 
any of his Servants, far better than you or they do. 

Theoph. There is nothing more common in the 
World, than for the beft of Men, and of Chriftians, to 
meet with Croffes and Afflictions whilft they remain 
here. This was moft remarkably notorious, during thofe 
fevere’times of Perfecution, wherein fuch Multitudes of 
our Lord’s Difciples were called, to feal their Pro- 
feffion with their Blood. (a) Some were burn’d alive, 
fome were flain with the Sword, and others were ex- 
pos’'d to ravenous wild Beafts, and were devour'd by 
them ; and (2) even thofe of the higheft Rank were 
torturd, put in Chains, and crucified. Some were 
banifhed, fome had the Soles of their Feet dried up by 
a gentle Flame, fome had Torches applied to all Parts of 
their Bodies, till their Skin cracked and fhrivel’d up, 
and the Fire came at length to their very Bowels. (c) 
Some were broiled, fome empaled, fome beheaded. (d) 
Some were put in Boats, and turned afloat in the Sea to 
be drowned. (¢) Others had their Limbs forced out of 
Joint, and their Bodies torn with Whips, were pulled 
in pieces, were hung up by a Hand, ora Foot, or 
{tretched upon the Rack, or were carbonadoed, and 
bafted with Salt and Vinegar. In a Word, divers Sorts 
(a) Tertull. Scorp. c. 1. Eufeb. Hift. Eccl. 1.1. ¢. 7. 

. (5) LaGtant. de Mortibus Perfec. c. 21. v 

(c) Clem. Alex. Str. J. 2. 

‘(d) Eufeb, Hift. Eccl. 1. 8. c.6. Sozom, 1. 6. ¢. 14. 
Ae) Hale. |, 8. c. 9, 10, Se, Socrat, Hilt, |. 3. ¢, 16. ¢ 
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of unknown Punifhments were invented for them; and 
no Age, or Sex were fpared, but Men, Women, and 
‘Children, were all adjudged to the moft barbarous, 
moft abufive, and moft painful Deaths. And that they 
might not be too.eafily difpatched, the Execution was 
fometimes {topped in the midft, and the Martyr remit- 
ted toPrifon, not out of Kindnefs, but, that having re- 
cover’da little Breath, he might be enabled for a new 
Confli&. And all this meerly for the Sake of their Chri- 
ftianity. Yet were, thefe holy Martyrs, fo far, from, 
looking upon themfelyes as abandoned by God, becaufe 
they fuffered fuch Things, * that they rejoiced rather, 
and gloried in them; efteeming it as a Favour, that 
God would call them, in fo fignal a manner; to.follow 
their blefled Saviour, and be baptized with the Baptifm 
that he was baptized with. And in the more guiet and 
halcyon Times of the Church, it was never known, that 
the faithfulleft and beft Chriftians, were exempt from 
their Portion of Temporal Calamities. When not ha- 
raffled, and perfecuted, and treated as the the Refufe and 
Off-fcouring of all Things ; they have yet been fubjec& to 
Sicknefles and Difeafes, and the other Inconveniencies 
ufually incident to this State of Mortality and Mifery.. 
So that in them is verified, as it is alfo in the reft of 
the World, that t Man that is born of a Woman, hath but 
afew Days to live, aud full of Trouble; that \\ he is born 
to Trouble, as the Sparks fly upward, and that his (a) Days 
are Evil, as wellas few. Mankind in general, are all 
obnoxious to Grievarees and Crofies; and divers Sorts 
of Difaflersand Misfortunes; andthe good Man among 
the reft. Suchanone, has, undoubtedly, better Sup- 
ports under his Troubles, than others have ; but he is 
not totally fecured from them in his beft Eftate. I 
cannot perfwade my {felf, that his Religion does not 
entitle him to, and procure for him, divers worldly 


* Martyr. St. Ignat.c. 2. St. Polycarp. Ep. ad Philip. c. 1. St. Po~ 
lycarp. Martyr. c. 2. Juft. Mart. Apol: 1. B. Cypriani Paff. & Ep. 30° 
& 31. Sulpic. Sever, Hift. Sacr. An. 304. 

+ Job 14. 1. W Chap. 5. 7. (4) Gen.. 47. 9. . 
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Bleffings and Advantages ; fince we all know, * God/i- 
nefs has the Promife of the Life that now %, and not only 
of that which is to come. Befides that, Religion, and’a 
right Government of our felves, ténds’ naturally very 
much to abate and take off the: Edge of whatfoever 
Calamity, and difpofes the Sufferer to bear it to the 
beft Advantage. But yet, fo long as°good Men confit 
of Flefh and Blood no lefs than’others, and not only 
are liable to outward Accidents; ‘in like Manner with 
them; but find themfelves reftrain’d from divers of 
thofe Courfes, fortheir own Prefervation or Advantage; 
which others freely allow themfelves to take ; no won= 
der if they be involved in Wants, and Lofles, and 
Misfortunes, and obnoxious to bodily Diftempers and 
Ipfirmities as their Neighbours are. However, there 
is no Reafon to conclude from hence, ‘thar they are out 
of God's Favour, and that their Chaftifements argue 
him to be eftranged from them ;°and ‘that they are 
therefore to hope for no Good from’him. This’ isa 
great Miftake, and I know not how my Friend Auchi- 
thanes comes to fall into it. Yam fure you ought’ rather 
_ to refle& upon what the Apoftle: declares, Heb. 12) 8. 
If ye be without Chaftifement, whereof all the true and ge- 
nuine Sons of God ave Partakers, then are ye Baftards and 
not Scns; . sah ihe Bh 4% 
« Anchith. | cannot deny but what you fay is agree- 
able-both to Scripturé and Reafon; and I will there- 
fore conifider it, fo far as my weak anid painful Con- 
dition will permit.» © ak . 
«\Theopht Tam glad to hear you fay fo. And I pray 
God give you. aright Underftanding in all Things. But 
methinks it fhould be no {mall Means of fettling your 
Judgment in this Point, to attend “a while to what cur 
Lord and Saviour difcourfes, concerning the rich Glut= 
ton in the: Gofpel, and poor. diftreffed Lazarus, who 
lay at his Gate in ahelplefs Condition 3 and to remember 


how mightily the Cafe was alter’d with them, when 
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they came to die. What worldly Advantage was want 
ing to. this. Mani? Did he not enjoy all his Heart could 
defire ? He was rich, was in heaith, was finely.clad, 
and kept a plentiful Table, faring * fump:ucufly every 
Day; yet no.Friend, no Favourite of God.. Inthe 
meantime, Lazarus was miferably poor, and knew not 
where to get, a Meal’s Meat; which made him, wait at 
the Door for fome, Relief, + defiing to be fed with the 
Crunibs which fell from the Rith Man’s Table, and would 
have thought it aHappine(s, if he could have obtain’d 
them. He was moreover unhealthy and full of Sores; 
an uneafy Spectacle, both to himfelf and others, but he 
was neverthele‘s a good Man, one, that like Fob, feared 
God, and efchewed Evil; and who had learned to fub- 
mit to his hard Circumftances,. as well knowing they 
were order'd him by God. Such, was the Difference be- 
tween them in theirmortal State! But this continued 
not long, before/Death came, and fer them ata greater 
Diftance from each other; and then behold a new, and 
a very ‘different Scene opened itfelf, For this Beggar; 
ks mean and defpicable as he had been thought, ||| was 
carried by the Angels into Abraham’s Bofom, the Place of 
happy Souls after their Departure out of this Life. The 
learned Dr. Lightfoot (a) teaches, that. it was univerfally 
believed among the Fews, that pure and holy Souls, when. they 
heft this Body, went into Happinefs| to- Abraham, tothe 
fame Place where he was ; and that our Saviour Jpeaks 
according to the receiv d Opinion of that Nation in this Affair, 
awhen he faith, many fhall come from the Eaft, andfrom the 
Woft,) and {ball fir down with Abraham, Bat this. deig 
carried into Abraham’s Bofam, feenis to denote fome pe+ 
culiar Prerogative, fome greater, Happinefs than a bare 
‘Tranflation into the |Place where that. Patriarchqwas. 
For I take the Phrafe to be of like Importance to what 
is faid of (4) St.Jobn’s lying in, or Jeaning on our Saviour's 
Bofom at Supper 3 and fo.to imply)in: it an ‘Allufon to 


,. St. Luke 16.9. — } Ver. 20, 21. “Vers 22, (a) InLoc, 
(6) St.John 13.23. "Aveneie@® dp Te xtarge 2) | _ 
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the manner of Feafting in thofe Days ; that Lazarus 
was notonly with Abraham, or in Abrabam’s Bay, as 
fome render the Expreffion, but was’ feated in Glory 
next. to him, fo as tobe faid to lie in his Bofom at the 
heavenly Entertainment. * The rich Man alfo died, 
and was buried. Here is no mention of any Angels to 
take Care of his departing Soul. And certainly he had 
none to concern themielves about him, except the in- 
fernal Fiends, whom we may reafonably conclude to 
have,been ready prepared, to drag him into the fame 
| Deltruction with themfelves : Efpecially confiderin 
what follows in the next Words, + Aud in Hell he lif 
up his Eyes, being in Tovments. An undeniable Proof, 
that. notwithftanding all the Plenty and Profufenefs 
wherein he had lived, he was far enough from being 
beloved by God, who had indeed beftowed all his 
Wealth upon him, but who withal fets fo mean an 
Eftimate upon all worldly Advantages, that || zo Man 
knows either Love or Hatred by all that is before him. 
.. Philog. This Parable makes it very clear, that Want, 
or Contempt, or Sores, and by Parity of Reafon, Sick- 
nefles and Difeafes fent by God to the good Man, 
are not to be looked upon as the Effet of his Dif- 
pleafure and Wrath, but rather as aSign of his Favour 
and good Will, At leaft, I am fure, thus much may 
be. unqueltionably inferred from it, that no one can 
be known to be in God’s Favour, from the Abundance 
af the Things that he poffeffes in this Life ; nor any one 
to be ont of his Favour, becaufe he has them not bee 
{towed upon hit. a 
Eufeb. Very right. But the Pfalmift tells us, more- 
over, concerning Afflifions, that they are not only 
no jult Caufe of Defpondency and diltruft of God*s 
Concern fer us ; but, on the contrary, if rightly im- 
prov d, (and if they be not, rhat lies at our own Door, 
and is chargeable only upon our felves; if rightly im- 
_prov'd, I fay,) they may become highly beneficial to us, 
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(a) Bleffed is the Man whom thou chaftencft, O Lord. And 
again, from his own Experience, he proclaims the 
Goodnefs of God, in correéting him for his Mifcarria- 
ges, and thereby reducing him to Repentance for them, 
and a Care to walk more uprightly for the future (L) Be- 
fore I was afflitted, Iwent aftray; but now have I kept thy 
Word: Anda little after, (c) It is good for me that I 
have been afflicted, that I might learn thy Statutes: And 
again, he makes this Proteflion, (d) Iknow, O Lord, that 
thy Judgments ave vight, and that thou iu Faithfulnefs haft 
affliited me. “ It is an Act of thy Sovereign Mercy, fays 
“ Dr. Hummond, upon the Place, which thou haft pro- 
€ mis’d to make good to me, to fend me fuch Affidi- 
© Gnsasthefe. Thefe are but a neceflary part of Dif- 
“ cipline, ard fo a Mercy to me ; and having promi- 
“ fed not to deny me real and principal Mercies, thou 
«art obliged in Fidelity to fend them. And that they 
ave for our Benefit, and come therefore out of Mercy, 
and for our Good, the Apoftle St. Pau! alfo acquaints us, 
(c) H7hen we ave judged we are chaftened of theLord ; notout 
of Paffion and. Difpleature, and to our own Confufion, 
but for our Advantage, and the Promotion of our beft 
‘and truefl Incereft, the eternal Salvation of our Souls, 
that we fhould not be condemned with the World. Our good 
and gracious God aims at our Reformation and Salvati- 
on, by his neceflary Correétions, when he fees us go- 
ing aftray from his Commandments ; the proper Intent | 
of them, being to make us fenfible of our Folly and 
Wickednefs, and what is like to be the dreadful Con~ 
fequence of them, if perfilted in. And (f) happy is the 
Man whom he corretteth ; therefore defpife not thou the cha- 
frening of the Almighty: For he maketh. fore, and bindeth 
up; he woundeth, and his Hands make whole. n'a Word, 
(¢) He is the Father of Mercies, ‘and the God of all Com- 
pe and fo orders his Vifitations, when received as 
they ought to be; that he comforts us in all our Tribulations, 
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that we may be able to comfort them which ave in any Trou- 
ble, by the Comfort wherewith we our felves are comforted of 
God. 

Philog. Our Lord Fefus Chrift, that fpotlefs Lamb of 
God, (4) who did no Sin, neither was Guile found in his 
Mouth, enter'd not into Glory, but by the Crofs. So 
fays the Apoftle, (7) We fee Fefus, who was made a Tittle 
dower than the Angels, for fuffering Death, crowned with 
Glory and Humour. And it is not very reafonable for 
fuch who profefs themfelves his Difciples, to expe& 
that they fhali attain to the Pofleffion of a heavenly 
Inheritance, by living always in Joy, and Health, and 
all temporal Felicity ; but rather by patiently taking 
up the Crofs, and thankfully receiving whatioever it 
pleafes God to lay upon them. (k) The Difciple is not 
above his Mafter, nor the Servant above his Lord. And ac- 
cordingly our Saviour declares, that (/) whofoever doth not 
bear his Crofs, and come after him, cannot be his Difciple. 
Which, though fpoken with a particular Refpe& to 
the Cafe of fuffering Perfecution, for his Name and 
Religion’s fake, will yet hold good in all other Inftan- 
ces whereinfoever it pleafes God to call us to fuffer; 
and amongtt others, Auchithanes, when any come to be 
in the Circumftances you fo complain of. Which, how 
hard foever you think them, are nothing like to what 
our Lord condefcended to undergo for your fake and 
mine, and all of us. 

Eufeb. In St. Fohn’s Revelation, we read, that thofe 
(mu) who ave arrayed in white Robes, and are continually be- 
_ fore the Throne of God, and ferve bim Day and Night in bis 
Temple, ave fuch as came out of great Tribulation, 

 Theoph. You fay right, for fuch, in truth, are fitteft 
for the Kingdom of God. Neither‘are the voluptuous 
Worldlings, who tafte of no Crofs, but have their Fill 
of Mirth and Pieafure, and ftudy only to gratify their 
carnal Defires, ever like to attain to the Joys of Hea- 
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ven. tis too much to expea, that we fhould live here, 
in a conftant uninterrupted Enjoyment of all earth- 
ly Satisfaction, and yet hereafter be adn.itted to reign 
glorioufly with Chrift in Heaven. (x) Ye cannot ferve 
God aud Mammon. And whatf{oever therefore tends to 
withdraw our Affe@tions from thefe trantitory delufive 
Satisfactions, and in any Meafure to wean us from the 
World, and the Things ‘in it, as Afflicions naturally. 
do, is confequently of great Ufe to us, and we are 
highly to blame if we do not improve it to our own 
Advantage. So that you fee, my Friend <Auxchithanes, 
what juft Occafion you have to thank Almighty God, 
that it has pleafed him fo far to remember you, as to 
lay his Hand upon you, to remind you of your own 
Frailty, and both the UnfatisfaGorinefs and Uncer- 
tainty of all fublunary Enjoyments, and to put you 
upon feeking after a better aud au enduring Subftance ; which 
having once obtain’d, you will be in no Danger of ever 
being fick, or grieved, or tormented, or in trouble, or 
want any more. You are alfo tolook upon your Sick- 
nefs as a Trial of your Patience, to fee whether you 
can bear itas you ought. AndI cannot therefore but 
heartily recommend to you, the Advice of the wife 
Son of Syrach ; (0) My Son, if thou come to ferve the Lord, 
prepare thy Soul for Temptation; fet thy Heart aright, and 
conftantly endure, and make not hafte in Time of Trouble. 
Cleave unto him, and depart not away, that thou mayeft be 
encreafed at thy laf? End. Whatfoever is brought upon thee, 
take chearfully, and be patient, when thou ar changed to @ 
low Eftate. For Gold is tried in the Fire, and acceptable 
Men in the Furnace of Adverfity. 

Anchith. Your Advice, 1 confefs, is good, and I 
will fet my felf to put it in practice ; which I fhall be 
the better able todo, becaufe I am fenfibly affected 
with what has been fo plentifully alledged out of the 
holy Scriptures. Believe me, Sirs, it isa reviving Cor- 
dial tomy Soul, to hear fuch plain Evidence from the 
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Word of God, that this Sicknefs which I now labour 
under, may probably be a loving Vifitation of God, and 

an Inftance of his good-will towards me. 
Theoph. It is matter of unfeigned Joy tome, that you 
have attain’d to a Conviétion of this comfortable Truth: 
And I beg of you not to doubt, but that your benign 
and gracious God, and moft tender and loving Father, 
who has promis’d, that all Things fhall work together for 
00d, to them that love him, will crown'this your Sorrow 
with Joy and Comfort in the End. (p) He is faithful, and 
will not fuffer you to be tempted above what you are able; but 
will with the Temptation alfo make a‘ Way to efcape the 
Overpreflure of it, that you may be able to bear it, with~ 
out Prejudice to your felf, or Difhonour to the holy Re- 
figion you profels. (q) Ais Wrath endureth but the Twink- 
ling of an Eye, and in his Pleafure is Life; Heavin2fs may. 
— endure fora Night, bat it fhall not laft long, ‘for it is of- 
ten feen, that Foy cometh in the Morning. ‘This the 
Royal Pfalmift experimented in his own Cafe, and he 
held himfelf obliged to own God's Goodnefs in it, and 
to blefs him for it. (r) Thou, fays he, haf? turned my Hea- 
vinefs into Sfoy; thou haft put off my Sackclothy aud girded 
me with Gladnefs. Therefore fhall every good Man fing of 
thy Praife without ceafing 3 O my God, Iwill give thee Tanks 
for ever. And at another time, (s) Ob what great Trou- 
bles and Adverfities haft thou fhewed me; and yet didft thou 
turn and refrefb me; yea, and broughteft me from ‘the 
Deep of the Earth again, Thou haft brought me to great 
Honour, and .comforted me on every Side. Therefore will I 
praife thee with Faithfuluefs, O. God, playing upon an Injirus 
ment of Mufick : Unto thee will I fing upon the Harp, O thou 
holy one of Ifrael. And again, (t) They that fow in Tears; 
fhall reap in Foy. He that now goeth on his W7ay weeping, and 
Leareth forth.good Seed, {ball doubtless come again with Foy, 
and bring his Sheaves with him, ay | 
_ Aunchith, Amen, Amen, good Lord. IJ truft thou | 
wilt deal thus gracioully wich me ; who am now dejected 
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and weak, but hope to be again in a better Capacity to 
ferve thee. | | 

Theoph. Be not difcouraged, nor fuffer your felf to 
queftion, but that if you («call on the Name of the Lord, 
you {hall be deliver’d, and fhall find great Comfort. To this 
End, hear again the Declarations-of the forefaid Royal 
Prophet, profeffing what fingular Manifeftations of Di- 
vine Goodnefs, in this Refpeét he had Opportunity to 
obferve. (x) The Righteous crieth, and the Lord heareth, and 
delivereth him out of all his Troubles. The Lord is nigh to 
them that ave of a broken Heart ; and will fave fuch as be of 
a contrive Spirit. Many ave the Affliétions of the Righteous ; 
but the Lord delivereth him out of them all. He keepeth all 
his Bones ; not one of them is broken. The Lord redeemeth 
the Soul of his Servants : And none of them that truft in him 
foall be defolate. 

Eufeb. ‘Thefe are comfortable Paflages of Scripture ; 
and if ferioufly laid to Heart, muft needs be of great 
Ufe to an affliéted Soul ; which cannot fail of being de- 
~ Sighted with the houghts of a gracious Divine Provi- 
dence, continually watching over us for Good, that will 
never be wanting to any of us, unlefs through our . 
own Fault. When Men once forfake God, no Wonder 
if he forfake them, and leave them to be toffed about 
by every Blaft of an adverfe Fortune, till at lengrh they 
become overwhelmed with Evils, and ready to fink un- 
der them. But whilft we duly fear him, and put our 
Truftin him, he will let us fee toour Comfort, that this 
is the fureft Way to get rid of our Burden. So himfelf 
profefles by the Pfalmift, (y) Call upon me. in the Day of 
Trouble ; Iwill deliver thee, and thou fhalt glorify me. And 
the Apoftle St. Peter exhorts, to-reft upon him in all our 
Streights and Neceflities, from this Confideration, that 
he will not neglect us when we do fo; (z) Cafting all 
your Cave upon him, for he careth for you. He careth for us, 
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and oftentimes works Deliverances, beyond all we could 
have an expectation of. | 

Philg. So that here you fee, Aunchithanes, that as 
A ffiictions are no Proof of any one’s being out of God’s 
Favour, fo has he fhewn himfelf ready to remove them, 
when fitly applied to, to do it. 

_ Anchith, “This is comfortable indeed. 

Eujfeb. But not morecomfortable than true, as divers 
Relations in Scripture plainly teftify. 

Anchith. Will you pleafe, Sir, to repeat fome of 
them, if it be not too much Trouble to you. 

Eufeb. Do not think my Friend, that I can reckon 
any Service, that is in my Power to do you, trouble- 
fome. It would rather bea great Delight to me. And 
_ accordingly I moft willingly enter upon what you defire. 
And to pais over the more antient Patriarchs, every one 
knows what Portion was allotted to Fofeph, both before 
and after his coming into Egypt; yet not for any Fault 
of his own, but purely to try his Faith, Love, Obedi- 
ence, Patience, Thankfulnefs, and Perfeverance, and 
that Deliverance might be wrought for others no lefs 
than himieif, by his Means. He was not only caft into 
(4) the Pit, without any Provocation given on his part, 
except barely (4) the declaring his Dreams ; and foldby 
his Brethren (c) againft all Reafon and Juftice, and na- 
tural Affection, into Slavery ; but being brought by the 
(4) hmaelites into Egypt, was fold again to Potiphar, an 
Officer of Pharaoh, and Captain of his Guards. And 
though it wereno {mall Alleviation of fuch his Captivi- 
ty, that he found himfelf in a little Time made (e) Ru- 
ler of his Mafter’s Houte, and entrufted with all his 
Concerns; yet pray obferve what quickly followed. 
Becaufehe had, as became a faithful Servant of God, a 
greater regard to his own (f) Virtue, than tothe repea- 
ted Solicitations of his luftful Miftrefs, he was falfly ac- 
cufed by her, of having made an Attempt upon her 
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Chaftity ; and upon this unjuft Accufation, not only loft 
all the Intereft he had before in his Mafter’s Favour,but 
was cruelly thrown into (g) Prifon, and kept there for 
fome Years under Confinement. ‘This was a hard Cafe, 
for an innocent Man to be forced out of his own Coun- 
try, made a Slave ina foreign Land, and there wrong- 
fully accufed and imprifon’d. And who would not have 
been ready, fadly to deplore his unhappy Fate, and the 
ill Ufage he had met with? Yer behold the Refult of all 
this was, that the Mercy of God manifefted it felf the 
more illuftrioufly, in refcuing him out of thefe his unde- 
ferved Sufferings. For having found Fofeph upon fo re- 
markable a ‘Trial, to be faithful, conftant, and patient; 
he deliver’d him out of Prifon, fet him at Liberty, and 
gave him fuch Favour with King Pharaoh, that he ap- 
pointed him (4) Ruler over all the Land of Egygt, and put 
bis own Ring upon him, and arrayed him in Veftures of fine 
Liunen, and with a Gold Chain about his Neck, made him 
vide immediately after himfelf, in the fecond Chariot that 
he had, and caufed the Kuee to be buwed before him. 

Aunchith. Thisl freely acknowledge to be a wonder- 
ful Change of Fortune, anda fingular Mercy of God to 
his poor afflicted Servant. “ 

Eufeb. See another fignal inftance of God’s Goodnefs 
in this Refpect. Before King David was quietly fettledin 
his Kingdom,he met with great Oppofition,and caufelefs 
Perfecution from Saz#/, to whom he always fhewed him- 
felf a moft dutiful and loyal Subje@. In fo much that 
when he had only cut off the Skirt of Sau/’sGarment, in 
the Cave at Exgedi, that it might be a.-Teftimony of his 
Reverence to his Lord, whom this fhewed to have been 
indubitably in hig Power at that Time, if he durft have 
ofter’d himany Violence ; yet even for this (7) his Heart 

Jmote him, and he was uneafy at fo {mall an Indignity . 
done to his Prince, and for fo plaufible a Reafon too. 
So * inviolable did he efteem the Perfon of his outrage- 
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ous Sovereign. Yet could not this obrain him his Quier, 
but he was driven from Place to Place, to fave his Life, 
was (k) hunted as a Partridge inthe Mountains, (to ufe his 
own Expreffion) and never could be at reft during the 
Remainder of Saul’s Reign. And again, when it had 
pleafed God, without any Infurrection of his own, to 
bring him to the Throne, which he would not feek to 
gain before his Time by any unlawful Means, what fre- 
quent Difturbances did he meet with from his undutiful 
Children? But efpecially how was he forced, (2) to fy 
out of the Land for Abfalom? And glad that he could 
efcape fo, that he might hope in Time to recover his 
Kingdom moft unjuftly with-held from him. He had 
this Teftimony from the Prophet Samuel, that (m) the 
Lord had fought him out a Man after his own Heart, and the 
Lord had commanded him to be Captain over his People. Yer 
this hinder‘d not, but thathe met with a great deal of 
Sorrow and Vexation from Time to Time, as well af- 
ter as before his coming to the Throne. He makes fre-_ 
quent and fadComplaints of hisMisfortunes,throughout 
his Book of Pfalms, too many to need that I fhould trou- 
ble you, or our other Friends here with the Repetition 
of them. Yetdid it pleafe God in his due time, (xz) to 
turn and refrefh him, and refcue him out of his Troubles 
and Adverfities, bringing him to great Honour, and com- 
Sorting him on every Side, as himfelf relates, and as our 
good Friend here, Theophilus, has noted before me. Thus 
he continued as long as his natural Strength lafted, and 
at fength being (0) old and ftricken in Years, he flept with 
his Fathers, and was buried in the City called after his own 
Name, * the City of David. 

Anchith. This fhews that Almighty God was not 
regardlefs of him, though he had fuffered him fora good 
part of his Life, to be under AffliGion, and to meet 
with a large Share of Troubles and Vexations. 

Eufeb. But-no-meer Man was ever to be compared 
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with Fob, in this refpe&, fo particularly remarkable 
was the Method of God’s dealing with him. in each 
Eftate. He was once, as Theophilus obferv’d, (p) the 
greateft Man in the Eaft, (q) had Children, and Servants, 
and Oxen, and Affes, Camels, and Sheep in great plen- 
ty, (r) and yet of a fudden became as poor and naked 
as if he had never been Owner of any of them. They 
were all, as I noted before, taken from him in one Day ; 
and he had nothing left him bur his Wife, (s) who, in- 
ftead of a Comfort in all his Diftrefs, proved a Temp- 
trefs tohim, and fo an Addition to all his Miferies. 
Befides all this, he was plagued in his own Perfon, to 
a very great Degree, being {mitten (¢) with fore Boils, 
from the Sole of his Foot unto his Crown ; till he took a Pot- 
fherd to fcrape himfelf withal, and fat down among the Afhes, 
as a Sign of his exceffive Grief. He was {cofted at 
likewife, and derided, upon this fad Alteration of his 
Circumftances ; and fuch as durft not formerly have 
looked him in the Face, had now the Confidence to 
mock and fleer athim. ‘The very (u) Youth had him in 
Derifion ; and thefe of the meaner Sort too, fuch whofe 
Fathers he would have difdained to fet with the Dogs of his 
Flock. And his Friends that came to fee him in this 
woful Plight, like (x) miferable Comforters, as they were, 
inftead iF eee with him, and pitying his Calamity, 
and applying fit Lenitives to affwage his Anguifh and 
Sorrow of Mind, for fo fharp and unexpected Vifitati- 
on (y), fet themfelves to rebuke him for not following 
the fame Advice he had ufed to give to others in Adver- 
fity. ‘They fpake not a Word of Comfort to him, but 
endeavoured to perfwade him, that he had Reafon to 
fufpe& his own Sincerity, becaufe fuch exceflive Suffer- 
ings were not wont to be inflicted upon innocent Per- 
fons, but upon the mercilefs and wicked. Oppreflors,. 
whom, tho’ ever fo mighty, God had always chofen to 
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humble, at one ‘Time or other: ‘They concluded, tho’ 
very unjuftly, that all thefe Calamities were fent upon 
ob for his Mifcarriages, and that he, good Man, muft 
needs have been a great Sinner, or otherwife he would. 
not have been fo great a Sufferer. Yet notwithftanding 
all thefe Crofles, all his Lofles and Difappointments, all 
his Pains and Sores, and all the Difcouragements he 
met with from his miftaken Friends, he ftill continued 
ftedfaftly,to wait God’s Pleafure, in a faithful and refo-+ 
lute Adherence to his Duty, under all the Difficulties 
thatalready had, or might farther befal him. It was 
his fix’d:ahd fteady Purpofe, that (xz) all the Time his. 
Breath was in him, and the Spirit of God was in his Noftrils, 
his Lips fhould not fpeak wickedly, nor his Tingue utter De- 
ceit; that till be died, he would not remove his Integrity from 
him: but his Righteoufnefs he would hold faft, and not lee 
it go; nor fhould his Heart reprove him as ling us he lived. 
And * though God fhould flay him, yet would he perfevere 
in putting his Truft in him. And to his Wife fetting her 
felf to feduce him from ‘his Uprightnefs, and tempting. 
- himeto t-curfe God and die, rather than continue to 

‘groanunder fuch bitter Sorrows as he had to conflict 
with, he only replied, that fhe talked like a vain wick- 
ed Woman ; pioufly reprefenting to her withal, how 
unreafonable it was to take any thing ill at God’s Hand, 
and that the more Good any have received from him, 
theJefs Reafon they would have tocomplain, of any Ill 
that might fucceed it. || Thou fpeakeft, fays he, as one 
of the foolifh. Wumen fpeaketh: What, fhall we receive Good 
at the Hand of God, and {hall not we receive Evil? In all 
this did not Fob fin with his Lips. | | 

Aunchith, QO my God, grant me, I befeech thee, the 
like Patience. | ma 

Philog.. Oh! Do not doubt of the Goodnefs of God 
to you. Be ftrong in the Lord, and wait his Determina- 
tion with a dure Truft in, and intire Refignation to his 
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good Providence, and he will turn all Things, ‘even 
what you moft complain of, to your own Advantage. 
* O tarry the Lord’s 'Leifure; be ftrong, and he {hall com= 
fort thine Heart ; and put thou thy Truft inthe Lord. *. For 
thus faith the, Lord God, the holy One of Ifrael. In Return- 
rig and Reft foall ye be faved, in Quietuefs and Confidence 
Shall be your Strength, + Ob how plentiful is his Goodnefs, 
which he has laid up for them that fear him ; and which he 
has prepay d. for them that put their Truft in him, even be- 
Sore the Sons of Men ? 

Eufeb. If you pleafe I will proceed in what Iwas di- 
scourfing concerning Fob, whereby to fhew the Good- 
neis of God to him. | 
. Anchith, Ubefeech you do. For though Iam not fo 
ignorant of the Scripture, as not to know it, it will, 
however, comfort me to hear it repeated. 

. Enfeb. After that Almighty God, by divers Sorts of 
Affli€ions, had tried this patient, holy, good, and per~ 
feG Man,and had foundhim inall refpe&s conftantlyand 
flexibly tenacious of his Integrity, in fpight of ail the 
Plagues that Satan could lay upon him; he || was pleafed 
with and commended him; the Lord alfo accepted Fob. 
And (a) the Lord turned the Captivity of Fob; alfothe Lord 
gave. Fob twice as much as he had before. We reftored to 
him all that heshad loft; and ot only fo, but he ceafed 
not, tillhe had made him twice as rich as ever he had 


been. Thus (6) the Lord bleffed the latter end of Fob) more 


than the beginning ; for he had Fourteen'thoufand Sheep, ‘and 
Sin thoufand Cantels, aud a thoufand Yoke of Oxenand a thou- 
Jaud She-Affes; be had alfo Seven Sons,. aud three Daughters, 
And in all the Land were no Women found fo fair as the 
Daughters of Fob, and their Father gave them Inheritance 
among their Brethren. After this lived Fob an Hundred and 
forty Tears, and faw his Sous, aud his Sons Sow, even Four. 
Generations, B. «i166 


i J LV 2 
* PQ) 29. 16g we: Haga: Is, + Parsee 
H Job 42. 83 9. t(D Vere HO, (2) Ver. 12, 135 15,16, 


Auchith, 


and other Affiiétions.. os 
Anchith. Blefled be God, that he is thus good to his 
Servants, and, does not forfake thofe that duly put theix 
Truft in him. | 
Philog, Of this good Man “fob, St. James makes men- 
tion, in Confirmation of the great Truth now treated of. 
* Ye have heard, faith the Apoftle, of the Patience of Fob, 
and have feen the End of the Lord, that the Lord is: Very piti= 
Sul, and of tender Mercy. * Hh? 
Theoph. ‘Thus you fee, Anchithanes, from the holy 
Scripture, that corporal Affliions, of whatever Kind, 
are no certain Token of ‘God’s Anger, but what befals 
the Righteous as well as others, and from which histrue 
eft and beft Servants can promife themfelves no Exe 
emption. You havecheard alfo of the Loving-kindnefs 
of God ‘towards fuch as ‘have been found faithful upon 
Trial, and his Readinefs’to reftore them to a more 
flourifhing State than they were in before. Wherefore 
be not impatient in this’your Sicknefs ; but be thankful 
to God for it, and ftudy.to make a good Improvément 
of it. “Wait the good Pleafure of God; and fuffer him 
contentedly to difpofe of you as he fhall determine 
fith himfelf. And 'then fear not but he will be.mer- 
ciful to you, and will accomplith in you' what he in his 
infinite Wifdom fhall-fee fitteft and moft proper for you. 
For t whitfoeverThings were written afore time, were writer 
for our Learning, that we’ throrgh Patience, and Comfort of 
the holy Scripture, might have Hope. Presb’ ore 
Anchith. “God's Will bé done on me. The Lord 
knows what is properelt for fuch a wretched Sinner 4S 
Lam. | Let him, therefore, do what Jeemeth him good. 
Come Life, comé Déath, I’ fhall endeavour to prepare 
my felf for it, that 10 (a) whether I live, I may live unto 
the Lord; or whether Edie, I may die untothe Lord ; or whe- 
ther I live or die, I may be the Lora’ s. | a 
* Se. James s..11,  $ Romery. gq. Ux Satu, 3,18. 
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A Prayer for Dependence upon God in all 
Difficulties and. Trials. 


' A ND ob thou my heavenly Father, give me, Imoft hum- 
bly befeech thee, for my Saviour’s Sake, a patient and a 
thankful Heart, that Imay never murmur, or be diffatisfied at 
thy gracious Will, but be obedient to it in all Things ; that 
when my Pains ave fbarpeft, and my Sicknefs most difcoura- 
ging, and hardeft to be born, I may however lift up my 
Soul to thee, and feek for Help and Relief from thee alone, 
calling upon thee as I do at prefent, faying, * O. Lord, re- 
buke me not in thine Indignation, neither Chaften me 
in’ thy Difpleafure. Have Mercy upon me, O, Lord, 
for I am weak ; O heal me, for,my Bones are vexed. 
‘My Soul alfo is fore troubled ; but, Lord,, how long 
‘wilt thou punifh me. ‘Turn thee, O Lord, and deliver 
my Soul; O- fave mie for rhy Mercies fake. + Bow 
down thine Ear, O Lord, and hear me 3. for Iam poor 
and in Mifery.‘ My God, fave thy Servant, ‘that put- 
teth his Truft in Thee. Bemerciful, unto me, O Lordy 
for I will call daily upon thee ; comfort the, Soul of 
thy Servant, for unto thee, O Lord, do I lift up my 
Soul. For thou, Lord, art good and gracious ; and of ° 
gteat Mercy to all them that.call upon Thee. {|-O re- 
member not the Sins and Offences of my Youth, but 
according. to thy Mercy, think upon me, O Lord, 
for thy Goodnefs. (2) Turn thee unto me,’ and have 
Mercy upon me, for Iam defolate and in Mifery. The 
Sorrows of my Heart are,enlarged; O bring thou me 
out of my Troubles. Look upon my Adverfity and 
Mifery, and forgive me all my Sin. (6) Helpme, O God 
of my Salvation, for the Glory of thy Name; Oh de- 
liver me, and Le merciful tomy Sins for thy Name’sSake. 
am not worthy. the Jeaft, of all.thy Favours 5 but it #s thy 


* Plal. 6. 1,2, 3,4. + Pfal. 86. 1, a, 3, 4,5. I Pfal.25. 6. 
(4) Ver, 15, 16, 17. (6) Phal. 79. 9. . 
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| Property, O Lord, always to fhew Mercy, and do good, to 
Such as have no Way deferv’d it at thy Hands Thou art 
my Strength and my Hope: O be thou my mighty Saviour 
and Deliverer, both now and evermore. This Ibeg for the 
Sake, aud through the Merits and Mediation of my ever 
bleffed Saviour aud Redeemer, Jefus Chrik our Lord. Amens 


Theoph. Give me leave to tell you, dear Anchithanes, 
We are not a little delighted, to find you thus {eri- 
oufly and devoutly difpofed,and that you havefucha live 
ly Senie of God’s gracious over-ruling Providence, and 
fuch a comfortable Dependance upon it. Faint not, I 

efeech you, nor be difcouraged, but be ftrong in the 
Lord, and in the Power of his Might. Be mindful ta 
call upon him continually ; and then affare your felf; 
that in all your Affli€ions and Troubles, he will bé 
your Defence, your impenetrable Shield, your {trong 
Tower, and invincible Fortrefs. .* He will ‘not leave york 
wor forfake you, but be with you, and afift, fupport, 
and comfort you in all your Difficulties. Remember hig 
gracious Promife to fuch as put their Traft in him,and 
ftudy to get your Mind ferioufly affected with it. 4 
Becaufe he kath fet his Love upon me, therefore will I delj« 
ver him ; I will fet him up, becaufe he hath known my Name; 
He fhall call upon me, and Iwill hear him; yea, Lam with 
him in Trouble, and will deliver him; and bring him to Ho- 
nour. With long Life will I fatisfy him, and fbew him my 
Salvation, | ! 
_ Eufeb. ‘To be diffatisfied at Sicknefs, or any other! 
AMiGion, argues a great want of Confideration, anda 
ferious Attendance, to the vaft Diftance that is betwixt 
God and wus, the Relation we ftand in to him, ‘as our 
Sovereign Lord and Creator, and the Duty wé there« 
fore owe him; which would naturally incline us all 
to a ready Submiffion to his moft holy Will, in all his 
eterminations concerning us. For nothing can be 
more highly becoming poor, impotent, needy Crea 
8 Heb. 13 5, O Pil. 91. 14, IF. 164. 
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tures, thai intirely to refign themfelves to their Cre= 
ator’s Difpofal. Who, by virtue of his abfolute Domi- 
nion over them, may juftly affign each one his Work 
and Station, as well as his Reward, according to his 
own good Pleafure. And who befides, being infinite- 
ly wifer than Man, and loving us much better than 
we do our felves, muft therefore be much fitter to 
choofe what is moft advantageous and beft for us. And 
who, as daily Experience fhews, 1s never backward to 
beftow his Benefits upon us, not only beyond, and with- 
out our Deferts, but even when we have highly defer- 
ved the contrary. * Jn him we all live, move, aud have 
our Being. And the has not left himfelf without a Wit- 
nefs, of hiscontinual Bounty and Goodnels to his Crea- 
tures, without Diftin@ion, in that he indifcriminately 
does them good, and gives them Rain from Heaven, and 
fruitful Seafons, filing their Heart with Food and Gladuefs. 
He continually difpenfes fuch Bleffings for the ood of 
Mankind, as naturally reach, not only to his Pithful 
Servants, but totheir Neighbours round about them, 
who are equally capacitated to partake of them, with 
themfelves. And yet, as’ if this were not exprefs 
enough, our bleffed Saviour tells us pofitively, that they 
are defigned for the Relief of the Wicked, as well as 
of the Righteous. For {peaking of our |] Father which 
js in Heaven, he exprefly affirms concerning him, that 
he maketh his Sun to rife on the Evil, and on the Good, and 
fendeth Rain on the Fuft, and on the Unjuft. So liberal is. 
our good and gracicus God of his Mercies and Favours! 
And fo conftantly does he heap them upon fuch as ftand 
=n need of them! And can any one that has received 
his Subfiftence, and all the good Things he ever enjoy- 
ed, from God’s Bounty, murmur, and be difpleafed, be~ 
caufe he receives fome Mixture of Evil and Sorrow 
with them ? 
" Theoph. The Confideration of God’s Sovereignty, 
tied up David’s Tongue, when under great Afflictiony 
gn A 
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at the Profperity ofhis Enemies, and moft probably o 

his rebellious Son Abfalom, and his Accomplices : * 
was dumb, fayshe, I opened not my Mouth, And then 
follows the Reafon of this his Silence and Submiffion, 
Becaufe thou didf it. Becaufe it was the Hand of God 
by which he fuffered; this he readily acknowledged a — 
fufficient Caufe of his Acquiefcence init, how hard foe= 
ver in it felf. ‘‘ What is befallen me, fays Dr. Hammond 
“upon this Place, Iam far from repining or murmu- 
“ying at: It comes, I know, from thee, whote Dif- 
“* pofals are moft wife; and be it never fo fliarp, 
** am fureI have well deferved it. And there is no 
_ Reafon, why Chriftians fhould not be equally fabmif- 
five to the Diviné Will in all Cafes; feeing not only 
God has the fame Authority over us, with thofe that 
were before us ; but we have been blefled with fuch 
peculiar Bleffings, as the World had before, in Hope 
and Profpe& only; and the Promifes whereof were ne= 
ver actually compleated, till our Saviour’s Incarnation. 
Which makes our Ingratitude and Diffatisfaction the 
more abominable, and calls upon us therefore the more 
readily to fubmit to the Diviné Will in all Cafes ; 
_whatfoever Portion of fufferings may be allotted us. 
Timoth. ‘There is another very weighty Reafon, why 
we fhould thus give up our felves tothe divine Difpofals 
and that is, becaufe of our own Démerits. For be our 
Affli@ions ever fo grievous, orour Wantsever fo pinch- 
ing, it muft be owned tothe Glory of God, that he is 
{till gracious to us, and has punifbed us lefs than our Iniqui- 
"ties have deferved. And this may well teach us Silence, 
left our Diffatisfa&tions for leffer Sufferings prevail, to 
the bringing down fome heavier Calamity upon us. This 
is a Cafe wherein every mouth muft be ftopped, and all the 
World become guilty, highly guilty before God, if his infi- 
nite Patience towards them, and the numerous undefer= 
ved Benefits he loads them with, do not outweigh thofe 
tighter Corrections they at any Time {mart under, 
* Palm 39. 9: | . 3 
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"There ig noné bat ifhe would férioufly examine fis owti 
Confcience, will immediately difcover fuch a Mafs of 
Wickednefs there, as muft inevitably convince him; 
that how hard {cever his Cafe be, he has yet abundant 
Caufe to admire and magnify, the infinite Clemency of 
Ged towards him, in not having far more feverely aven- 
ged himfelf upon fo guilty a Sinner. And it is intolera~ 
ble Ingratitude for him to complain, of the Lofs only of 
one Joint of a Finger, when he has deferved to lofe his 
Hand, or rather to be uneafy at the cutting off his Hair, 
when inftead thereof, he had juftly forfeited his Head. 
Eufeb. And if you enquire farther into the Reafon- 
ablenefs of thefe Complaints, you will foon fee the ill 
Management that isin them, amongftothers, efpecially 
upon thefe Two Accounts. Firft, becaufe a patient 
Compliance with the Divine Will, is the beft Way the 
Sufferer can take, to make himfelf eafy under Saffer~ 
ings, whether Sicknefs or of any other Kind. It is not 
neceflary to turn a Stoick,to experiment the Truth of this. 
A Man may foon find the Benefit of fuch a Deportment, 
in abating the Pungency of his Diftemper, though he has 
not brought himfelf to fach a fenfelefs degree of Affe- 
ion, *as to proclaim himfelf happy in Phalaris’s Bull. 
For a truly Chriftian Patience, fuch as Lipfius t defired 
dt, the Time of his Death, is the beft Remedy we have 
at Hand; which, though it will not remove our Suffer- 
ings, will however be very Ufeful, for taking off the 
Edge of them, and making them the more tolerable. 
Whilft on the other Hand, Impatience makes a great 
Addition to any Evil that befals us, by our Unfitnefs to. 
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* Sapiens, inquit Epicurus, femper beatus eft, 8 vel inclufus in Pha- 
hridis Tauro hanc vocem emittet; Suave eft, & nihil curo. | Ladiante® 
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gno Spiritu fubjecit, Domine Jefu, da mihi- Paticntiam Chriftianam, 
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bear it; “ou quia dura, fed quia molles patimur, not fo 
much from the Weight of the AffliGion, as from our 
own Weeknefs and Difability ro ftand under the Burden 
ofit. Such as are querulous anddifcontented, and up- 
onthe Fret, at every Misfortune they meet with, take 
the ready Way to make themfelves miferable; at leaft 
much more fo than they would otherwife have been, 
Whereas “tis eafy to obferve of thofe who are never dif- 
fatisfied, howfoever it pleafes God to difpofe of them, 
that if they cannot be faid to be truly happy in their 
worlt Condition, yet it cannot be denied that they are 
fo, in Comparifon of what thefe others would be in the 
like Circumftances. ‘This therefore is one unanfwerable 
Reafon, why every one fhould compofe himfelf, to bear 
his Afflictions to the beft Advantage, I mean with an 
unwearied Patience, and Refignation to God’s moft holy 
Will. ‘he other I intended to mention is, Secondly, 
becaufe we know not whether what we with removed, 
be a real Caufe of Grief or not, and whether it be not 
rather defign’d as a Kindnefs,and like to prove fo in the 
Event, as being introductive of fome greater Good, 
whether Temporal or Eternal, than the Sufferer would 
otherwife have attained to. We poor fhort-fighted 
Mortals are very apt to miftake our Friends for our 
Enemies, and to think our felves hardly dealt with, 
when the greateft Kindnefs is intended us, and hence 
inexcufably complain of the Ufage we meet with; and 
_ this not only in relation to one another, but to the De- 
terminations of the Divine Providence concerning us ; 
when a little Time convinces us, that our own Choice, 
if granted, would have left us ina far worfe Condition. 
Philog. That muft needs be, unlefs we are capable 
of forefeeing all the Events of God’s Difpenfation tos 
wards ys, and could penetrate into his Aim and Intent 
inthem. * His Ways are not as our Ways, nor his Thoughts 
as our Thoughts. For-as the Heavens are higher thauthe 
Earth ; fo are bis Ways higher than our Ways, an 
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Thoughts than our Thoughts. And for not attending to 
this, the J/raelites were defervedly to be chaftifed, as the 
Prophet Ezekiel threatened them; + Yet faith the. Houfe 
of If-ael, the Way of the Lordis not equal. O Houfe of If- 
‘yael, are not my Ways equal ? Are not your Ways unequal? 
Therefore I will judge you, O Houfe of Ifrael, every one.ac- 
cording to his Ways, faith the LordGod. And every one 
therefore ought to beware that he fret not at God's Di- 
{pofal of him, as he would not incur the like Rebuke, 
together with the heavy Punifhment, that may juftly be 
expected to follow upon it. 

‘Eufeb. As this way of cenfuring God’s Dealings 
with his Servants is impious, foI add that it is highly 
unreafonable, upon another Account. For this Cenfurer 
knows not, whether what he moft diflikes, will not 
prove a Bleffing to him in the End ; as neither on the 
other Hard, whether what he moft impatiently defires, 
if obtain’d, may not, in theEvent, become a fore Mif- 
fortune to him. It was || Rachel’s Complaint, that fhe 
muftdie of Grief and Difcontent,if fhe had no Children. 
And yet the Accomplifhment of her Defire in this Re- 
{pe& was the certain Occafion of her Death. Fortho’ 
fhe bare one * Son Fofeph with Safety, yet no fooner was 
fhe the Mother of Children by the Birth of ¢ Benjamin, 
but it coft her her Life. And on the contrary, who 
would ever have thought, that her Son || ‘fafeph’s Slavery 
and Imprifonment in Egypt, fhould have beenthe Means — 
of advancing him to the fecond Place in that Kingdom? 
Yer this it moft certainly was. Who would have imagi- 
ned that (a) Mofes fhould be taken up by Pharaoh's 
Daughter, and educated and owned by her asa Son, by 
having been expofed to the Wind and Waves in the — 
Nile? Or that (4) Bion fhould have an Eftate, by be- — 
ing fold into-Slavery ? Or (c) Themiftocles’s Exile, fhould 
have procured his'Advancement, in a foreign Court, 
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and given Occafion for that triumphant Profeffion of his, 
Q waides drarbwsSa av ef yn dzwasuzsa, O my Children, if 
we had never been ruined, we had been utterly undone. 

Theoph. It cannot be denied that Mankind are often- 
times egregioufly miftaken in their Conceptions, in re- 
lation to the Diftributions of Providence, and their 
impatient, either Defires, or Averfations make them 
choofe very difadvantageoufly, too often deftructively, 
to themfelves. As might be confirmed by many Inftan- 
ces, befides thofe now produced by Eufebims, had not 
thefe been fufficient of themfelves. However, poffibly 
jt may not be amifs to illuftrate this by-an ingenious 
Apologue ; Metaphors and Parables many times maz 
king a more lafting Impreffion upon the Mind, than the 

‘gloieft and moit demonftrative Arguments. 
' Philog. I dare anfwer for all the Company, that what 
you propofe will be very acceptable and obliging to 
them. And let me therefore beg that you will pleafe 
to proceed. _ 

Anchith. Pray do. And I willgiveadue Attention 
to it; as I have done to all that Ev/ebius, or any of you, 
has faid upon this Sybject. etek gl | 

Theoph. There is a notable Story, in the Writings of 
a late learned and reverend Doétor of our Church, that 
{trikes my Fancy in an unufual Manner; and I hope 
therefore it will not be difagreeable to any of you. 

Philg. Pray let us have it. You do not know what 
Impreflion it may make upon Auzhithanes, or how much 
you may oblige any otherofusby it. © 
" Theoph. 1 will give you the belt Account of it I can at 
this time. So many Years have paffed fince I read it, 
that I will not pretend to be exact in my Rehearfal of it ; 
but I am pretty confident I fhall not forget any thing 
material in it, however I may poffibly wrong it in the 
manner of telling. ‘The Story, in fhort, is this: mA 
© certain Eremite, not well fatisfied with the Admini- 
f ftration of this World and its Affairs, and the divers 
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_ © Occurrences of divine Providence in relation to it, re= 
* folved in this Diforder of Mind to quit his Cell, and 
travel abroad to view the Courfe of Things, and 
make what Obfervations he could, whereby ‘to form 
a Judgment of what had thus difturbed him. But he 
had not gone far, not above half a Day’s Journey, 
if Iremember aright, before he was overtaken by a 
young Stranger, who came up to him, and joined 
Company with him, who quickly infinuated himfelf 
fo far into the Eremite’s Affection, that he thought 
himfelf very happy in having fo foon met with fo fui- 
table a Companion. And as their Journey lay the 
fame Way, they agreed together to eat and lodge al- 
ways at one Houle, whereloever they came. Some 
few Days they had travelled, before the Eremite took 
Notice of any thing that occurred worthy of his Ob- 
fervation. But at length he could not but be con~ 
cern’d to fee, that at a Houfe, where they were very 
kindly and generoufly entertain’d, his Fellow-Tra- . 
veller, with whom, in this time, he had contraéted 
an intimate and endearing Friendfhip, at his Depar- 
ture ftole a gilt Cup, and took it away with him. 
This was Matter of no {mall Aftonifhment to the poor 
Evemite, that his Friend whom he {fo highly efteemed, 
and whom he thought a truly fincere Chriftian, fhould 
prove guilty of fuch apparent Theft, and inexcufable 
Ingratitude, to one who had been fo highly civil to 
them, and to whom therefore they had particular 
Obligations. And he was refolved to fee farther 
what his Behaviour would be in other Places, be- 
fore he enquired any thing concerning it. Where- 
fore on they went as before, till at Night, they met 
with a Houfe of as ill Accommodations as the for- 
mer was of good ; where the Owner being a Man 
of a morofe inhofpitable Temper, refus’d to admit 
them within Doors, though the Rain, and other hard 
Weather, made fuch a Reception very defirable, So 
* that they were forced to fpend that Night in the 
- open Court, in Hardship and great Uneatinefs, and 
, . Dok 
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* not without fome Hazard of their Health. Yet fuch 
was the different Carriage of this young Traveller, 
towards this unmerciful furly Man,that in the Morn- 
ing, he rewarded all his Inhumanity, with this gile 
Cup, which he thruft into one of the Windows, and 
there left it. This, you may eafily fuppofe, was a 
Sight no lefs furprizing to the Evemite, than the for- 
mer; and he could not poffibly fathom the Myftery 
of fo unequal a Precedure. However, he ftili took 
no Notice of it to his Companion, though he could 
not forbear ruminating upon it, in his Thoughts, 
The next Night they were treated with the like Ci- 
vility and Kindnefs, as at the Houfe from whence 
the Cup was taken; but the Return made for all 
their good Entertainment, was far worfe than the 
former, and more aftonifhing. For at their leaving 
the Place, the Eremite faw his Companion private- 
ly ftrangle a little Child, as it lay in the cradle, the 
only Child of the Family, and of which, both Fa- 
ther and Mother were exceedingly fond, and in whom, 
all their temporal Happinefs feem’d to be wrap’d up. 
However, he prevail’d with himfelf to hold on ano- 
ther Day ; and at Night they came toa Houfe of the 
beft Entertainment they had met with yet. Where 
the Mafter of the Houfe, not only received them 
with the higheft Civility, and’ accommodated them 
with whatever might either fupport or divert them, 
during their fhort ftay there; but in the Morning, 
becauie the Way they were to go, was fomewhat in- 
tricate, prevailed with them to accept of a Guide, 
a Servant, whom he had found very faithful and dis 
ligent, and whom he therefore loved and valued 
_as if he had been his own Child, ‘Thus they toold 
* their Journey for a while; till coming to a Bridge, 
f that croffed a deep and rapid Stream, the young 
* Traveller, of a fudden, laid violent Hands upon the 
* Servant, and threw him over into the Water, and 
* drowned him. Upon this the Eremite could contain 
s ho longer, but pafionately charged the other af 
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© his barbarous Requitals, for the Favours they had — 
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‘received by the Way, and the Injuftice and Murder 


he had been guilty of, refolving to-Keep no more 
Company, nor ever have any thing to do with the 
Author of fuch abominable Wickednefs ; choofing 
much rather to confine himfelf again to his Ceil, and 
forbear the Converfation of Mankind, than fee fuch 
heinous Crimes committed, without any Remorfe, as 
if they were never to be accounted for, But now, 
behold as ftrange a Sight of another kind ! The 
young Man, {miling at the honeft Zeal of the good 
devout Evemite, and putting off his mortal Difguife, 
appeared to him in the Form and Luftre of an An- 
gel of God; telling him, that he was fent to eafe 
his Mind of the Perplexity and Doubts he had fo 
long labour’d under, as to the Divine Providence. 
In which, faid he, nothing can occur more aftonifh- 
ing or unaccountable, than in what you have now 
feen, and foare uneafy at. With this the good Man 
took Courage, and refolved not to part with his 
Companion, till he fhould have learned the Meaning 
of what paffed fo much to his Difturbance. And the 
other immediately promifed to demonftrate to him, 
that in Reality nothing could be more juft and equi- 
table than all this, which, for want of a right Un- 
derftanding, had been fo great, and almoft infupe- 
rable an Offence to him. For, faid he, As to the 
firft Man from whom the gilded Cup was ta- 
ken, he had the beft Compenfation made him for 
all his Kindneffes, the Cup having been an un- 
happy Occafion of great Mifchief to him whilft he 
had it. He isa Perfon of divers excellent Quali- 
fications, and exceedingly beloved amongft his 
Neighbours, who are continually partaking of his 
Bounty and Friendfhip. But he has one Failing 
that tarnifhes all his good Deeds, and that is, an, 
Inclination to Company and Drinking, more than, 
becomes him, and elpecially, whenever this Cup 1S 
brought forth ; Sq that the beft Office Icould dohim, 
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* was effeually to remove this Temptation out of the 
Way, that by this Means he may be brought to a 
better Government of himfelf; which is the great- 
eft Happinefs that can befal him in this World, and 
moft highly Beneficial in order to another. For chis 
Reafon, I tcok Care to eafe this our worthy Friend 
of what had been fo unfortunate a Snare to him. 
And J left it with the other rough, morofe, inhof- 
pitable Man, asa Means of his Deftrution, and fo 
a juft Reward of all his Inhumanity, that by it he 
may fall into Intemperance, Difeafes, and Death it 
felf; there being that Enchantment in this Cup, that 
whofoever hath it, will be in danger of being thus 
bewitched by it. But perhaps, you are at a ftand to 
think of the little innocent Babe, fo unexpeéedly 
{trangled in the Cradle, and at a Place too, where 
we had been fo civilly entertained. Know then, that 
this was done in great Mercy to the Parents, and no 
real Hurt to the Child, who is now with Ged in 
Blifs and Happinefs. ‘This Gentleman and his Wife 
had hitherto lived in great Reputation for their Piety, 
Juftice, Sobriety, and other Chriftian Virtues. But 
above all, their Charity was moft confpicuoufly emi- 
nent, divers of their infirm and indigent Neigh- 
bours owing their Subfiftence, next under God, to 
their Beneficence. But fince the Birth of this Child, 
their Minds have by degrees degenerated and funk 
into a Love of this World; and, inftead of provi- 
ding for the Poor and Helplefs, as formerly, their 
Thoughts have been employed how to enrich them- 
felves, and leave a plentiful Fortune to this Infant 
and its Pofterity. Hence it was, that I took away 
this momentary Life from the Body of the Child, 
that the Souls of the Parents might live for ever. 
And I appeal to your felf, whether, all Things cone | 
fider’d, this was not an immenfe Kindnefs, and an 
A& of the trueft Friendfhip to them ? But ftill, there 
remains one thing more to be accounted for, this 
Jaft Fact, againft which you have declar’d fuch a 
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€ violent Deteftation. And as bad a Notion as you 
€ have of it, this, letme tell you, was the moft faith- 
ful Inftance of Gratitude I could pay, to one who had 
ufed us with the utmoft Humanity and Kindnefs. For 
this Servant, whom his Mafter fo highly valued, was 
a very Rogue, and was in a Confpiracy to have this 
very Night let in a Company of Thieves, to rob and 
kilfhis Mafter, and perhaps his whole Family. Which 
© having faid, he immediately vanifhed,leaving the good 
€ Man to meditate with himfelf upon what had pafied, 
§ and the Reafons given for it. Who hereupon tranf{- 
© ported with Joy and Amazement, lifted up his Hands 
© and Eyes to Heaven, and gave Glory to God, who 
€ had thus unexpeétedly deliver’d him from any farther 
© Anxiety touching the Ways of his Providence. And, 
being now fully fatisfied as to the Wifdom of all 
© God?s Dealings with us, and thofe unfeen Reafons of 
€ them, which fo far furpafs the Bounds of our finite 
© {hallow Underftandings, he returned with Chearful- 
€ nefs to his forfaken Cell, and {pent the Refidue of 
his Days there, in Piety and Peace. | 
Philg. It is an excellent Story indeed, Theophilus, and 
{fo much to the Purpofe, that nothing could be more. 
Eufeb. This fhews beyond all Contradiction how 
fhort-fighted we poor Mortals are, and how unable to 
judge of the Aim and Intent of the Divine Difpenfati- 
ons towards either our felves or others. We are apt to 
think our felves very wife; but, alas! fhould God fee fit 
to leave us buta very little Time, to our own Manage- 
ment and Choice, we fhould quickly fee caufe to bewail 
our Folly, and beg, and pray, and entreat of him, totake 
the Care of us againinto his Hand. We think our felves, 
with Phaeton, able to govern the Chariot of the Sun, 
but if entrufted with it, fhould find the Effe& of our 
Prefumption, a$ he did of his, to be only Ruin and De- 
ftruction. As alfo on the other Hand, when we think 
our felves in the moft forlorn Circumftances, we yet 
know not what Bleflings are referved for us, and how 
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even thefe our Calamities may be made a Step and In-. 
troduction to them. 

- Auchith. You fay very true, Eufebius: And Theophilus’s. 
Story has fo clearly illuftrated the Matter, that I moft. 
heartily return him my Thanks for it. 

Theoph. | amvery glad to hear this from you, becaufe 
I was afraid I had quite tired you with it ; efpecially 
fince coming at the latter end of the Day, when you. 
might be prefumed defirous to be left to your felf. But. 
now it is Time for us to retire, and with you a good 
Night’s Reft, and that you may find no Inconvenience 
by the long Difturbance we have given you. 

Anchith. Pray, good Theophilus, let me intreat you. 
by no Means tothink that a Diflurbance tome, which I 
aaah acknowledge to havebeen a Favour and a Kinde: 
ne{s. 
Eufeb. I hope you will pardon us, if we have made 
too bold with yon, confidering your prefent Indifpofiti- 
on, fince you know we could have no other Defign init 
but to ferve you. “ay 3 

Anchith, Indeed, Gentlemen, I cannot think of 
parting with you yet. lam very fenfible of the Kindnefs 
of this charitable Vifit, and own my felf to be highly, 
obliged to you for it. And I muft confefs, I find my felf 
refrefh'd and enliven’d toa great Degree,by your ufeful 
and inftructive Difcourfe, ever fince you came, and your: 
feafonable Application, of fo many Paflages of Scripture 
to my Circumftances ; for which I heartily thank you 
all. Yet this I muft add, that 1am much afraid left the, 
Application belong not to me. For I dare by no Means 
compare my felfto thofe famous Worthies you have 
been mentioning, Fufeph, David, and Fob. Thefe were 
iiluftrious Servants of God, and eminently Religious 
in their Generations ; whereas my Confcience tells me, 
that I beinga poor, wretched, guilty Sinner, who from 
Time to Time have highly offended my good and graci= 
ous God, can have no ‘Title to thofe Promifes which 
Were made to fuch as thefe, nor any juft Ground to ex- 
pect the like favourable Ufage with them. one 

noly 


110 OF Patience under Sicknefs, 

holy Men were afflicted out of pure Kindnefs and Mer- 
cy, for the Vindication of their Faith and Conftancy, 
and that they might appear noble Examples of an un- 
wearied Fidelity to thofe that fhould come after them. 
But alas! what am I, poor Creature, that the Lord, 
whom I have fo provok’d,fhould have any regard for me? 
This uncomfortable Reflection damps my Joy, and robs 
me of that ineftimable Satisfaction, I muft needs other- 
wife have found, in what you have fo pertinently fug- 
gefted. Not that 1 do now doubt in the leaft, of God’s 
Goodnefs to his faithful Servants, but only that I fee too 
much Caufe to diftruft my own Qualification for his Fa- 
yout. ‘The beft of my Performances have been fo lame 
and imperfect, and the whole Courfe of my Life has 
been fo defil’d, with blacker, and too too oft with 
wilful and known Sins, that I have too much Reafon to 
fufped,this Sicknefs tobe laid upon me asa Punifhment 
for fuch my Guilt. And I cannot perceive why you 
fhould not alfo be of the fame Opinion. 

Eufeb. Admit.it; Yet you have no Reafon to con= 
clude it fent only for this End. 

Philog. It is not above a Fortnight or Three Weeks, 
fince I heard our Dogor preaching upon thefe Words, 
Rom. 4.7. Bleffed ave they whofe Iniquities are forgiven, and 
whofe Sins are cover’'d. And what he faid made fuch an 
Impreffion upon me, that I could not forget it, and! 
hope I never fhall. His Difcourfe was, as you may ealily 
fuppofe, concerning Remiffion of Sins. And fhewed 
us, Firft, ‘That it is God alone who forgives Sins; he 
can and does forgive them, when he fees juft Occafion for 
it, and he alone can do it. Secondly, That Chrift is the 
only meritorious Caufe of this Forgivenefs ; and it is 
purely through his Mediation that we can hope to obtain 
it. Thirdly, That however fuch a Faith in him, as pro- 
duces a true and unfeigned Repentance on our Part, is 
yequir'd as an abfolute indifpenfible Condition of this 
Forgivenefs. And here he made thefe Two. farther : 
Obiervations: Fir/t, That without Repentance there 1S 
mo hope of Pardon, even though a Man had not fallen 
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into grofs and fcandalous Sins, but only gone on in the 
heedlefs Negle& of his Duty, * like the foolifh Virgins, 
in our Saviour’s Parable, ¢ or the unprofitable Servant 
who hid his Mafter’s Talent in a Napkin. And then, 
Secondly, ‘That though a Man had been a great Sinner, 
yet upon a true Repentance he might promife himfelf 
Forgivenefs. ‘Though he had been guilty of grofs and 
enormous Crimes, (Such as we can none of us conceive 
Anchithanes to have ever been guilty of 3) yet upon his 
forfaking them, his Sight of, and Sorrow for them,and 
a Care to walk more uprightly for the future; together 
with a ferious and fteady Dependence upon God’s Mer- 
cy, through the Merits and Interceffion of our bleffed 
Redeemer, God will be reconciled to him, and will own 
him for his faithful Difciple and Servant. And at laft 
he concluded with thefe comfortable Words, worthy to 
be written in Letters of Gold, and fet up in all Places, 
that every one may have them continually in his Eye, 
and which particularly fuit Anchithaues’s Cafe, that 
HEAVEN GATES ARE NOT SHUT AGAINST 
THOSE THAT FALL INTO SIN, BUT AGAINST. 
THOSE THAT LIVE IN IT. 

Eujfcb. Excellently fpoken by the Door, and now 
as pertinently remember’d by Philogeiton. 
heoph. ‘There is nothing more plain, in the whole 
Word of God, than that Repentance and Forgivenefs 
of Sins, are infeparable Companions, and he that has 
the one as he ought, fall be fure not to mifs of the 
other. To this Purpofe fpeaks God himfelf by the 
Prophet J/aiah, (a) Wafb ye, make ye clean, put away the 
Evil of your Doings from before mine Eyes. Ceafe to do 
Evil, learn to do well, feek Gudgment, relieve the Oppreffed, 
judge the Fatherlefs, plead for the Widow, And then, as 
the happy Effeét of fuch a Change, he adds, (b) Come now. 
and let us reafon together, faith the Lord : Though your Sins 
be as fearlet, they foal be white as Snow; tho’ they be red 
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like crimfon, they {ball be as Wool. If ye be willing aad 
obedient, ye {hall eat the Good of the Land. And again, 
(c) Let the Wicked forfake hu Way, and the Unvighteous Man 
bis Thoughts, and let him return unto the Lord, and he will 
have Mercy upon him, and to our God, for he will abundantly 
pardon. And by the Prophet Ezekiel, (d) When the witked 
Man turneth away from his Wickednefs that he hath commit- 
ted, and doth that which is lawful and right, he fhall fave his 
Soul alive. Becaufe he confidereth, and turneth away from all 
his Tranfgreffions that he hath committed, he fhall furely live, 
he fhall not die. And again to the fame Purpofe, (e) 
When I fay to the Wicked, Thou foalt furely die; If he turn 
from his Sin, and do that which is lawful and right ; if the 
Wicked veftore the Pledge, give again that he had robbed, 
walk in the Statutes of Life without committing Iniquity: He 
foal furely live, he {hall not die. None of bis Sins that he 
hath committed fhall be mention’d unto him: He hath done 
that which is lawful and right ; he fhall furely live. And in 
the New Teftament, (f) Repent ye, fays St. Peter, and be 
converted, that your Sins may be blottedout. And at another 
time, {peaking of our blefled Saviour, (g) Him, faith the 
Apoftle, hath Godexalted with his right Hand, to be a Prince 
and a Saviour, for to give Repentance to Sfrael, and Forgive- 
nefs of Sins. And to omit divers other Places. (h) There 
is Foy in Heaven, fays our Saviour, over one Sinner that 
repenteth, more than over Ninety and nine juft Perfons that 
need no Repentance. 

Eufeb. There is nothing more evident, than that 
Pardon and Salvation are promis’d in the Gofpel, 
fometimes to Faith, and fometimes to Repentance 5 
both which therefore feem to me, to be frequently 
ufed Metonymically, and fo in the Scripture-Lan~ 
guage, to mean oftentimes the fame Thing. Fora 
true Faith is fuch a Belief in Chrift, and Dependence | 
upon him for Salvation, as produces a fincere and un 
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feigned Repentance. And a faving Repentance is 
Tuch as proceeds from a Belief in Chrift, and is accom- 
panied with a Hope of Salvation through him alone. 
Such a Faith therefore, or fuch a Repentance, call it’ 
whether you will, is recommended to us by our Sa- 
viour and his Apoftles, as a moft neceflary Qualifica- 
tion for Mercy and Pardon here, and eternal Felici- 
ty hereafter. 

_ Theoph. Wherefore, dear Anchithanes, it is Matter of 
your ferious Confideration, whether the Sen{e of your 
own Unworthinefs in the Eyes of God, be not an Argu- 
ment of a Penitent Heart, a meck and quiet, an humble 
and refigned Spirit, (a) which is iz the Sight of God of great 
Price. It is true, no Man is pure and undefil’d before 
God, there being (6) none Righteous in this Senfe, 0 mt 
one. (¢) Wi can fay, I have made my Heart clean, I am 
pure from my Sin? It is a melancholick RefleGtion for 
the belt of Men, that (d) in many Thi gs we offend all. (e) If 
we fay we have no Sin, we deceive our felves, and the Truth is 
not inus. (f) For all have finned, and come fhort of the Glory 
of God. So that (g) there is not a juft Man upon Earth, 
who doth Good and finneth not. (h) By cne Man Sin enter’d 
into the World,and Death by Siz; and fo Death paffed upcie 
all Men, for that all have finned. We are all of us at 
beft (i) but unprofitable Servants; and fhould have tilt 
been fo, tho’ we had been able to perform all that is 
_ commandedus ; for {0 we had done but what was our Duty to- 
do. _ But I would to God this were the true State of the 
Cafe, that we had done no more than was incumbent 
upon us, as neceflary Duty. It is fad to think on the. 
contrary ; we are fo far from having done this, that none 
of us but has Multitudes of Sins of Commiffion to be 
accounted for, for which, (&) if God will contend with us, 
not one of us can aufwer him, or excufe himfelf for One of 
4 Thoufand: Tt was the peculiar Prerogative of our grear 
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High-Prieft, the everblefied 4efus to have been (D tempted 


Sn allPoints like as we are, and yet to have pafled his whole 
Life without Sin. (m) All Fle(h befides have corrupted their 
Way before God. (n) And if he foould be extream to mark 
what were done amifs, none could abide it ; (0) nor. foould 
any Man living be juftified in his Sight. Confider with your 
felf the Weaknefs and Infirmity of humane Nature, and 
how prone all are to go aftray from their Duty, and you 
will prefently fee Reafon enough for that Expoftulation 
(p) of Bildad, How can Man, the beft and moft upright 
of Men, confider’d in himfelf, without the Mediation 
of a Saviour, how can he be juftified with God ? Or. how, 
can he be clean that is born of a Woman? Behold even to the 
Mocn, and it fhineth wot; yea, the Stars are not pure in his. 
Sight ; having no Brightnefs or Luftre in his Prefence. 
How much le{s Man that is a Worm, and the Son of Man 
that is alWorm. We have all abundant Reafon to pray 
with the humble Publican, (¢) Lord, be merciful to me a 
Sinner; and in the Words our bleffed Lord has put 
into our Mouths, to fupplicate and befeech Almighty 
God, of his infinite Mercy to (r) forgive us our Trefpaffes 
as we forgive them that trefpafs againft us. Siskin 

Eufeb. Vf you look back to thofe very Worthies 
T took Occafion to mention to you, how oft does David, 


the Man after God’s own Heart, confefs himfelf a grie-. 


yous Sinner? How does he flee to God, and humble 
himfelf at his Footftool, and fue, and beg, .entreat 
and pray, for the Forgivenefs of his manitold Iniqui- 
ties > How does he difclaim all Confidence in himfelf,and 


betake himfelf only to the Mercy-and Goodnefs of God,, 


for Acceptance with him? ‘To inflance in Particulars 


to this Purpofe, would be to repeat a great Part of his. 


Book of Pfalms, which are full of Expreffions of,.this 
Nature, from one End to the other. But thefe being 
not only in every one’s Hand, as the reft of the Bible, 
but being order’d by our Church to be read over every 
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Month, in its publick Service, I will not fufpéd any one 
here, fo little acquainted with this feraphick Part of 
the holy Scripture, as to need being put in Mind, 
of what is fo plainly ‘and fully ‘contain’d in it. And 
ob, on whom God had beftow’d fo glorious a Chara- 
Ger, in the Two fir Chapters of his Hiftory, yet 
durft not’pretend to infift'upon his own Innocence, but 
only upon the Clemency of God, for fafety. * [ff 
juptify my felf, Lays he, ‘my own Mouth fhall condemn mex 
if I fay I am pie FS it fball prove me perverfe. Anda 
little after, ¢ L am afraid of all my Sorrows, Ikuow that 
thou wilt not hold me Innocent. If [be wicked, why then la- 
bour I in vain? If Iwafh my felf in Snow-V7ater, and 
make my Hands never fo clean; yet foale thou purge me 
inthe Ditch, and my own Clothes fhall abhor me. Where= 
fore, good Auhithanes, take Heart, and do not defpond 
by reafon of your paft Tran{fegreffions.Let notSatan tempt 
you to defpair, as if there were no Mercy for you, and 
you had no longer any Right to God’s Promifes ; but 
feek rather to make out your Title to them,by humbling 
yout felf in his Prefence, with unfeigned Purpofes and 
efolutions of a better Obedience for the future, fo 
far as ever you fall be able. Confefs and bewail your 
Wickednefs, and pray for Pardon and Forgiveneis,' 
through the prevailing Merits, of our moft compaffio~ 
mate and all-powerful Redeemer. And aflure your 
felf, fuch your petitions (ball not return unto you void, but 
(hal accomplifh your ‘Delires, and. profper in the Thing 
awhereto you fend them. || For the Lord is gracious and 
merciful, ‘long-fuffering, and of great Goodnefs.. The Lord 
#s Joving unto every Man, and his Mercy is over all kis 
Works. (a) The Lord is full of Compajfion and Mercy, 
Long Suffering, and of great Goodnefs: He will uot always 
be chiding, neither keepeth his Anger for ever. His mer 
ciful Goodnefs endureth for ever and ever, upon them that 
fear him: . And his ‘Righteoufnefs upon Childrens Childrens 
* Job 9, 20. + Ch, 9. 29, 30 3%. I Pl. 145. 8, 90 
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* Ob trvft in the Lord, for with the. Lord is Mercy, aud 
aith him is plenteous Redemption ; and he fhall redeem Hrae} 
from all bis Sins. | 

Auchith, Oh my Heart, my Bowels, and all within 
nie! What a dreadful Pain didI juft now feel? God 
be merciful to me. | 

Eufeb. Be of good Comfort ; and-truft in God, that 
he will turn all to the beft. Yet hence you may ob- 
ferve, what frail feeble Creatures Men are, and how 
{mall a Matter ferves, to difcompofe the Frame of our 
mortal Nature, and put all out of Order. 

Auchith. 1 find it fo by fad Experience. But I thank 
God, I am now pretty well at Eafe again, and if I fhould 
not be over troublefome, would beg of fome good Friend 
amongft you, to fatisfie me, that if God punifh me in 
this World for my Sins, this is not a more probable To- 
ken of his Anger, than of his Favourto me. 

Theoph. This is too hafty a Conclufion, with which 
you fo torment your felf, as I fhall fhew it to be in due 
Sime. But firft, give me Leave to ask you a previous 
neceflary Rehny 

Aunchith. Ask what you pleafe, and I will be fure to 
anfwer you in the Sincerity of my Heart. 

Theoph. What Judgment does your Parifh-Prieft make 
of your Repentance, and the State of your Soul? He 
fhhould be much better able to fatisfe,you inthis Point, 
than any of us; both as he is better skill’d in, Inqui= 
ries of this Nature, and as it is'to be pretum'd, you 
have throughly acquainted him, .with all your Doubts 
and Fears, and the Grounds and Reafons of them ; 
which you know we are Strangers to... What fays he 
tothis Point? © - > et . of bY 

Auchith. Nothing at all; for 1 haveinever asked his 
Opinion concerning it. Sind 

Theod. How! Never ask'd-his Opinion? You very 
much furprize me. I could not have thought it poi- - 
fible, that you could live fo near him, for fo long to~ 
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. gether, and have fuch Freedom and Intimacy with him 
in other Refpeéts, and neither well, nor fick, adyife 
with him about the great Concerns of Eternity. 
Anchith. | was afraid of bein gtootroublefome to him, 
Theoph. Let me ask, you then again.: Do you not re- 
member that Injunction of the Apoflle St James, * any 
Sik? Let him call for the Elders of the Church : Aad let them 
pray quer him, &c. or is it none of your Bufinefs to attend 
to his Directions? And tell me, I beleech you; Does 
this Fear keep you from troubling the Lawyer, when 
your Eftate 1s in Danger, or the Phyfician in Time of 
Sicknefs? Or is an Eternity of infinite, either Hap- 
pinefs or Mitery, of lefs concern to you, than. this 
fhort uncertain Life, ard its perifhing Enjoyments ? 
Befides, Tieodorus is a very good. Man, and takes Care 
of his Charge. And I know him fo well, that I dare 
anfwer for him, he would efleem ita Kindnefs rather 
than a Trouble, to give him an Opportunity of affift- 
ing you in the weighty Affairs of the other Life. I 
baye heard him complain of it as a great Difcou- 
ragement, that of all chis large Parith fo few have ever 
come to him for his Direction. He is not content with 
the diligent Difcharge of his Office in Publick, but 
would heartily rejoice in having an Opportunity of 
converfing in private with any of his Parifhioners, 
that would lay their Cafe before him ; and would be 
fure to give them the beft Refolutions he fhould be a- 
ble, of all their Doubts, and the fitteft Inftrnétions for 
the Management of their Lives here, and the Prepa- 
ration they are to make for another hereafter. Nor 
can any one take a more effectual Courfe, for promo-. 
ting his own eternal Salvation, than by thus difelo- 
fing his Weakneffes and Faults, Difficulties and Dan- 
gers, in order to a Cure, when in his greateft Health 
and Vigour. But when Sicknefs comes, and Death 
threatens a Man, he is in a peculiar Manner engaged 
to feek foy al] the Affiflance thar can be had; and to 
this End to acquaint his fpiritual Phyfician with the 
CO Maks 50g, A Sasyisi dick yr test asmitods 
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Maladies of his Soul, after the fame Manner, as hé 
sould the Doetor or Surgeon, withthe Difeafes or Sores 
of his Body ; that fowhenfoever Death fhall feize him, 
he may by no Means be unprovided for it. For this 
Reafon it is, that our Church directs, when any Per- 


foi is fick, Notice foall be given to'the Minifter of the Pa- 


vifb, to the End’‘he may come and vifit him ; and very 
juftly, this being a Seafon wherein his Help is more 
efpecially requir’d, upon account of the near Re- 
lation that is betwixt Sicknefs and Death; becaufe 
there is then a more efpecial need of his Prayers ; and 
becaufe, moreover, the fick Perfon is ordinarily more 
atientive to the Advice given him for the good of his 
Soul, than thofe who feem at a greater Diftance from 
their latter End; whofe thoughts are taken up with 
thofe ordinary temporal Affairs, wherein Men are gene- 
rally too deeply immerfed. | ty 

Anchith. Yown my Fault, and will take Care to a- 


‘mend it. It is now about his Time of Prayer; but if 


God fpare my Life till the Afternoon, I will beg the 

Favour of a Vifit from him, and will freely unbofom 

my felf to him, and I hope I fhall not repent of it. 
Eufeb, Take my Word for it, you will not. 


Philog, Youhad bet fend immediately, before he go | 


to Church, to beg his Prayers for you there, and thole 
of the Congregation ; and then let him know, that you 
would ehtreat him to fee you in the Afternoon, as foon 
as with Convenience he can. 

Ancbith. 'Then-T mu give you the ‘Trouble of cally 
ing my Servant, and fending him. | 

Philog: I will'do it without Delay. a 

Theoph. You mukt refolve before-hand, to deal plain- 
ly and fincerely with him, and conceal nothing that 
lies upon your Confcience, or wherein you want his 
Dire&ion, but to give hima true State of your Cafe. 


“And then it will be his Care, to tell you how far you 


are Right, and where you have miftaken your Way 5 
whether you are found in the Faith, regular in your 
Deportment, hearty andiervent in your Devotions, 

sibalelet aD 


and other Afflictions. «Ig 
4nd how you may beft rectify whatfoever is amifs in any 
of thefe Refpe&ts. He will examine into your Difpofition 
for leaving this World, and your Title to bea better, 
that fo you may be able to make a Judgment, how it is 
like to fare with your immortal Soul ;. will pray with you 
for the Pardon of your Sins, through our Saviour’s Me- 
diation, and for the Affiftance of the holy Spirit, duly 
to qualify you for whatfoever fhall be determined for 
‘you; and at laft, if he fee juft Grounds for it, will 
according to the Authority committed to him by his 
Lord and Mafter, and in Obedience to the Church’s 
Command, upon your humble and hearty Requeft, pronounce 
to you the comfortable words of Abfolution ; that fo, 
if it fhall pleafe God to take our good Friend from 
amonglt us, you may depart in peace, with a quiet Con- 
{cience, and a fure Title to a farbetter Eftate in the 
Manfions. of Blifs and Glory; * that when your earthly 
Houfe of this Tabernacle fhall be diffolued, you may have a 
Building of God,. an Houfe not made with Hands, eternal in 
the Heavens, | 
Anchith. 1 am heartily afhamed_and grieved, that I 
never confider’d this before. Iam fenfible ithas been a 
preat neglect, that I have not made better Advantage of 
io ufeful a Guide, fo faithful a Minifter of God’s Word, 
and fo effectual a Help in the important Cohcerns of my 
Soul. And ifit pleafe God to prolong my Days, I will 
take efpecial Care to avoid the like Folly for the future, 
At prefent I will wait with Patience for his coming,when 
he fhhall be at Liberty. bt kon 
~ Theoph. Lhope you will pardon the Freedom I have 
taken with you,and J thank you for fo readily hearkening 
to my. Adyice ; and Iam fatisfied you will foon be fen- 
fible of the Benefit of it. In the mean Time I fhould 
proceed to confider the Doubt you but now ftarted, chat 
the Punifhment God lays upon youin this World, isa 
more probable Token of his’ Anger, than of his Fayour 
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towards you ; but that I find we have tired you too 
much already, and it is therefore high’Time that we now 
take Leave of you. 

Eufeb, Let us therefore withdraw ; I am fure it muft 
be proper for Anchithanes that we do. 

Anchith. Icannot deny but my Spirits are low, and 
I am no Company for you. But yet, Gentlemen, I can- 
not part with you, unlefs you will be fo kind as to ap- 
point another Meeting here in a few Days, that if it 
pleafe God to fpare my Life till then, I may partake of 
fome other of your comfortable and ufeful Obfervati- 
ons; and particularly as to the Doubt now mention'd 
concerning God’s Hand upon meat prefent. Jam not 
able to exprefs my Gratitude for the Benefit of this 
kind Vifit. And it will be a confiderable Alleviation of 
my Pains, if I may but promife my felf fome other 
Dofes of the fame reviving Cordial. 

Eufeb. Since the Difcourfe you have heard-has met 
with fo favourable a Reception, J fhall be ready at any 
‘Time to give my Attendance, and do you the beft Ser- 
vice I fhall be able. 

| Theoph. And I mok willingly. 

Philog. lamfure I fhall be as defirous of another fuch 
Interview, and fome farther like Converfation, as you 
can poffibly be; and therefore fhall by no Means ablent 
my felf, if Ihave Life and Health, and be not inevita- 
bly prevented. oo" 

Anchith. Y moft heartily thank you all. But when 
may I hope for this Favour ? : Af 

Theoph. It fhall not be long before you are troubled 
again with ourCompany. And we will fettle the ‘Time 
amongft our felves. Se 

Anchith. Jam much oblig’d to you all. And I hope 
you will not fail of being as good as your Words, and 
in as little’Time as may be. | a 

Enfeb. You need not fear us. 

_ Aichith. I have had too much Experience of your 
Goodneis to queftion it. But my great Defire of ar 
| fs tae? |, w 
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of the fame Entertainment puts me upon thus preffing 
you to confirm your Promife, | 

Eufeb, Almighty God have you in his Prote@ion? 
that whether you grow better or worfe, live or die, you 
may beentitled to an Intereft in his Favour, ang the 
manifold Bleffings he has prepared for his Beloved. 

Philog. I am loth to leave my kind Neighbour. But I 
think it is now more than Time for you totry, if you 
can recover your Spirits, too much exhaufted by fo long 
a Vifit.  ° | 

Theoph. Dear Anchithanes, it is neceflary we fhould 
take Leave of you ;. but it will not be long eer we re- 
new your Trouble. Inthe mean time we fhall be fure 
to pray for you. And fo we commit you to the divine 
Protection. | | 


The End of the fecond VISIT. 


The Third VISIT. 
By Theophilus alone. 
The good Man's Settlement of his Temporal 


Concerns, 


Theophilus, M* dear Friend, we have appointed to 
: be with you three Days hence, but 
yet pafling not far from you, I could not have pardon’d: 
my jelf, if I had not come a little out of my Way to 
enquire after you. And I am heartily rejoiced to find 
you fo much better than we left you. | 
_ Auchithanes. You are very kind in thus concerning 
your felf for me. But pray how do you knaw I am 2 
tu, iy Re. . at oly muc 
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much better? You find me where you left me; and why 
do you think me amended ? 

Theoph. You look more chearfully, and feem eafier 
than you were. But the chief Caufe of my Congratula- 
tion is, that as I came, I had the good Fortune to 
meet with Theodorus, who gave me a good Account of 
you, and that he took you to be in a fair Way of Re- 
covery. For which you may be fure I could not but 
be very glad. 

— Auchith. It is like your felf to fhare in the Welfare 
or Affli@ion of your Friends; and I return you a thou 
fand Thanks for this and all your Favours. 

» Iheoph. Twas heartily glad too, to find that Theodo- 
yus had been with you. 

Anchith. He is very kind indeed. He has been here 
Three Times in thefe Two Days, fince I had the Hap- 
pinefs of your laft Vific; and has promis’d to fee me 
again in the Evening. 

Theoph. And are you fill of Opinion, that he thinks 
it'a Trouble to attend upon you, or is difpleafed that 
you fent to defire his Affiftance ? 

Anchith, His Readinefs to vifit me effectually, fhews 
the contrary, and makes me afhamed that I have had 
no better Thoughts of him. 
 Theoph. 1 hope you have been fo much your own 
Friend, as to deal freely and openly with him, and ac- 
quaint him with all your Doubts, together with the 
Reafons of them ; and in fhort, that you have impartial- 
ly laid before tim the whole State of your Soul, and 
taken his Judgment upon it. 0 - ne ot oe, 

\ Anchith. To tell you' the Truth, I had fome Diffi- 
culty in expofing my Shame before him; but by Degrees 
I brought my felf to it, and have dealt very frankly 
with him. /And I thank God that I did fo; for find 
my Mind mtich more at Eafe fince ; and I hope his pis 
ous A fliftanc e will be of everlafting Advantage to mé. _ 

“Theoph. *yre you at any Time afhamed to tell your 
Phyfician jhe ‘Nature of your Diltemper, in order to 2 
Cnree Ae | Anchithe 
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Aachith, 1 know no Reafon for that. Be 
Theoph. Is not the Cafe then the fame in relation to 
your fpiritual Phyfician, the Door of your Soul? And 
why fhould you not be as free with him? | 
Anchith. Becaufe my Sicknefs is the Effe& of my 
natural Conftitution, or perhaps, in fome Cafes, the 
Stroke of God’s immediate Hand upon me. of 
Theoph. Not always fo, but too often Sicknefs and 
Death it felf, are the Effects of Man’s own Vices and 
Folly. But Idoe not any Way fufpec this to be An~ 
chithanes’s Cafe, and therefore you may pleafe to pro+ 
ceed. y 
Anchith. Sicknefs, I fay, ordinarily fpeaking, is what 
we cannot avoid, and therefore may juftly be forry for 
it, but have ne Caufe to be afham’d of it. But my 
Sins are my own Faults, and fo caft a very ill RefleCtion 
upon me, and are a ftrong Temptation to ftudy how 
I may moft fecurely conceal them. And this made it fo 
hard for me to difcover them. I was afraid, left.¥ 
fhould lofe Theodorus’s good Opinion of me for ever 5 
and if he fhould ever {peak of them to others, as we 
are generaliy too apt todo, I fhould not know how to 
fhew my Face abroad, if it fhould pleafe God to re- 
{tore me to my former Health, as I begin nowtohope 
he may. | 
Theoph, O Sir, you feem a great Stranger to this 
fort of penitential Proceedings. ‘The Prieft is ftrialy 
oblig'd not to difcover what he is told in Confeffion, 
And he muft be a very ipconfiderate Man, and no way 
deferving his facred Chara&ter, who will do it. So that 
you need be in no Painupon that Account. For you 
may reft affured, that one of Theodorus’s Piety and 
Prucence, and diligent Care of his Parifh, will neverbe 
guilty of fo highly indifcreet and irregular an Action, 
as to divulge what is thus fecretly committed to him in 
Confeffion. ‘Though if it were to have been, I leave it 
to your felf to determine, whether it be not far more 
‘eligible, to be condemn’d for your Mifcarriages by Men 
at prefent, than by Almighty God atthelaft Day. vor 
; se t cn, 
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then as to T/vodorus’s own private Opinion and Efieem 
of you, neither need you fear lofing this, by any Free- 
dom of this Nature you may have taken, were your 
Sins much fouler and more aggravated than there is 
Reafon to fuppofe they are. For, if * there is Foy in 
Fleaven over a Sinner that repenteth, how fhould it enter 
into your Head to imagine there fhould not be Joy 
likewife upon the fame Account, amongft all the good 
Men that are let into the Secret of it? Had your Sins 
been ever fo heinous, abundantly more fo than I can 
poflibly expe of my Axchithanes, the good Man, upon 
the Notice of them, would prefently conclude this Dif- 
covery to proceed from a thorough Convition of the 
Evil and Danger of them, and a hearty Sorrow and 
Contrition for them, and fo would rather honour and 
love you for your Repentance, than flight or undervalue 
you for fuch former Mifcarriages. Which now he no 
longer looks upon as your’s, becaufe he knows you have 
renounced them, and fought to God for the Pardon of 
them, and refolved by his Grace and Affiftance watch- 
fully to refrain from them for the Remainder of your 
Life. abet 

‘Anckith, He has promis’d me, never to let what he 
has heard from me to be known to any one. And I 
hope he will be as good as his Word. PRE RE SS 

Theoph. My Life for your’s he will. And let me 
therefore prevail with you, never to give your felf the 
jeaft Pain in that refpect. Whatever you have acquainted 
him with, depend upon it, all is fafe as if it were yet 
conceal’d in yourown Breaft. But pray tell me, did he 
not take it very kindly that you fent to him ? 

An:hith. He thanked me over and over again, and 
told me he would not fail to be with me, asoften as the 
other Affairs of his Parifh would permit, till it fhall 
pleafe God either to reftore me to Health, or take me 
to himielf. °° 


* St, Luke ry. nip sig ) 
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— Lheoph. "Then you muft ownI was in the right, in 
advifing you to applyto him. 

Anchith, Ido fo. I freely and thankfully acknow- 
ledge it. 

Theoph. Believe me, he is one of thofe worthy 
Divines, thofe faithful Miniflers of God, who * 
take heed to themfelves, and to the Flock over which t 
Hily Ghoft hath made them Overfeers, to feed the Church 
of God, which he hath purchafed with his own Blood; and of 
whom a moft admirable Author,as well as an indefatiga- 
ble promoter of Chriftian Piety and Devotion, by his 
Exemplarinefs of Life in all RefpeGs, no lefs than by 
his excellent and ufeful Writings, teftifies, { thar, 
“ they would not only be content, but very much re- 
* joyce to aflift in all fpivitual Affairs, fach as fhail make 
“* Application on thefe Accounts ; and would take it fora 
“ great Comfort and Encouragement to their Labours, 
“if they could find their Parifhioners ready upon ail 
* Occafions, to confult them in the coucerus of their 
* Souls, either for the Inftruction of their Ignorance, or 
“ ‘the Refolution of their Doubts, for Direétion in order to 
*“ the avoiding or withftanding Tempraticus, for their 
“ Confolation under Tryals and Affiidtions, or for the belt 
“* Method of obtaining Pardon of their Sizs, and quieting 
& their Confciences. 

Auchith, Vhis is fo natural a Defcription of Theedo- 
vus, Lo far asI can judge, by what Converfation 1 have 
hitherto had with him, and the fingular Benefit and 
Comfort I have received by it, that it looks tome, as if 
that worthy Gentleman had had him particularly in his 
Fye, whilft he wrote this. 

Theoph. You ought not to imagine that; for there 
are many ferious and devout Gentleman of the Clergy, 
that are equally ready toexecute theirO fice at all Times, 
and upon all Occafions. However, you fee by thistime 
that the Minifters of God are of fome other Ufe, than 


_ * Acts 20.28. . + Mr, Nel/on’s Preface tothe Companion 
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purely to pray to God in the Church, and to preach to 
the People, and acquaint them with the Nature, and. 
perfwade, prefs and urge them to the confcientious Ob- 
fervance a their Duty, and to Adminifter the Sacra- 
ments in publick. Thefe are noble Offices, and mult be 
acknowledged well worthy ofa Divine Commiffion, in 
order to the good Succefs of them. But yet, thefe are 
not all the Purpofes, for which they are commiffion’d 
and empower’d, to a& in God's Name ; but there ares 

as I faid, many other good Ufes to be made of them. 
Anchith. Good Utes! Yes, admirable Ufes indeed. 
‘And fo I now find experimentally, to my no {mall Com- 
fort and Benefit. For which reafon I mightily condemn 
my felf, that I had not underftood it fooner. Had I made 
the fame Advantage of Theodorus’s Converfation former- 
ly, that I have done thefe two Days laft paft, I fhould 
have been far wifer and better, and quieter, and lefs 
difturbed in my Mind, and fitter for either this, or the 
cther Life, thanIhavebeen. Forhehas not only pray- 
ed effe@ually and fervently with me,and for me, but has 
examin’d, and advis’d me,from time to time,to examine 
my own Soul, and fee what Judgment Iam to pafs 
upon my felf, What Grounds Ihave fora deep Humili- 
ation and Repentance,and what for a fure Traft in God, 
through Chrift ; what Opinion I ought to have of this 
tranfitory Life,and it’s unfatisfactory and perifhing En- 
joyments, and what of the inconceivable Glories of the 
other; asalfo, what indifpenfable Obligations, I, and 
all Mankind are under, * to labour uot for the Meat that 
perifbes, but for that which endures to everlafting Life, 
more convincingly, than by all the Sermons, that if 
have ever heard him preach. | 
- Theoph. You fee therefore the advantage of pri- 
vate Converfation with fuch a Man. It is not to be fup- 
pos’d, his unpremeditated Difcourfe, fhould be really 
better than his ftudied Sermons, wherein he had well 
confider’d before-hand, what he wastofay. And that 
ae ee enaiintsternmeemmmmaeamee 


@ St, John 6, 27, °. 
46 


of his Temporal Conceras. - a i 
ft. proved more ufeful to you, might proceed in part 
from your prefent Circumftances, which might not ima 
probably make you more attentive to what he faid, and 
fo it might make a greater Impreffion upon you, than 
at other Times. But what I take to be the chief Caufe 
of the Benefit, you mention, from your Converfation 
with him, is, that you had the Convenience of pro< 
pounding your Doubts and Scruples to him, and begs 
ging of him, to explain himfelf in any Point, wherein 
you did not take him right at firlts: which is a Lia 
berty you could not have, when he {pake from the 
Pulpit. 

Auchith. Tt may be fo. But this Iam fare of, what 
he told me, feem’d clearer to me, and more affecting, 
than any ‘Thing I ever heard from him before. _ " 

Theoph: 1 take it for granted, you will not forget ta 
return your unfeigned Thanks to God, for fetting home 
what he faid, upon your Heart, tofo good an Advan- 
tage. | | | | 
| Vata By no means. I look upon it as a ereat 
Mercy of God, and defire to be truly thankful to him 
for it, and to blefs and magnify his holy Name, for. 
vouch{afing to take fuch Care of me. My Doubts, con 
cerning my future State, are now in fome Meafure fa 
tished, and I hope tohave them more fo, when he fhall 
bea little better at leifure for it. Healfo promis d to 
difcourfe me farther to morrow; and then to admini= 
{ter to me the holy Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper, ! 
whereby to create in meaclofer Union betwixt. my 
Soul’ and my Saviour ; and then, pox my humble and 
hearty -Requeft, he gives me hope of receiving Abfolu- 
tion for my Sins, And by God’s Grace, Tam fully re~' 
folved never more to indulge my felf in any of them 
but to ferve God in holinefs, and newnefs of Life, for what 
farther Time I may have to fpend here.» ain 
_ Lheoph.. A yirtuous-and truly Chriftian Refolution !) 
And. may the Almighty give you Grace immoveably te’ 
perfift in it, BJs | {x 
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. Anchith. 'Thefe are the principal Advantages I ret 
ceiv'd from Theodorus’s Vifits. But thefe are not all ; 
for there is another of no {mail Importance, though in 
no wife to be compar’d with what relates to my God, 
my Saviour, my Soul, and Eternity. He has put me 
in Mind ofa great Negle& of a different Nature, that ' 
might have prov'd of very ill Confequence, if it had 
pleas’d God. to have {natch’d me away without Warn- 
ing; or if [hadhadTime, but had not met with fuch 
a faithful Monitor. | 

Theoph. 1 begin to fufpe& you had not minded to 
make a Difpofition of your ‘Temporal Concerns,as every 
wife Man ought to do. 

Anchith. You have hit it. I confefs I have put off 
making my Will, till my latter End, as too many others 
do; and fo was in great Danger of leaving all in Con- 
fufion, and very much contrary to my Mind. 

Theoph. This, as you fay, is too general a Fault, 
that Men put off their wills, as they do their Re- 
pentance, to a fick Bed; and fo, too frequently, never 
make them atall. But, fince you are now fenfible of 
the bad Effeé&ts of fuch a Negle&, I truft you will not 
defer it any longer, left you fhould happen to die in- 
teftate, and your Eftate fhould defcend otherwife than 

ou intended ; and perhaps, a great part of it, be {pent 


in coftly and deftructive Law-Suits: And moreover, — 


left fuch Animofities arife hereby amongft thofe Rela- 
tions, whom you would moft wifh to live inFriendthip and 
mutual Affection, as may never be quite healed whilft 
they live, or forfome Time afterwards. Some ofthem, — 
alfo, may be expos’d to Extremity of Want, when you 
are gone; whom a {mall feafonable Legacy might re- 
lieve, and put into a Way of living. And ifany Debts 
be owing, they may not be fo punéually and duly, or 
at leaft, fo timely paid, as they ought to be, for want 
of your Directions concerning them. And ina Word, 
moreand greater Inconveniencies might enfue, for want 
ofa Will, than perhaps you are yet aware of, 
Amchith. Youfay very right, good Theophilus. 
Rie Theoph, 
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" Theoph. Befides, the Scripture it felf, téaches this 
Duty, of fettling our worldly Concerns, before we be 
called to take our Leave of them. For we not onl 
find it recorded of the Patriarch Abraham, * that he dift 
pos’d of his Eftate before he died, the Eftate it felf 
to Jfaac, and Legacies to the Sons of his Concubines : 
and noted afterwards of Achitophel, as an Inftance of 
common Prudence, that he + put his Houfe in Order, be- 
fore he went and hanged himfelf ; that is, fays Bifhop 
Patrick upon thefe Words, he fettled his Affairs, anddif~ 
pos d of his Eftate: But the Prophet J/aiah. was fent to 
King Hezekiah, with a pofitive Commiffion to fet his 
Houfe in Order before his Death. For fo it is written; 
I] Ze thofe Days was Hezekiah fick unto Death: And the 
Prophet Maiah the Son of Amoz came to him, and faid unto 
him, Thus faith the Lord, Sét thine Houfe in Order, for 
thou fhalt die, and wot live. Hezekiah was like to die, 
and one Requifite, you fee, in order to his doing it 
aright, was firft to fet his Houfe in Order; or in other 
modern Terms, tomakehis Will. A Work which ought 
to be done, by every one, who has any ftore of world- 
ly Goods to difpofe of, and does not refolve that they 
Mhould all defcend as the Law dire&s, to the next 
Heir or Heirs. But which never canbe done atall, if 
not done before Death comes; and hardly aright, and 
as it ought to be, if not before the Man is very fick, 
and near his End, And accordingly (a) Buxtorf tells 
us of the Fews. that when any of them, who happens 
to be dangeroufly Ill, is vifited; whether by the Rabd:, 
or other of his Friends ;_ if he be a rich Man, their 
firft Adviceto him, is about the Settlement of his Eftate. 
Our Church, I confefs, does not) fo, . but allows. the 
Precedence to that which is’ of infinitely greater. Con- 
cern tothe fick Man, the Care of his immortal Soul: 
But then it fubjoins this Rubrick, ihe have uot before 
_ difpofed of his Goods, let him shen be admonifh'd to make his 
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Will, and to declare his Debts, what he oweth, and what 
és owing to him, for the better difcharging of his Confcience, 
and the Quietnefs of his Executors. Adding moreover, 
that Men fhould be put in Remembrance, to take order for 
the fettling of their temporal Eftates, whilft they ave in 
Health. | 

Aunchith. with I had confider’d this fooner, for fo I 
fhould have taken other Meafures than I have done. 

Theoph. 1 add farther, it will be a Satisfaction to 
your felf to think, that as you have been preparing for 
‘another State, that you may die in Peace, and be 
everlaftingly happy in a better World, fo you have not 
been wanting to do your part, towards making your 
Relations and Friends, and whatfoever Objects of your 
Charity, as eafy and happy as you can in this. 

Anchith. Your Reafons feem to me very juft, and I 
have nothing to fay againft them. And I muft there- 
fore acquaint you, that I have already fent for my 
Neighbour Nomicus, jut before you came in; and for 
ought I know, he may be in the Houfe by this Time. 

Theoph. ‘This fhould have been done befotés it being 
the proper Work of one in perfec Health, when he is 
able rightly to confider all he does, and has moft Time 
for it, whereby both to do it the more compleatly, 
and to eafe himfelf of the Trouble of it, when he 
fhall cometo languifh upon a Sick-Bed, at which Time 
he willbe fure to have Bufinefs of another Nature up- 
on his Hands. 

Anchith. 1 am now truly convine’d of my Error, in 
having deferred it thus long, and therefore think it 
"Time to do it now, without any farther Delay. And 
if it fhall pleafe God to reftore me to my Health, 
which at prefent I fee little Reafon toexpec, and will 
not therefore truft to any Hopes of it; if it fhould 
pleafe God, I fay, to reftore me to my Health, I will 
never be without a Will by me, to. prevent all the be-_ 
forementioned. Inconveniencies. I did not think my 
Life to be fo fhort, as I now apprehend it may be; a 
BS 
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this made me more carelefs and dilatory, than I ought’ 
by any means to have been. | 

Theoph. Wherefore now you feé Caufe to blamé 
your felf, for having fo long trufted to fo great an Un- 
certainty, and to be thankful that you was not totally 
difappointed by it. Now you may fee, tio Man is fure 
of his Life for any Time, and none therefore but ought 
to have all Things in readinefs for 4 Change, whenfo~ 
ever itfhall come ; as poffibly it may very {peedily: * 
We know not what fhall be on the morrow. For what is your 
Life? It is even a Vapour that appeareth for a little Times 
and then vanifbeth away. | whan pie Ee 

_ Anchith. 1 am fo throughly fenfible of my Folly; thar 
I will delay this neceflary Work no longer. Some body, 
there, defire our Friend Nomicus to come up. 

Theoph. Then Anchithanes, 1 will take Léave of you 
— till Thurfday next, when, asI told you, we have appoine 
ted to be here again, as you defir d. 

Anchith, I beg of you, by no Means to leave me; 

Theoph. A Bufinefs of fuch a Nature, as you aré 
now going about, ought, for divers Reafons, to be done 
with Privacy : andit will therefore be beft to leave you 
and Nomicus to your felves, I called as I was paf- 
fing not far off, to feé how you were, but had ne 
Thoughts of interrupting any Affairs you fhould have 
to difpatch. | | | 

Anchith. T caniiot let you go: Ihave nothing to 6f4 
der, but what you may very fafely be privy to; and be= 
fides, I may ftand in need of your Advice ; and there 
fore, pray let me beg your Stay, if it be no Inconveni« 
ence to your felf. 

Theoph. You fhiall command mé. fen ik v. 

Nomicus. Sir, 1am very forry to find fo worthy @ 
Gentleman, and whom we all moft defervedly honour 
and elteem, in fo weak a Condition. Iheard, Sir, you 
Was pleas'd to ferid for me, and am comé accordingly 
to receive your Commands. 
Pe eee 
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Anchith. I thank you, Sir. Blefled be God, I am 
fomewhat better than I was, but however, ftill, as 
you fee, fick and weak, and know not how foon I 
may leave the World ; and being defirous, in the mean - 
Time, tomakea Difpofition of what it has pleafed Al- 
mighty God togivemeinit, I fent to beg the Favour 
of you of making my Will. And I thank my God, I 
am as ready to leave thefe tranfitory Enjoyments, as 
ever I was to receive them. And I cannot but be pleas'd 
in my felf, to think, that ever fince I came to the In- 
heritance of them, I have always made them to ferve, 
not to rule and govern me; and at all times could be 
content to part with them, whenever God’s Glory, or 
my Neighbour’s Wants, requir’d it of me. 

"Theoph. So St. John advites, * not to love the World, 
neither the Things of the World, afluring us moreover, 
that if any Man love the World, the love of the Father is not 
inbim. Inlike manner, as our bleffed Saviour declares 
it t impoffible to ferve God and Mammon ; and ccmmands 
to || make to our felves friends of the Mammon of Unrigh- 
teoufuefs, that when we fail, they may receive us into ever 
Jafting Habitations. And that you have taken this Courfe, 
appears from your Indifferency as to thefe temporal good. 
‘Things, according to the Dotirine of our blefied Lord 5 
(a) Where your Treafure is, there will your Heart be alfo. 

Aachith. Lmuft own I have in fome Meafure made 
this my ftudy, though with a great many Faults and 
Failings. But heartily wifh I had done it more, and 
to better Purpofes. 

But, if you pleafe, we will begin. 

Nom. It is great Pity, Sir, this Work is now to do. 
However, it is not yet too late; and therefore, if you 
will pleafe to give me your Inftructions, I will take Care 
faithfully to purfue them. ) 
 Anchith. Begin. Ja the Name of God, , Amen.’ I 
Anchithanes, i. the Parifh of A. jn the County of B. an 
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earworthy Member of the Church of Chrift, as fettled and re~ 
formed here in England, being through the abundant Mer- 
cy and Goodnefs of God, though weak in Body, yet of a found 
and perfett Underfianding and Memory, do conftitute this 
my laft Will and Teftament, and defire it may be received 
by all as fuch. mprimis, I moft humbly bequeath my Soul 
to God my Maker, befeeching his moft gracious Acceptance 
of it, through the all-fufficient Merits and Mediation of my 
moft compafjionate Redeemer, Jefus Chrift, who gave bim- 
Jelf to be an Atonement for my Sins, and is able to fave 
to the utmoft, all that come unto God by him, feeing 
he ever liveth to make Interceffion for them, and who I 
truft, will not reject me a returning pewitent Sinner, when I 
come to hita for Mercy. Ig this Hope and Confidence I rén- 
der up my Souk with Comfort, humbly befeeching the moft blef~ 
Jed and glorious Trinity, one God, moft holy, moft merciful 
and gracious, to prepare me for the Time of my Diffolution, 
and then to take me to himfelf, into that Peace, and Reft, and 
ancomparable Felicity, which he has prepar’d for all that love 
and fear his holy Name. Amen, bleffed God, Amen.’ ~ 
Theoph, Y am glad to hear you fpeak fo ftrongly, 
and hope you will be able to hold out, till you fhall 
have finifh’d this neceflary and ufeful Work. But lam 
much more glad, to fee you begin ic fo devoutly and 
religioufly, as thereby to teftify the good Difpofition 
of Soul you are in, and the Fitnefs you have brought 
your felf to, for quitting this tranfitory, troublefome, 
wicked World, whenfoever your Time fhall come. |», 
Aihith. If I were not very ferious and devout now 
that I have a near View of Eternity, and know not 
how foon, how very foon, I may be in it, when fhould 
Ibe fo? Iam fure the greateft Concern I can poffibly 
have, isto make my Peace with God, and fo to per- 
fe& my Repentance for all my Sins, and my Reliance 
upon his Mercy through Chrift, as that Imay havea 
_ well-grounded Hope in him, whenfoever my Soul fhall 
Shake off this earthly Body, and take its Flight into ano= 
ther World. A a has. : : iF: s : Wats se 
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Theoph. This, it is true, is each one’s great Con- 
cern, and there is none, how young, how healthful, 
how active, how lively, how ftrong foever, but 
ought to make it his continua! Care thus to prepare 
himfelf for a better State. Much more are thofe who 
lie upon a fick Bed called upon, to apply themfelves to 
it with the utmoft Diligence, before it be too late. 

Auchith. 1 thank God I am not now to begin my 
Repentance: It has been indeed the Bufinefs of moft 
Part of my Life, though, with Sorrow and Shame I fay it, 
too fadly defective in many Refpedts. For which Reafon 
Tam now defirous to compleat it, and make it as perfe& 
as I can, that fo] may depart hence to the better Ad- 
vantage. But I believe he has written all [had direéted. 
Have you not ? 

Nom. Yes, Six, and am ready to proceed whenever 
you pleafe. 
- Anchith. Sol will then. I earnefily beg Pardon of any 
I have offended, and am ready to make full Reftitution, if I 
have ignorautly wronged any one ; for I am fure I have not 
knowingly. And if any have abufed or injured me, I freely 
forgive it. | 

“Theoph. This is fo neceflary a Part of Chriftianity, 
that there is no Hope for any one to be fav'd without 
it. It is our blefled Saviour’s own Command, (a) Jf thow 
bring thy Gift to the Altar, and there remembrest that thy 
Brother hath ought againft thee ; leave there thy Gift before 
the Altar, and go thy way, firft be reconcil’d to thy Brother, 
and then come and offer thy Gift. ‘Though the Gift were 


‘already with the Prieft, to be offer’d up by way of 


Atonement for him that brought it, yet was no Atone- 
ment to be expected by it, if he were guilty of any 
Affront or Wrong done to his Neighbour, and had not 
fome way made up the Breach. And itis therefore our 
Saviour’s Direction, not to pretend to any fuch Oblation, 
or to hope for any Benefit by it, till the injur’d Perfon 
have a due Satisfaction given him. And if this be necef- 
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fary at a Man’s coming with his Gift totheAltar, it muft 
queftionlefs be more fo when he’s going out of the 
World, and will never more -have it in his Power to. 
offer ata Reparation. The leaft therefore a true Peni- 
tent can do in that nice Jun@ture, is to exprefs his Sor- 
row, and entreat Forgivenefs of any Provocation or 
Affront given to whomfoever. But if my Neighbour 
be otherwife injured, by Cheating, Extortion, Theft, 
or whatever fort of Injuftice, I muft not only beg his 
Pardon, but if able, muft make him full Reparation for 
the Wrong it felf, and all the ill Confequences that have 
accrued to him by it ; as might be eafily fhewn from 
divers Places of Scripture. (b) And as thele are neceflary 
Parts of Juftice to fuch as I have offended or wrong’d, 
fo on the other Hand, (c) Iam no lefs requir’d to be 
ready to forgive any that has offended me, and 
to come to eafy Terms with fuch as have any way 

defrauded or injur’d me, and are defirous of Forgive- 
nefs. St. Paul inflances in it as one evident Means of 
our walking worthy of the Vocation wherewith we are called, 
that (d) with Lowlinefs, Meeknefs, and Long-fuffering, we 
forbear one another in Love; and at another Time requires 
to (e) put on, as the Elett of God holy aud beloved, Bowels of 
Mercies, Kindnefs, Humblenefs of Mind, Mecknefs, and 
Long-fuffering, forbearing one another, and forgiving one 
another, if any Man have a Quarrel againft any ; even as 
Chrift forgave you, faysthe Apoftle, fo alfo do ye. And it 
is our bleffled Saviour’s pofitive Determination in the 
Cafe, that whofoever defires Forgivenefs from God 
fimighty, of his Sins and Tranfereffions againft him, 
mult be fure to-clear the Way to it, by forgiving his. 
Brethren their leffer Offences againft himfelf. (f) For, if 
ye forgive Men their Trefpaffes, your heavenly Father will alfo 
forgive your Trefpaffes : But if ye forgive not Men theiv Tref- 
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paffes, neither will your heavenly Father forgive your Tref~ 
pases. 

Anchith. And I profefs my felf to die in the Faith and 
Communion of the Church of England ; the fame Faith that 
is taught in the holy Scripture, that was profefs'd and main- 
tain’ d in the firft and pureft Ages of the Church, and feal'd 
with the Blood of vaft Multitudes of Martyrs, and is con- 
tain din the three Creeds now in Ufe amougft us ; and the most 
primitive and best Communion now in the whole World. 

Theoph. Hereby you will not only ftand upon Record. 
as an orthodox Chriftian, but do alfo bear a laudable 
Teftimony againft the Hereticks and Infidels of our 
‘Time, who are fo indefatigably fet upon undermining 
our common Chriftianity, and all reveal’d Religion. 

Aunchith. Youtake it then to be a Piece of Juftice I 
owe tomy felf, and to the Religion I profefs, and re- 
folve by God’s Grace to die in, tomake my Profeffion 
of it at this Time. ae he wae 

- Theoph. I do fo, and commend you for it. But will 
you pleafe to go on. | | 

Anchith. Now for my earthly Part. Be pleafed to 


‘write ; Next I give my Body to the Earth, from whence it: 


was taken, in full Affurance of its Refurrection from thence 
at the laft Day, (g) when this Mortal fhall put on Immor- 
tality, and this Corruptible, Incorruption, (4) when the 
Lord Jefus Chrift fhall change it, tbat it may be fafhion’d 
like to his glorious Body, by the mighty .Power where- 
by he is able to fubdue all Things to himfelf, that I (ball 
then receive it again wonderfully improw’d and. purify d, not: 
Such grofs, weak, perifbing Flefh and Blood, as it has hitherto. 


_ been, but infinitely both fplendid and durable, like our blefed 


Saviour's glorified Body. ° : ae 
Nom. Will you-not next give fome Orders about your 
Funeral ? | , : ) 
~ Anchith. Yes. As for my Burial, I defire it may be doe 
cent, without Pomp or State, at the Difcretion of my dear 
Wife, and my Executors hereafter named, who, Idoubt uot, 
will manage it with all requifite Prudence, 
g) Cor, 15. $3; (2) Phil. 3:20, 21, 
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- Theoph. Herein I perfectly approve of your DiteGi- 
on. For though a decent Regard ought certainly to be 
paid to our departed Friends, and no good Man will or 
can think otherwife; oe in my Opinion, all Excefs this 
way is blameable, inafmuch as I cannot but think it far 
better to retrench from this, what may be handfomely 
fpar’d, for the Benefit of fuch as are living, that fo the 
Wants of fome in Neceffity may be fupplied by it. 
Anchith. 'That truly was my Confideration ; and for 
this Reafon I fhall give fomewhat the more to that good 
~Ufe. But, Sir, we interrupt you. Be pleas’d to add, 
As to my worldly Eftate, Iwill and pofitively order, that all my 
my Debts, which, to my Comfort, are but few and fmall, be 
paid out of Hand, if I don’t live to pay them my felf. For, 
as I never luv'd to keep poor People out of their Money in my 
Life-time, as little will I allow it after my Death. 
. Theoph. 'This is avery commendable Article. And I 
wifh all others would follow your Example; to do juftly, 
being both a neceflary Duty of natural Religion, anda 
confiderable Part of Chriftianity as enjoin’d in Scripture. 
In the Old Teftameht, fays the Prophet, (4) He hath 
fhewed thee, O Man, what is Good ; and what doth the Lord 
vequire of thee, but to do juftly, and to love Mercy, and to 
walk humbly with thy God ? Where, doing juftly, you fee is 
fet in the Front of the different Qualifications requir’d 
of fuch as would approve themfelves to God, as his 
faithful Servants.. And in the New Teftament the 
-Apoftle direéts, (k) To owe no one any Thing, but to love one 
another; and that (1) uo Man go beyond, or defraud.his 
Brother in any Matter ; and for this weighty Reafon, (™) 
for the Lord is the Avenger of all fuch, 
_ Nom. It is done, Sir. ‘ 
_ Anchith. Zo my dear and loving Wife Sophronia, 
_ ‘with whom I have liv’d very happily, and with mutual Af 
fection and Fidelity for many Years, and by whom God has 
been pleas’d to give me feveral Children, moft of whom ave 
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£0ne to Heaven before me, but whereof three are yet alive; 
though I doubt not but that, fhe being avery good Woman, and 
a true and fincere Chriftian, Almighty God will, according to 
bis Promife, be a Husband unto her, and provide for her all 
Things neceffary for this Life; yet, fince be has bleffed me with 
a convenient Portion of temporal Riches, to her I give for 
Term of Life, this Houfe wherein I now dwell, with all the 
Furniture, and the Lauds and Tenements that lie about it ; and 
after my Death, to my ouly Son ‘Theodofius, and his Heirs 
for ever. To whom I leave alfo, from the Time of my Death, 
my two other Eftates fituate in the Parifp of N. he paying 
to each of his Sifters, Charis and Hypomone, one thoufand 
Pounds. And if he die before them, and without Iffue, then 
bis Land, (all but the Value of one thoufand Pounds, which 
I freely impower him to difpofe of as he fhall think fit,) foal 
— defcend and belong equally to thefe my two Daughters, And 
Itruft my Wife will be mindful to bring them all up in the 
Nurture and Admonition of the Lord, as becomes a. 
wife and tender, and truly Chriftian Parent, and who hopes 
to be eternally happy with them in a better State. ; 

Nom. At what Time will you pleafe your two 
Daughters Portions fhall be due to them, if their Bro- 
ther live? 

Aunchith. Well thought of ; At the Age of oue and twen- 
ty Years, or Day of Marriage, which fhall first happen ; and 
Interes? at five per Cent. iu the mean time, , 

Nom. It fhall be fo. What will you pleafe to have. 
next ? 

_ Anchith. Zo my Nephews, Pamphilus and Panaretus, 
I give each two hundred Pounds, and to my Niece Irene 
three hundred Pounds. To my trufty Servant Piftus I give 
2wenty Pounds, to Hermagathus ten Pounds, and to each 
of my Servants that {ball be fo at the time of my Death five 
Pounds. They have been careful of my Bufinefs, and feru'a 
me faithfully, the good Lord reward them for it. | 

Nom. What more will you pleafe to add ? 

Aunchith. 1 think I have done as to thefe Legacies. 
But let me not forget :y poor Debtors who owe me fome 

Sinall Matters ; which, becaufe they ave in a low Condition, ed 
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not well able 10 pay them, I freely remit them all, forgiving 
fuch my Debtors as I defire God foould forgive my Debts for 
Chrift’s fake. , 

Theoph. But you fpake of beftowing fomething in 
Charity. 

Auchith. Y did fo ; and am bethinking my felf of the 
right Method of doing it ; I would give five hundred 
Pounds, but would willingly give it the beft Way I can, 
and fo as may moft effectually anfwer the Defign of 
giving it. 

Nom. I hope, Sir, you will be liberal to the Poor of 
this Parifh, foas that both the prefent and future Ages 
may blefs your Memory. 

Anchith. Kind to the Poor! You mean to the Rich; 
for this fort of Gifts ferves only to leflen the Parifh- 
Rates, and fo relieves not the Poor, but {pares thofe who 
are bound by Law to relieve them. Which is a Practicel 
do not underftand, and for which no body fhall blame 
me. But yet, that I may not feem to forget the Place of 
my Nativity, J give fifty Pounds to be diftributed according 
to the Difcretion of my Executors, among fuch of my Neigh- 
bours of this Pavifh, as they foall apprehend to want fome Af- 
fiftance, but who do not receive Alms, nor have any Allowance 
from the Parifb, ‘This I think to be true Charity, though 
the other I can by no Means reckon to be fo. 

Theoph. What do you think, my Friend, of building 
an Alms-houfe for fome poor old Men or Widows? 
‘This will be a lafting Charity, and a Way to do Good 
to Pofterity. : | 

Anchith, 1 do not condemn fuch as order their Charity 
this Way, but on the other Hand, I commend their 
good Intention in it. But yet I fee thefe fort of Dona- 
tions fometimes quite taken away, by fome Artifice or 
other, though ever fo firmly fettled ; and much oftner 
fo grofly abufed, and diverted from the Defign of the 
Donor, that I have long thought there are much better 
Ways for difpofing of Charity than this. Iam not de- 
firous of being noted by Paflengers as a Benefactor, but 
gm rather for giving what I have tobeltow, fo is that 
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I may be fure, of its coming to the Hands of thofe for 
~ gyhom it isintended. And forthis Reafon, I have cho- 
fen to diftribute the main of my Charity in my Life-time, 
when I might fee the good Effect of it, and might be 
fare it would not be plac’d on’any, but as I defign’d it 
fhould. Andthis Method I the rather chofe upon ano- 
ther Account likewife, becaufe I always efteem’d it 
much truer Charity, and far better becoming our holy 
Profeffion, to give out of what I my felf have and can 
ufe, than to keep all till I die, and then give, though 
more largly, from my Heirs and Executors, when 1 
can Enjoy itnolonger. ButI find I have overtir'd my 
felf, and muft therefore forbear for a while. © 
Theoph. It is now Time to leave you, that you may 
take fome ‘Reft, left you fhould not be able to finifhi all 
to morrow, as I heartily wifh you may. 
Anchith. Pardon me, good Theophilus, if I cannot be 
of your Mind. J kwow not what a Day may bring forth; 
and will not therefore defer a Matter of this Nature 
any longer than is abfolutely neceflary. _ But if you will 
pleafe to take thisGentleman into the Garden, and ga- 
ther what Fruit you can méet with there, you will be 
very obliging, I beg alfo you will command any Thing 
‘my Houfe affords for your Refrefhment, till I hope by 
God’s Blefling I may be able to proceed. Whichit Ibe, 
I will give you Notice of it, and will entreat your 
Return. oor" 3 
Theoph. Poffibly you may get a little Sleep, when you 
‘are alone, and therefore J thank you for your Civility, 
and fhall withdraw with this worthy Gentleman,till we 
receive your Summons to give our Attendance. 
Nom. Thefe Gardens are fine, and lie, I fee, in 
good order. | 
T heoph. Yes, They are very Pleafant, and the Fruits 
look temptingly; will you pleafe to gather what 
ou like. . 
Nom, All that I have tafted is very good. I believe 
‘Auchithanes was wont to take delight in his Garden, it 
js kept fo handfomly, and fo well flock’d. 
| T beoph, 
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Theoph. ‘To order and manage a Garden isa very . 
pleafing and a very inoffenfive Diverfion, provided itbe © 
fo managed as not to occafion too great an Expence. 
And it isa noble Entertainment, to view the wonderful 
Works of Nature, and obferve and admire the infinite 
Wifdom of that over-ruling Power, which caufes fuch 
af{tonifhing Productions ; to fee what noble Plants arife 
from a {mall Seed, what delicate Flowers open them- 
 felves, of what different Forms and Sizes, how charm- 
ingly enamelled with variety of delightful and lovely 
Colours, how fweetly fcented, how gradually rifing to 
their Perfection ; what cooling and pleafant Fruits offer 
themfelves to our Sight and Taft,how entertaining,how 
ufeful ; and this not only once-or twice, or by Accident 
now and then, but from Year to Year, in a continual 
Succeffion, the fame feed conftantly generating the fame 
Plant, Leaves, and Flowers, and the fame Stock, or 
Root, or Stone,the fame Bloflomsand Fruit. Whocan 
fufficiently admire the excellence of that good Provi- 
dence, which difpofes all thefe things in fo ftupendous a 
manner ? 

Nom. What you fay, is fo manifeft to all who take 
occafion to obferve it, that we can never fufliciently 
admire the wonderful Contrivance of that Plaftick Vir- 
tue, which annually prefents us with fuch noble-Enter- 
tainment for all our Faculties, gratifying our,Senfes to 
a great Degree, employing our Underftandings, exci- 
ting our Gratitude, and filling our Hearts with abun- 
dant Matter of Praife and 'Thankfgiving to its Almigh- 
ty Author. | ' : | 

Theoph, You fay right. We can never duly blefs 
and honour God,for all his Goodnefs to us poor Mortals; 
and amongft other Inftances of it, in particular for what 
is fhewn in thefe wonderful Productions of the Earth, 
And it is therefore no {mall happinefs, tobe owner of fo 
pleafant a place as this, which fuggefts fuch matter not 
only of Diverfion to our Minds, but of more raifed and 
devout Meditations and Thank(fgiving. 


ae 
Bees ‘ 
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- Serv. Gentlemen, will you pleafe to walk up, my 
Matter is juft awake. | 

Anchith. This little Sleep has refrefh’d me very con- 
fiderably, fo that we may proceed now, in the-Bufinefs 
we were upon. 

Servant. I hope, you, may. 

Anchith. Let Theophilus know I am ready, whenever 
they will pleafe to walk up. 

Serv. He is coming up, Sir. , i 

Theoph. My good Friend, how do you find your felf, 
after the little Reft you have had. 

Anchith. My Spirits are but low, but much better 
than when you left me; for in truth, I was fo heartily 
tir’d, Icouldhold out no longer. But now I have taken 
a Sup of my Cordial, and have got a fhort Sleep, I ani 
in great Hopes I fhall be able to finifh, without any far- 
ther Interruption. 

Nom. You feem, Sir, to be refolv’d againft any 
lafting Charity. 

Auchith, Not fo neither. Againft an Alms-Houfe 
I am ; but if either of you can dire@ me to any other, | 
fuch as I fhall approve of, Iam not refolv’d againft it. 

-Theoph. What do you think of giving to the Cor- 
poration, for Propagating Religion in Foreign Parts? 

Auchith. ‘That is anoble Defign, I pray God blefs 
and profper it. But I have one Objeétion againft the 
Management of that pious Undertaking hitherto,which 
{ticks with me, fo that I cannot get it over. 

Theoph. May I know what that is? 

Anchith. Ic is what I have heard often lamented, 
and I think, not without a great deal of Reafon, 
That no Care has been yet taken to plant Bifhops 
in any of our American Colonies, to infpect the Quali- 
fications and Behaviour of the Clergy there; to ordain 
fuch as have had Univerfity-Education amongft them, 
and whom they fhall find fit to be fent into the Lord’s 
Vineyard, to confirm young Perfons, as the Rabrick 
directs, before they be admitted to the Lord's Supper, to 
cenfure notorious Offenders,to patronize and wees 

: | thole, 
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tHofe; who fhew 4 true Zeal for God’s Glory, and’are 
couragious and induftrious in his Service,and to perform 
all other Epifcopal Offices amongft them. I never heard 
of any in the Primitive Times, whether Orthodox, or 
Hereticks, that reckoned themfelves to be a Church, till 
they had Bifhops to prefide over them, (and not at fuch 
a diftance, as from hence to America,) unlefs they were 
the Aerians ; and thefe you know were cenfured as He- 
reticks, upon this very account. For which reafon, I 
hope I may be excufed, if I do not give any thing to 
this truly commendable Undertaking, till it be brought 
to better Perfection; andif it pleafe God I live to fee 
that, I fhall be as ready to give my Affiftance to it, as 
any one. 

Theoph. How do you like the Thoughts of fettling 
a Charity-School, inthe Parifh here ? 

Anchith. I like that very well, but you know, we 
have not a great many poor Children here. However, 
I intend to do fomething of that nature, but not with 
the Sum, now under Confideration. 

T heoph. Suppofe you fhould give this Money to the 
Parifh, to buy in Coals in the Summer, when they are 
cheapeft, to be fold out again to the Poor, in Winter, 
when they are dearer, at the fame Rate: Or to pur- 
chafe Corn in a plentiful Year, to lay up for them till 
a dearer, and let them have it then, at the fame 
Price. | 

Anchith, This fome have done, to the feafonable Re= 
lief of many indigent Families, and with no great 
Charge to themfelves, ‘And Money thus left in Tru- 
{tees, if rightly employ’d, may prove a very laudable 
Charity. But we have not fo man y Poor in our Parifh, 
but that, with the help of their own Endeavours, they 
may be eafily provided for, by a reafonable addition 

rom their abler Neighbours. | 

Theoph. Let me ask again; What do you think of | 
the Univerfities ? 

__ Anchith. Y was my felf, for fome Time, an unwor= 
$hy Member of one of thofe learned Bodies, and a 
: | | but 


TA4 The good Man’s Settlement 


but have a Kindnefs for it ever fince. But what de 
ou advife to there ? 

Theoph. What if you fhould found another Fellow- 
fhip in the College you belong’d to ? 

Anchith. That College is very well endow’d already. 
But befides, I have another very fubftantial Argument 
againft it, and that is the Money I defign to give, be~ 
ing Three hundred and fifty Pounds, will not be fut 
ficient for it. 

Theoph. That istrue. But it will make an exceflent 
Scholarfhip for fome ingenious hopeful Youth. 

_ Anchith. Ie may ferve very well for that. But what 
do you think of giving it to buy an Advowfon for the 
College? ==. 

Theoph. There I muft readily concur with you, this 
being a Way of preferring Three at once, fo oft as the 
Benefice fo purchafed fhall become vacant. Befides that, 
it’s as likely a Way as can be taken, to have the Parifh 
conftantly well fupplied. And again, there are two 
other Advantages in it; the one, that there is no Fear 
of a College’s difpofing of it Simoniacally, as private 
Patrons too commonly do ; the other, that this will be 
the moft effeual Way I can think of, to fecure the 
‘Tythes from the Invafion of a covetous Patron ; and 
efpecially, if the Parifh fhould ever happen to be in- 
clos’d, which tomy Knowledge,has been often the Ruin 
of the Parfonage, where the Lord of the Mannor thus 
inclofed, hasbeen Patron. Divers Inftances whereof I 
could mention, now within the Memory of Man. And 
I think too great Care cannot be taken, againtft fuch 
notorious Sacrilege. : 

Anchith. Pray, Theophilus, explain your felf, that I 
may underftand how Three come to be prefer’d at once? 

Theoph. That 1 {hall quickly do. For firft, a Fellow 
being prefented to the vacant Benefice, a Scholar is 
next promoted to his Fellowship, and fo Room is made 
in the laft Place, for fome other to fucceed in his — 
Scholarfhip. | | | # 


Anchith; 
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Anchith, You aré in the right. And I am accord- 
ingly moft inclinable to this Way of doing Good to all 
Three. But what Security is there, that the Church 
will bé well fupplied by this Means ? 

Theoph. Abfolute Security there is none, nor can be 
any Way. But this Way comes as near it as any, be- 
caufe the Living falling to fome Perfon of good Stand- 
ing in the Univerfity, and whom the College have no 
material Exception to, this is as fure a Way as I can 
think of, to have the Place well fill’d with a learned and 
worthy Paftor. | 

Anchith. I am fatisfied this will be a proper Benefa- 
ction if three hundred and fifty Pounds would pur- 
chafe a perpetual Advowfon of a Benefice worth fuch 
a Perfon’s Acceptance; but.I fear it will not. 

Theoph. I fear it too. But four or five hundred 
Pounds perhaps will; and you may leave it either to the 
College, or in your Exécutor's Hands, they giving Se- 
curity to the College for it, till the Intereft fhall have 
made it up fo much, or more, if neceflary ; and to be paid 
fooner, if théy think fit tocall it in, and have fuch a 
Purchafe that they can any Way make it anfwer your 
intended End. 

Anchith. Will you pleafe then to write, Sir? 

Nom. What will you pleafe to have written ? 

Anchith, Irem, I give and bequeath to 'T. College in the 
Univerfity of N. three hundred and fifty Pounds, to pur- 
thafe a perpetual Advowfon of a Benefice, to be beftowed, as 
often as by Death or otherwife it. foall become vacant, upon 
fome Fellow of the College, whom they foall think moft proper, 
and who fhall be oblig’d. to quit bis Fellouhip for it ; and I 
order my Executors to give Security for the Payment of that 
Sum, together with its Intereft at five per Cent. fo focn as 
the College fhall be fatisfied that it will fuffice for the intended 
Purchafe, and he can fee it well laid out. : 

+ Nom, Hereare, Sir, but four hundred Pounds yet 
given. ™ | 

Anhith, I know it, and am thinking of Objedts for 


the x eft. 
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Theoph. What think you of Eufebes, Vicar of Ni? 

He is a very good Man, both for his Life and Dottrine, 

and has alarge Family, and little to maintain them. 

Anchith. You fay right. Let him have forty Pounds 
given him for putting forth his two eldeft Sons Ap- 
prentices. 

Nom. It is done. 

Anchith. Philotes is a very good Woman, but ftreigh- 
ten’d in her Circumftances fince her Husband's Death ; 
give her therefore ten Pounds to defray the Charges 
of her late Sicknefs. — 

Theoph. Whom willyou think of next ? 

Anchith. V havealready thought of a fit Perfon. My 
Neighbour Arotrews is a very honelt laborious Man, 
but unfuccefsful, and has feveral young Children. Be- 
fides, he has lately loft a Horfe and two Cows, which 
has almoft broken his Back ; and to fet him up again, ~ 
muft needs be an A@ of great Charity. Put himdown 
twenty Pounds. 

Nom. It is done. | 

Anchith. What now remains of the five hundred 
Pounds ? 

Nom. Sir, you have already difpos’d of fifty Pounds, 
three hundred and fifty, forty Pounds, ten Pounds, 
twenty Pounds, together, four hundred and feventy 
Pounds ; fo that there remain now thirty Pounds to 
be order’d as you pleafe. 

© Anchith. My Tenant Epimeles is a very induftrious 
Man, and takes a great deal of Pains, and maintains 
his Family comfortably for the moft Part. But I doubt 
he goes backwards in the World, and think therefore a 
fmall Legacy may come very feafonably to him. Give 
him ten Pounds. Liga | 

Nom. I fhall do it. | 

Aachith. My Neighbour Geron is very aged and in= 
firm, and a little Support may, in all Probability, be: 
very welcome him. Give him ten Pounds likewife. 

_ Nom. It is done, Sir. 
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Anchith. Now I think there are only ten Pounds 
remaining. — ; / 

Nom. No more, Sir. 

Anchith. "That I give to be laid out weekly by my Exe= 
cutors, fo loug as it fhall laft, for teaching poor Children to 
read and fay their Catechifm. Or if my Neighbours will 
agree together, as they have been talking they would, 
for fome Time, to fet up a Charity School for the Chil- 
dyen of the Parifh, betwixt this and Candlemas-day 
hext, I then order this ten Pounds, or what {hall be remain- 
ing of it at that Time, whenfoever it fhall be, to be made 
| up twenty Pounds, for a Beginning of fo good a Work. 

Nom, Is this all, Sir? 

Anchith, No ; add farther, The finall Remainders of 
my Eftate I give to my very good Friends, and dear and 
kind Relations, Eubulus and Aplaftus, to be divided equally — 
between them. And do conftitute them Executors of this my 
las? Will and Teftament, and Truftees for my Wife and 
Children. 

Nom. It will be requifite that you fign and feal 
your Will. 

Anchith. I need not dire& you for that. 

Nom. Thus therefore I write, Iz witnefs whereof, I 
have hereto fet my Hand and Seal, the third Day of July, 
in the Year of our Lord, 1711. Now; Sir, will you pleafe 
to fign it? 

Anchith, T will do it as well as I am able. But pray 
firft let me hear it read all over, that I may know 
what I fign. Me 

Theoph. ‘That is highly reafonable, if it will not be 
over-troublefome to you to attend to it. 

Auchith, Y will try what I can do. I am not very 
fit to attend to any Thing; but yet, I hope I fhall be 
able to obferve and underftand what is read. Begin 
therefore when you pleafe. 

Nom. Ja the Name of God, Amen. I Anchithanes, Oc. 

Auchith, It is very right, and as I Wefign’d its and - 
if you pleafe to reach me it hither, I will fign it as 
Well as I can. Wherefore I declare this to be my laft 
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Will and Teftament, and beg of you to witnefs for 


. . 


me that I do fo. 


Witnefs, Anchithanes. 
Theophilus Here I take off my 
a Prete Seal}. and "do He- 
CURES 5 : clare this to be 
Dulus. my laft Will and 
Teftament. 


Anchith. I think you have dated it riglit. 

Nom. Yes, Sir, this third Day of Fuly, in the Year 
of our Lord one thoufand feven hundred and eleven. 

Auchith. Tt is very well. And now, I fuppofe, all is 
done as it fhould be. 

Nom. Sir, it is. | 

Auchith. Then, Sir, I thank you. Dulw, take care 
to fatisfy the Gentleman for the ‘Trouble I have given 
him. And now, my Friend Theophilus, I have abun- 
dance of Thanks to return to you, for having fo long 
exercifed your Patience ; I know I have been very trou- 
blefome to you; but I hope you will pardon the Impor- 
tunity of one who is not able to help himfelf, and has 
therefore need of the kind A ffiftance of all his Friends; 
efpecially fince it is not long I am like to burden you. 

Theoph. How long you may be in this Condition, 
God only knows. Your Acquaintance are fuch Lovers 
of themfelves, that they are willing to hope they may 
have the Enjoyment of fo worthy and dear a Friend as 
your felf, for many Years yet to come ; and do therefore 
all agree in praying for your happy and fpeedy Re- 
covery. However, you do well to think of, and make alk 
the Preparation you can for a Change ; that whenfo- 
ever it fhall come, whether now, or at a good Diftance 
hence, you may be always ina Readinefs for it. The 
fitter you are to die, believe me, the fitter you willbe 
to live; and the more Comfort and Satisfaétion you 
will find in your felf here, and will certainly be un- 
Speakably the more happy for it hereafter. 


Anchithe 
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Anchith, I thank God I have now done one Part of. 
my Bufinefs, and thereby have eafed m y Mind, as to all 
Solicitude for the Things of this World. So that if it 
fhali pleafe God to take me away immediately, I may be 
fure what I leave behind me will go to thofe whol defire 
fhould have it ; and fo my Relations knowing what is 
their own, will have no Grounds of quarrelling amongft 
themfelves, as they might poffibly have done if. J had 
died inteftate. 


A Prayer after having made his Will. 


[vo thee, O God, for thy great Goodnefs and Mercy 

towards me, in having fo plentifully provided for my 
Subjfifiance, during my Abode iu this World. Wilf others - 
have been in Wéaut, I have heen furnifhy’d with whatfoever my 
Condition called fox, aud have had Something alfo to fpare, 
for the Relief of my indigent Neighbours ; fuch hus been thy 
Bounty towards me. - And now, if thou feeft fit to ftrip me 
of all I have hitherto enjoy'd, by taking me away from it, 
thou depriveft me only of what thou fo freely gaveft me, and 
what I foall have no longer Qccafion for. Grant me there- 
Sore, gracious Lord, to part with it as willingly to thofe that. 
come after, as ever I veceiv’d, either the Whole, or any Part 
of it, from fuch as are gone before. Blefs it to thofe into 
whofe Hands’ I commit it, that it may ferve both to their 
prefent, and their eternal Welfare, that they may not only 
live the more comfortably for it here, but alfo therewith make 
to themfelves Friends, who, when they fail, may receive them 
anto everlafting Habitations. And grant to me, thine unwor- 
zhy Servant, that when my tottering earthly Houfe of this 


abernacle fhall be diffolu’d, I may have a Building of God, 
a Houfe not made with Hands, eternal in the Heavens, and 
may be entitled to a better and an enduring Subftance there, 


through Fes Chrift our Lord. Amen. 
T heoph. I hope you are well fatisfied with what you 
have done. 4 
: Li3 Anshith. 
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Anchith. It is fome Eafe to my Mind to think, that 
I have done as much asin me lies, to fettle Peace a- 
mongft my Friends. But that which pleafes me moft is, 
to think that Ihave nothing now to do, but purely to 
apply my felf to the weaning my Affections from the 
Things of this World, raifing them up to thofe that are 
above, and the perfecting my Repentance, and fuing to 
God for the Pardon of my Sins, and an Intereft in his 
Favour, through the powerful Mediation of my blefled 
Saviour. And now, 


A Prayer for the Divine Protection. 


J 


@) Lord, look down from Heaven, behold, vifit, and ve- 
lieve thy Servant. Look upon me with the Eyes of thy 
‘Mercy, give me Comfort and fure Confidence in thee, defend 
me from the Danger of the Enemy, and keep me it perpetual 
Peace and Stafety, through Fefus Chrift our Lord, Amen. 


Another for Victory over Sin. 


Il. 


Y Tranfereffions, O Lord, are great and numerous, 

but thy Mercies are incomparably more and greater 3 

they are unconceivably great, and without Number. Which «6 
a mighty Encouragement to fuch poor guilty Creatures as Lam, 
to make our Addreffes at the Throne of thy Grace, with hope 


__ of being heard by thee. Let it not be in vain that Inow im 


« 


plore thy Help. As thou haft fill’d my Heart with an un- 


feigned Sorrow for my many repeated Iniquities, and made 


me eaxneftly defirous of Pardon and Forgivenefs, make me 
moreover diligent and induftrious, to teftify the Sincerity of 


‘my Repentance, by a through Mortification aud Amendment. 


And that the Degrees of my Repentance may in fome Mea- 
Sure anfwer the Hleinoufnefs of my Sins, infpire my Soul with 
fuch devout Affe ions, fuch boly Defires aud Inclinatious, 33 
that I may run tbe Way of thy Commandments with unweariea 

ay Courage 
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Courage and Alacrity, and endeavour, by my future Care, to 
make the beft Amends Ifball be able for my former Negligence. 
It is abundantly roo much that I have hitherto been wanting in 
that Duty thou requireft of me. Grant me, for the Time to 
come, to be always upou my Watch, and always intent upon 
ferving thee to the beft of my Power. Let no Temptation be- 
fal me, but fuch as is common to Men, and with the Tempta- 
tiou alfo do thou, of thy great Gooduefs, make a Way to efcape, 
that I may be able to withftand aud conquer it. Work in me 
both to will and to do of thy good Pleafure. not only live in 
the mids? of a deceitful World, but have a corrupt Heart of 
my own, apt to fart afide in Time of Trial, and a Jubtle ma- 
licious Enemy that lies in wait for my Halting, fo that I am 
ruin d, and muft perifh irrecoverably without thy Protettion. 
Deny me not fuch a Meafure of thy Spirit, as may conduct 
me Jafely through all my Dangers, and enable me to come off 
Vittor in all my Conflicts ; that I may go from Strength to 
Strength, and never be difcourag’d, whatfoever Encounters 
thou calleft me to. This I beg through the Merits aud Inter- 
celfion of thy bleffed Son, our Lord and Saviour fefus Chrift, 
_ Amen. 


Another for an entire Submiffion to God’s Will. 


IIT. 


Lord, thou art my God, my mighty Saviour and Deli- 

verer 3 in thee will I put my Truft, not doubting of thy 
Gooduefs to. me in all my Fears and Dangers. I am brought 
very low, but thou art able to bear me up ; and I will never 
defpair of thy Kindiefs. Watch over me, Ibefeech thee, for 
good. Make all my Bed in my Sicknefs. Sanctify this thy 
_ Vifitation to me. Teach me to improve it to thufe good Ends 
and Purpofes for which it was fent, that whether by Life or 
Death, I may glorify thy holy Name. - And grant that in et- 
ther I may entirely give up my Jelf to thy Difpofal, through 
Sfefus Chrift our Lord. Amen. 


L 4 Another 
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Another for a due Preparation for Death. 


IV. : 

Thou my good and gracious God, from whom alt holy 

Defires, all good Counfels, and all juft Works do pro- 
ceed, and without the Aliftance of whofe holy Spirit, it % not 
in me-to think, fpeak, or act as I ought to do; hearkeu, Ibe- 
feech thee, to the Prayer of thy humble Supplicaut, fuffer no 
Corruption to remain in me, no Luft or Paffionto have Domi- 
nion over me, but purge me from all my Guilt, and enable me 
to ferve thee with a pure Heart, that being cleanfed™ from all 
Filthinefs of Flefh and Spirit, Z may perfect Holinefs in 
thy Fear, aud-have my Accounts in Readinefs whenfoever 
thou fhalt pleafe to call for them; that fo Death, wheuever it 
comes, may be no furprize to me, but I may willingly leave 
this Wirld, and refign my Soul into thy Hands, as to a most 
loving and merciful Father, and when I fhall come to appear 
before thy awful Tribunal, at the great tremendous Day, I 
may be fet upon the Right Hand of our Lord and Sudge, and 
may be fentenced amongft his true and faithful Difciples, to 
everlafting Blifs in thy heavenly Kingdom. Grant this, O 
Father, for the fake, and through the Merits of the fame, thy 
Son Fefus Chrift, our only Mediator and Advocate. Amen. 


T heoph. I befeech Almighty God to hear thefe your 
Prayers, and the Prayers of all your Friends for you; 
and not to take you out of: this World, ‘till he fhall 
have fitted you for a better. pikes cae ah 
 Aachith, thank you for your good Wifhes and Pray- 
ers ;‘and do beg of you, and all my Friends, to continue 
your Prayers for me.’ I know not how foon my Soul 
may take its Flight intothe other World ; and I have 
great Need of God’s Mercy and Goodnefs, without 
which I muft inevitably be in a defperate Condition: 
My Sins, my Sins cry aloud againft me, my'owi)Con= 


a wer. 7. I. 
{cience 
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fcience accufes me, and God, who is greater than my 
Confcience, and knows all my Sins, together with their 
feveral heinous Aggravations, may juftly condemn me. 
Yet Iwill not difpair ofhis Forgivenefs. I will hopein 
his Mercy. He has /aid Help upon one that is mighty to 
fave, tlie ever blefled Fefus, whom he gave to bea Pro- 
pitiation for my Sins, and not for mine only, but (a) for 
the Sins of the whole World. In him therefore will Itruft, 
through him willI fue for Pardon and Forgivenefs, I 
will rely on his Merits and Satisfaction, for the Remif- 
fion ofallmy Sins, and the Supply of all Defe€&ts. And 
Tdoubt not but the good God will hearken tome, when 
Taddrefs my felf to him, in the Name of fuch an all- 
fufficient, and moft powerful Interceflor. In relation to 
whom he hasexprefly declar’d, for our Comfort and En- 
couragement, that (4) he is not enter’d into the holy Places 
made with Hands, which are the Figures of the true, but 
into Heaven it felf, now to appear in the Prefence of God for 
us. (¢) He is exalted with the Right Hand of God, to be a 
Prince and a Saviour, to give Repentance to Ifrael, and Re- 
miffion of Sins. And (d) is able to fave to the uttermoft 
&$ 73 myleats, compleatly, entirely, as (e) Hefychius, 
or forever, as(f/) Grotius and Dr. Hammond) all that 
come unto God by him, feeing he ever liveth to make Intercef- 
fionfor them. (g) God fo loved the World, that he gave his only 
begotten Sou, to become incarnate, and live, and fuffer 
and die for us, to the end that whofoever believeth in him 
Should not perifh, but have everlafting Life. And our Lord 
himfelf has given us this Promife, that (4) thofe who come 
unto him, he will in uo wife caftout. ‘This is my Comfort 
and great Support,’and my main Relief againft all Fears 
and Defpondings, that how unworthy foever I be in my 
felf, ‘and though I had ever fo evidently, as indeed I 
have, deferv’d the eternal Indignation of God in the 
Abyfs of Hell; yet my Redeemer has made abundant 

fe! t St. John. 2. 2. (6) Hebr. 9.24. — (c) A@ts 5. 31. 
(4) Hebr: 7. 250" ©) 5) (e) In voce awarleaés. «» (f) In Lec. 
{g) Sé- John 3. 16. _ (4) St. John 6. 37. 
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Satisfaction for all my Sins, and is now at the right 
Hand of God,pleading his own invaluable Merits in my 
Behalf. Iwilltherefore Truft in him, in fpight of ali 
my own Iniquities and Sins, and will hope that upon my 
fincere Repentance, I fhall be reinftated in God’s Fa- 
vour, and entituled to a Share in the moft glorious, 
moft ineftimable, moft tranfcendently Charming, Juheri- 
tance of the Saints in Light, I am not confcious of any 
Sin that] now retainany Affection for, any Luft or Pat- 
fion that I have not unfeignedly renounc’d,and for which 
I am not truly humbled, nor any Duty, how difficult 
foever, that 1 am not refolv’d to perform, if it pleafe 
God to allow me Time andStrength for it. And if he 
do not, I promife my felf he will gracioufly accept of 
fuch a Sorrow, as I have long had for my paft Mifcarria- 
ges, and fuch Vows and Refolutions of Obedience, as 1 
have made, and have endeavour'd to fylfil according to 
my Power, though with great Weaknefs and Imperfecti- 
on. Thisismy Confolation. And accordingly, 


A Prayer for Growth in Grace. 


if Befeech thee, O moft merciful Lord God, confirm and 

encreafe this Hope in me evermore. Give me fuch a Re- 
pentance for all my Sins, as is not to be repented of s fuch a 
fteady Reliance upon Chrift, as will never fail me; fuch an 
Jinprovement in all Virtue, as may fit me for a better State, 
againft Ifball be taken hence. * Make mea clean Heart, O 
God: and renew a right Spirit within me. He/p all 
my Weakneffes, and pity my Infirmities. Improve any Good 
Beginning in me, aud t work in me both to will and to do 
of thy good Pleafure. Let m0 Temptations prevail againft 
aie. Aud grant, O Lord, that the more the outward 
Man decayeth, I may be ftrengthen’d fo much the more 
continually by thy holy Spiritin the inward Man, and 
may be inabled to proceed from one Degree of Grace to axo- 
ther, till Grace {hall at laft be confummated in everlafting Glory, 


* Pl. 51, 10. + Phil, 2.13. . | 
through 
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rhrough Jefus Chrift our only Mediator and Redeemer. Amen, 
Amen. . 


Theoph. My good Friend, you do well, and as be- 
comes a good Chriftian, thus devoutly to recommend 
your Cafe to God, and put your ‘Truft in him. 

Anchith. Do wellin it! It is my neceflary Duty, and 
what is indifpenfibly incumbent upon me, and every 
one that would be faved. And fo you willbe fenfible 
whenever you come to be in my Condition. 

Theoph. 1 acknowledge it, and am defirous to en- 
courage you init, that all your appointed Time you may 
wait, and watch, and beg, and pray, and truft, and 
hope, ¢#/] your Change come; to the end that then your 
Faith may beturn’d into Vifion, and your Hope into 
Fruition, and all your Watching, and Labour, and Pa- 
tience, may be rewarded with a Crown of Glory, that 
fadeth not away. 

Anchith, "This is what I am aiming at, and endea- 
vouring after. And I befeech Almighty God, that I 
may not milfs of it. , 

Theoph. God grant your Requett. 

Anchith, Amen, Amen. 

Theoph. As I came hither I was looking into Dr. Com- 
ber’s ath Volume upon the Common-Prayer, where I 
met with fomething to our prefent Purpofe, fome few 
Directions, I mean, as to the making of our Wills; 
which pleas’d me well, and I believe it will not be un- 
acceptable to you. And being not long, if I fhall not 
overtire you, I would read it to you. 

Anchith. My Work is now over, and this will not 
occafion me to fpeak much ; and therefore, if you pleafes 
I fhall difpofe my felf to hearken to you. 

Theoph. ‘ Concerning this making of our Will, fays 
© the Doéor, *thefe Cautions are to be obferv'd. 
© Firft, ‘That it be not deferr’d till it be too late, left 
£ we be opprefs’d with fudden Death, and leave our 


* Occafional Offices, p. 301, 302. Edit. Odtavo. i 
. &xecutors 
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® Executors and Pofterity involv’d in endlefs Suits and 


Contentions, the Guilt whereof will purfue thofe into 
another World, whofe wretched Carelefnefs was the 
dire oceafion of all that Strife and Mifchief. And tho’ 
we be not {mitten with fudden Death, yet we may 
fall into fucha Diftemper, as fhall feize on our Senfes 
and Underftanding, and then we can either make no 
Diftribution of our Eftate, or * none that will be 
valid. Yet if neither of thefe happen, it is a great 
Difturbance to a languifhing Man to reckon, and caft 
up, to fettle and order his Affairs; anda mighty Im- 
pediment to the Exercifes of Religion, wherein thofe 
few Days we have left, ought to be imploy’d ; and it 
may be obferv’d, none have fo quiet a’ Mind, nor are 
{o intent upon heavenly Things, as thofe who have 
made their Wills in Time of Health. It is therefore a 
grievous Folly, and fhameful Negle& at beft, to defer 
this ; but if we put it off, becaufe we have no Mind 
to think fo ferioufly of Death, as this will occafion 
us to do, the Omiffion then proceeds from Atheifm 
and abominable Impiety, and declares that the Man 
defires his only Portion here, and that he is fo far 
from preparing for Death, that he cannot endure to 
think of it, Eccluf’ 41.1. And as this Fault is like that 
wretched Mifer’s in the Gofpel, (who till the very 
Moment of his Death, perfwaded himfelf he fhould 
live and enjoy all himfelf,) fo will his Fate in all Pro- 
bability be like his alfo, even to be fnatch’d away un- 
ready toa fad Eternity, for which he hath made no 
Provifion, Luke 12.19, 20. Secondly, Another Part 
of our Duty is, that when we do difpofe of our 
Eftate, we do it impartially, and by Rules of Equity, 


* Teftamentum ni perfecium fuerit, nullum eff. Gloff. ad Grat. de 


Poen. ditt. 3 


In eo qui Tefatur, ejus temporis quo Teffamentum facit, integritas 


mentis exigitur. Dig. L. 28. Tit. 1, I; 2. Cod. Juttin. L.6, Tit. 22. 
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not difinheriting any of thofé whotn God hath made 
our Heirs; without Neceffity force us thereunto; nei= 
thet preferring one Child before another, unlefs fome 
extraordinary Acts of Duty require it ; nor leaving 
our Wives unprovided for, when we have con= 
fum'd or difpos’d of their Fortunes: Neither de- 
figning to defraud our Creditors of their juft De- 
mands. For if our laf A@ be unjuft, we leave 4 
Blot upon our Name here ; and fince we can never re- 
pent of this Wickednefs, we can expe& nothing but. 
a fad Doom. in the World whither we are gos 
ing. Laftly, We muft make our Will with a chear- 
ful Mind, and freely lay down whatever we have in 
our Hands, when God calls us. We mutt praife him 
‘that we had thefe Things while we needed them, and 
now that we have no longer Ufe for them, lét usleaveé 
them (without repining) to thofe that come after us. 
We mutt not look back to Egypt now we are upon our 
March to Canaan; nor is there any thing in thefe 
worldly Goods to deferve it. They were Vanity and 
Vexation while we had them, and now we can have 
them no more; but if we part with them freely, we 
fhall have a better Inheritance by far in exchange for 
them. 

Anchith. This is very good Advice; and what I 
wifh every one, that has any thing to difpofe of, would 
be fure to put in PraGtice. As I hope I have now done. 

Theoph. Blefled be God that you have liv’d to do it, 
But I muft not forget that it is high Time for 
me to withdraw. Ithank God that you have been able 
to hold out fo well under this Day’s long Work. Now 
I fhall leave you, that you may try to recover your Spi- 
rits, which muft needs be much fpent by fo long an 
Exercife of them. Wherefore I heartily bid you good ' 
Night; and J pray God you may find your felf refreth’d 
co Morrow, and that I may find you ina hopeful Way 
of Recovery on Thurfday, when I hope to fee you again, 
with your other Friends that have appointed then to 
vifit you. 


cS AARON A ON AA Wa nN A a mn ee 


Auchith, 


158 How to judge of our Intereft 

Anchith. Dear Theophilus, Tam exceedingly obliged 
to you for all your Kindnefles, and particularly for the 
long ‘Trouble I have given youto Day. And I fhall be 
fill farther in your Debt, for any Time you will pleafe 
to {pend with me, whilft Iam on this fide of the Grave. 
For you fee I am in a weak Condition, and need the 
Comfort and Affiftance of all my Friends; and I hope 
fhall be the better for it to all Eternity. | 

Theoph. I with I were capable of being more truly 
ferviceable to you than I am. But affure your felf, 
my beft Endeavours fhall not be wanting. At prefent 
Itake my Leave of you, but fhall not fail to pray for 
you when I am gone. 

Anchith. 1 beteech you not to omit that Chriftian- 
Office for me, for I have great Need of the hearty 
Prayers of all good People. 
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The Fourth VISIT. 


Flow a Man may judge of his Tatereft in God’s 
Favour, either Here, or Hereafter. 


Eufebius. ippreet how is ANCHITHANES to 
a 


Servant. Much as when you faw him laft. 
_ Eufeb. Is any Company with him ? 

Serv. Only Theodorus, who has juft been at Prayer 
with him. Will you not pleafe to walk in, Sir? 
Eufeb. 1am glad to hear, Anchithanes, that you are 
not worfe than when I faw you laft; and to find fo worthy 
a Perfon as Theodorus with you. And I with Ihad come 

a little fooner, that I might have join’d with him i 
praying for you. However, with Theodorus’s Lene 2 
would 
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woud put*you upon entreating a Favour of him, before 
he leaves you, that may be of Advantage to me as well 
as you. 

Anchithanes. Pray what is that ? 

Theodorus. I am fure I fhall be very ready, to do any 
Service in my Power, to either of you. 

Eufeb. You are always very kind, which makes me 
take this Freedom, in hope you will not be difpleafed 
at it. 

Anchith, Pray what is it you would have me entreat 
of Theodorus ? 

_ Eufeb. When Theophilus and the reft of us were here 
fome Days fince, you defir’d our Refolution of a Doubr, 
much fitter for Theodorus’s Opinion thanour’s;and which 
I heartily wifh to hear refolv’d by him. 

Anchith, I very well remember it ; and if his Occafi- 
ons will permit, I will trefpafs fo far upon his Goodnefs 
as to beg his Information concerning it, it being a Mat- 
ter of great Importance to all; but more efpecially to 
thofe in my prefent Circumftances. 

Theod. Be pleafed to propofe your Queftion; and I 
will give you the beft SatisfaGtion I can concerning it. 

Anchith, It is this; How I may make a right Fudement 
of my Intere/t in God’s Favour, either at prefent, or in relati- 
on to a future State. 

Theod. A weighty Queftion indeed. And which 
I fhould be glad to have oftner propofed tome, by thofe 
in your Condition. But it is the miferable Unhappinefs 
and Folly of the Generality of Mankind, that they are 
not fo fenfible, either of their Duty, or their Intereft, 
as you appear to be. 

_ Auchith. T am fure it highly concerns me to be fo, 
And I beg therefore that you will add toall your other 
Kindneffes, this which Exfebius has put me upon asking 
of you; as I had before ask’d it of himfelf, and fome 
other good Friends, that promis’d to come and fee me. 

Theod. Your Queftion confifts of Two different Parts, 
the one relating to this prefent, and the other to a 

future 
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future Life. And I fuppofe you defire I fhould {peak 
to both of them. 

— Anchith, If it will not be too great a Trouble to you. 
AsThope it will not, after the Experience I have had, 
of the Delight you take in doing Good. . 

Theod. Affure your felf, Amnchithanes, any Service I 
cai do you, will be no Trouble to me. But this ought 
by no Means to be fo, becaufe it is only a Part of my 
Minifterial Office, and what Iam oblig’d todo, forany 
of my Parifhioners, that fhall defire it of me. Ibegin 
with the former Part of your Enquiry. 

Anchith. If you pleafe. 

Theod. Then I muft tell you, you aré not to ima- 
gine that God is at Enmity with you, becaufe he thinks 
fit, for what wife Reafons you know not, to lay his 
Hand thus heavy upon you. It is rather a Sign of his 
AffeGtion to you, or any of us, and his paternal Care 
over us, that he condefcends to correct us in this ~ 
World, to thé end we may repent, may acknowledge 
our Faults, and amend our Lives, and fue for Mercy 
and Forgivenefs, and Grace to help in Time of Need; that 
fo by Means of our temporal A ffliétions and Calamities, 
we may die to the Sins for which we are thus punifhed, 
and rife again to Newnefs of Life; and fo may efcape the 
eyerlafting Plagues of the other World, and may never 
come into * the Lake that burus with Fire and Brimjtone, 
but may have { az Entrance miniftred unto us abundantly, 
into the everlafting Kingdom of our Lord and Saviour Fefus 
Chiff, We have the Authority of St. Paul for it, that 
when we are punifh’d in like manner as the Corinthi- 
aus were, for their grofs Abufe of the Lord’s Sup 
per, of whom he profefles, that divers were feizd 
with Sicknefs, and others with Death ; when we are 
thus punifh’d, God does it, not out of an irrecon- 
cileable Difpleafure, and for our Deftruction; but in 
Way of Kindnefs, and in order to our eternal Salva< 
on, For || when we are judg’d, we are chaften’d of the 
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® Rev. 21,8, ¢ 2 St. Pet, 1, 11, Yr Core 11. 32+ 


Lord, 
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Lord, that we fhould not be condemn’ d with the World. When 
God fuffers the Sinner to flourith in his Wickednefs, 
faying concerning him, as he did of Ephraim, after he 
was joined with Idols, Let him alone; when he gives him 
up to follow his own Heart’s Ways, and to add Iniquity 
~t0 Iniquity, till the Meafure of his Sins be fil’d up; it isa 
terrible Evidence, that fuch an one is referv’d for the 
Pains of the World to come, and that weeping, and 
wailing, aud gnafhing of Teeth, will be his éverlafting 
Portion. Our blefied Saviour denounces a miferable 
End to fuch as. abounded in the good 'Things of this 
World, but took not Care todo good with them, or 
to ferve and pleafe God, the Giver of them, and fo to 
prepare themfelves for a better State. * Woe unto you 
_ that are rich; for. ye have receiv'd your Confolation. Wve 
unto you that are full; for ye {ball hunger. Woe unto you 
that laugh now ; for ye {ball mourn and weep. And no doubt, 
a wretched Portion muft await all fuch inthe other Life, 
as are fuffer’d to proceed licentioufly, and without 
Controul in their Sins, in this. 

Anchith. How comes it then to pafs, that this Truth 
is fo little taken Notice of ? The Generality of Mer 
—efteem thofe moft beloved of God, who live in all 

Kind of Wealth and Pleafure, and never taite of any 
obfervable Adverfity all their Days. 

Theod. True, but the Scripture gives us another | 

Notion of them, afluring us, ¢ There is no Peace, no 
real and lafting Peace, to the Wicked, how profperous 
foever their outward Eftate maybe. See what a Cha- 
racer the Pfalmilt gives of them, and of their totter= 
ing changeable Condition. || J was grieved, fays he, at 
the Wicked: I do alfo fee the Ungodly in fuch Profperity. 
| Por they ave in no Peril of Death: But are lufly and ftrong, 
‘They come in no Misfortune like other Folk, neither ave they 
plagued like other Men. And this is the Caufe they are fo 
holden with Pride, and overwhelmed with Cruelty. Their - 
| Eyes fwell with Fatnefi, and they do even what they luft. . 


* St. Luke 6. 24, 25, + If. $7: aro Pal. 73. 3, cee. 
> ' M * Tiers 
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* then thought Ito underftand this ; but it was too hard for 
me. Until I went into the Santtuary of God ; then under- 
flood I the End of thefe Men. Namely, how thou doft fet 
them in flippery Places, and cafteft them down, and deftroy- 
eft them. Oh how fuddenly do they confume, perifh, and 
come to a fearful End! And at another Time, t J my 
felf have feen the Ungodly in great Power, and flourifhing 
like a green Bay-Tee. I went by, and lo he was gone : I 
fought him, but his Place could no where be found. Keep In- 
nocence, and take heed to the Thing that ws right 5 for that 
hall bring a Man Peace at the laft. As for the TranfgrefJors, — 
they [ball perifh together. And the End of the Ungodly ty — 
that they [hall be rooted out at the laft. . 

Enfeb. The holy Scripture, and efpecially that moft 
feraphick Book of Bfalms, abounds with Places to this 
Purpofe. 

Theod. You fay true. But that I may not be te- 
dious, I will add but two Paflages more at prefent. 
And they are both from the Apoftle St. Fames, in his 
Catholick Epiftle. Who, {peaking of the rich Man, 
afarms, that || as the Flower of the Grafs, he paffeth. away. 
For the Sun is no fooner rifen with a burning Heat, but it 
withereth the Grafs, and the Flower thereof falleth, and the 
Grace of the Fuafbion thereof perifbeth ; fo alfo foal the rich 
Man fade away in his Ways. And again to the fame 
Effect, (a) Go to now ye rich Men, weep and howl for the 
Miferies that fhall come upon you. Your Riches are cor~— 
‘ rupted, and your Garments ave Moth-eaten. Your Gold and » 
Silver is cankered; and the Ruft of them {hall be a Witnefs 
againft you, and fhall eat your Flefh as it were Five : Ye have - 
heap’d Treafure together for the laft Days. Behold the Hire 
_ of the Labourers, which have reaped down your Fields, which 
is of you kept back by Fraud, crieth ; and the Cries of theme 
avhich have reaped, are enter d into the Ears of the Lord of 
Sabbaoth. Ye have liv’d in Pleafure on the Earth, and been 
wanton; you have nourifh'd your Hearts us in the Day of 
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* Pfal. 73. 15, 16,17, 18. + Pfal. 37. 35, 36) 37> 38. 
I St, James 1, 10, 11, (a) Chap. 5. 1, hs ; . 
Slaughter. 
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Slaughter. As much as to. fay, you have pamper’d and 
glutted your felves as it were for the Shambles. Where= 
_ by it is plainly intimated to us, that the End of fuch 

as had liv’d in the greateft Plenty and Eafe, is often- 
times very miferable. And by Confequence, all their 

temporal Advantages, above others, are very far froni 

proving them the Favourites of Heaven. This is what, 

under God, depends upon the Difpofition of their own 

Minds, and the Care they take to obey and ferve God ; 
without which, how great foever they be in this World, 

they know affuredly before-hand, that * they (hall never 
fee the Lord in that which is to come. 

Eufeb. So true is that in the Author of the Book of 
Wifdom. + The Hope of the Ungodly is like Duft, that 
is blown away with the Wind, like a thin Froth that is driven 
away with the Storm ; like as the Smoak that is difpers'd here 
and there with a Tempeft, and paffeth away as the Remem- 
brance of a Gueft that tarrieth but a Day. But the Righ- 
teous live for evermore, their Reward is with the Lord, and 
the Care of them is with the moft high. Therefore {hall they 
receive a glorious Kingdom, and a beautiful Crown, from 
the 'Lord’s Hand ; for with his right Hand fhall be cover 
them, and with his Arm he {hall proteét them. 

Theod. So that it is eafy to obferve how déplora+ 
bié the Condition often is, of fuch as the World are 
wont to magnify and applaud, to reverence and almoft » 
adore them : Or elfe to malign and envy them for their 
Greatnefs. Who yet, if rightly confider’d, would more 
defervedly be the Objects of a fincere and hearty Com- 
Ppaffion, notwithftanding all their outward Splendor. 
Whilft on the other Hand, fuch asthefe haughty World- 
‘lings feem moft to defpife, are many ‘Times in an infi- 
nitely more defireable Condition than themfetves. 
ll Hearken, my belowed Brethren, fays St. James, Hath not 
God chifen the Poor of this World, rich in Faith, and Heirs 
of thé Kingdom, which he hath promis'd to them that love 


* Hebr, 12..14. + Wifd. 5. 14, 15, 16, 
ut St. James'2. 5 M ee 
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that undergces Afflictions, for the Trial and Exercife 
of his Chriftian Virtues, and perhaps fuffers the Lofs 
of all he had, for his faithful Adherence to his Duty ; 


4 


bim sand the fame Apoftle pronounces a Bleffing to him , 


that he fhall have the Approbation of God, and asa | 


Confequent hereof, fhall be made everlaftingly Happy 
in the other State. * Bleffed is the Man that endureth 
Temptation, for when he is tried he fhall receive the Crown 
of Life, which the Lord hath promis’d to them that love him. 
And there is great Reafon why fuch Sufferings fhould 


be expected to have this happy Event, amongi{t others, ~ 


upon this Account, that whilft People {wim in Eafe 


and Pleafure, and have all Things to their Heart’s de- 


fire, whilft, as it is faid, to have far’d with tQ. Metellus, 
their whole Life is but one continued Series of Profpe- 


rity, without any Misfortunes, Difappointments or Lof- _ 


fes, they are apt to be enamourd of their temporal 
Enjoyments, and too often aim at no greater Happi- 
nels, undervaluing and neglecting the other moft laft- 


ing State, which they ought much rather to be incef- - 


fantly labouring after. Had the J/raelites been patro- 
s 9 a > ° 3 

niz d and encourag d in Egypt, and allow’d a free and 

quiet Enjoyment of the good ‘Things thereof ; there is 


little Reafon to doubt, but they would have been for — 

taking up their Reft there, without ever defiring to re- | 
.- 9 Py 

turn tothepromis’d Cazaan. It was only their hard , 


Bondage, and the cruel Ufage they met with from their 
unmerciful Task-Malters, that would make them long 


for aRemoval into another Country. In like Manner, — 
when the Chriftian has his Lot fall to him in a fair Ground, ~ 


aud he is poflefled of a goodly Heritage, when his Gircum- 


{tances fuit his Defires, and he has few or no Crof- © 


festo complain of: This is a powerful ‘Temptation to 


him, to grow regardle{s of another Life, for which he - 


has no Mind to exchange this. And there are but few 


that will be at the Pains of providing for their Depar- 


ture hence, without fome Afflictions to awaken their _ 


* St. Jimes 1, 12, + Valer, Maxim. |, 7. c.1. 
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Jethargick Minds, and put them upon * defring a better 
Country, that is a heavenly; fuch a Country, whofe Hap- 
pinefs fhall not equal only, but exceed their utmoft 
Defires and Imaginations ; + Where they {hall hunger no 
more, neither thirft any more, neither fhall the Sun light on 
them, nor any heat; but the Lamb that is in the midft of 
the Throne {hall feed them, and fhall lead them to living 
Fountains of Water ; and God fhall wipe away all Tears from 
their Eyes. This World’s Delights are of an infinuating 
Nature, and debafe the Soul, and clog it in its Afcent 
towards Heaven, and make Men willing to pitch their 
Tents here, without troubling themfelves for what may 
happen beyond the Grave. Hence it is, we fee all 
Mankind, a very few excepted, fo || cumber’d with Mar- 
tha, about many Things of lefs Moment, as in the mean 
Time to neglect the one thing needful, that good Part 
which fhall not be taken away from any of thofe that 
once attain to it. "Fhe Uneafinefs of our prefent Sta- 
tion may perhaps incline us to feek after another,which 
we hope may be more commodious and beneficial, and 
fo may become a Means of inviting us to have vur Cou- 
yerfatiua in Heaven, and may bring us to Jook paft the 


Things which are feen, to thole which are not feen, which © ; 


are eternal, and fo will never fail us. But till we meet 
with fome fuch Remembrancer to put us in Mind of 
our Duty, how fadly do we ordinarily immerfe our 
felves in the Cares of the World, and delight our 
felves in the Acquifition of this Life’s ‘Tranfitory Ad- 
vantages, as if we had never been born for another, 
nor were ever call’d upon, and entreated, and encou- 
raged to feek after it ? j | 
Eufeb. This being the happy Effet of AfMlictions in 
general, it is eafy to apply the Confideration thereof tq 
the Cafe of our Friend here in Bed. 
 -‘Fheod. It is fo. For if all AffliGions and Sufferings 
havea natural Tendency to fit us for the heavenly Feli~ 
city; Sicknefs in particular, or corporal Infirmities, 


——ag 
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may well be looked upon as peculiarly conducing hereto. : 


Becaufe thefe notonly ferve to convince us of the Infuf- 
ficiency and Uncertainty of all worldly Attainments, and 
how little they are to be depended upon ; but moreover 
are particularly adapted to remind us of our Mortality, 
and that great Change which is every Day approaching 
nearer and nearer to each one of us. For, if we cannot 
promife our felves any Certainty of continuing in this 
Life, for a Day’s, or but an Hour’s Space, though in 
our perfecteft Health and Strength, much lefs may any 
prefume to do it when their Spirits are exhaufted, 
their Flefh and Strength wafted, and their Breath grown 
fhort and painful, and it is a great Queftion whether 


ever they fhall be well again. This will naturally carry © 


our Meditations forward to another Life, and ought 
certainly to draw off our Minds, our Thoughts and De- 
fires from this World, out of which we know not how 
quickly we may be taken; and to make us folicitous for 
@ better and an enduring Subftance in the other,wherein we 
are undoubtedly to be fix dto all Eternity. And is it 
not a fingular Inftance of Mercy and Compaffion in Al- 
mighty God, thus to warn us of our Frailty, the time- 
ly Confideration whereof maybe of fuch vaft Advantage 
to us for evermore ? Who would ever blame fo tender a 
Benefactor, for taking too much Care of him, or being 
too forward to fit and prepare him for the Kingdom of 
Heaven? Thefe Vifitations, though uneafy to fuch as 


feel the Smart of them, may, and if rightly improv'd — 


will, be of everlafting Benefit tothem, And if this be 
an Unkindnefs, we may complain of God as Unkind, 
whenfoever he is pleas d to confine us to our Bed. But 
on the other Hand, if Sicknefs be only a falutary Medi- 
cine, for rectifying the Evils and Diftempers of the Soul, 
and qualifying the Patient for the moft ineftimable Kind- 
ne{s he is capable of receiving; he muit be highly to 
blame, that can fuffer himfelf to murmur at Almigh- 
ry God, for fuch a gracious Method of Procedure with 
1m, 


Exufeb. 


= 
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Eufeb. Happy therefore is the Man that is not only 
thus vifited by God, but knows alfo how to make a right 
Ufe of what is laid upon him, fo as that after his De- 
parture hence he may attain to that unfpeakable, un- 
conceivable Foy which 0 Man can take from him. 

Theod. Happy indeed ! thrice happy is he, and high- 
ly blefled of God, that fo carries himfelf upon his Sick- 
Bed, as that he may be fit either for Life or Death, to 
live to God’s Glory, if reftor’d to Health, or to enter 
upon a heavenly Inheritance, if he fhall be tranflated 
hence. | 

Anchith. Oh that I may be found in this Number 5 
that, poor guilty Sinner as Iam, I may bear my Sicknefs 
as Lought, and may be fitted by it for a better State! 


A Prayer for a right Chriftian Deportment ia 
Time of Sicknefs. 


'@) Bleffed and ghvriows Lord God, who delighteft not in 
the Death of a Sinner, but rather that he turn from his 
Wrckednefs and live ; and who doft not afflitt willingly, nor 
grieve the Children of Mei; look gracioufly upon me, thine 
unworthy Servaut, lying here in great Weakuefs of Body. 
Speak Peace to my Soul, and affure me that thou art reconcil a 
to me, and wilt forgive me all mine Offences. Teach me alfo 
to behave my felf under thy Chaftifement as becomes the State 
whereto thou haft reduc’d me. Wean my Heart from the 
World, and all thofe tranfitory Enjoyments in it, which are of 
folittle Advantage to me now, and which I muft be fure to 
leave behind me, whenfoever I fhall be taken hence : Fit me for 
whatever thou defigneft for me, whether in this, or in another 
World. And whether it be to live or die, let my Heart be 
entirely refigned-cor thy moft wife Deterysination ccnverning me. — 
Renew in me, moft loving Father, rynatfoever is decay'd by 
the Fraud and Malice of the Devil, or by my own carnal VA 

and Frailuefs. Continne me in the Unity of the Church, ana 
the true Faith of the Gofpel, that I neither fall into Schifi, 
wor Herefy, uor Sin of any Kind. Confider my Contrition 3 

a mae 
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accept my Tears ; aud affwage my Pain, as fhall feem to thee 
moft expedient for me. Enable me in all Cafes ftedfaftly to 
rely upon thy Promifes, and never to diftruft thy Care of thofe 
that put their Truft inthee. Hear me for my felf, and hear all 
thofe that pray fur me. Watch over me continually for good. 
And never leave me, nor forfake me, till thou fbalt have fitted 
me for, and brought me to thy heavenly Kingdom, through Fe- 
fis Chrift our Lord. Amen. | 


Theod. God, infinitely good and gracious, grant — 
your Heart’s Defire. But as to what I was faying con- 
cerning the Happinefs of thofé who carry themfelves a- 
right upon their Sick-Bed, give me Leave, Auchithanes, 
to recommend to your ferious Confideration and Pra- 
ice, Bifhop Taylor's Advice in his Rules and Exercifes of 
Holy Dying. *° Be confident, that although God often ~ 
* fends Pardon without Corredtion, yet he never fends 
“ Correction without Pardon, unlefs it be thy Fault : 
* And therefore take every, or any Affliction, as an Ear- 
neft-Penny of thy Pardon : And upon Condition there 
may be Pardon with God, let any thing be welcome, 
that he can fend as its Inftrument, or Condition. 
Suffer God to choofe his own Circumftances of a- 
dopting thee, and be content to be under Difcipline, 
when the Reward of that is to become the Son of 
God. + We may reckon Sicknefs amongft good — 
Things, as we reckon Rhubarb, and Aloes, and 
Child-birth, and Labour, and Obedience, and Difci- 
pline. ‘Thefe are unpleafant, and yet fafe ; they are 
Troubles in order to Bleffings, or they are Securities 
from Danger, or the hard Choices of a lefs and more 
tolerable Evil. . ae! 

_ Anchith, Tam not without fome Hope, that though 
_ Almighty God juftly: punifhes me for my Sin, yet he 
will not totally také@way his Mercy from me, efpecially 
-confidering what’ my good Friends have already dif+ 
courfed upon this Subje&, p.76, Ue. | : 
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Theod. Take Courage, good Anchithanes 3 and do 

not fuffer your felf to be overwhelmed with needlefs 

Fears and Jealoufies. Affure your felf, that how many, — 
and how great foever your Sins be, the Mercies of 

God are more and greater. He is a God of infinite ~ 
Commiferation, and (a) mighty to fave, ™ merciful, and gra- 
cious, long-fuffering, abundant in Goodnefs and Truth, for- 
giving Iniquity, Tranfereffion, and Sin, And though he 
will not clear the guilty, yet he is ready to (4) fhew Mercy 
unto T houfands of them that love him, and keep his Command- 
ments. His (c) Loving-kindnefs has been ever of old. Yet 
has his Pity and Compaffion, and his Willingnefs to be 
reconcil’d to Fallen Man, been incomparably more glori- 
oufly difplay’d by the Gofpel of our bleffed Saviour, who 
has (d) confecrated for us a new and living Way through the 
Veil, that is to fay, bis Flefb, afvtumed at his Incarnation, 
and at length offer’d upon the Crofs for us ; and has over 
and over promis’d free Pardon and Forgivenefs, to fuch 
as with an humbleand truly penitent Heart, fue for it 
through his Mediation. (e) He is a Prince and a Saviour, 
exalted by God’s right Hand, and empower d to give Repen- 
tance and Remilfion of Sins. And (f) thofe that come to 
him, as they ought, he will in no wife caft out. This is 
reviving News toa difconfolate Soul, an enlivening Me- 
 dicine for a dejected Mind. And youought to fupport. 
your felf with the Thoughts of fuch ineftimable Conde- 
{cenfion, and not to doubt but upon your true Faith, 
and fincere Repentance, you will receive the Benefit of 
all our Lord has thus gracioufly done, and fuffered for 


ou. 

‘ Anchith. God grant I may. Iam unfeignedly forry 
for all my ‘Tranfgreffions, and defirous to amend and 
- walk more holily for the future, if it fhall pleafe God 
to allow me afarther Time of Trial. And Ido beg of 
God, through Sefus Chriff my Redeemer, to look in 
- Mercy upon me, a poor, helplefs, guilty, wretched 
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(a) If4. 63. 1. * Exod. 34. 6, ms (6) Exod. 20. 6. (¢) Plal.25.5. 
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Sinner, that have vilely offended him, and given him 
juft Occafion to cut me off, and fwear in his Wrath that I 
Shall never enter into his Ref?. 1 am fully fatisfied of the 
Efficacy of our Saviour’s Sufferings, and the Atonement 
thereby made for alt Mankind. But ftill my Fear is, 
that I am not fo qualified, as to have juft Grounds to 
conclude, that the Promifes of the Gofpel belong to me. 
Eufeb. Take Care, I befeech you, that you do not 
wrong your felf, by acaufelefs Diftruft of that abundant 
Goodnefs, that has made you. Remember it is moft 
certain, that where-ever Repentance and Faith are, 
there are likewife God’s Mercy, Favour, and Loving- 
Kindnefs, and as an undoubted Confequent thereof, the 
Pardon of Sin, and a Title to Salvation. (¢) Becaufe he 
confidereth, faith the Prophet Ezekiel, and turneth away 
from all his Tranfgreffions that he hath committed, he {hall 
Surely live, he foall not die. And again, (hb) Repent and 
turn your felves from all your Tranfgreffions, fo Iniquity {hall 
not be your Ruin. And to the fame Purpofe, fays St. Peter, 
(i) Repent and be converted, that your Sins may be blotted out. 
And (k) he that believeth on me, faith our Saviour, though he 
were dead, yet hall he live; and whofoever liveth and belie- 
veth in me, fhall never die. And at another Time (/) God 
So lov’d the World, that he gave his only begotten Son, tothe 
end that whofoever believeth ix him, that is, fo as to obey 
Vi Commands, as well as to hope for Salvation by his | 
Means, as is abundantly evident from the whole Intent 
and Defign of the Gofpel, as well as from numerous — 
particular Texts in it; that whofoever thus believes in 
him, fhould not perifh, but have everlafting Life. For God 
Sent not his Son into the World to condemn the World, but 
that the World through him might be fav’ d. 
Auchith, Thefe are very comfortable Sayings ; God 
give me Grace never to forget them. 

Auchith, There is another highly encouraging Paflage 

in the Gofpel, which I would entreat you not to forget 
ec chi. mA ih AE MI ay 
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Aunchith. Pray what is it ? I will take Care to re- 
member it. 

Theod. I mean what St. Luke relates of the prodigal 
Son, to whofe Sins I perfwade my felf you will not pre- 
tend to equal your's; and yet he found Mercy upon his 
Return ; and to that Degree, that ourSaviour tells us up- 
on this Occafion, not only, that (m) there is Foy in the Pre- 
fence of the Angels of God over a Sinuer that repenteth, but 
even, (i) that there fball be more “foy in Heaven over one Sin- 
ner that repenteth, than over ninety and nine juft Perfous that 
need no Repentance. So kind, fo ready is our good and 
gracious God to receive a returning Sinner into his 
Favour, that he feems almoft to be better pleafed 
ue fuch an one’s Recovery, than if he had never gone 
aftray. 

Eufeb. 'That Parable of the returning Prodigal is of 
fingular Importance. Itisin *Grotiws’s Judgment, the 
molt famous of all our Saviour’s Parables; the moft affectionate, 
and fet forth in the livelieft Colours. 

Theod. And not without Reafon. For in it we have 
defcrib’d to us, the Evil and Mifchief of a vicious Courfe 
of Life, the admirable Efficacy and Advantage of Re- 
pentance, the immenfe Benignity and Compaffion of 
Almighty God to relenting, returning Sinners, and the 
aftonifhing Kindnefs and Affection wherewith he re- 
ceives them upon their Return. See here an unbridled 
Youth, in the midft of his juvenile Heat and Aduvity, 
cafting off the Yoke, that he might the more fecurely, 
and with the lefs Fear or Interruption, purfwe his licen- 
tious finful Inclinations, goiwg into a far Country, to be at 
a Diftance from his aged Father, fo as neither to be un- 
der his Eye, nor be difturb’d by fuch wholefome Advice 
as he had refolv’d before-hand not to attend to, or be 
influenc’d by. See him taking his fill of fenfual Pleafures, 
{tudying all the moft extravagant Gratifications of an 


(m) St. Luke 1. ro. (2) Ver. 7. : 
_* Inter omnes Chrifti parabolas eximia, plena. afletuum, & pulcher~ 

primis picta Coloribus. Gro. in V. 20, 
? ) unbridled. 
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unbridled Luft, {pending his Eftate * iz riotous Living, and 
withHarlots, without any Chought of returning to himfelf, 
orto his nativeCountry, and his Father’ sHoufe,till meer 
Neceflity, and the dreadful Mifery he had thus fenfelefly 
brought upon himfelf, forced him to it. See him who 
had thus thoughtlefly wafted his Portion in all Manner 
of Excefs, expos’d in a while (asit ordinarily happens to 
the Intemperate and Debauched) to the Extremity of 
Want and Penury, thruft out of his coftly Lodgings, 
divefted of his glittering Attire, at the utmoft Lofs for 
meer Neceflaries for his Subfiftance, conftrained to earn 
his Bread in the Sweat of his Brows, and in the moft 
fervile and abje& Manner, by t feeding the Swine, and even 
brought fo low as to defire that he might partake of the 
fame Food with them, and no Man gave unto him. See 
him again wrought upon by thefe difmal Effects of his 
Folly, and defirous to humble himfelf to his offended 
Father, in the moft fubmiffive Manner, that, if poffible, 
he might obtain Admittance into his Family, though it 
were but in Quality of one of his Under-Servants, ra- 
ther than perifh with Hunger in a foreign Nation. For 
thus he began to reafon with himfelf: How is it, that I, 
who have indeed deferv’d my Father’s utmoft Indignati- 
on, that he fhould no longer own me for his Son, feeing ] 
have fo fhamefully abus’d his Kindnefs and Bounty to 
me, yet know his Goodnefs to be fuch, that I cannot 
doubt but he will take fome Notice of me, and receive 
me, I hope, into his Houfe again, though it were but in 
the Place of one of the meaneft of his Attendants ; 
where at leaft I may be fupplied with thofe Neceflaries 
my Nature calls for, and not linger out my Time, as I 
do here,pinched with Hunger, and choaked with Thirf ; 
how 1s it that I thus fenfelefly continue to prolong my 
~Mifery, without feeking that Redrefs, which I can hard- 
ly fail of upon my Repentance? Why doI delay to 
implore fo kind a Father’s Pardon, that I may not re= 
main deftitute of thofe Conveniencies, and that Provi~ 
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fion of Food, which all that belong tohim are furnifh’d 
with ? I will no longer thus obftinately punifh my felf, 
but will try the tender Bowels of a compaffionate Parent, 
in hope he will not rejetme when Ido fo. * How many 
hired Servants of my Father's have Bread enough, and to 
Spare, and I perifh with hae I will avife and go to my 

Father, and will fay unto him, Father, I have finned againft 
Heaven, and before thee, and am no more worthy to be called 
thy Son 3; make me as one of thy hired Servants. And now 
behold the wonderful Compaffion of Almighty God to 
_ penitent Sinners, lively reprefented in the Father’s joy- 
ful Reception of this former Reprobate. His difpleafure 
againft fo undutiful a Son is immediately laid afide, upon 
the firft Appearance of Amendment. His Bowels pre- 
fently yearn towards him, and in a manner prevent the 
Prodigal’s Humiliation, and Confeffion of his paft Wick+ 
ednefs. He could not fuffer himfelfto ftay for the other's 
coming to him; but as foon as ever he difcovered him 
ata Diftance, ¢oxanyxvioSu,his Heart was moved within 
him, and he was diflolved into Love and Pity, and 
haftened above the ufual Pace of a Father, efpecially 
when going to meet a Child, and more efpecially again 
- fuch an undutiful, gracelefs,unworthy Child,as this had 
been. He had not Patience to ftay for his Son’s Ap- 
proach,much lefs could he find inhis Heart to withdraw 
himfelf, as one that was angry. His Refentment was 
all buried in a fpeedy Oblivion ; and nothing now ap- 
pear d but the fondeft Careffes of one who had fo little 
deferv'd them, and againft whom he had been fo juftly, 
fo lately, and fo highly incenfed. All on a fudden, 
nothing was tobe feen but Joy and Gladnefs, and the 
heartieft Endearments, together with all other Tokens 
of Mirth, for the Recovery of a loft Child. (a) Wher 
he was yet a great Way off, his Father faw him, and had 
Compaffion, and ran, and fell on his neck, and kiffed him 
and faid to his Servants, Bring forth the beft Robe, and put . 
it on him, and put a Ring on his Finger, and Shoes on his 


* Ver, 17, 18, 19, (4) Ver, 204 
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let us eat and bé merry. For this my Son was dead, and is 
alive again, andwas loft, andis found. A comfortable Re- 
femblance of the infinite Mercy of our heavenly Father, 
and his ineffable Commiferation for the greateft of Sin- 
ners, and the Certainty they may promife themfelves of 
a favourable Acceptance with him, fothey do but re- 
nounce their finful Cour’es,and walk as becomes the ho- 
ly Profeffion they have taken upon them. Let them 
but (c) repent, and turn to God, and do works meet for 
Repentance, and they need not fear that he will fhew 
himfelf irreconcileable to them. On the contrary, they 
may encourage themfelves with a well-grounded Ex- 
pectation of a gracious Reception, and of great Joy 
and rejoicing in Heaven at their Converfion. When- 
ever they come to themfelves, and are difpos’d to return 
to their provok’d Father,acknowledging their Offences, 
and repenting of all their Riot and Excefs, and all the 
Wickednefs they had fallen into, they will find him 
more ready to forgive, than they are to fue to him for 
Forgiveneis. When the Prodigal did but make fome 
Advance towards his Father, whilft he was yet at a 
Diftance, the Father impatient of Delay, runs to him, 
embraces, and kifles him, with the utmoft Affection, 
and entertains him with Joy ; and that no ordinary and 
common Joy, but even more than if, after the Example 
of his elder Brother, he had all along continued with, 
and been dutiful to him. 

Anchith, Oh the great, the exceeding great, and in- 
finite Goodnefs of Almighty God ! 

Theod. Here you fee that verified, which was fpoken 
in the Old ‘Teftament, by the Mouth of the Prophet 
Feremiah (d) Return you back/liding Ifrael, faith the Lord, 
and I will not caufe mine Anger to fall upon you: For I am 
merciful, faith the Lord, and I will not keep Anger for ever. — 
Oily acknowledge thine Iniquity, that thou haft tranfgrefs’d, 
and haft fcatter’d thy ways to the Strangers under every green 
Tree, and ye have not obey'd myVoice, faith the Lord. urn, 

(6) Adts.26.20. (d) Jer. 3. rz, 13; 14,15. 
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O hackfliding Children, faith the Lord, for Iam married un- 
to you: And I will take you one of aCity, and two of a Fa 
mily, and I will bring you to Zion, And I will give you 
Paftors according to mine Heart, which fhall feed you 
with Knowledge and Underftanding. And a little af- 
ter, (e) Return, ye backfliding Children, and Iwill heal your 
Backflidings. Ashe alfo faith by another Prophet, (f) 
As Llive, faith the Lord God, Ihave no Pleafure in the Death 
of the Wicked, but that the Wicked turn from his Way and 
dive: Turn ye, turn ye from your evil Ways ; for why will ye 
die, O Houfe of Ifrael ? The Righteoufnefs of the Righteous 


Shall not deliver him in the Day of his Tranfgrelfion: As for . 


the Wickednefs of the Wicked, he fhall not fall thereby in the 
Day that he turneth from his Wickednefs. And again, (¢) 
Caft away from you all your Tranfgreffions, whereby ye have 
tranfgreffed, and make you anew Heart, and a new Spirit ; 
for why will ye die, O Houfe of Ifrael ? For I have no Pleafure 
iz the Death of him that dieth, faith the Lord God: Wherefore 
turn your felves and live ye. 

Anchith. 'True ; but thefe Words were fpoken to the 
Jews ; and how fhall I be fure they relate to us as well 
as to them ? OY Ai 

Theod. Befides what I have faid concerning the Para- 
ble now infifted upon, (which was fpoken by our Saviour 
to his Difciples, and fo plainly teftifies the great Love of 
God to penitent Sinners amongft us Chriftians) you will 
eafily anfwer this Doubt your felf, if you but attenda 
while to what the Apoftles have fpoken in relation to it. 


Of aTruth,fays St.Peter,(h) I perceive that God is no Refpefter. - 


of Perfons ; but in every Nation, he that feareth God, and 
worketh Righteoufuefs, is accepted with him. Agreeably 


wheretoSt. Paul argues, (i) Is he the God of the Fews only 2 
| Ts he not alfo of the Gentiles? Yes, of the Gentiles alfo. Seeing 


it is one God which {hall juftify the Circumcifion by Faith, and 
the Uncircumcifion through Faith. And in another Place, 
(k) There is no Difference between the Few and the Greek ; 


fe) Jer. 3. xa (f) apd De Ea OF (g) Chap. 18. 31, 32: 


(h) A&s 10. 34, 35. t) Rom. 3. 29, 30. 
(k) Chap. 10, 12, 13, ( ; at , 
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for the fame Lord over all, is rich unto all that call upon him 
For whofoever fhall call on the Name of the Lord, fhall be 
fav’d. And again, faith the Apoftle, (J) Whatfoever 
Things were written aforetime, were written for our Learning; 
that we through Patience and Comfort of the Scriptures might 
have Hope. And yet moreé fully, (m) Remember that ye 
being in Time paft Gentiles in the Flefh, who are call’d Uncir- 
cumcifion by that which is call’d the Circumcifion in the Flefh 
made with Hands ; That at that Time ye were without Chrift, 
being Aliens from the Commonwealth of Ifrael, and Strangers 
from the Covenants of Promife, having no Hope, and without 
God in the World: But now in Chrift Fefus, ye who 
fometimes were far off, ave made nigh by the Blood of Chrift. 
For he is our Peace, who hath made both one, and 
hath broken down the middle Wall of Partition between 
us; having abolifh’'d in his Flefh the Enmity, even the 
Law of Commandments contain’d in Ordinances, for to 
make ix himfelf of twain one new Man, fo making Peace; 
and that he might reconcile both unto God, in one Body by the 
Crofs, having flain the Enmity thereby ; and came and preach’d 
Peace to you that were afar off, and to them that were nigh. 
For through him we both have au Accefs by one Spirit unto the 
Father. Now therefore, ye are no more Strangers and Foreign- 
ers, but Fellow-Citizens with the Saints, and of the Houfbold 
of God: And are built upon the Foundations of the Apofiles; 
and Prophets, Sefus Chrift himfelf being the Chief Corner- 
Stone : In whom all the Building fitly fram’ d together, groweth 
unto an holy Temple in the Lord. In whom you alfoare 
builded together, for an Habitation of God through the Spirit: 

Auchith. For ever blefled be the Lord our God ; who 
hath madeus Gentiles Partakers of his heavenly Bleflings 
through Chrift. 

Eujeb. ‘There is no Caufe of Defpair for any Peni- 
tent, how heinous foever his Sins have been. (%) For 
the Son of Man came to feek and to fave that which was loft. 
Anda Man’s having been a Heathen, ora Publican, or 
a Sinner, in his former Life, doth not incapacitate him 
ce anneal 


(i) Rom. 15.4. (m) Ephef. 2. 11, Ge. (a) St. Luke. ere: 
Of 
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for receiving Benefit by our Lord, but contrariwife gives 
him a fair Title to it uponhis Repentance. For this 
was the End of Chrift’s coming into the World,namely, 
to reduce Sinners to Repentance, and obtain Mercy for 
them. (0) He isthe Lamb of God, that takes away the Sins 
of the World, both the Guilt and the Punifhment of 
them ; “ Who was flain, fays a Learned Commentator, 
** (p) as a peculiar Victim, to redeem us to God by his 
_ “ Blood, to procure us the Remiffion of Sins, and to 
“exempt all that believe in him from the Sentence of 
* Death, which came upon the World for the Sin of 
“* Adam.” 1 add, and for all thofe numerous a@ual 
Tranfgreffions, whereof every one of us is guilty before 
him. So that now, (q) if any Man fall into whatfoever 
Sort of Sin, we have a powerful Advocate with the Father, 
Fefus Chrift the righteous, the holy and juft one, in whom 
alone was no Sin, and he is a Propitiation for our Sins, 
and not for ours only, but for the Sins of the whole World. 

Anchith. ‘Therefore I will truft in God thro’ Chrift 
my Redeemer and Interceflor. And whether he punifhes 
me for the Trial of my Faith, or for my Sins, that by 
this Means he may reclaim me from them, or for what- 
foever other Caufe, I will take the Boldnefs to call upon 
him, with Hope of Mercy from him. 

Theod. Undoubtedly you may, and ought to do it: 
He has both commanded it, and promis’d to hear you 
when you do it. 

Auchith, Where is that Commandment, or that Pro= 
‘mife to be found in Scripture ? | 
- Theod. In divers Places, both of the Old and New 
‘Teftament. But to avoid Prolixity, I fhall give you only 
an Inftance out of each. As to the former, (1) Call upon 
me iu the time of Trouble, fays God by the Pfalmift, fo Twill 
hear thee, and thou fhalt praife me; or as it is in the other 

-'Tranflation, Iwill deliver thee,and thou fhalt glorifyme. Here 
God not only requires to feck to him in time of A filiion, 


I (St. John"s. 29, (p) Dr. Whitby in log, (q) St. Joha 
of 1, ho SG P&al. 50, 15. | By 
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but promifes a gracious Anfwer to the Prayers thus put 
upto him. And as to the other, it isthe Apoftle St. Paul’s 
Direction, (f) whatever your Grievances be,to be careful, 
anxioufly folicitous for wothing, but in every thing by Prayer 
aud Supplication, with Thankfgiving, to let your Requefts be 
made known uuto God. And then it follows, The Peace, 
the Love and Favour of God, which paffeth all Underftan- 
dinz, foal keep your Hearts and Minds through Chrift Fefus 5 
you thail be preferved firm and fiedfaft in him and his 
Do&rine ; and fhail be enabled to bear with Patience and 
Contentednefs of Mind, whatfoever fhall be laid upon 
you. Fear not therefore in this your Sicknefs diligently, 
and without ceafing, to Ay to God for Succour and Eafe, 
nothing doubting but he will favourablyhear you,and will 


grant your Requeft, fo far as fhall be expedient for you. — 
(¢) Ais Exes ave over the Righteous, aud his Ears ave open unto’ ~ 


their Prayers. (u). He is the God that heaveth Prayers ; and 
to him foal all Fh come. (x) The Lord is Righteous in all 


bis Ways, and holy in all his Works 5 nigh unto all them that — 


call upon him, to all fuch.as call upon him faithfully, He will 
fulfil the Defire of them that fear him: He alfo will hear 


their Cry, aud will belp them. And this therefore, fays: 
St. Soha, (y) is the Cenfidence we have in him, that if we 
ask any Thing according to bis Will, he heareth us. And-if 


ave kuow that he hear us, whatfuever we ask, we know that we 


have the Petitions, tWat we defir'd of him. 


Enfeb. And to. this Remedy the faithful Servants of 


Goi have alwaysbetaken themfelves in their Afflidiions, — 


and have found the good Efiec of their, Prayers. 
Theod. They have fo, as appears from Multitudes of 
Inflances in Scripture.,. Good King Hezekiah being af- 


Army, and the Receipt of Rabjockah’s proud. and blaf-, 

phemoufly domineering Letter, (2) went up tothe Houfe 

of the Lord, and foread the Letter before the Lord, and 
ail nla sa at atest has le it Aetna = i 


Shin beethelh 


(Phil. 4. 6, 7. (¢) Pfal. 34. 15: (4) Pal. 6s. 2 
(BIPRL453/17, 1th Vt (y) 1 Ste John 5. 14. 15. 7 
(£) 18.37.14. : # 
* jiu 


praya 


frighted at the Appearance of Semwacherib’s numerous — 
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pray d unto the Lord, to vindicate his Cauge. * And the 


Event of his Addrefs was, that the Prophet J/aiah was 


fent, to promife him Satery and Deliverance. f An 
accordingly the Angel of the Lord went forth, and fmote in 
the Camp of the Aftyrians, an Hundred aud fourfcore and 
five thoufand ; and when they arofe iu the Morning, they rweve 
all dead Corpfes. \\ And at another time being directed to 
_ fet his Houfe in order, to difpofe of his temporal Concerns, 
becaufe the Time was come that he mutt die and not 
live, that istofay, his Difeafe wasmortal, and he could 
not hope to recover by any natural Means, 4e hereupon 
turned his Face to the Wall, and pray d, and wept fore. (a) 
Aud the Lord heard his Prayer, and beheld his Tears, and 
\ fent the Prophet back to him with a Promife of Dehve- 
rance, and an Afflurance that on the Third Day he fbould go 
up tothe Houfe of rbe Lord. Aud the Lord added to hiy Days 
fifteen Years. (b) Daniel in like manner, who at other 
Times made his Supplications no lefs than three Times 
a Day, we may be fure would not negle& to do it, 
qwhen in the Lion’s Den ;(c) nor Shadrach, Mefbach, and 
| Abednego, when in the frery Furnace. And lo the 
aftonifhing Return they met with !.(d) God fent his Angel, 
and {hut the Lion’s Mouths, that they foould not hurt the 
one; and fo damp’d the Violence of the Fire, (¢) that it 
had xo Power over the others; wor was an Huir of their 
Head finged, neither were their Coats changed, ior the Smelt 
of Fire had paffed on them. (f) So fora pray d unto the 
Lord his God, out of the Fifh’s Belly, and by this Means 
obtain’d Deliverance; (z) for the Lord fpake unto the kif, 
and it vomited out Souah upon the dry Land. And as David 
cried unto the Lord in all his Troubles, and was deliver d; 
fo did his own, and his People’s Anceftors before him 
from Age to Age, and obtain’d the like Relief, as 
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* Ver. 21, Ge. + Ver. 36. ll 2 Kings 20.-1, 2,3. 
(a) Ver. 5, 6. (2) Dan. 6. to. {e) Chap: 3. 92. 
. Chap. 6. 22s ({e) Chap. 3. 27: (f) Jpnah, 2. 1, ee, 
). Ver. 10. } 
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himfelf teftifies. (+) Our Fathers hoped in thee, they 
trufted in thee, and thou didft deliver thems. they call a 
upon thee, and were holpen, they put their Truft in thee, 
and were not confounded. (i) When St. Paul and 
Silas were caft into Prifon. and their feet made fait 
in the Stocks, they failed not to apply themfelves 
to God for Redrefs, by Night as well as by Day. 
(k) For behold at Midnight they pray’ a and fang Praifes 
unto God; and the Prifoners heard them. And then it 
follows, (2) And fuddenly there was a great Earthquake, 
fo that the Foundations of the Prifon were foaken; and imme- 
diately all the Doors weré open’d, and every one's Bands were 
joofed. "Thus when (m) St. Peter was kept in Prifon at 
Ferufalem, Prayer was made unto God without ceafing for 
him. And though one would have thought him, whilft 
within thofe Walls,to have been fufiiciently fecur’d from ~ 
making his efcape; yet it came to pats, that whilft 
(n) he was fleeping betwixt Two Soldiers, bound with Two 
Chains, within, aud on the outfide, the Keepers before the 
Door kept the Prifin; (o) yet this hinder’d not, but that 
the Angel of the Lord came upon him, and a Light foined in 
the Prifou; and he Jmote Peter on the Side, and vais d him 
up, faying, avife up quickfy, And his Chains fell off from his 
Hands. (p) And when they were paft the firft and Jecond 
Ward, they came to the Iron Gate which leadeth into the City, 
cubich open’d to-rhem of its own accord, and let them out, 
And $u/tin Martyr tells us of the Thundering Legion, ~ 
syhich as it confifted of Chriftians, fo was a miracu- 
Jous Deliverance wrought at their Supplication, in a 
“Time of great Neceflity. (q) For when Marcus An-~ 
toninus and his Army, whereof thefe were a Part, 
were like to perifh by Hunger and ‘Thirft, but efpe- 
cially by the latter of them, not having had a Supply 
of Water for Five Daystogether ; no fooner did thele 


a 


(hb) Phal. 22. 4 5. (i) A&ts 16, 23, 24, (k, Ver. 257, 
(1) Ver. 26. (m) Acts 12..5. (2) Ver. 6, 
-(0) Vor. 7. (p) Ver. Jo. (q) Juftin Mart. Apel. 2, 
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Chriftians proftrate themfelves upon the Ground, cal- 
ling upon God for their Relief in their diftrefled Con 
dition, but suStes CHa ‘xxorsdes eegrcbey, immediately the 
Rain came pouring down from Heaven, cooling and re- 
frefhing their own Army; but a Storm of Lightning and 
Hail upon their Enemies. St. Cypriaw profefled the 
Prayers of the Chriftians to be their (x) Spiritual Weapons, 
and the Divine Darts that protected them, As Origen () 
_ alfo declares the Prayers of fuch.as are veplenifh'd with the 
holy Spirit to be heard by God, and that hereupon he 
utters his Voice from Heaven,and fends fuch blefled Showers, 
as vefre(h the Soul, And Conftantine the Great affirms (t)a 
righteous Prayer to be an invincible Defence, and that it fpall 
not meet with a Difappointment, whenoffer’d up ia Holixefs, 
But it is needlefs tounfift upon the Authority of others, 
fince the Holy Scripture is fo full to this Purpofe ; and 
efpecially confidering the exprefs Promife of our blefled 
Saviour. (a) Ask, and it {hall be. given you; Seek, and ye 
fhall find : Knock, and it fhall be opened unto you. Fux every 
one that asketh, receiveth; and he that\ feeketh, fiudeth ; and 
to him that knocketh, it fball be opened. (x) And again, 
Whatfoever ye fhall ask the Father in my Name, he will give i¢ 
yous Here is a fure Foundation to build upon. Others 
may publifh their own Experience of the Efficacy of their 
Prayers; but our Lord here gives us {uch Affurance, as 
leaves no Room to doubt whether our Prayers fhall be 
granted, fuppofing them fuch as were fit to be made by 
us, and that we ourfelves put no Obftruction in the way. 


A Prayer for Dire€tion and Affiftance to pray 
yi. No te yy ARE Ge oa a 
; d. 
S Feing I am weak and helplefs, and at my be? Eftate 
9 Thavée found, O God, by fad Experience, that without 
thee I am uot able to pleafe thee, wor know of: my Belfi 
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ont the Alfiflance of thy holy Spirit, how to pray for ang 
Toing as I ought 3 I therefore humbly beg thy Guidance and 
Direction, that all my Petitions may be according to thy Will ; 
that when I confefs my Sins, it may be with an entire Abhor- 
rence and Deteftation of them; when I offer up my Praifes, I 
may do it from atruly thankful Heart; when I ask any tem- 
poral Bleffings, any Deliverance from Danger or Mifery, any 
good Thing to be beflow’d upon me, whether Health of Body, 
a Competency of outward Enjoyments, an inward Peace and 
Satisfaétion of Mind, or whatfoever is moft defirable herve, £ 
may be fure to doit always with a perfect Submiffion to thine 
infinite wifdom ; aud when I fue for Jpiritual Favours, the 
Forgivene[s of Sin, thy holy Spivit to enlighten my Under- 
flanding, to raife my Affettions to Thee and heavenly Things, 
to alift my Weakneffes, and help my Infirmities, and enable 
me for the Performance of whatever thou vequireft of me, - 
or for eternal Life and Salvation ; I may do it in Faith and- 
Humility, and may watchfully avoid whatever tends to the 
fiuflrating my Defires. Cleanfe and purify my Soul from all 
thofe idle.and vain Fancies, thofe inordinate Inclinatious to 
the Things of this World, thofe carnal Defires and Imagina- 
tions, and all thofe irregular Motions in any kind, which are 
too apt'to mifemploy my Thoughts, and cool my Affection ; 
and even when in thy immediate Prefence, and fuing for the 
greateft Bleljings Lam capable of receiving. And fince I can- 
not ferve thee as I would, do thou make me to ferve thee in 
fuch a Manner, as thouwilt condefcend to approve of, through — 
efus Chrift, our Bleffed Saviour and Redeemer., Amen, — 


Another for the good Succefs of our Prayers. 


I]. 


ND os thou halt both commended, and encouraged me 
X10 addrefs my Jelf to thee, for. aSupply of whatever 

I fand in need of, whether in relation to-this, or to another 
‘Life; hearken to me, O° gracious Lord, whenfoever a Senfe 
of my Duty, and of my Wants, brings me to make my Sup~ 
plications before thee. Extend thy Pity and Compaffion ie) a 
iy a Ri Ae ; a 
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‘And anfwer not my Requefts according to my own Defervings, 
but according to my Needs, and thine abundant Mercies, in 
thy dearly beloved Son Fefus Chrift our Lord. Amen. | 


Eufeb. 1 prefume, Theodorus, that you have feen a 
Wook, written about fourfcore Years fince, by a very 
~ orthy Author, though not commonly taken Notice of 
now. Hewas fometime Fellow of Emanuel College in 
Cambridge, aud afterwards Rector of Jnftow in Devin- 
fbire. And his Name was Mx. Sohn Down. at: 


Theod. He had feveral ‘Treatifes publifh’d ina pret- 
ty thick Quarto, but I think, not till after his Death. 
And he was, I find by them, a very confiderable Man. 
But how came you to mention him now ¢ | 
Eufeb. Upon the Account of an admirable Paflage 
Ihave obferv’d in him, to the Point you was difcour- 
fing upon; which is fo full to the Purpofe, that Irgot 
it by’ heart fome Years ago, and have fince fo often 
thought of it, and been pleas’d with it, that Tamapt 
to think I fhall never forget it. 


* Theod. It does not occur to me at prefent. Be fo 
kind therefore as to help me out. 7 3) 


Eufeb. Ic is at the Fifty-fifth Page of his Book ; and 
begins thus. “ Prayer, as Damafcen exprefleth it, is 
« tyi@ars 2 8, the Mounting or Flying up of *the 
© Soul unto the Throne of Grace. It is the tweet In- 
“ cenfe, that weet {melling Sacrifice, that favoureth fo 
* pleafingly in the Noftrils of our God. The In- 
“portunity whereof,’ of Sfacobs makes us Lraels, 
< Wreltlers, Prevailers with God; that ifwe will} he 
“cannot go from,us, “until he hath granted .us his 
 Bleffing. For ‘t hath annex’d unto it the gracious 
7 Promife of Impetration, — ~—— Neither is theré 
any Thing fo difficult, or impoffible with Man, but 
"i by Prayer it may be obtain d. By Prayer, Abaham, 
a when he was far {tricken 1n Years, and the Womb 
i of his Wife Sarah was now dead} obtain’d of God, 
“a Son, even J/aac. By Prayer, Facob efcaped the Fu- 
ry and Danger of his Brothel Bjax. By Prayer, 
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** the Children of J/rael were deliver’d from their cruel 
Servitude and Bondage in Egypt. By Prayer, Mofes 
** ftood in the Gap, and pacified the Wrath of God, 
that he deftroyed not his People. By Prayer, and 
the lifting up of his Hands, the fame Mofes over- 
threw the Hofts of the Amalekites. By Prayer, Yofbua 
{topped the Courfe of the Sun, and God was obe- 
dient to the Voiceof a Man. By Prayer, Sampfon 
revenged himfelf upon his Enemies, and ruined the 
. Houle of Dagon upon the Philiftines. By Prayer, So- 
Jomon obtain’d an incomparable Meafure of Wifdom 
 fromGod. ByPrayer, Hezekiah. being at the Point 
** of Death, had fifteen Years more added to his Life. 
By Prayer, Daniel, {topped the Mouths of the Lyons. 
The Three Children quenched the fiery Furnace,that 
not a Hair of their Head perifh’d, Sonah was dif- 
** charg’d of the Whales Belly. And the Prifon Gates 
open'dof their own Accord, to enlarge St. Peter. It 
‘ isa Panchrefton, available for all Things. It cureth 
* Difeafes, difpoflefleth Devils ; it fanétifieth the Crea- 
tures unto us, unlocketh the Gates of Heaven, and 
procureth the coming of the Holy Ghoft. It is fea~ 
fonable fer all Times, fit for all Places, neceflary to 
all Perfons; without it, no Bufinefs whatfoever we 
.. undertake can thrive or profper. 

Theod. This is an excellent and trueChara€er of this 
Daty of Prayer. And now, Anchithanes, feeing you have 
fuch Encouragement,to pray toGod inthis your Sicknefs, 
be fure todoit. And doit witha found and unfhaken 
Faith, as being fully perfwaded, that God will both 
gracioufly hear you, and will work in you, what fhall 
molt conduce to his Glory, ‘and the Salvation of your 
own immortal Soul. For depend upon it, He is the 
fame Lord, Yefterday, to Day, and for ever. * His 
| Handis not fhortned, that it fhall not help ; neither his Ear 
heavy, that it cannot hear. No; + Salvation fill belougeth 
to the urd, as much as ever ; and his Bleffing is upon his 
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People. Only let me defire of you, never to forget in 
whofe Hand you are, foas to take upon you to choofe 
for your felf; and notrather, to commit yourfelf, and 
all your Concerns, to the Divine Difpofal. And parti- 
cularly, as to your prefent State, be not folicitous for 
Life. But, foras much as you know not, what is moft 
expedient for you, leave it to Almighty God to deter- 
mine as fhall beft pleafe him. And be content in all 
your Prayers, intirely to fubmit your Judgment, and 
refign your Choice, to the Diredtion of his infinite Wif- 
dom; which will be fure to have a Regard for your 
trueft Intereft, incomparably beyond what any mortal 
Friend can have. Remember the Petition you have juft 
now put up to him, for a perfect Submiffion to his Will, 
~ in whatever concerns this Life, or World. And ne- 
-ver fail to prefer his Will before your own, and to ac- 
quiefce and fatisfy your felf, in whatfoever it fhall be 
his good Pleafure to ordain for you; after the Exam- 
ple of our bleffed Lord, who a little before his Paffion, 
being nearly affe&ed with the Apprehenfion of his ap- 
proaching Crucifixion, prayed three ‘Times over to his 
heavenly Father, and with great Vehemence and Ear- 
neftnefs, that thofe bitter Pains and Tortures he was 
like to fuffer, might be prevented, and le might not be 
made to undergothem. Neverthelefs, confidering that 
his Father?s Will is ever beft, and moft eligible, and 
that the Wills of all Mankind are indifpenfably oblig’d 
to yield to it; he wifh’d rather that the Will of God 
might be accomplifh’d, than his own, as he was Man; 
and accordingly furrender’d himfelf to fuffer whatfoever 
fhould be appointed him, | * O my Father, fays our Sa- 
viour, éf it be polfible, let’ this Cup pafs from me; never- 
thelefs not as I will, but as thou wilt. + O my Father, if 
this Cup may not pafs from me, except I drink it, thy Will 
be done. Andagain, the more exemplarily to fhew his 
ready Submiffion to the Divine Will. Il be prayed a Third 
Time, ufing the fame Words. Wh 
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Eufeb. If we profefs our felves Chriftians, it, will 
highly become us all, without Doubt or Hefitation, to 
follow this blefled Pattern, which our great Lord and 
Matter has fet us, in all our Prayers for temporal good 
‘Things,of whatfoever kind. And this Courfe therefore, 
Anchithanes, is neceflarily concern’d to take, in relation 
to his Sicknefs at this Time. If you pray to God to 
yemove your Diftemper, and reftore you to your for- 
mer Health, that you may yet ive a while Joxger, may 
fee good Days here on Earth, and have an Opportunity 
of ferving him better, than you have done formerly, 
you muft not infi upon your own Judgment in this 
Cafe. You mutt go onto perfeét your Preparation for 
your latter End, and muft then refign up your felf to 
God,though Death fhould appear before you, in ever fo 
frightful a Drefs. Though you were to undergo the 
fharpeft Pains and Dolours,in order to your Diflolution ; 
you ought however to remember, that it belongs not to 
you,to choofe for yourfelf. And indeed,confidering how 
fhort-fighted we all are, and how apt to impofe upon 
our felves, it is well for us, that we have one who is 
infinitely wifer, to choofe for us. Wherefore fet be- 
fore your felf the Example of our blefled Lord, when 
ander abundantly greater Agonies, than any you have 
felt; and behave your felf with the fame Humility 
and Submiffion that he did. Call to mind how * he hum- 
bled himfelf, and became obedient .uuto Death, even the 
Death of the Crofs. And then look forward for your En- 
couragement, and fee what height of Glory follow’d 
_ hereupon;. how t God alfo highly exalted him, and gave 
hima Name, which is above every Name, that at the Name 
of Fefus, every’ Knee foould bow, of Things in Heaven, and 
» Things in Earth, and Things under the Earth; and that 
every Tongue fhould confess that Fefus Chrift ws Lord, to 
the Glory of God the Father. Remember moreover, what 
St. Peter tells us, of his,Submiffion to his. Father's 
Will, that he not only died to make Atonement for 
*$ Phil. 2.8. + Ver. 9, to. 
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our Sins, but to fet usa Pattern for our Imitation, that 
he || fuffer’d for us, leaving us an Example, that we fhould 
follow his Steps. . : 


A Prayer for Patience and Refignation to the 
Divine Will. | | 


I. 


@) Lord! Thy Will be done, and uot mine. I confefs, O 
heavenly Father, that Ihave juftly deferv’d much hea- 
vier Punifoment at thy Hand, than this Sicknefs I hear groan 
under. If thou fhouldeft be extream to mark what 
were done amifs, O Lord, who may abide it ? Iam very 
fure that I, poor, wretched Sinner, cannot. Ihave fyned, 
O Lord; Ihave finned againft thy holy Laws, and broken thy 
Commandments, Times without Number, and am highly fen- 
fible that whatfoever I fuffer, I fuffer defervedly, and fhould 
have done fo, had it lien upon me much heavier than it does. 
‘Thou, O Lord, art Righteous in all thou haft brought upon 
me: but I have done very foolifoly, and have thereby given 
thee juf Occafion, to have proceeded in a far feverer Man- 
ner againft me. I humbly fubmit to the -ftroke of thy Rod, 
befeeching thee to give me Grace, now and at all Times, to’ 
bear whatever thou layeft upon me, with both Patience and 
Thaukfulnefs. Suffer me not fo much as once to murmur, 
fret, or be diffatisfied at thy Difpofal of me. But grant me, 
with the utmoft Submilftom and Refignation to thy holy Will, 
to wait thy good Pleafure, and be always upon my Watch, 
till my great Change come, in a full Affurance that I fuffer 
nothing, but by the Direttiun of the perfecteft Wifdom and 
Gooduefs, and what, if I be not wanting to my felf, fhall 
undoubtedly turn to the Glory of thy great Name, and the 
Safety and Welfare of my own Soul, through Fefus Chrift our, 
Lord. Amen. Pe ak |: Ms 
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A Prayer for a fan&tified Ule of Sickne&, 


il. 


Lord our heavenly Father, Almighty aud everlafting 

God, who as thou multiplieft thy Bleffings and Benefits 
upon Mankind, dof likewife at other Times fend Sicknefs 
and Difeafes, either for their Correction and Amendment, or 
gn order to their Tranflation into another State, look upon me 
with an Eye of Pity, in this low and weak Condition, 
evhereto I am reduc'd. Make thou all my Bed in my 
Sicknefs. Comfort me, and fupport me under this thy fatherly 
Vifitation, Sanétify it to me, that it may be a Means of pu- 
vifying my Heart, and raifing it up to the Things above. And 
make thou me move and more in love with that other better 
State, wherein I {hak neither Sin any more, nor be Sick, or 
Die any move. Lknow, O Lord, that of very faithful- 
nefs, thou haft caufed me to be troubled; aud that my 
Sickue{s [ball never hurt me, unlefs through my own Fault. 
Ob! fuffer me wot.to be fo much mine own Enemy, as to turn 
it againft my felf. But of thy infinite Mercy turu thou it 
to my Advantage, that as it gives me a Profpelt of my lat- 
ter End, fo it may conduce to make me the fitter for it. 
Uphold my drooping Spirits, Strengthen my weak aud lan- 
guifbing Soul. Confirm all my good Purpofes and Refolutions. 
And grant that the Refult of all, may be Glory to thee my 
God, and Happinefs and Salvation to me thine unworthy and 
fisful Creature. Deny me not this, I moft humbly befeech 
thee, thro’ Fefus Chrift our Saviour and Redeemer, Amen, 


Eufeb. God has hitherto been merciful to you; and 


you need not queftion but he will be fo to the End. 
Auchish, This ts my great Support, * 


Anothey 
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Another to the fame Purpofe., 


iif. 


ORD, I humble pray thee, perfect what thou haft begun 
in me. O thou God of Peace! fanétify me wholly, that 
my whole Spirit, and Soul, and Body, may be preferv d blame- 
lefs unto the coming of dur Lord Fefus Chrift. Amen. | 


Eufeb. I hope, by this Time, Theodarus has fully 
fatisfied you, that you have no Reafon to conceive, that 
God Almighty has caft you out of his Favour, though 
his Hand lies fomewhat heavy at prefent; or that 
he will not héar you when you call upon him as you 
otight. , | 
‘Anchith. I thank you both for your Kindnefs and Pa- 
tience towardsme. And I muft own my felf convine’d, 
that I haveall the Reafon inthe World, tobear patient- 
Jy, whatfoever it pleafes God to lay upon me. You 
fave taught me, that Sufferings are no Sign of God's 
Hatred ; thathe hasdeclar’d himfelf ready totake Care 
of all that faithfully put their Truft in him; that he 
has made gracious Promifes to the ews ; and that thefe 
are not fo appropriated to that People, but that we 
Chriftians have alfo a Right to them, befides thefe o- 
thers which have been fince made to our felves; and 
that whatfoever Prayers we put upto him aright, will 
certainly receive a gracious Anfwer, either fuch as we 
defire, or fuch as fhallbe better for us. All which Con- 
fiderations you may eafily fuppofe to be no fmall Confo- 
lation, to one in my weak and uneafy Condition. But 
give me Leave to be farther troublefome to you; for 
this is not all, nor indeed the main of what I defired 
and wherein Theodorus kindly undertook to gratify me: 
For I want farther to be inform’d, how I may know, 
whether Ibe fo far in God’s Favour, as that I may rea~ 
fonably expe& tobe tranflated into a ketter State, when 
T thall be taken hence, 

| Thee a 
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Theod. ‘This is a Matter of the higheft Importance 
‘that canbe, and which ought to be ferioufly and through- 
ly confider’d. And itis what I defign’d to fpeak to, fo 
{oon as the other fhould be difpatch’d, as now it is. 

Anchith. Wherefore 1 hope you will pleafe now to en= 
ter upon It. : 

Theod. Our chief Defign in attending you, was to do 
you the beft Service we are capable of, and you will be 
very little oblig’d to us, if we fhould leave the princi- 
pal Branch of the Queftion unconfider d. 

Eufeb. This in fhort is Auchithanes’s fecond Inquiry ; 
How he may make a right Judgment of himielf, and 
the Circumftances he is in, as to his furure State ; by 
what Means he may diftinguifh, whether he is fo enti- 
tled to the Promifes of the Gofpel, as that he may de- 
pend upon his having a Right to the heavenly Felicity, 
when he comes into the other World. 

Auchith. ReallySirs, I have now very little Concern 
for this World, wherein it is probable I may not have 
many Days to ftay. ButI would gladly be taught how 
I may difcern what is like to become of me, at my De- 
parture hence. 

Eufeb. And you are certainly to be greatly commend- 
ed for employing your Thoughts about your chief In- 
tereft, and ftudying to make your Calling and Elettion fure ; 
which is the great Bufinefs you came into the World 
for, and upon the Performance or Negle& whereof de- 
pends a happy or miferable Eternity. 

Theod. Many have underraken to refolve this In- 
quiry. And a great Part of them have done it with 
very little Succels. Wherefore, that Imay duly caution 
againft fuch Miftakes.as you might poffibly be liable to, 
I muft take Liberty to obferve, that none ought to couclude 
himfelf in a State of Grace, for fome good Motions that may 
now and then avife in his Mind. * Ahab humbled himfelf 
at the preaching of the Prophet Elijah, and rent his Clothes, 
and put on Sackcloth upon his Flefo, and fafted and lay in Sack- 
ae EE 
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cloth, and went foftly, DemifJo Capite, fays the vulgar Bible, 
hanging down his Head; "VY", barefoot, fays the Chaldee 

Paraphralt, Step by Step, after the Manner of Mourners, fays 

Vatablus ; hereby teftifyihg his inward Grief and Fear 

for his Injuftice, tho’ fuch as produced no Reftitution, 

or Real Amendment in any refpect.. ¢ Simon Magus, in 

Acknowledgment of his Wickednefs, defired St. Peter 

to pray for him. || Herod heard Fohn Baptift gladly, and did 

many things in Obedience to the Doétrine taught by him. 

(a) Felix trembled, when he heard St, Paul reafoning of Tem- 

perance, and Righteoufnefs, and Sfudgment to come. Yet 
they are all Reprobates. Nor on the contrary may a 

Man condemn.-himfelf for fome Coldnefs and Dampnefs 

of Spirit that he finds in himfelf, fo long as his Heart 

is truly fet to ferve the Lord, and he does it to the beft 

of his Power at that Time, tho’ not fo fuitably to his De- 

fires. As our Bodies are often out of order,and fo lefs fit 

~ for their ufual Operations; fo are our Souls too. Infomuch 
that the beft Chriftians do not find themfelves always 
alike difpos’d for God’s Service,nor able to worfhip him — 
with the fame fenfible Fervor and Affection. Yet ought 
not fuch to be difcourag’d, or to diftruft their own Con- 
dition, becaufe their Minds thro’ the Infirmity of the 
Body are not always in the fame happy Temper. ‘They 
fhould rather argue with themfelves, that this not being 
in their Powertoremedy, their Bufinefs is to bear it with 
a Chriftian Patience,and though to be fincerely humbled. 
for it, yet by no means to miftruft the Mercy of God, 
or defpair of the Acceptance of their Devotions, much 
_ lefs of their Salvation by reafon of it; it is the Heart, 
as 1 fhall obferve more fully anon, that God looks for, 
and out of which, as the wife Man fpeaks, (4) ave the 
Iffues of Life ; and fo long as this is right, they need not 
diftruft God’s Favour, by reafon of fuch Weaknefles and 
mperfections, as are naturally incident to this frail,- 

mortal State, and fo are unavoidable by us, whilft we 


_ tAcs§. 24, Ul St. Mark. 6.20, (a) Acts 24. 25, 
(3) Prov. 4. 23. | di 
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yemainin it. Neither ought any one to think the better of 
bimfelf, becaufe his Confcience fometimes recoils, and is uneafy, 
and checks and rebukes him for what he does amifs, and he 
cannot commit his Sins with the fame Eafe and Unconcernedhefs 
that thofe about him do. "This fhews him not to have finned 
himfelf beyond all Senfe of Duty, and that he is not yet 
pat feeling, (c) but not that he is freed from the Domi- 
nion of hisSins. (d) Know ye not, fays St. Paul, that to 
whom ye yield yourfelves Servants to obey, his Servants ye are 
to whom ye obey, whether of Sin unto Death, or of Obedience 
unto Righteoufnefs? The Queftion therefore is not, whe- 
ther Sin be obey’d willingly, or unwillingly ; but whe- 
ther it be obeyed at all. Forif it be, the Manis yet 
the Servant of Sin; in like manner as among Men, a 
Servant is a Servant, whilft he continues to ferve his 
Matter, though poffibly he may do it but with an un- 
willing Mind. His Checks of Confcience may prove of 
very good ufe to him, if ferioufly attended to, becaufe 
they naturally dire& toan Amendment of what he thus 
reproves himfelf for. And happy he, if he make a 
“right Improvement of them, by a fubfequent Care never 
to incur the like Guilt again, whatfoever Temptations 
he may meet with to it. But unlefs they produce this 
good Effect in him, they will but encreafe his Guilt, 
and add to his Condemnation, and inftead of entitling 
him to Heaven, will fet him at the greater Diftance from 
it. Beloved, fays St. Sfobu, (e) If our Heart condemn us, 
God is greater than our Heart, and knoweth all Things. As 
much as to fay, If our Heart condemn us, God who ob- 
ferves all the Motions of our Hearts, and knows all the 
Wickednefs that is entertain’d there,will be fure to con- 
demn ustoo. Wherefore it will be impoffible to inter- 
pret this Do€trine to the Comfort and Satisfaction of 
him who fins againft his Confcience, and fo ftands felf- 
condemned. His finning when thus warn’d againft it, 
argues him to have a Senfe of his Duty, and the Unrea- 
fonablenefs and Danger of tranfgreffing it, and that 


(¢) Ephel. 4. 19. (4) Rom, 6. 16, (¢) «St. John 3. 21. 
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Trence he cannot fin upon fo cheap and eafy Termsas 
others may. Let no Man therefore flatter himfelf, fays 
Bifhop Taylor very juftly, (f) that he isa tegenetate 
“* Perfon,becaufé though he is a Servant toSin,and acts at 
* the Command of his Lufts, and cannot tefift in the 
*¢ evil Day, and ftarid the Shock of a Temptation, yet 
“he finds an Unwillingnefs within kim, atid a Strife 
“ againft Sin.------Every fuch Perfon is a Servant of Sin; 


“¢ that is, not ruled by the Law of RighteoufnefS. And 
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flew but little Regard for it iv their Attions , may forfake di- 
vers of bis lefs. tempting Sins, and fometimes fuch as are not to - 
be caft off, without fome Violence offer'd to himfelf, and his cor- 
rupt Inclinations 5 may, be obfervant of the ordinary Offices 
of Religion; may beftom fome Charities, and fometimes feck to 
make up Differences amongft his Neighbours; (g) may 
faft and pay Tithes, as the proud Pharifee did, and do many 
other good Deeds , and yet come {hort of Heaven. His Obe- 
dience mpft be ferious, and uniform, and.conftant, what- 
foever Temptations he meets with to the contrary, if 
he would not be found of the Number of thofe, who (4) 
fhall feck to enter in at the ftreight Gate,and {hall not be able.He 
muft renounce all his moft beloved Lufts , muft (i)abfiain 
from all Appearance of Evil; and muft (k) perfect Holinefs in 
the Fear of God, by (f) keeping the Commandments before 
he .can, hope to enter into, Life. Neither may we prem 
fume our felves fafe, becaufe of our Love to the infirumental — 
Duties of Religion,fuch as hearing, and reading God’s Word 
attending upon the Preaching of it, receiving the blefled — 
Sacrament, cc: fo, long as we bave nota like * Regard 
to.all:God’s. Commandments. One, fpends a great Part of 
his: Time.in, hearing Sermons, running from one Church 
to,another,. as.if the whole of Chriftianity confifted, in 
enquiring after God’s, Will, rather than,in a diligent 
and:confcientious Performance of it, and fo being (wm) 
a Hearer of the Word, but not, a Doer of it, deceives lis om 
felf. Another is very obfervant of his Times,of Devoti- 
on, both,in Publick and -Private, and) is. careful to ad~ 
monifh his, Neighbours, and invite, and encourage them. 
to alike Deportment. And fo far is well... But yet how 
* good an Opinion foever, he.has of himfelf,, upon, this Ac- 
count, he. ought, to know, thatitis not enough that thefe, 
Duties be perform’d; but an. Eye muft alfo be had to, 
the. Hnd.of. them, which is the making us.() Holy im, 
all Manner of Coaverfation, and til], they produce this good 
Effe@in, us; the true Intent and, Defign of, them. is not. 
(2) Sti Luke ws. 120 (4) Chap.1¥: on (i) § Phe. 5. 22. ' 
Ch} 0-Cors-7-.cbiennnn't (1) St. Mat.+90 475 *Pfal, 119. 66 


(m) St. James TMA2y P *(a) I Sti Pet. le 15. : “ . : 
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1h Bday! SV weal * oas 4 faethe ig Spel Tallinn ugh) 4 
an{wer'd. _ Again, anothef is very defirous to partake of © 


the holy Rucharift upon’ all Opportunities, and accor= 
dingly is fare to be there whenever itis adminiftr 


and carries himfelf very devoutly atit.. He takes Care 
‘too to prepare’ himfelf for fome Time beforehand, or 


this holy Ordinance, by a diligent Examisation into his 
own Heart, and Ways, a Renunciation of all his Sins, 

and a Refolution and Promife of better Obedience for the 
future; and hence hé concludes himfelf a good Chriftiany 
anda happy Man. Yet let fitch a one remember, that 
except he reduce his good Purpofes to Prattice, unlefs 
his Life be allof a Piece, and he approve himfelf a Saint 
out of the Church or Clofet, as well as in it, he is yet. but 
an ill Proficient, in the School of Ghrift. Thefe fore- 
mention’d, and the other like Duties, are indéed of great 


Pa + 


Wislene in our Religion, and neceflary Parts of it; and 
are O 


Grace, that he who performs them jas he ought, may 
juftly be aid to be not far from the Kingdom of Heaveity 
and its eternal Felicity. And yet, as near.as heis, if he 
_ depend upon thefe Duties, and have nothing elfe.to thake 
out his Title-to that bleffed Place, he will never come 
thither.. But whatfoever Notion. either himfelf, ot 
others, may have had. of him, becaufe of fuch his Des 
portment, here in this. World, he will find himfelf in 
a deplorable Condition when he comes into the other, 
(p) The Sacrifice of the Wicked is an Abomination to thé 
Lord. And he that. turneth away his. Ear from hearing. the 
Law, that is, from attending to.and obeying it, (4) ever 
his Prayér fhall be an Abomination. Almighty God by the 
Prophet J/aiah moft exprefly declares againit this Sott of 
Religion, as no Way acceptable) to, him, and. direéts) tor 
that which is more real and fubftantial. _ As whofoever 
pleafes may fee in the Firft Chapter of Ifaiah, thie Thirs 
teenth and Seven following Verfés.. And in the New 
Teftament, fays out Saviour, (r) Why call yé me Lordy 


‘ - ey ee - . —- 
~ (p) Prov. 15. 48, (7) Chap. 8.9: 
(7) St. Luke 6. 46. | 
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Lord, and do not.the things that fay? And again, ( { ) Not 
every one that faith unto me Lord, Lord, {hall enter into the 

Kingdom of Heaven, but he that doth the Will of my Father 
which is in Heaven. It is not profefling his Name, and 
worfhipping and praying to him that will capacitate us 
for Salvation, nor any Thing lef§ than a fincere and 
univerfal Obfervance of the Precepts he has given us in 
Charge. Auch lefs may any one expett tobe fav'd for his 
Adherence to a Sett or Party, and bis Zeab for promoting its 
Enterefts,and efpecially by unjuftifiable and wicked Means. 
(t) Ie ws certainly good to be zealoufly affected always; but 
then we muft be fure it be in a good Thing, and (u) accor- 
ding to Knowledge, for otherwife the Confequents of it 
may be very terrible. ‘It was (x) St. Pdul’s Zeal that — 
put him upon perfecuting the Church of Chrift. Yet 
he was fo far from valuing himfelf for it, that he calls 
himfelf ( y) the Chief of Sinners, and profefles of himfelf, _ 
that-he was (z) not worthy to be call'd an Apoftle, and for 
this very Reafon, becaufe he had perfeuted the Church of 
Ged. Men may poflibly pleafe thermfelves with fuch a 
Zeal,and may think themfelves no mean Chriftians for it; 
but it isa very indifferent Sign that Chrift Fefusis truly 
formed iz them. Schifms and Divifions are fo highly dif- _ 
pleafing to Almighty God, that throughout * St. Paul’s 
Epiftles, perhaps you will not find any one Sin, againft 
which he fo frequently cautions his Readers, as againft 
this. And in the ancient Church it was efteemed of that 
heinous Nature, -[| that Martyrdom it felf was not 
thought a fufficient Expiation of it. And fach muft there- 
fore be moft deftructive Cafuifts, who ‘can look upon‘em=- 
barking in fo dangerous an Evil, asa Token of a holy 
and good Mind. It is what fincere and well meaning 
Perfons may fometimes fall into; but it is certainly no 

er . : 

(f) Sts. Mare 7.21, (ty Gal, 4, 18. (u) Rom. 10. 2, 
(x) Phil. 3. 6, Cy) 1, Tit. 1. 15. (z) 1 Cor. 15.1% 
* Rom. 15.5, 6- & Chap. 16,17, 18, 4 Cor. 1, 10. & Chap. 3.3.” 
& Chap. rs. 18. Gal, 5. 20. Eph. 4.3, 4, 5,6. Phil. 2.1. & Chap. 
ger6.- +B. Cypre Epifti-s 5, & 60. Optat, “Miley, ¢, Parmen. I. 1. 
B. Chryfoft. in Ephef. Hom. 11. . | 


Part | 


to a better State hereafter. 197 - 
Part of their Goodnefs, but a great Blemifh to it, and 
a Jeflening all their brighteft Virtues. So far is it from 
being any Sort of Evidence for their Juftification and 
Salvation. -—  - 

Eufeb. Has this Zeal for a Party ever been laid 
down as a Teft of our Difpofition in order to a future 
State ? ) (irae 

Theod. Never that I know of in fo many Words: 
But the great Regard that is ordinarily fhewn to it by 
_ thofe of the fame Party, and the Encouragement they 
ufually give to one another, as if all that faffer’d in fuch 
_ a Cafe were Martyrs for Chrift, feems fo naturally to 

imply it, that this gaye me Occafion to caution againf{t 
fuch a Self-deceit. : Mi iiae ere 

Eufeb. But feeing there are fo many Sets and Herefies, 
Divifions and Subdivifions, do not’ you think that every 
one'is nearly concern’d, to adhere faithfully to what he is 
fully fatisfied is right, and to prortiote it to his Power, 
whether by doing or fuffering ? And if he die for it, may 
he not look upon this, as laying down his Life for Chrift ; 
and confequently'may he not reckon himfelf, one of thofe 
to whom our Saviour has promis’d, that by laying down 
their || Lives for hisSake, they {hall fave them to all Eternity. 

Theod. No doubt every one ‘is ‘nearly concern’d, 
to * contend earneftly for the Faith that was once deliver'd 
_ to the Saints, and’ to be'ready to fuffer and die for it. 
This is fo neceflary, that our Saviour affures us over 
and over, that fuch as decline fuffering here for his 
Sake, fhall fuffer for ever hereafter for their own 
Folly. For this “is the plain Import of thofe 
‘Words of his, (4) Whofoever will [ave his Life, fhall lofe 
it, (b) He that taketh not his Crofs, and followeth 5 fs me, 
a5 not worthy of me; (c) Whofoever fhall be afham’d of me, 
and of my Words, of him fhall the Son Man be Afham’d, 
when he fhall come in bis own Glory, and in his Fathers, and 
of the holy Angels, with other like Expreffions. Where- 

| St. Mar. 8. 35. & St. Luke Qe 2h * St. Jude 3. 
(4) St. Mat. 16, 25. (4) Cap. ro. 38. (c) St. Luke 9, 26, 
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ore I muft beg leave.to obferve to you, that whatI — 

ave faid as to this Point, was intended only for thefe 
Purpofes. . Firft, to remind Perfons that they are to be 
very well affur’d they are in the Right, before they take 
upon them to appear, zealous for theirown Notions and — 
Practices, and thofe of their Party, how numerous 
foever, and whatfoever fpecious Shew of an unfeigned © 
Piety they may make. . This they are obliged to take 
an efpecial Care of, and, to ufe. their utmoit Diligence 
and. Impartiality, in order to aright,.Information of © 
theinfelves, left otherwife. they really Sin againft God, 
whilft they think themfelves, (g). doiug. him Service, and 
incur that dreadful Woe, which our blefled Saviour de- 
nounced againft the Scribes and Pharifees, for their un- — 
wearied Diligence in profelyting: others to their Sect, 
and prefling. their, wonted Stridineffes upon them. (/) © 
Woe unto you Scribes and. Pharifees, Hypocrites, for ye come 
pafs Sea and Land -to.-makeone Profelyte, and when he is 
made, pe make. him, tmofold mare the Child of Hell thaw 
your felves. Next, to, caution that. they be, not conten- 
‘tious and quarrelfome, when in the,Right, but temper. 
their Zeal with Prudence and Gentlenefs, and a tender- 
nefs of Heart towards. fuch as differ from them; 
that their Zeal in ever fo juft aCaufe, do not tran- 
{port them beyond: the Bounds.of their Duty, and put 
them upon any indirect and unlawful Means, for the 
‘Maintenance of what they, have undertaken; ftudying — 
by all, fair Ways, but none other than fuch, to juitify 
themfelves and their Profeflion, as becomes the Fol- 
Jowers of the .meck, and holy Fefus. But that which J 
chiefly-intended is, in the laft Place, that none ever 
expect their Zeal for the beft of Canfes, the weigh- 
ticlt of Truths, or the moft truly Chriftian Dodirines, | 
fhould eyer make Atonement for their Vices and Im- 
moralitics. Right Principles, will by no means fuit 
wrong Pradtices. And Jet a Man be ever fo Orthodox 
in his Belief, or regular in his Worfhip, or conftant 
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to fome difcountenanced Chriftian Duty, all the Con- 
cern he can fhew, in behalf of fuch decried Part of 
his. Religion, will never recommend him to “Almighty 
God, if in other Refpedts he allows himfelf to tranf- 
grefs his Laws. And { have therefore often wonderd, 
to fee fach as could fuffer to agreat Degree, for the 
Sake of a good Confcience, to be yet fo unconfcienti- 
ous, as to: indulge themfelvas in cuftomary Swearing 
or Intemperanee, Cheating, or other. like immoral and 
fhameful Courfes. If fuch do not think to maKe amends, © 
for their LoofenefS in one Refpe&, by their Exact- 
- nefs in the other; I cannot tell why they fhould chufe 
to fuffer as they have done; And yet, if they do think 
it, they grofly deceive themfelves, as they will be fure 

-atlength to find to theit Coft.. .But I have already in- 
‘fifted too long upon this fifth Particular, wherefore 1} 
' leave it, and proceed. We are by no Means to judge 
our felves in God’s Favour, and Heirs of the Glory he has 
promisd to his faithful Servants, from our Regard to Men 
of exemplary Piety, and the great Veneration we have for 
them. This, I remember, has. fometimes been laid down 
ds aRule, whereby for Chriftians to take a View of 
the State of their Souls. But with how little Reafon, 
will evidently appear, if you but call to Mind, that the 
 moft profligate Wretcheés, cannot but ever and anon be- 
tray the Reverence they inwardly bear, to fuch as at 
other Times, they would be thought to have the great- 
eft Averfion, to, and. whom they would reprefent as 
Fools and Madmen, for not running into the fame exce/s of 
Riot with themfelves. Virtue commands a Refped, even — 
from the incorrigibly Wicked, which with all their Arts, 
they cannot fo totally fuppref$, as that it fhall not 
frequently difcover it felf. And though others, who 
are not fo intirely devoted to their Lufts, may have a 
greater Veneration than thefe, for fuch as.they fee 
truly Holy and Religious; the moft that can be colle- 
&ed from hence is, that they are not fo wholly aban- 
doned to their Vices as thefe ; not that they have made 
: | O4 : faci 


« 


>» 


200 How to judge of our Title 

fuch Proficiency in Chriftianity, as to capacitate them 
or the heavenly Felicity. Nor farther may a man reckon 
himfelf fafe, purely from his Reliance upon Chrift for Salva- 
tion. A Doctrine the holy Scriptures never taught, tho’ 
fome Men have! It is true, it is Chrift alone that has 
purchafed this Salvation for us; and who freely offers it 
to fuch as will be prevail’d with:to capacitate themfelves 
for it. He calls and invites, and preffes and befeeches 
Sinners to be reconciled toGod. But then it is to be 
confider’d, that this being reconcil’d to God, implies more 
init, than a bare reliance upon Chrift. It implies in 
jt no lefs than ahearty and fincere Repentance, and 
Amendment of Life; which is often (4) enjoined in 
Scripture, and (k) without which there is no Poflibi- 
lity of being faved. ‘And accordingly, our Lord him- 
felf declares, that whofoever (1) will enter into Life, 
muft keep the Commandments. This is a neceflary Con- 
diticn of the Gofpel-Covenant, which whofoever. does 
not faithfully fet himfelf to perform, can have no hope 
of Salvation, And though it be faid, that (m) by the 
Works of the Law no Fle(h fhall be juftified, but only by 
the Faith of Fefus Christ, this is very far from implying, 
that our Juftification, and confequently our Salvation, 
does not depend upon the Works of the Gofpel, when 
our Saviour and his Apoftles fo conftantly teach it does. 
Not that any Services we are capable of paying, can 
any Way merit our Salvation, this being the Purchafé 
of Chrift’s Blood, and which {s to be obtained only 
through his Mediation; but only they are the indifpen- 
fable Condition of obtaining it, our blefled Lord having 
undoubtedly affured us, that he will beftow it upon — 
no other Tertiis, (2) but of Repentance unto Life, as 
well as Faith, and dependance upon him for it. And 
~ (1) St. Mat. 3. 28, & 4.17. & 9:13. St. Mark 1.15. & 6. 124 
Acts 2.3%. & 17630, & 20. gt. & 26. 20. Rev. 3,5, 165 21. & 
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(4) St. Mark 1.4. St. Luke 73.3, 5. & 24.47. Adis 3. 19. & 
§ 31. & 11.18. 2 Cor. 7. 10. 2 St. Pet.3.9.. 0° ie 
y () Se. Mat. 49.17," ' (m) Gal. 2.16, © (7) Acts 20.21. 


» Ferecably 


to abetter State hereafter. 201 


agreeably hereto is the Apoftle St. Paul to be under- 
ftood, when he profeffes his Defire, (0) to be found in 
Chrift, not having his own Righteoufnefs, which is of the 
Law ; but that which is through the Faith of Chrift 5 the 
Righteoufne/s which is of God by Faith. Where it is plain 


_ the Apoftle does not diftinguifh between Faith in Chrift, 


and Obedience to the Precepts of his Gofpel, of which, 
Faith in Chrift is one; but purely between a legal and 
evangelical Obedience. And the Righteoufnefs he dif 
claims, is not his Obfervance of the Laws of the Gof 
pel, but as himfelf tells us, fuch as is (p) of the Law, 
that Yewifh Law wherein he had-been Educated, and 
had lived a ftri& Obferver of its Rites and Ceremonies, 
4 Pharifee. All thefe, fays he, 1 now defpife, in Com- 
parifon of the ineftimable Advantages, that are to be 
expected, by the purer and more divine, and heavenly 
Religion of the Gofpel; that Religion which confifts 
in a Belief of the Chriftian Do&riné, and Obedience to 
it’sCommands, A Doétrine that has taught our Duty 
more plainly than the Law did, has given far greater 
Encouragement to, and has promis’ greater Affiftance 


in the Performance of it, and has fhewn us how our 7 


Failings and Defeéts may be pardon’d through Chrift, 
if we but take Care to ferve him fincerely, according 
toour Power. And in this Senfe, is that other Text 
refer’d to likewife, by the Affembly of Divines, in their 
_ larger Catechifim to be taken; (4) To him give all the 
Prophets Watne[s, that through his Name, whofoever. belie- 
veth in him, fhall receive Remiffion of Sins. And that other 
_ Saying of St.Paul and Silas to the convert Jailor. (r) 
Believe in the Lord Fefus Chrift, and thou halt be fav'd. 
In neither of which Places, is Faith to be taken as an 
Act of reliance upon Chrift, which the Apoftle St. Fames 
- affares us, (s) s dead when alone, and not accompanied 
with good Works; but it is an embracing the Do- 
ctrine of the Gofpel, and a Submiffion to all its Pre- 
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cepts and Injunétions, (+) as without which there is no 
pleafing God, or hope of being accepted with him. In 
a Wotd, a Refolution of all our Grounds of Salvation, 
ito’ a meer Dependence upon Chrift, is no Jefs than a 
total Subverfion of his Gofpel; which does moft cer- 
tainly require this Dependence upon him for the Forgive- 
néfs of our Sins, and the Acceptance of our defective im- 
perfec Services, when we have us’d our own unfeign- 
ed Endeavours, to qualify our felves for his Mercy; 
but from one End of it to the other, inculcates the 
miferable Condition, of fuch as indulge themfelves in 
any fort of Sin, and fo are not meet to be partakers of the 
Inheritance of the Saints in Light, Of fuch it aflures us, 
beyond all Contradidtion, that they (u) fhall be pumifhed 
_ with everlafting Deftruttion from the Prefence of the Lord, 
aad from the Glory of his Power, when he {hall come to ve Si 
glorified in bis Saints, and to be adinired in all them that be- 
tevée. So that nothing can be more vain and unreafona- 
ble, than an Expeftation of Happinef by Means of 
fich a Faith, as is of no avail, when feparated from 
that Obedience, which the Gofpel all along fo neceffa- 
tily requires, in order to Salvation. I am fare in our 
bleffed Saviour’s Account of the laft Judgment, he 
teaches, (x) that all fhall have their final Sentence paf- — 
fed npon them according to their having done, or not 
done, what was requird of them. And the Apoftle 
St: Paul affirms as exprefly as may be, that (y) we must 
all appear before the Fudgment-feat of Christ, that every one 
way receive his Reward, not according to his Faith 
ftridtly taken, but according to his Obedience in gene- 
ral. For fo it follows, according to that he hath done 
in the Body whether it be good or bad. \t is not there- 
fore Faith alone that will obtain our Salvation; but — 
Faith together with its Effects, a Faith that is produ- 
five of good Works; that is to fay, fach a Belief in 
Chrift, as teaches us not only -to: rely upon his Merits, 
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_ but to ferve him faithfully all the Days of our Life: Again, 
It is avery falfe Judgment he makes, who concludes himfelf 
at prefent ta be ima State of Grace’, and the right Way to 
Salvation, only becaufe ‘he is fenfible he once was fo. This 
has been pofitively laid down as-an infallible Teft, 
-and much infifted upon by divers’Authors of no finall 
_ Character in their Time. But without any juft Reafon ; 
for there is nothing more certain, than that (2) 4 Righ- 
teous Man may ‘turn away from his Righteoufnefs, and com-= 
mit Iniquity; and die in it. And though (4) the Gifts and 
Calling of God are without Repentance; and he will never re- 
- ject fuch, as fhew themfelves worthy Partakers of his Fa- 
- vour, whilft they retain their Integrity; yet on the 
other Hand, (6) from him that hath not, that ‘is, ‘that 
makes not a good Improvement‘ of ‘what Grace he is — 
' intrufted with, (ball be taken away even that he bath. And 
though (c¢) whom Ged once loves, he loves to the End, if they 
continue proper Objects of his Love; yet this will ne- 
ver prove, that he will ftill go onto love them, how 
heinoufly foever they fin againft him. For which Rea- 
fon our Saviour cautions his Diftiples, fo to demean 
_themfelves, as that he may have no Occafion to with- 
_ draw his Affection from them.° (d) As the Father ‘hath 
loved me, faith our Saviour, fo have I loved yous continue 
ye in my Love... As if our Saviour fhould have faid, Take 
Care to do thofe ‘things, which you know pleafing to 
me, that fo I may yet continue to love you. And how 
_ this is to be done, the following Words declare ; (e) 
Tf ye keep my Commandments, ye {hall abide in my Love ;evex 
# I have kept my Father's’ Commandments, and abide in his 
Love. This is the only Way to have his Love continw’d 
to us to the laft. And whofoever acts otherwife, has all 
the Reafon in the World to fatisfy himfelf, that he is 
working out his own Deftruction; and that therefore 
his having been formerly in God’s Love, will ftand him 
in no farther Stead, when he has again fhewn himfelf 


(z). Ezek. 18,26, (a) Rom, 11.29. (4 St. Mat. 13. 12. 
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unworthy of it. The Scripture teaches very plainly; 
that. Men may (f) rua mell at the firft, and yet after- 
wards be bindred, that they fhould not obey the Truth; that 
fome after they have been once in the right Way, may 
neverthelefS (g) draw back unto Perdition, as well as 
others go on to the faving of their Souls. Men may have 
proceeded fo far, as ‘not only to have been enlightened, 
or baptized into the Chriftian Church, but to (hb) bave 
tafted of the heavenly Gift, enjoying the Privileges of 
Chriftians, Pardon of Sin, and Peace’ of Confcience, 
and been made Partakers of the extraordinary ‘Gifts of 
the Holy Ghoft, and have tafted the good Word of God, 
and the Powers of the World to come, as the Age of the 
Gofpel is call’d, having had Experience of the Promifes 
of Chrift, and the wonderful Works of Mercy wrought 
for Mankind by him, and yet may fall away fo defpe- 
rately; that it fhall be impoffible to renew them again to 
Repentance. Let noone therefore deceive himfelf with 
this; that he was once a Child of God, and Heir of Glo- 
ry, and for this Reafon’ muft be always fo. For unlefg, 
he retain his Senfe of Duty to the laft, he will find him: 
felf upon the left Hand, when he comes at theGreat Day 
to. appear before his Judge. It is he only (i) who enduses 
to the End, that fhall be faved. And all elfe will have 
their Hopes dreadfully difappointed, when they come to 
hear their final Sentence pafs’d upon \them. They may 
have deluded themfelves in their Life-time, with the 
Thoughts of having been once in the Way of Righteouf 
ne{s, but will at length be convinced to their eternal Sor- 
row, that, they have not, been. fo wife as they thought 
themfelves.. For fuppofing they are not miftaken concer- 
ning their former State, and that they were once in as . 
guod a Condition as they imagine, their Apoftatizing af- 
terwards is at Jeaft as.certain a Sign, they are now out of 
the Way of Salvation, as their utmoft Attainments in 
Religion. ever could be, that they were at any Time in 
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it. Nor again may a Man conclude himfelf Jafe; becaufe be 
48 forry for his Sins, after he has committed them. This ¥ 
own is highly commendable: in him, and. the beft Thing 
he can do next to forfaking them ; and gives good Hopes 
-of his Amendment ; yet it; is really no more, than the 
moft profligate Wretches can fometimes fay of them 
felves. Thofe Iitus G Laniatus, thofe intolerable Stings 
of Conftience, which frequently purfue them, in Spight 
of all the Care they can take to ftifle and fupprefs them, 
are an undeniable Proof, that a Man may be greatly 
troubled for his Sins, without being a true Penitent. 
Judas we all know was fo; and no one queftions to what 
Place he went, when he left this World. Wherefore in 
the laft Place, The only true and certain Teft whereby to make 
a right Fudgment of our felves, is that which our Bleffed Sa- 
viour directs for the Difcovery of Falfe Prophets ; but which 
is alike ufeful for fhewing all others to themfelves, {0 as 
that by the help hereof they may difcern, how the Cafe . 
ftands with them, as to the Safety, or Lofs of their 
Souls; namely, by the Fruits they. produce. By the Up- 
rightnefs or Obliquity of his Converfation, each one 
may make afafe Trial of himfelf; and no other Way 
that 1 know of. * By their Fruits ye Shall know them, fays 
our Saviour : Do Alen gather Grapes of Thorns, or Figs of 
Thiftles ? Even fo every good Tree bringeth forth good Fruit = 
but acorrupt Tree bringeth forth evil Fruit. E very Tree thar 
bringeth not forth good Fruit, is cut down, and caft into the 
Fire. Wherefore by their Fruits ye hall know them. A good, - 
or bad Tree is not more naturally diftinguifhable by the 
Quality of the Fruit it yields, than a good ora bad Man, 
a Saint or a Reprobate, by the conftant Tenor of his 
Converfation. And to feek after any other Sort of. 
Teft, for the Trial of our prefent, or Difcovery of our 
future State, is but to puta Fallacy upon our felves, 
and perhaps by that Means to expofe our felves to etere 
hal Deftrudion. It is he, and he only, (2) who feareth 
God, and worketh Righteoufuels, that is accepted with hint. 
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Hence, fays St. Paul, (b) Our rejoicing, the Ground of 
our Comfort, and Boafting * is this, the Teftimony of 
our Confcience, that in Simplicity’ and godly Sincerity, not 
with flefoly Wifdons, but by the Grace of God, we have 
had our Converfation in the World; “ not as worldly | 
¢ Wifdom would dired, fays - Dr. Hammond,but accor- 
“ ding to the Gofpel-Rules, we have behav’d our felves - 
“ towards all Men's and this Ican fay with Joy and ~ 
*“ Comfort. And fo fays St.John, when laying down 
the Marks whereby to difterna Child of God froma — 
Child of the’ Devil 5 (c) Little Children, let no Man de- 
ceive yous he that doth Righteoufne/s is Righteous, even as 
he is ‘Righteous. Fe that committeth Sin is of the Devil, for 
the Devil finneth from the Beginning. For this Purpofe the 
Son of God was manifefted, that he might deftroy the Works 
of the Devil. Whofoever is bora of God doth not commit Sin 5 
for his Seed remaineth in him and he cannot Sin, becaufe he ~ 
is born of Ged. Tir this the Children of God are manifeft, and 
the Children of the Devil: Whofoever doth not Righteoufnefs — 
+s not of God’; whereby alfo is implied on the contrary, 
that whofoever doth Righteoufnefs is of God. Whence 
it follows that:a true Member of Chrift, and Heir of the 
Kingdom of Heaven, muft be one who has fo far. got the 
Maftery; over all his corrupt Inclinations and Paffions, 
that he'is fully fet upon doing God’s Will, to the utmoit 
of his Power; not daring to allow himfelfin any known 
Violation ef his Lord’s Commands, though when under 
the greateft Preflure: and Temptation. With fob, he _ 
refolves to (d) hold faft his Integrity, and not let it go; and. 
that his Heart {hall not reprove him fo long as he lives. With 
David, he (e) fers God always before him, that in nothing 
€ may dare to provoke his Divine Majefty ; who, he. 

confiders,' is always prefent with him. And with St.. 
Paul, he'( f ) exercifes himfelf always to have a Confcience 
void of Offence, towards God; and towards Man. He bes 
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~ thinks himfelf, that the Promifes of God are made. to 
the Faithful and Obedient, and till he hall acquit him- 
felf as fuch, he can have.no Pretence of Claim to them. 
And this convinces him of the Neceflity of keeping.a 
diligent Watch, over himfelf, that he not only never in 
dulge himfelf in any known Sin, but that he be-not,.:for 
Want of due Care, betray’d into it, through Ignorance, 
Infirmity, or Inadvertency. And if he be fo unhappy 
as to fall, before he is aware of it, into any Kind of 
_. Sin, he immediately repents of it, laments and bewails 
it, fues. moft earneftly. to. God for ForgivenefS, and 
Keeps a peculiar Watch over himfelf in that Particular, 
that he may incur the like Guilt .no.more. This: he 
knows is the only Way to make his. Calling ;and. Elethion 
fure , and accordingly he-refolutely RDI himfelf to, ix; 
and will upon no Terms be diverted from. it. Ina Ward, 
he ferioufly lays to Heart, and takes Care to follow the 
Advice given by the Prophet Ifaiah, (g) Seek ye the Lord 
while be may be found, call upon him, while he is near. Let 
the Wicked forfake his Way, and unrighteous Adan his 
Thoughts: And. let him return unto the Lord, and be. will 
have Mercy upon.bim, and toour God, for be will abundantly 
Pardon. | | 
Eufeb. This we,all know, that to turn from our Ini- 
quities, and walk holily before God, in the more diff. 
cult as well as the eafier Duties of Religion, is the fare 
Way to pleafe him,’-and fecure an Intereft in his Favour. | 
But how fhall a Man know certainly when he has done 
this ? Could he indeed perform his Duty without any. 
Failure in it, it were eafy for him to. pronounce of him+ 
felf, that he wasin the right Way.to everlafting Peace 
andGlory. As. alfoon the other Hand, it, is eafy for a 
wicked Man to know, into what a miferable Condition 
he has brought himfelf, and that till he alters his Courfe, 
and enters upon anew and more holy Converfation, he 
can look upon himfelf as no better than a loft undone 
~ Wretch,.a Veffel of Wrath fitted for Deftruétion. But 
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now betwixt thofe Two different States, ft is in fomé 
Cafes, and at fome Times, a difficult Matter to deter- 
mine, on which Side of it the Man is, that is to fay, 
whether he has atriv’d to fuch a Degree of Goodnefs, as 
that he is in Safety, or his Guilt ftill adheres to him,and 
fo he is every Moment in Danger of dropping into Hell. _ 
And how fhall he do to make a right Judgment of him- © 
felfin fo nice a Cafe? 

Anchith. You fay very right, Eufebiw. This is fo — 
common a Cafe, and yet withal fo difficult to be clearly 
ftated, that I muft again entreat Theodorus’s Determina- 
tion of it. Bh GE, | 
Theod. This I confefs is the main Difficulty. And that 
Imay fet it in the beft Light I can, I fhall deliver what I 
have to fay to it by Way, firft of Advice, and then of 
direct Anfwer to your Enquiry. " | 

Eufeb. Pray what is it you would Advife ? 

Theod. That is very obvious; and1 wifhi all Perfons 
were as ready to follow it, as they ate capable of {eeing 
the ReaforablenefS and admirable UfefulnefS of it. It 
is no other than this, that every one would fet himfelf in 
good Earneft, not to relapfe into Sin; or if he can, to 
be ftill making greater Improvements in Religion, to 
grow in Grace, purging himfelf, as far as he fhall be able, 
from all the Reniainders of his Sins, and ftudying to in- 
creafe daily in Virtue and Goodnefs. By this Means his 
Evidences for Heaven will become fo inconteftable, that 
he needs have no doubt about them. Which would be 
the beft, and moft effectual Refolution of this Enquiry, 
that it is capable of. i | 

Eufeb. 1 thank you, Theodorus, for yout neceflary, and 
oft ufeful Advice. And ifyou be but as happy in yout 
Anfwer, we fhall be highly indebted t6 you. | 

© Theod. What 1 have to anfwer in the firft Place iss 
That fo long as a Man allows himfelf in any one known 
Sin, of whatever Nature it be, he may depend upon it, 
that he is but in a bad Conditiom, and has all the Rea> 
fon in the World:to fet upon a fpeedy Reformation 5 
left otherwife he be fnatch’d away in hisSin, and gt be 

of 
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for ever miferable. For there is nothing more certain, 
than that whilft he allows himfelf, in the wilful Tran 
greflion of any Part of his Duty, no Sorrow for it, or 
Supplications for’ Pardon, will reftore him to God’s Fas 
vour. ‘As St. Pani teaches, that, (+) If a Man beftow 
all his Goods to feed the Poor, and, though he give his Body 
to be burned, and hath not Charity, it profiteth him nothing 3 
fo may I fay here, Though a Man fhew ever fuch To« 
Kens of Trouble and Anguifh for his Sins, tho? he tas 
ter his Couch with his Tears, and humble himfelf in’Sacks 
cloth and Afhes, yet unlefs he renounce and forfake them, 
all his Grief will turn to no Account to him, as to his 
everlafting Welfare. It may either ftave: off temporal 
Evils, as it fared with * Abab, and the -+- Ninevites; ot 
may leffen them, as in the Cafe of || David, and/of (a) 
Rehoboam, and the Princes of I/rael, but will never entitle: 
him to eternal Happinefs. It is not his being forrowful 
for what he has done amifs, in what Degree foever it be, 
that willdenominate him a Child of God, unlefs he cons 
{tantly take Care’to do: fo no mores, (b) Whew the wic=’ 
ked Man turneth away from hisWickednefs that heihath coms 
mitted, and doth that which is lawful and righty we know 
afluredly, that he (hall fave his Soul alive; but ldo not fee 
what Ground ‘he can have to hope for Salvation upon 
any eafier Condition. ‘And hereto agrees that of St. Peo 
ter to the Fews, (c) Repent and be converted, that your Sins 
nay be blotted out 5 plainly intimating the Infufficiency of 
whatever Repentauce, ithat is not:attended with Con= 
verfion and Amendment. And our blefléd: Lord. him- 
felf feverely rebukes fuch as profeffed a great Zeal and’ 
Honour for-him, but did not give.a due Attendance’ to 
his Laws, foas ftedfaftly to practife whatever he had re= 
-quird of them. © (d) Why call. ye\ me Lord, Lord, and do 
not the Things which I fay? \Whence it neceflatily follows, 
that we moft never dare to-aljow. our felves in any one; 


: ’ : . 7 unt euamenement = . 
“ey 1 Core tgs ge. I) a Kings at. 97)98)29.. °° + Sonal 
3 40.......f| 2Sam, 12.13, 14. - (4).2.Chr.12. 6, 75 8. 


(6) Ezek, 18.27. “(¢) Adts 3.19. >* (4) St. Lpke 6.46. y 


- as 
210 How to judge of our Title: % 
Sin whatever, as if we could hope to be fav’d whilft we 
continue in it. tevin ey | ; 
- Exfeb. This is a very proper and neceflary Direction 5 — 
but is not fafficient to fatisfy the Conftiences of moft Bn- | 
guiters.. And the Reafon is plain, becaufe the Weak-— 
nefs of. our Nature is fuch, and the Subtilty of our Ad- _ 
verfary, and his Temptations are fo prevalent, that even 4 
when Peaple have refolved well, and fet themfelves fe> — 
rioufly to put their good Refolutions in Execution, yet 
they too often find the fad Effects of their Frailty, in © 
relapfing into fome of thofe Sins, they had but a little 
before fo avowedly renounc’d. It is to\their Shame and — 
Sorrow that they fall’in this Manner; yet it is plain — 
they doit. Your Opinion’ therefore ‘is defir’d concern= 
ing fach; whether they ate to look upon themfelves as in — 
a State of Salvation, or not. | Tardy bas. . 
| ‘Theods This is ‘a Cafe that has its Difficulties, and 1 
fhoiild for that Reafon be glad to fee it well determin’d — 
by fome ‘more Jearned and judicious Cafuift.. But how- 
ever, vfince you. have put it to me, I will endeavour to © 
givesyou'the beft Light into it that ] can... Here there — 
fore Lint obferve, ‘that whenfoever the Relapfes pro-_ 
ceed ifrom a dire and deliberate ‘Choice of the Will, 
though dt: béebut now and then, if | fay that in, this 
Gafe the Perfon falls from his State of Salvation, till he 
- fhall have made his Peace with God, by,a hearty Repens— 
tance:and Sorrow for them, and new, Refolutions of a 
better Obedience for the future, thisis mo more than to 
me. fees.to be fully warranted, by what the Prophet — 
Exekiéh proclaims in the Name of God:*to! the Fews, and 
by:Parity‘of Reafon to all Mankitid.. || TheiRighreoufnefs 
(of the Righteous (hall not deliver him in the Day of bis Tranf4 
Gie(fions----=2--neither fhallthe Righteous be able to live in the 
Day that. he fianerb. And'the leatned Dr. Hammondhad, 
therefore good Reafon to fpeak’ of fuch: Sin, as * fans 
ciatingand-spounding the Soul, putting. it-for a Time into. 4 
bloody direful, Condition, fuchas that fhould God. before, Re- 
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Purpofes and Endeayours, and fo. he falls, though but 
‘feldom, into fome fingle Acts of them; here you would 
‘know what fuch an one may think of himfelf- 

Eufeb. That is what I defire. 
‘~ “Aachith. And what! fhould be glad, to hear well dee 
TUGPAD ae) cag rn hogh 
*~ Theod. Now of fuch an one 1 muft needs believe, 
‘that he is in the right Way towards the Kingdom of 
“Heaven. But I am forry J muft add moreover, that 
‘umlefS he keep on his Pace more fteadily,.and be more 
“waty of the Impediments he meets in his Paflage, or at 
‘Jeaft be very quick in turning back, whenever he finds 
‘himfelf out of his Road, 1 cannot. but. much doubt, 
‘whether ever he will enter into that bleffed Place. He _ 
‘Is ‘got td the very Borders of Salvation; but never- 
‘thelefS if he reft there, and do not ftep over to the 
‘other fide, he will -ftill be in danger of falling into 
the Pit ; which he has almoft,efcap’d, but. has not yet 
‘left quite behind him. <Thefe Relapfes being the Ef- 
fects of his former vicious Habits, it feems to me, that 
he isto anfwer for them upon that Account; becaufe 
though not indulged at prefent, it 1s however his 
‘own’ Fault, that they ever got, and ftill retain fuch 
Power.over him. And itis therefore very fufpicious, 
that, each of thefe is a Return into that State, out of 
which he had fcarce refcued himfelf. Such. an imperfect 
Penitent is like a Man, that has ventur’d too far into 
the-Water, and is in danger of Drowning, labouring 
for Life, but. whether he fhall hold out to recover the — 
Shore, “is “uncertain; or like him that takes a great deal 
‘of Pains to get up the Hill before him, but flips, and 
is’ ready at.every Step to tumble down.again, when 
come almoft to the top of it. He has’ in a manner 
fubdued his Enemy, ‘yet has not fo totally difabled him, 
bot that he is ftill’to take heed, that he be not unex- 
pectedly< flain by him. “He may have fome Hopes in 
GoPs Mercy, but not ‘without'a great mixture of Fear, 
jeit the Progrefs he has hitherto made, ‘be not fufficient 
to qualify him for thofe biefled Mantions;,.which are 

a4 7 promis’d 


toa better State hereafter. 243° 
promis’d only * to him that overcometh. And his only 
fure Courfe in this Cafe is, to compleat his Repentance,” 
to 'refolve, and watch, and ‘fttive, and faft, and pray,’ 
againft thefe Remainders ‘of his ‘evil Habits, and- ne=" 
ver give over, till by thaking: them’ quite’ off; he has? 
cleared his Title toa better State. This'is the fafett. 
Refolution of ‘all his Doubts, and will make it' eafy® 
for him to determine; what Portion he 'is: to expect, 
when he comes into the other World. © But till this be’ 
done, no Wonder if he be full of Perplexities, and’ Di-' 
ftrufts, left after Death he fhould’awake.in’ everlafting 
Mifery and Sorrow. Pwill not'take tpon me to give my 
Opinion pofitively again{t him in the mean Time 5 but k 
mult fay, his Cafe “is fo very'doubtful and dangerous, 
that I dare not aflure him of Salvation, ‘till he fhall' have: 


got out of it.’ Iwould mich rather beg of him to‘put' 
an End to the Queftion himfelf, by going onto fiich a 
compleat'Victory over his Lufts, as may fhew him’to be 
indeed Born of God.» Which til he does, he will find this 
Effect of his imperfect. partial Obedience, that if ‘it does 
not exclude him out of Heaven, as thete is too juft Caufé 
to fear it will, unlefé a fpeedy Repentance follow: upon 
his Mifcatriages, he will be left; in the mean Time in 
the Dark, as tochis future State, and will have his Mind 
perpetually haunted with Jealoufies and Sufpicions of 
what will become of him, when he fhall be taken hence. 
I fpeak notany Thing of this to’ difhearten Perfons; 
_when they come to lie upon their Sick-Bed, and are ta. 
king a Review of their Lives paft, in order'to their De- 
parture hence. But out of pure Charity and Love to 
them who are in Health, to put them upon an effectual 
Preparation for this Time, that they may neither have 
their great Work to do, when in this Condition, nor 
may g0 out of the World with falfe Hopes and Expe- 
_ ctations, crying to themfelves Peace, Peace, when there is 
go Peace. Asin Truth there cannot be, when there is 


any one known Sin unrepented of. Forafmuch as till'a 
p & Rev. 3. 21. & 27.5) 
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isa great Difparity, betwixt thefeiand wilful Sins, both 
as to their Guilt, and as to the Danger of them, . 
. Eufeb..1.do. not doubt »but: all, wilfub Sins.are much 
more offenfiye to Almighty God; than thofe that are|ns_ 
yoluntary, and are far more deftructive to the Sinners 
And my-Queftion therefore was not intended to. mean, 
what-Comparifon is between. them; but purely as to the 
FAERES RES he heats they fall, and what is like to 
e the Effect of them ?.Weall find to our Sorrow, that 
we-cannot live free from them in this mortal State; and 
it is therefore of .great. Concernment; to, all, to know — 
what Judgment, Almighty God: will pafs. upon us for 
them... And this is, what I intended to entreat your 
Anfwer to; and 1 hope | fhall obtaimit. 
__ Theod. \t. is a, miferable Cafe, and, a.great Unhap- 
inefs, that we are, not. able to ferve Gad, witha pers 
fc and entire Obedience; as the Law: requires. But 
itis what. we all. find, too. true; and. have therefore 
abundant. Caufe. to be deeply humbled, for it. Yer let 
me-tell you, that our,Cafe, is. by no, Means defperate 
upon this Account. Itis a, mercifuland gracious God, 
to whom we.are accountable. for all our Failings. And, 
e ever praifed be his, holy. Name, he has found outa 
emedy for. us, by..the. Death.ofour. bleffed. Saviour, 
through whom we need not fear the Remiflion of ied 
ya Sins, 
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Sins, as ate unféignedly repented of, and thenceforth 
Watchfully refifted to the uttioft of our Power. This 
isthe Difference betwixt the Firft and Second Cove- 
nant, that the one required a perfect finlefs Obedience, 
without making Allowance, fo much as’ for the un- 


~ avoidable fnfirmitiés of humane Nature ; but'the other 


freely promifes Forgivenefs. to fuch as are * pure in 


Heart, and -- Hunger awd Thirft after Righteoufne/s.| And 
fo long ‘as they are finceré and hearty in! the Perfor- 
mance of their Duty, they need not doubt of their 
Reward; though they have snot attained. to: that: Per- 


- feétion; as to ferve God with the fame Exatnels that 


i 


the bleffed Beings above do. He’ confiders our Frame 


and Conttitution, and does not expect the Service of | 


Angels, but of Men from us; and will be fure to make 
his Allowances accordingly, where. he obferves an un- — 
feigned Defire to pleafe him. Infomuch, that whofo- 
éver acquits himfelf to the beft of his Ability; may 
fafely comfort and encourage himfelf in a full: Affi- 
ance ; that if there be firft a willing Mind, a fincere and 
unfeigned Defire and Endeavour to approve himfelf 4 
true Diftiple of the ever Blefled efus, || it is accepted 
according to that a Man bath, and not according to that be 
hath nor. If it were not fo, there were no Hope of 
Salvation for the beft of Men; inafmuch as there is no 
Man living, how Righteous’ foever in other Refpects, 
that offendeth not through unavoidable Infirmity, * 
There is not a’ juft Man upon Earth, that doth Good and fine 
neth not, as the wife Man teaches, And again to the 
fame Purpofé, {+ Who can fay I have made my Heart clean, 
Iam pure from my Sin? As much as to fay, None can 
truly affirm, that he has no fuch unruly Affections or 
Paffions remaining in him, that fometimes unexpected- 
ly difeompofe his righteous Soul, and tranfport him bes 
yond his juft Bounds. This, as the wife Man notes, 
is what none can pretend to on this fide Heaven. And 
* St, Matt. 5. 8. fiver. 6. || 2 Corn$.1g. 4% Eeclef. 7, 

2% 7 Prov. 20. 9 as: 
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fo fays St. Fohn, || If we fay that me have no Sin, we de- 
ceive our felves, and the Truth is not in us, and again, Jf 
we fay that we have not finned, we make him aLyar, and 
his Truth 4s not in ws. ‘Which Words are fpoken fo inde- 
finitely, as to fhew that they extend to Mankind in 
general, teaching that there are none that live free from 
all manner of Sin. And_yet, as if this were not enough, 
the Apoftle St. fames affirms it to be univerfally true, 
that there is none, no one of all Mankind, who has 
not his Defects and Slips. .(-+) Jz many Things, fays 
he, we offend All," aay res aPaiowiv, we All, the beft and — 
holieft not excepted, have our Falls, and leffer.and more — 
pardonable Mifcarriages , fuch as in the Old Teftament, 
are called the Spots of God’s Children. For thus we ~ 
read, Deut..32.5- They have corrupted themfelves, their 
Spot is. not the Spot of his Children; “ That is, fays 
* Ainfworth on the place, not fuch a Spot or Blemifh, — 
*¢ as is in the Sons of God through Infirmity, whereto 
“€ all are fubject ; but fuch as is in a perverfe and crook- 
“ ed Generation, that will not be reclaimed from 
* their Vices.” So that it feems, even the Children, 
of God, fuch as he owns for his Sons and Daughters, 
are not without their. Spots, their Slips and Failures 3- 
but all Men are Sinners in fome Refpea, and even fach, — 
who, in our Saviour’s Phrafe, * weed no Repentance. Sins 
of Infirmity none can efcape, not even thofe who are 
moft circumf{peé& in all Refpeéts, and the moft careful 
that can be toabftain from all others. It was the pe- 
culiar Privilege of our bleffed Lord, when, he aflumed 
our Nature, that he was in all Points tempted like as we 
are, yet without Sin.’ But no meer Son of Adam, may 
pretend to the fame Exemption, this being a pure 
Effect of the Conjunéion of the Divine, with the Hu- | 
mane Nature. But then for our Encouragement, tho’ 
we cannot live without, thefe Frailties, our Comfort is, 
that there is a Remedy offer’d for, them, through the — 


es 
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_ ‘Mediation of our Saviour and Redeemer. fp If any Man. 
fin, we have an Advocate with the Father, felus Chrift.the. 
Righteous. And he-is a Propitiation. for our Sins; and not. 
fo ours only, but, for the Sins of the whole World. And 
if forall our Sins, then more efpecially for fuch 
as are committed,.through .Inadvertence, and Weak« 
nefs, and becaufe we cannot helpit.. Asis alfo impli- 
ed in the fore-cited Words, They. are not the Spots of 
God's Children. For if fach remain Goa’s Children, note 
withftanding thefe Spots, then muft it follow that their 
Spots are forgiven them, and fodo notat all endanger 
their everlafting Welfare. Ina Word, our God is, as I 
faid, a gracious God and merciful; and will favourably 
accept of fuch an Obedience, as he knows us.able to per 
form. Nor ought any to diftruft his Kindnefs, only 
becaufe they have not done that, which it was impof- 
fible for them to do, and will be fo, whilft they are 
Men and not Angels, and are militant here on Barth; . 
and not triumphant in. Heaven. The. natural Confe- 
quence of which Do@rine is, that our Sins of Infirmi- 
ty fhall moft certainly be forgiven upon a. general Re- 
pentance 5 and fo the good. Chriftian has no Reafon to 
doubt of his Salvation upon their Account. orth, : 
Eufed. Thus you have. fully proved the little Rea- 
fon there.is, for any of us to be in Fears upon the 
- Account of our Sins. of Infirmity. But you have not 
yet told us, how to diftinguifh thefe Sins from fuch as 
_ are Wilful and Damnable. Which is a Point of great 
Confequence , and the clearing whereof, will tend ve- 
ry much to the Satisfa&ion of the Mind 3 and with- 
out fome Knowledge whereof, the good Man will not 
be able to pafs. a true Judgment upon himflf. | 
 Theod. This is a Queftion ‘too nice to be eafily ree 
folved, and a thorough Difcuffion whereof, would take 
up more Time, than can be allowed for it at prefent. 
Wherefore | fhall not pretend to give you fo fullan 
_ Anfwer to ity as you may expect, but only to prefent 
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you with fome few Obfervations, which 1 hope will 
give fome Light’ into it, and in fome Meafure fatisfy 
your Defire: And here I muft plainly own, that it ts 
abfolutely impoflible to furnif you with a compleat 
Catalogue of Sins of Infirmity, whereby for each one 
to diftinguifh. which Sins are fach, and which not; and 
fora very good Reafon, becaufe the fame Acts which 
in fome Men are the EffeGs of Weaknefs, and are 
pure involuntary Mifcarriages, may be Wilful in others 5 
and even in the fame Perfons too, at other Times, and 
in other Circumftances. At one’ Time, and under one 
fort of Temptation, they may be lefs able to withftand 
them, than at another. And fometimes again; they 
may be Ief$ watchful againft them, or at leaft, againft 
the Temptations that lead to them, and fo they may 
Become in fome Degree wilful, though not deliberate 
ly and refolutely defigned. And if what is a Sin of Sur* 
reption and Surprize at oneTime, may become a wil- 
ful Tranfgreffion. at another, in the fame Perfon, it is 
eafy to fuppofe that it may be much more fo in diffe* 
rent Perfons.. One Manis not fo cholefick naturally 
as'unother; and fo that may be an inexcufable excefs 
of Paffion in him, which yet is pardonable in another, 
who cannot throughly mafter thefe unruly Motions in 
him&lf, though he ever fo heartily defire and endea- 
vourit. Another is-of atimorous Conftitution, eafily 
affrighted by any fudden Surprize, ‘and fo is fometimes 
put upon doing inconfiderately, what he ought not, and 
what he’ would have beenfure not to'have done, if he 
had been Mafter of his own Thoughts and Defigns, 
and had Time to weigh what'he was venturing upon 
Which makes’ his Cafe very different from theirs, who — 
haye more Power over themfelves; and amore undaun- — 
ted: Spirit, and greater Prefence of Mind, and fo have 
their ‘Phoughts at command, and can faddenly recol- 
le& with! themfelves; what’ is| tobe done in fuch an 
Exigence; andihow apparently they nmft offend God, — 
and take the ready Way tor rein themfelves, if ae 
Le 
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at otherwife. *.The Soldiers! in’ Fulian’s Army, who 
were induced to offer Sacrifice, under the miftakert No- 
tion of paying an ufual Reverence ‘to their Sovereign, 


before whom they did it, foon declared fuch an ‘Abhor- 


rence of all Idolatry, and of themfelves becaufe of it, 


that every one might fee this was an involuntary Crime’ 


in them; which yet. had it been done confiderately, and 


upon due Information, would. have entered them inthe’ - 


Number of Apoftates from Chriftianity, as themflyes 
openly acknowledged, as foon as they were made fenfie 
ble of what they,had been doing. And their’ Guilt 
was nothing like that of their Companions, who did 
the fame Thing knowingly, and for || the (ake of wha 
they were like to get by it. And divers other like Cafes 
there are, where the’ fame Action is fometimes an invo- 
luntary, and at other Times a voluntary Sin, and whofe 
Guilt therefore varies accordingly. 3 OF a a 
Anchith. Here you leave a Man at great Uncertainty ; 
and take a ready Way, inftead of Satisfying, to encreafe 
his Doubts and Fears. Y JOU'Od:, 
Theod. 1 think f cannot be faid to leave the Man at 
great Uncertainty ; but at fome ldo, and invitably mult 
leave him. Becaufe, as I faid, there is no certain Di- 
{tinction betwixt thefe Sins, that will hold in all Cafes, 
fo as that it can be faid, fuch and fuch Sins are, and will 
be Sins of WeaknefS, and all other chofen and’ wile 
ful Sins. However, to make the Difference between 
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Worhhip applying our felves, to get our Minds into the: 
moft pious and ferious Pofture we are able, ftudying to’ 
confine our Thoughts. purely to the BufinefS we are 
about, ‘and to exert our, utmoft Fervour and Devotion, 
1 think, I fay in this Cafe, our Coldnefs and Wandrings° 
cannot poflibly be reckoned more, than the natural Ef 
fects of Weaknefs and Infirmity. Secondly, The fame I fay 
of Carnal and Atheiftical, or any Sortof vicious Fan- 
cies Or Defires injected into the Mind, and which could: 
not be forefeen, or prevented: If théfe'-be cherifhed, 
and meet, with Encouragement there, they thereby be- 
come our own, and muft be looked upon as wilful Sins. 
But had they been immediately rejeGed,with DeteRation 
and Abhorrence, they had been either Sins of Weaknef,. 
or poflibly no Sins at all, becaufe not properly our own, 
but fuch Temptations rather as our Adverfary had con- 
trived to aflault us with. Thirdly, To thefe alfo may be’ 
added Sins of pure and unaffected Ignorance, when we 
have ufed the beft Means we could for our Information, 
but do not yet fee the Evil and Mifchief of. them, nor. 
know them to have been forbidden) us. Fourthly, And 
fuch likewife | take ftrong and almoft invincible Preju- 
dices to be,;when a Man unfeignedly fets himfelf to make 
an Impartial Judgment. of any Matter in debate, but af- 
ter all his heartieft Endeavours to fatisfy himfelf, has 
not yet been able to conquer the erroneous Notion he 
had before conceived of it,and which perhaps he fucked in 
with his Mother’s Milk, fothat it has»ever fince grown 
up with him, and by this Means has got a powerful 
Afcendant over him,that it occafions wrong Conceptions | 
in him,and fo leads him into unfeen Errors of Practice, as 
wellasof Judgment. Fifthly, Of this Sort alfo | take all — 
Sins of meer Surprize and Inadvertency to be, when a 
Man, beyond the Intent of his Heart, is overtaken by a 
Temptation before he is aware of it, and fo not having 
Time to confider, can hardly be faid in any Senfe to have 
confented to what he did; when the SuddennefS of the ~ 
Affault allows ‘him'not to reprefent to himfelf thofe 
Mifchiefs of it, and Arguments againft it, ii , 
. Re at y 
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vhardly haye failed, of deterring him from the ‘leafk 
Thoughts: of giving Way to it; through the ‘Want 
whereof it is, that the Temptation becomes too power- 
ful for him. ; In this Cafe he is like a Man that is unexs 
_-pectedly feized and bound by an Enemy, or a Robber, 
_-againft whom he could have defended himfelf, ifhe had 
shad warning time enough to draw his Sword, or take 

out his Piftol; or like one half afleep, who inconfide= 
rately does, what he would by no means have fuffered 
himfelf to do at another Time, when perfectly awake, 
and Mafter of himfelf. Such are fudden immodérate 
Acts of Paflion, together with the lighter Effets and 
Confequences of them, which feem not to proceed fo 
properly from the Actor himfelf, as from the Surprize 
he acts in; | mean, fuppofing him to be one’ that. ears 

vneltly ftudies to govern his Paflions according to: the 
Rules of Reafon and Religion, and is only now and then 
hurried away by them againft his Will. Sixthly, Such 
again, | account all unavoidable Imperfections in the 
Performance of our Duty ; not only our wandring and 
unfeafonable Thoughts in our Devotions, which 1 men- 
tioned before,, but moreover our.want of due Gratitude 
to God for all his Mercies, of true Humiliation for our 
Sins, of Love toGod, of Truft.in his.good Providence, 
and the like. When we have thefe Virtues planted in 
Our Souls; and do ftudy to cultivate and improve them 
to the beft of our Abilities, but cannot do it to that 
Degree we earneftly defire we could, we may however 
comfort our felves with this Confideration, that thefe 
and fuch like Defeéts and Imperfections, if they be to be 
inferted in the Catalogue of our Sins,.muit yet be put 
amoneft thofe that are Involuntary, fince we find by fad 
and long Experience, that we are not able to get above 
them, though we,ever fo heartily-and watchfuily endea- 
Nour it. Laftly, To.thefe I only fubjoyn Sins o Forget- 
fulnefS ; when-a Man fully refolves to perform. fuch a 
_ Duty at fuch a Time,.or in fucha Place; and has really 
- convenience of doing it; but in the mean while fome 
Unufval, Accident or Occafion intervening diverts his 
. . Mind, 
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Mind, and puts this Defign quite out of his Thoughts 
for the prefent, fo that he remembers nothing of it till 
it is too late. This is a Fault of the Head, not of the 
Heart: ot Will, and will no doubt be interpreted by 
Almighty God, as the Effect of our mortal feeble Con- 
ftitution ; and will therefore have an anfwerable Allow- 
arice made for it. Thefe are the moft remarkable Sins 
of Infirmity ; but I cannot fay they are All, nor that 
they are Always fuch, becaufe the Nature of them may _ 
be much ‘altered by Circumftances, and if at any Time — 
indulged, they may by this Means become highly crimi- 
nal, wilful, and provoking Sins. And now on the con- 
trary, under the Notion of wilful Sins, I prefume, thefe 
at leaft are defervedly to be concluded, and to be lamen- 
ted and  bewailed as fuch. 1. All habitual Sins, Which 
though by the Power of Cuftom they are grown 
familiar, and have acquired a great meafure of Strength, 
and fovare Hard to be overcome, yet are they highly ag- 
akg by the frequent Repetition of them, and unlefs 
uly repented of, muft inevitably end in everlafting 
Deftruction. Where by Habitual Sins, I do not mean 
fuch Defe&ts and Weaknefles as I mentioned before, 
which cleave faft to us, and are not to be fhaken off, by 
all the Diligence we can ufe to get rid of them ; but fuch 
irregular, unchriftian Practices as any proceed in, with- 
out heartily ftriving againft them, or trying the Means 
prefcribed in order toa Conqueft over them.- No Sirf is 
a Sin. of Infirmity that a Man does not hate, and which 
hedoes not in good Earneft fet himfelf to-oppofe, and ufe 
his chearty Endeavour to free himfelf from it. 2. Al — 
Known and Deliberate Sins. \t arguesa ftrange Depravity — 
of Mind, when Sinners fee the Evil they are about to. 
commit, and have time-to weigh both the Guilt and Dan- 
ger of it, and yet refolve not to'be’deterred from it: 
How fall foever the Sin may be in other Refpeéts, this — 
deliberate Choice of it implies a great’‘Degree of Guilt, 
and moft certainly leaves no Room to queftion whe- 
ther it be wilful or’ nots 3. Al Sins not accompanied 
withian unfeigned Repentance, asfoon as they are taken aug? 
grregeata . oyé 
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of. Whenever a good Man falls into an involuntary Of- 
fence againft God, he is no, fooner made fénfible of his 
_ Fault, but he is prefently grieved for it, his Soul-is fall 
of Trouble, and he can have no Reft, till he has 
humbled himfelf for it, and endeavoured in the moft 
fubmiflive Manner to obtain its Pardon. * _Ariffotle 
has noted it long ago, as a Mark of an involuntary Lapfe, 
that it is attended with Sorrow.and Repentance. And 
the Obfervation holds good, as well on the contrary, arid 
_ always will, That that AGion can have no Difagreement 
with the Will, that the AGor can. refle& upon: with 
fatisfaQtion, or even with Indifferency, and an Uncon- 
cernednef§ for it. For though a Confeflion of Sin, and 
Sorrow for it, is no infallible Evidence of a true Ree 
pentance, until accompanied with Amendment; yet 
muit it be admitted on the other Hand, that a Sin not 
attended with forrow, and felf-abafement in the fight of 
God, upon the Difcovery of it, has fo, far the Appro- 
bation of the Mind, that the Offender can have no real 
Averfion to it. And it muft therefore be owned for 
‘Truth, that. whofoever can refle& upon a fin thus.coms 
_ mitted, without a hearty Regret, and remorfe of Con- 
{cience for having committed it, is no-longer to be looked 
upon asan Enemy to it. And by confequence, whether 
he confider it. before, or not, his Acquiefcence in it af- 
terwards is. a fufficient Proof, that it is to be reckoned 
amongit his allowed and wilful fins. 4. Such Sins whereto 
we knowingly expofe our felves. It isnot enough that I re= 
folve againft my Sins, but Imuft refolve.too againft the 
known Occafions of them. For, fo long as I am content. 
to put, my felf in the Way of. thefe, how firm foever 
my Refolutions. be, it is Odds. but I fhall. oon’ be over- 
come. For inftance; Let the Drunkard ever fo feri- 
oufly refolve againft, Intemperance, or the luftful Perfon 
againft his unlawful Embraces, yet unlefs the one take 
Care to, Withdraw. from his wonted ill Companions, and 
the other avoid. the Society of lewd Women, they will 
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-be in apparent Danger of returning to their former vis 
scious Courfes, or at leaft of falling into fome of. thofe 
AGs of Wickednefs, they had been fo long accuftomed 
to. And whenever they do fo, how far foever they had 
been from defigning it, yet becaufe they had foolifhly 
Jaid the Snare, for betraying themfelves into fuch a Fall, 
they are accordingly to reckon it amongft their wilful 
Sins. .So when one in a drunken Fit commits an A&t of 
- -Adultery, of Robbery, or of Murder, which he would 
have abhorred the Thoughts of, had he been fober, and 
in his right Senfes ; though his Drunkennefs was the re+ ~ 
al Caufe of his Wickednefs, yet he is by no means to 
Jook upon it asa Sin of Weaknefs, becaufe his Drunken- 
nefS, which occafioned it, was not fo. Had he acted the 
fame Part in a Fit of Diftracion, his Diftemper would 
have made it a Sin of Infirmity ; becaufe his want of a 
right Underftanding, which was the only Caufe of his 
Mifcarriage, being an involuntary Misfortune, and 
what he could no Way avoid, he is not to be condemned, 
but pitied rather for all the natural ‘ill Effeéts of that. 
But the Cafe is very different in the Inftance before us. 
For DrunkennefS being a wilful Sin, which the Sinner . 
might and ought to have abftained from, and which he 
had not fallen into but through his own Fault, he’ is 
therefore anfwerable for all the Confequents of it, and 
this amoneft the reft. And fo it is in other like Cafes: 
The free Choice of the Sinner, when in a Capacity of 
ne being the Caufe of the Caufe, is.conftrued 
Jikewife to be the Caufe of it’s Effect, and fo makes that 
2 wilful Sin, which otherwife would not have been fo. 
53 All Sins committed againft the Dittates and Admomutions 
of Confcience, cautioning to abftain from them. Some, as has 
been already obferved, lay it down as a Mark of a teges 
nerate Perfon, that he Sins with Relutancy, ‘and as they 
are pleafed to apply St. Paul’s Words * what'be would, be’ 
does not, and what he hates, that he does. Yet of fach an 
one Iomay much more truly fay; notwithftanding his 
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Pretenices to Religion and the Fear of God, a’ the Apo- 
itle {peaks in the Verfe immediately foregoing, that. he 
As yet Carnal, fold under Sin For Pwould defite anyone 
to tell me, what furer Sign theré- can be of:a corrupt 
Mind, than that when a Man fees’the Evil of Sin;:and 
has Time to weigh and confiderit, and finds his‘Con- — 
{cience ftart and recoil at it,’and“warn him againft it as 
he ldves either God, or his ow Soul; what.furer'Sign; 
I fay, there. can’ be of a corrupt ‘Mind, than fora’Man — 
to break through all thefe Adimonitions and.Reproofs, 
_in order to the Gratification of his Lufts or Paffions. If 
this is not'a Proof that his Wickédnef is wilful and cho= 
fEn, itis impofliblé to tell what is. Cd gory 
 Eufeb. What you affirm is fo reafonable, that I can fee 
no Caufe to queftion the Truth ofit.) ©. 0) on. 
~ Anchith No Doubt it is. “Be: pleas’d therefore: to 
proceeds tou itive oi i MOM horny 
~~ Theod. With your Leave then J fhallobferve to-you, 
that thoughT cannot point to a DiftinG@ion between Sins 
of Weaknefs and Wilfulnefs, that fhall clearly and cer- 
tainly hold in all*Cafes 5 nevetthelef$1 have fo far en- 
deavour’d to chatacterize each of them, as that I hope 
an honeft-minded: Mani may, ‘by the Help of what has 
been faid, be able to form a ‘tolerable ‘Judgment, to” 
whether fort’ his Sins belong. Which is all I can pretend 
to, in a Point, wherein it is impoflible to have any ftated 
general Rule, that fhall ferve for all Emergencies, and, 
fuit with all Cafes. And for the farther Knowledge of 
them, every one muft be left to his own Prudence; when . 
he has firft ferioufly examin’d, and try’d his Doings by 
thefé Directions, and made an impartial Enquiry, how. . 
much of Wilfulnefs, or of Weaknefs, Surprize or Igno< 
rance, isin them. And I befeech Almighty God to guide 
us all aright, that noné of us ever iimpofe upon himfelf, 
ina Matter of fich everlafting Importance to him. 
Exufeb. But pray Theodorus, now we are in, what dd 
you fay to Sins of Omiffion ? Under whether of thefé 
_ Heads do you place them ? | 
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- Theod. Under both. I fay of thefe, as Idoof thofe 
of Commiffion, that they belong certainly and univerfal- — 
ly to neither, but are fometimes to. be afcribed to the 
one, and fometimes to. the other, accordingly as there 
is more or lefs of the Will in them. Some Omiflions 
proceed from Ignorance, or Inconfideration, or Forget- 
fulnef$; andare pardonable upon this Account. Others 
are known, deliberate, and.chofen, which makes a vatt 
Difference in their Guilt, and fhews plainly that they 
are wilful, and to be accounted for as fuch. And fo we | 
find, in the Defcription our Saviour gives us, of the 
Proceedings of the Laft Day, that Judgment will pafs 
upon the Uncharitable, for wor having fed the Hungry, 
and clothed the Naked, and done other Offices of Kindnefs 
to the Diftrefled and Indigent. They are not charged 
with having robbed, or cheated, or opprefled and 
ruined their Neighbours, but only with not relieving — 
them in their Streights, but withholding that Affiftance ; 
which they might, and ought to have afforded them. Yet — 
for this our blefled Lord will fay to them at the Great 
Day, * Depart from me ye curfed into everlafting Fire, pres 
par'd. for the Devil and his Angels. “Whence itis obvious 
to obferve, the exceflive Danger that may arife even 
from thefe Omiffions, when indulg’d; inafmuch as a- 
Sinner may-be everlaftingly condemn’d for thefe, as well 
as for his Sins of Commiffion; and, that therefore we 
muft not make too light of Omiflions of our Duty, be- 
caufe though they are frequently to be accounted amongft 
our Sins of Infirmity, yet when wilful,and indulged, 
they are highly Dangerous and DeftruCtive. 
- Eufeb. There is one Queftion more | would gladly 
propole; if it were not for fear of being over Trouble; 
ome. 
'Theod. Never fear that, good Eufebius. | 
Eufeb, What is to be thought of the many Defects, 
that ufually attend our beft Services ? Whether are thefe 


to be reckon’d to.our Weak, or our wilful Sins ? 
- nen) 
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. Lheod. 1 thought this Kad been fufficiently' evident, 
from what has been faid already. But fice you feem of 
another Opinion, I will tell you, that they are denomi- 
hated either wilful, or not, according as they depend 
‘more or lef§ upon our Confent to, or Endeavours againit | 
them. If they be what, when we have done our beft; 
‘we can no Way prevent, they aré doubtlefs Infirmities 
Only. But if we allow our felves in them, they  here- 
upon change their Nature, and are thenceforwatd 
_ to be looked upon as wilful Sins. For inftance, in Pray- 
er to God; when I have compos’d my felf with all the 
Devotion and Reverence { can, to reprefent my Wantits 
before hin, ftudying by all the Ways in my Power to 
abftraa my Thoughts from all earthly, or catnal, or 
vain Objects, or’ whatever As foreign to the Bufinefs I 
am upon, and to fend them up ina holy Fervor towards 
Heaven, if they however flag, and wander, do what I 
can to the conttary, thefe are queftionlefS Sins of In- 
firmity. But if] come to worfhip God, ina carelefs and 
indifferent Manner, not feekin to attend to my Peti-< 
tions, but freely entertaining the Mind with other Sott 
_ of Objects, that ferve only to divert it from what I comie 
about, I fee not how they can then avoid the Imputati- 
on, of becoming my own voluntary Iniquities, and wil 
ful Sins. Or again, If when I appear thus in God’s Prés 
fence, I wifh indeed my Thoughts were all along fix’d 
upon the Addreffes{ am making before him, but do 
not mind to keepthem inorder, nor try to recal thém 
fo foon asI perceive them to have gone aftray, not am 
troubled at their Roving after other Matters ; here like- 
wife it will be hard to fay, that thefe ate Sins of pure 
Infitmity, and have not fomething of the Will in them: 
In the firft of thefe Cafes, there is juft Caufé of Sorrow 
and Self-Abafement, and to implote God’s Mercy; in 
_ the Pardon of my Weaknefs, and Inability to ferve hin 
-aslought. But the other Two call for an Amendment, ° 
and fubfequent Care to fhew my felf more atteiitive 
and devout, before I can hope my Prayers will be 
heard, of thiefé Mifcartiages in them will be forgiveri 
pL Q 2 ‘Me: 
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me, Or farther, if we keep: our Thoughts intent upon — 


God, and good Things, but not upon the Matter of our 
prelent Addrefs, nor be fo fervent in.it, as, we might 

e, here likewife the Fault is our own. . Or again, If 
we profefs to love God, but do it. not with the Af- 
fection that we ought, this fo far as it is a natural De- 


feét, and what we are forry for, but can no Way contrive — 


to remedy, is our-Unhappinefs, rather than. our Sin. 
Not fo, if 1 voluntarily. fet. my Mind; upon other, Ob- 
jets, preferring the Creature, of whateyer Kind, be- 


fore the Creator, whois.over.all, God bleffed for ever. 350 _ 


when a Manis truly forry for his Sins,though not in fuch 
a Meafure as they deferve,,and withal.is truly grieved 
that he isnot more forry for them, thismakes it plain, 
that the Defe&,of fach. Sorrow .is involuntary, and_is 
‘accordingly to be lamented only as an unavoidable Infir- 


mity. _Infomuch that, as the Honourable Mr. Boyle de- 


‘livers this, as a good Sign of a, true unfeigned. Love of 


God, * That that Man loves God as much as be, ought, who 
‘Loving him. as much as.he can, firives tv. repair the deplored 
Imperfettion of that Love, with anextream Regret, to nd 
his Love no greater; and that fuch a Sublimity of Love will 
beft entitle you, to the Confolation accruing frowthat memorable 
Paffage of -{-St. John, where he fays, that God is Love, and 
be that dwelleth ia Love,.dwelleth in God, and God in him: 
- So I take it to be no lefs true here, that the only. fure Evi- 


dence of a right Sorrow for your Sins, is to be heartily. 


forry both for having committed them,and for the Want 
of adceper Sorrow. for them. But whatever more of 
Sorrow is wanting, this being meerly the Effe& of our 
Conttitution, and not any voluntary Choice, it needs not 
be doubted but God, who. is infinitely good, and who 
knows all our Defects and Weaknefles, will never impute 
to our Condemnation, what he fees thus utterly out of 
our Power. : 


? 


Eufeb. \s there any Thing farther you would advife, 


in order toa right Judgment of our felves ? 


, 
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~ > Theod. » Yes: In order to the more fuccefsful A pplica-’ 
tion of the foregoing Rules, I would advife to have be-. 
fore you, fome fuch Catalogue of the:feveral Branches of 
our Duty, and the Violations of it, as may help you'the 
- more readily to call to Mind what your Sins have been, 
that you are‘now to repent of; fuch as you have in Arch= 

bifhop Laud’s Daily Office of a Chriftian ; the Confeflion 
of Sins in Bifhop Andrews’s Manual of ‘Directions for the 
Sick 5 Bifhop Downham’s Abftra& of Duties commanded, 
and Sins forbidden in the Law of God towards’ the 
latter end of the Whole Duty of Man; and at the End 
Of the Common-Prayer the be(tCompanion ; or of Mri’ Nelfon’s 
excellent Companion for the Feafts and Fatts of the 
Church ; or in Bifhop Taylor’s Holy Dyingy Chap. IV. 
Sect. 8. or Mr. Kettlewell’s Trial of the’Soul, in his Com- 
panion to the Penitent 5 or more largely, in the Second 
Book of his Meafuires of Chriftian Obedience; in MrvSél- 
lar’s Office for’ Good- Friday, in his Good Man’s Prepara- 
tion for a happy receiving of the bleffed Sacrament; ‘or 
other Treatifes of Devotion, and particularly in rela-' 
tion to the Lord’s Supper. Such a Method will hardly 
fail of putting you in mind of ‘the feveral forts of Sins, 
whereinto you may at any Time have fallen, or at leaft, | 
of the grofler and. more offenfive of’them. » And:then, 
if you duly confider, which of them were of Weaknef, 
which of Wilfulnefs, which’ Involuntary, and which’ 
freely chofen’; which you have'repented of and forfaken, 
-and which ftill retain an Intereft in you, it. will’ beno: 
difficult Matter to’make a probable Judgment, perhaps’ 
acertain one, whether you be a Son of God, and like’ 
to be for ever Happy, or a Child of Wrath and Perdi- 
tion. ‘But then you muft be fure to deal fairly and’ can=) 
didly with your felf, judging by’ what you really find? 
your felf chargeable with, neither Jeflening nor excufing 
your Sins, nor, on the other Hand, being too fevere: 
upon your felf, for fuch Sins as it was’ not in your Power: 

mocavoid.t i(sreiit: | eA REV OVOL Tigg 
> Eufeb..: Thereis little Danger of People’s being ‘over’ 
deyere to themfelves, fo “as undefervedly to’ condemn 
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themfelves. I wifh they would not more readily feek 
to excufe themfelves from fuch Guilt, which, like the 
know not how to get rid of it. 

Theod. Itis true, Men are readieft to fail on this fide, 
in favouring themfelves beyond what Almighty God will 
think reafonable at the Jaft Day. Though I muft con- 
fef§, there are fome few well-meaning Perfons, who are 
apt to err on the other Hand, by concluding themfelves. 
in a worfe Condition, than they have Reafon for; and 
_ fo are tempted to defpair of Pardon, when) any other 
Man would take their Cafe to be very fafe.. Both thefe 
Extreams are carefully to be avoided, as we would nei- 


" 


- 
i 


poifon’d Shirt to Hercules, fticks clofe to them, that they 


ther die in an impenitent State , nor deprive our felves” 


of that Comfort, which would naturally arife, from a 
well-grounded Senfe of God’s Favour, and difturb our 


Minds with unneceflary Fears and Jealoufies, and unfit” 


our felves for ferving God, as we might otherwife have 
done.; not to add farther, as we would not be tempted 
to defpair of his Mercy; and thereby provoke him to: 
withdraw it from us. vr F 
_Eufeb, When.is it: you would have a Man thus examine: 
 Theod. He is above all Times efpecially concern’d, to 


doit whenhe comes to be fick, and Death looks him ini 


the Face, and gives him warning fpeedily to make upy 
his Accounts, left it be too late the next Day; But this: 
fhould be only in order to aBallance of them. For he 
ought, by no, Means; to defer this great Work till his lat= 
ter End,, but to be conftant in it throughout the Conurfe 
of his whole Life. In his firft. beginning his Repentance, 
or, fo foon as he comes to Years of Difcretion and Un- 
derftanding, fo as.to,be capable of making a Judgment) 
of himfelf, he muft) diligently and impartially review, 
his Life pat: and {erioufly confider the Sins he, has been 
guilty, of, fo far as he.can irecolle& them, together) with: 
their feveral Agaravations, to humble himfelf for.chem, 
and, to. fuer to God! for, Pardon! through Chrift, an 
Grace. to. walk more iholy for the future; ta pac 
“manly mS. againit 
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againft the Repetition of them, and to arm himfelf 
againft thofe Temptations whereby he has been drawn 
into them, to obferve how he may beft guard himfelf 
againft them, and to confirm his Purpofes of Amend- — 
ment, and a better Obedience for the remaining Part of 
his Life. And befides, he is farther to remember, that | 
he muft not ceafe here; but though he come toever fo’ 
perfet a Difcovery of himfelf, he muft be mind- - 
ful always after, to make a frequent Infpection into his 
Converfation, to fee that it be fuch as becomes the Gofpel of 
Chrift, to lament and bewail what farther Tranfgreflions 
he can difcover in his future ConduG, and to‘ren¢w his 
former Purpofes of Amendment. my 

Eufeb. How oft do you think it neceflary for a good 
_Chriftian to examine himfelf as you prefcribe? ~ 
Theod. The Sick Man muft do it, as his Diftemper. 
allows him Time and Ability.. But as to others, this 
Examination is in a particular Manner recommended by 
fuch as have written of the Lord’s Supper, and the due — 
Celebration of it, as neceffary’in order to a worthy At- 
tendance upon that facred Ordinance, and therefore al- 
ways to be us’d Before our Approaches to it ; and more 
particularly upon Account of thofe Words of the Apoftle 
St. Paul, * Let 4 Man examine himfelf ; and fo let him eat 
of that Bread, and drink of that Cup. And many Divines 
have imprudently pref'd this Advice fo far, that divers 
_ very good and truly devout Chriftians choofe, rather to 
abfent themfelves, when gracioufly invited to that hea- 
venly Banquet, than appear there without fuch a pre- 
vious Examination, when they have not Time for it: 
Which, tho’ it be a great Error in them, it being much 
better to ferve our Lord, as well as our prefent Circum- 
{tances will admit of, than not doit at all; yet nothing 
can be more proper and becoming, than fuch a ferious Ex- 
amination upon every Notice timely given of a Sacra- 
ment, together with fuch a Mixture of preparatory De- 
yotion, as may tend to raife the moft holy Affections in 
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the Soul, may obtain the Pardon of it’s Sins, and fo may 
. qualify the Perfon, worthily to commemorate our blefled 
Saviout’s infinite Love, in dying for us. But then befides 
thefe, and other the like more folemn Times for Self- 
examination, he that would live agreeably to his moft 


’ holy.Profeflion, will find it neceflary for him, to be fre- 


quently exercifed in the Confideration of his * own Ways, 


to call them often to Remembrance, as the Pfalmift did, as 
highly ufeful in order to the turning his Feet to God’s Te/ti- 


monies. And if my Judgment fignify any Thing in the — 
Cafe, | fhould direct, exhort, entreat, and befeech him, 


to pafs no Day without it 5 that every Night before he 
compofe himfelf to Sleep, he would -} commune with his 
Heart upoa his. Bed, and be fill; or rather, before he lays 


him down, would take a little Time, to look back upon. 


the feveral Occurren¢es of the Day paft, to fee how faith- 


fully he, had difcharged his Duty,.and would put the. _ 


Author of the Golden Verfe’s Queftions to himfelf, 
TIF aap eBnn, 5.04 JY tesa 5 ot or doy bx breneon 5 


And fee mbat Good he has.dane that Day what Duty. he has 
ventura to omit, whether be has indulged any Vice,.and in 
fhart, how he has demeaned himfelf in all Refpects. This 
St. Chryfoffam recommends, from ;thofe Words of the 


Pfalmult, || Commune with your {elves in your Chamber, and. 
be. fill, divegting that, after, Supper, before a Man betake. 


himfelf to,bis, Reft, when he ts preparing for his Bead, and has 


none with hima, but all s fill and quiet about him, be erett a 


Tribuugl in.his own Confcience, and bring himfelf to a:Trial, 
tphat-Evil..be has contriv’d. the Day paft,, what Frauds 


he has committed, mhat Neighbour he bas fupplanted, what. 


corrupt. Inc¢linations be:has gratified, and.-to. pafs Judg- 


Ment,.upon himfelf accordingly. And, would each’ 


Chriftian ¢conftantly follow this Method, he would Ts 
\y become. well acquainted with himfelf, would make 
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Repentance «the perfecter, and more particular, would. 
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eafe his Mind of the heavy Burden of paft Sins, would 
foon have got over the Difficulty of his Enquiry, and’ 
reduc’ it into a little Compafs, would find his Love to’ 
Sin turned to Hatred of it, would foften his hard Heart, 
and awaken his drowfy Confcience, would prevent his ° 
_ Milcarriages becoming Habitual, and would havea great 
deal the lefS to do whenever he comes to die. In a 
Word, this were the Way to make our Work eafy, our 
. Lives comfortable, and otr End glorious. Nor will 
this be any troublefome Bufinefs, to thofe who have 
been acquainted with it for a while. It muft coft fome 
Time and Pains at firft, till itis grown familiar to them, 
and they know to what failings they are moft liable, and. 
are moft obliged to enquire after. But thenceforwards 
they will be readier for it, and fo it will take up no long 
Time for the Difpatch of it. A quarter of an Hour, or 
perhaps but half fo much every Night, it can be no 
great Burden to any one, to fet afide ordinarily for — 
fuch RefleGtion. And yet, whofoever well employs that 
Space conftantly to this Purpofe, will foon experiment 
the wonderful Advantage of it, in order. to the Mortifi- 
cation of his Lufts and Paffions, ‘and hereby to his 
Growth in Grace, and a happy Preparation for a bleffed 
Eternity. ee 
Eufeb. Really Theodorus, what you fay feems fo high-) 
ly reafonable, that I begin to wih all that call them- 
felyes Chriftians, would conftantly put it in PraGice, 
And for my own Part, I will begin, by the Grace of 
God, this Night; and I hope fhall continue in the 
daily Obfervance of it, as long asl live. Pi 
_-Theod. 1 befeech you do; and you will foon find the 
good Effect of it. And I heartily with you had begun it 
fooner. (Mek | 
Eufeb. I will be fure to try. | Lindi 
‘Theod. Pray do; and you will heartily thank me 
for my Advice. And now lam upon this Subje&, give 
me leave to preferibe another Practice, which, though 
No part of that Examination I have been treating of, 
is yet fo highly ufeful, and fo nearly allied to the Ad- 
(i Val gee To , ‘sanding ~ vice 
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vice now given, that J cannot forbear mentioning it. 
It is this; that Men of Bufinefs in the World, would 
allow themfelves a little Time-every Morning, to think 


beforehand, what Company they are like to meet with 
that Day, what Undertakings to be engag’d in, what 


Dithculties of any fort to ftrugle with, and what Temp- — 


tations they may probably have to encounter upon any 
of thefe Accounts; that they may the better provide 
againft them, may be diligently upon their Guard 
when the Time comes, and fo may preferve their Inte- 
grity in the midft of them. Such a fhort Preconfidera~ 


tion in the Morning, and a Recollection again at Night, 


| 


a 
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no one can make Trial of, but he will quickly be com 


vinced, of the admirable Expedience. and Ufefulnefs of 
them. ) 
Eufeb. Llike your Prefcriptions fo well, that 1 am re- 
folv’d to try both of them. And God grant I may do it 
effectually. . 

‘Anchith. Uhave been a watchful Hearer all this Time, 
and have very carefully attended to all your Difcourfe; 
and | hope I both underftand aright, and retain the 
Meaning of. the feveral excellent Rules. you have laid 
down whereby to make atrue Judgment of the ftate 
of our Souls,-and the. difpofition we are in for another 
Life. But thatI may be fure I do not miftake your 


4 


Meaning, if you pleafe to give me Leave, } will briefly 


gecapitulate what 1 take to be intended by them, and 


how | may, obferve them fo as to be benefited by them. . 
Theod. A very feafonable Motion! And to which T 


muft. neceflarily confent. 


~ Anchith. Then 1. will begin. And I beg you will — 


pleafe to fet me to right, if! either forget or miftake, 


Theod. 1 will be fure to do it. 


_ Anchith. Having firft remov'd the falfe Grounds of 
SatisfaGtion, by which People have been directed to im- — 


fe upon themfelves, and fhewn the Weaknefs and 
nfuficiency of them, you next proceed to prefcribe 
fach proper DireStions, as, if rightly purfued, may bé 
a ready Means of difcovering each one to himf hich 
whic 


elf. “To © 
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which end, you Jay down this as an undoubted funda- 
mental Principle, and which every one is to receive as 
~ fach, That there is no hope of Salvation for him who 
allows himfelf in any wilful Sin. And no doubt very 
truly, fince the holy Scripture fo totally condemns i. 
both declaring * the Wages of it to be Death, and moreo- 
ver affirming, that -+ Whofoever hall keep the whole Law, 
and yet offend in one Point, he is guilty of all, whereby is 
implied, that fuch an one fhall as furely be proceeded 
againft as a Sinner, as he whofe Tranfgreflions are far 
more numerous. Hence that feemsa natural Inference, 
which you obférv’d in the next Place, that every wilful 
Relapfe into Sin, returns a Man back into his former 
miferable State, till he fhall have arifen out of it by a 
new Repentance. Every wilful Relapfe, { fay, for the 
Cafe you have fhewn to be quite otherwife with our 
involuntary Offences, that thofe will be pardoned upon 
a general Repentance, and fo our Salvation is not en- 
danger’d by them. You have taught us alfo how to di- 
ftinguifh betwixt’ Sins of Weaknefs, and Wilfulnefs. 
You have inftructed us likewife how to judge of our Sins 
of Omiflion, as belonging to either of thefe Claffes, ac- 
cording as they are indulged or not. As alfo, is the 
Cafe of our many Defe&s and Imperfections in the Ser. 
vice of God. And in order to a falutary Application of 
the whole to our Advantage, have recommended. a fre- 
quent, ferious, and penitent Examination of our felves, 
to each one’s conftant Practice, and noted the proper 
Times for it: aN 
+Theod. You fay right: This is the Sum of what I 
have been difcourfing more at large. And if either of 
you have an Obje@tion to make to it, I am ready to ex. 
plain my felf to your farther SatisfaGtion, — 
~ Eufeb. 1 fee no Caufe for any Objection. But if you 
will give me Leave, I will propofe an Inference from 
the —— which. I think may reduce all to one 
Word. : if 
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Theod. ‘That is eafily done. And I, know beforehand, 
the Word you mean, .is Sincerity., 5 
_ Exfeb. \t is fo. For | think the Refualt of all is this,that a 
fincere Endeavour to learn the Will of God, and do it, fo 
as:in nothing knowingly to offend him, isthe only Evi- 
dence of our being qualified for. a future ftate of Happi- 


nef{s. He that has this, fhall not fail of being accepted with — 


God; and he that hasit not,isfure not to beacceptedby him. 
. Theod. Moft certainly. For God) can neither love 
thofe that are not hearty in his Service, nor reject thofe 
that are. It is (2) the Heart he calls for, . And where- 
foever this is right before him, we may fafely depend 
upon his Favour. (b) Bleffed are the pure in Heart, for 
they fhall fee God, which no wicked:Mancando. The 
Sinner. muft not hope for fuch a Privilege, as is not.to 
be attained to without (c) Holine/s. But fince our Savi- 
our has taught us, that the Pure ia Heart havea right 
to it; this is an evident Proof, that fuch Purity. of 
Heart is the HolinefS that capacitates. for. this Blefled= 
nefs.. .Thus the wife Man invites to-havea fingular Re+ 
gard to the Motions of the Heart; and gives this Rea~ 
fon for it, that our, eternal Salvation has a peculiar De- 
pendance upon them. (d) Hear my Son, and:be wife, and 
guide thine Heart,in the Way. (e) Keeping thine Heart’ 
with alt Diligence, * before or above all keeping, thatois, 
with all the Care that may, be,..to preferve’ it, up-) 
fight before God; for aut ‘of it are the MIfues of Lifes, 
arid ores as this is well or ill difpofed, fuch. is, 
thy Behaviour like to be ontwardly, and fuch thy State’ 
to al] Eternity. So Almighty. God, commands. (the 
Gems to ( f ) circumcife the Foreskin. of their Hearts, (g )! 
to cut off and calf away their naughty Affections,, 
and be ‘no “more, ftiff-necked, as he, had, often com= 

lained they were. And by the Mouth of the Pro- 
phet Feremiah, he threatens to punifh them. for the 
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Wickednefs of their Hearts, as furely' as he would‘ the 
_  Edomites, or: Moabites, or ‘any other! of their Neigh- 
-bours, for their Uncircumicifion. (4). Behold the Days 
‘come, faith the Lord, that I will punilh all them that dare 
circumcifed, with the uncircumcifed , Eg ypt and Fudah, and 
Edom, and the Children of Ammon and Moab, and all that 
are in the utmoft Corners, that dwell. in the Witdernefs 5 for - 
all thefe Nations are uncircumcifed, and all the Floufe of 
“Tfrael are uncircumeifed’ ia Heart. Here the Fews, you 
fee, are ranked amongft the Uncircumcifed, ‘becanfe 
_ they» were foch in’Heart, as the others were in’ the 
Flefh ; they wanted that inward Circumcifion, without 
which, the outward Impreffion made in the Fleth, is of 
no Worth in God’s Account. ' And on the contrary, (7) 
Flezekian is commended, and profpered, becaufe what{o- 
ever he did in God’s Service, he did it with all his Heart. 
And in the New Teftament, fays our Saviour to the 
Pharifees, (k) Ye are’ they which juftify your felves before 
Mens but God knoweth the Heart: () And“divers other 
Places there are, where the Heatt is declar’'d to be 
what God refpects; fo that if this be not devoted to 
his) Honour, all the Service we can pay him, is like 
to ftand us in little ftead. And on the other Hand, if 
this be upright and clean, and we are inwardly bent 
upon his Service, we fhall not need to defpond, and 
to torment our felves for fuch lef, involuntary Mifcar- 
tiages, as. we find it out of our Power totally to pre- 
vent. | | os 
_  Eufeb. But how fhall I know whether my Heart be 
_fuch, as will approve it felf before God? | 
« Theods You may know it by thefe Marks; which [ 
fhall very briefly mention, and fo leave them to your 
own Confideration, to make what farther Improvement 
youcanof them. 1. If the certain Tenor and general 
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Courfe of your Life be Holy. This is fo neceflary from 
the conftant Do@trine of the Gofpel, declaring, all Sin to 
be of adeadly Nature, and that it is in all refpeéts di- 
ametrically oppofite to the Will of God, that whofoever 
pretends to pleafe God, can never give Way to it, 
without a great Degree of Hypocrify and Infincerity. 
2. If your Care to pleafe God be founded upon truly 
religious Principles and Motives. A Man may do many 
good Things, and yet be far from being a good Man, if 
they be done toa wrong End, or for fome unworthy 
finifter Defign. If he be Temperate for his Health’s — 
fake. only, or Charitable out of Oftentation and Vain- — 
glory, or Fair in his Dealings for the Prefervation of 
his Credit and Reputation, or Patient of Affronts out 
of pure Cowardife, or Abftemious out of Covetoufnefs, — 
or Obfervant of his Times and Devotion out of pure Cus © 
ftom, and becaufe he fees others do it, or for the carrying 
on fome worldly Intereft, or becaufe his Time lies upon ~ 
his Hands, and he knows not how otherwife to employ 
himfelf; fuch anone miferably deceives himfelf, if he 
thinks Almighty God will look upon this as an accep= 
table Service, whilft he is confcious to himfelf that he 
did it not for his. Maker’s Honour, but for his own Ad= 
vantage. This fhews him to be intent upon ferving not — 
God, but himfelf, and that all his good Deeds are done, | 
either to bad Purpofes, or at leaft to fuch as are un- — 
worthy of his moft Holy Religion, and fo can neither re= | 
commend him to Almighty God now, nor make him 
happy for ever hereafter. 3. lf yoube as ftudious to © 
ferve God, and as afraid of offending him in Privateas _ 
in Publick, in Bad Company asin Good, and when you ~ 
are like to. fuffer, as when you hope to get by it. A ~ 
true Chriftian is Uniform in his Obedience, at all Times; 
and in all Places, ftudying to approve himfelf, what he 
profeffts to be, and. never acting contrary to his Duty; 
with whatfoever Impunity he may do itin this World, © 
or how little Notice foever may be taken of it. His 
BufinefS is not to pleafe Men, but God, whofe Eye he 
knows is moft afluredly upon him, who fees intothe . 
clofeft Corner of the Heart, and to whom he muft be 
: . accountable 
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accountable at the laft Day. And whofoever.he be 
that takes a contrary Courfe, needs. no other Argu- 
ment toconvince him of his Infincerity, than that his 
Praétice is not to be reconciled to his Profeffion. A true 
fear of God over-awes.a Man at all Times, and in all Pla: 
ces and Eftates, as well whenit is.againft his Temporal 
Intereft, as. when on. it’s Side, and. will have the fame 
Influence inthe fecret Chambers as in the open. Streets, 
and will make a Man as unwilling tooffend, where no 
other Eye but that of the Almighty can fee it, as in the 
Face of the greateft Aflembly. And. whofoever finds him- 
felf thus careful of his Duty, may juftly look upon it, as 
_ an undeniable Token of his Sincerity,. 4. If fuch your 
Care to pleafe God be without a Referve for any beloved 
Luft or Inclination. A truly good Man owns himfelf 
obliged to, an. univerfal Obedience to the divine Com: 
-mandments of the one Table, as well as.of the other, and 
_ when contradictory to his own natural Temper and Dee 
fires, no-lefs than when moft agreeable thereto. And by 
an Enquiry into his Converfation, and the Difpofition 
of his Mind in this. Refpect, a Man may find whether 
the Divine Will; or his. own, be the more prevailing 
Principle in him; whether he is more concerned to.pleafe 
God, or himfelf; and ina Word, whether he be fo fins 
cere and hearty in the Performance of his Duty, as he’ 
ought, and profeflesto be. 5. 1f you be watchful againft 
leffer Sins, as well as againft thofe of a grofler and fouler 
Nature, Itis not enough that. we havean Abhorrence 
of fuch crying Iniquities, as none but a very hardened 
Sinner will dare to venture upon. Buta good Chriftian, 
_ and an unfeigned Follower of. our Bleffed Lord, wilhbe 
continually upon his Guard againit all. Temptations, 
to whatever deferves the Name.of Sin. He knows that 
every wilful Tranfgreflion of his Duty, isa high affront 
offered to the great and good God; whom he is bound 
to fear above all things, and dares not venture upon 
it forall the World, how light a Matter foever others 
may make of it, Though divers even of our wil- 
ful Sins are comparatively little, he knows peed 
| that 
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that none is really fo in its own Nature ; and thetefore 
makes it his Bufinefs to keep from all Sins, and ever 
from fuch as are moft common, and leaft condemned by 
the generality of Men. And till a Manis come to be 
thus watchful againft all Appearance of Evil, ¥ cannot fee 
how he can fatisfy himfelf of his Sincerity in the Service 
of God. 6. And laftly, If you be truly humbled, upon 
every unforefeen Failure in your Duty, and thencefor+ 
ward watchfully endeavour an Amendment. I have al- 
ready obferved, that fach a Sorrow for Sin committed, is 
not of it felf any Proof that a Man is really a good Man. 
But | may fafely affirm it on the other Hand, asanun= © 
doubted Truth, that he who can fuffer himfelf to be bes — 
trayed into any Sin, without being heartily concerted 
and troubled for it afterwards, is far from being what 
he ought to be. He muft have little Réverence for Als 
mighty God, and little Senfe of Duty to him, that can 
reflect upon his having difobeyed:his Laws, without be- 
ing afhamed, and troubled for it. ° But when a Man is 
fo fenfible of his having done amifs, in deviating from 
his Duty, that he heartily laments and bewails it, and 
not only fo, but fets himfelf with all his Might, to walk 
more'carefully for the future, this argues a right Difpo- 
fition of Soulin him. This is the beft he is capable of 
doing, towards making a Reparation for what he has 
done amifS, and is avery good Sign, that he is fincere ~ 
in his Profeflion. Thefe, my Friend, are the moft ob- — 
vious Marks of a fincere Defire to pleafeé God. - Andif » 
thefe Fruits appear in your Converfation, you need not 
Queftion, but the Root fromwhence'they fpring is found 
and good, and fuch as through our blefled Saviour’s Mes 
diation, will noutifh you to eternal Life. > 
Eufeb. Really Theodorus, you have given me fuch Sas 
tisfaction, and fet this great Point in fo clear a Light, 
that Lhope nothing further need be defired, for letting a 
Man into the true State of his Soul, but only that he 
carefully apply himfelf, to make a right Ufe of the Me« 
thod here prefcribed for it. Which I befeech Almighty 
God to give us all Grace to do faithfully and impartial 
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dy, and as in his Sight, who knows us. far better than 
we know our felves, and whom we are fure we cannot 
_ deceive, though if we be not very careful and inquifi- 
tive, or make Judgment of our felves otherwife, than 
by the Rules here laid down, we may deceive our felyes 
to our own Deftrudion. . 
Anchith. This Difcourfe has come very feafonably for 
me,who am now upon the BufinefS of reviewing my Life, 
and making my Peace with God, before I go hence and be 
no more feen. And whofe great Concern it is therefore 
to enquire narrowly into the State of my Soul, that I 
depart. not hence with a-falfe Peace, and ill grounded 
Hope, and fo be made fadly to bewail the ill Effedts of 
my Miftake to all Eternity. -1 will therefore examine 
my felf by thefe Rules, that fo I may fee how the Cafe 
Mtands betwixt God and my Soul, and what Affurance I 
can promife my felf, that if Idie now, as I am very like 
to do, I fhall not be for ever Miferable. And that I may 
do it as ought, I humbly beg the Affiftance of my God 
_ tO open mine Eyes, that I may fee the wondrous Things of his 
Law, and may difcover and be truly Penitent for my ma- 
nifold Tranfgreflions of it. 


_A Prayer for Dire€tion in order to a right Judge 
ment of one’s felf. 


| Lord God of Hots, who fearcheft the Heart, and trieft 
O the. Reins, and abe all our Ways, to bring us ta 
& firitt Account for them, and to render to every Man accor- 
ding to his Works 5 to thee I fly for Affiftance and Direttion 
4% this my languifhing Condition. Difcover me clearly to my 
Self, that I may fee how vain and foolifh, how carelefs and 
negligent, how difobedient and undutiful I have been, and may 
be deeply humbled for it. And where I have faithfully and. 
heartily endeavoured to pleafe thee, though with great Weak-= 
nels and Imperfettion, make me fenpible of this too, that 
through the Merits of our Bleffed Saviour, I may enjoy the 
Comfort of it. Teach me to pafs aright Judgment upon my 
pita R see 
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feif, that I may neither prefume upon thy Goodnefs, whilft I 
allow my felf in any Iniquity, nor defpair of thy Mercy and 
Forgivene{s, when Ide not. Mortify and fubdue the Remain- — 
ders of Corruption in me. Increafe and perfect all my Graces, | 
or whatfoever good Inclinations thou feet in me. And take — 
me not hence, O gracious Lord, till thou fhale have fitted me 
for the Fruition of thine everlafting Kingdom. Hear me, O 
Lord, and grant me this my most bumble Request, for the fake, 
and through the Merits of Fefus Chrift, thine only Son, our 
Lord and Saviour. Amen. 


-<Pheod. The Good Lord hearken to you, and give 
you a gracious Anfwer. And fo I recommend you to” 
the divine Protection, hoping to wait upon you again to 
morrow. 
Anchith. A thoufand Thanks to you, good Theodorus, 
for all your Kindnef$. I thank you alfo Eufebius. | 
Eufeb. \pray God be with you, and grant youa fa= 
vourable Night, after this long Vifit. : | 
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Theophilus. UR Friend Eufebiws and { are come to 
fee you, good Anchithanes, Timotheus 

and Philogeiton defigned alfo to accompany us ; but Bufi- 
nefs has fallen out crofs, that they are forced to beg your 
Excufe till to morrow, when we are all to be here by a | 
new Appointment. 3 | 
Eufebivs. They fully intended to have come with us, 
and were heartily troubled at their Difappointment. | 
But pray Anchithanes, how are you now ? | 
Anchithanes. (thank God'not very uneafy, either in, 
Body, or Mind; but weaker and weaker ; wearing 
é away 
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_ away as you fee. The good God of his Mercy fit me for 
my great oun which feems to be approaching. 
Theoph. | truft he has done it already, that you need 
not be follicitous upon that Account. 1 
Anchith, 1 hope it is done in a good Meafure; yet not 
. fo, but that Ihave great Caufe to pray to God to com- 
_ pleatit. Andit is a matter of that vaft Confequence 
to my Soul, that I cannot be too careful about it. Which 
makes me beg what farther Affiftance you can give in 
order to it. : 
Theoph. With all our Hearts. Sb 
_ Auchith. | am very weak, and much fpent fince you 
_ faw me laft, and not like to continue any Time in this 
World, and would be glad to improve the fall Re- 
- Mainder of my Days, if at leaft I haye any yet remain« 
ing, to the beft Purpofes I can. 
Theoph. What Service is it we can do you ? 
~_ Anchith. When you did me the Favour, Theophilus, to 
vifit me formerly, you promifed to inform me, how I 
might frame aright Judgment of my felf, as to dift 
cern whether I be in the Favour of God at prefent, and 
in the Way to be faved hereafter. But 7; heodorus, ¥ 
thank him, has been at fo-much Pains to teach me this, 
that I fhall not now trouble you about it. | 
Theoph. What is it then you would defire ? 
_ Aachith. To be taught what Duties are peculiarly 
incumbent upon one ia my Condition, that lies upon 
the Bed of SicknefS, and every Day expects his Diffolue 
tion ; as Inow do. | 
Theoph. I know not how we can employ our Time bet# 
ter, if your Weaknefs will not make our Difcourfe a Dis 
- fturbance to you. pie : 
Aanchith. Affare your felves, it will not. For though 
Iam much fpent as to my Body, I thank God my Un- 
derftanding is {till clear. And I hope I fhall be able 
both to attend to, and practice what I fhall learn from 
you. - : 
 Theoph. Do not think, Anchithanes, that we pretend 
to teach you, but only to refrefh your Memory, and 
a) R 2 bring 
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bring to-Mind what you may have let flip, during this - 
Want of your Health. : ‘nine be . 
~ Anchith. \fhall not interrupt your good Defign, by 
returning your Complement ; but do beg the Favour of 
youtobegin. ~~ ae : 
- Theoph Youare then to look upon your felf, as pol — 
fibly upon the brink of the Grave, ready to launch into 
Eternity, in as uncertain a Condition as * Damocles, 
with his Dagger hanging over his Head, and threatning — 
every Moment to drop upon him, and difpatch him. — 
Which thought calls upon you to mufter up all your For- — 
ces, and be as induftrious as poflibly you can, in making — 
a good Use of the few Sands that yet remain in your 
Glaf.. Itis but alittle Time you can promife your felf 
to. work in, the Day being far fpent, and the Night, 
wherein no Man can Work, in all appearance drawing on 
apace. There is none fo weak, but God, if he fee fit, 
can reftore him. And we have known divers Perfons 
given over by the Phyfician, and doubtlefs in as low a 
Condition as your felf, that yet haye recovered, and 
lived many Years after. But this being what you have 
little Reafon to expect, you do very wifely in laying | 
afide your Concern for this World, and employing your 
‘Thoughts wholly for the other. Your only Bufinefs is 
now, to make whatfarther Preparation you can, for a _ 
happy Departure hence, and a blefled Eternity when ~ 
you are gone. a 
-Anchith. And how mutt | do this ? 
_ Theoph. \ believe by this Time you find by Experi- — 
ence, that it is no great Matter a Man can do, when ~ 
xeducd to your helplefs Circumftances. Yet what he 
can, muft be done. : } . 
~ Anchith.~ Be pleasd to giveme your Diredtions, and 
J will obferve them according to my Power. a 
- Theoph. 1 fhould have begun in the Firff Place, ‘ 
with the firft Thing our Church recommends in her 
Rubrick for the Vifitation of the Sick, which is, To fend to j 
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the Minifter of the ‘Parifh, to beg his Affiftance and 
Prayers. But inftead of preffing this upon you, Iam’ 
rather to commend you for having already done it. And 
{prefume you are fatisfied by this ‘Time, you did well 
and wifely in it. Pie 
Anchith. | have owned it to you formerly, and have 
much more Reafon to do it, now that I have had more 
Experience, of the valuable Blefling, of fo ufeful a Help, 
. at fucha Time as this. Which isa Benefit I owe to you 
Theophilus. And I return you hearty Thanks for having 
firft put me upon it. . , ‘ : 
Theopb. | was fully fatisfied, of the fingular Ufeful- 
nefs of fuch a Guide, when you came within fight of 
Eternity, and of fuch an Interceflor for you to Hea- 
ven ; who being of God’s own Appointment, is there- 
fore the fitteft Perfon to offer up your Requefts for you, 
and to aflift youin the other Offices of Religion. Such 
a Spiritual Phyfician is therefore to be applied to, and 
not only defired once or twice for Form-fake, but fo 
as that he may perform the feveral Parts of his Office, 
conftantly during the Perfon’s SicknefS. This is one 
confiderable Branch of his Fun@ion ; and would prove 
of admirable Ufe, if duly put in Execution. 
Eufeb. And foit certainly would, if the Generality of — 
Mankind, were but as wife as they ought to be. | 
Theoph. It is a difmal Confideration, to think how 
great a Part, I fay, not of Mankind, but even of them 
that call themfelves Chriftians, and have paffed all their 
Days in this our truly excellent, Primitive, Apoftolical 
‘Church, live at fuch a Rate, that they feem-to ha i 
little more than the Name of Chriftians, to diftinguifh 
them from ews, Mahometans, or Heathens. | have heard 
Theodorus and other Divines make fad Complaint, with 
great Grief and Sorrow of Heart, that when they go 
‘to aflift their fick Neighbours. in their Neceflity, they 
find them too often fo intolerably ftupid, and fenfée- 
‘Jefs as to the Bufinefs of Religion, that it evidently ap- 
_ pears. to have been none of their Care, and little Good 
isto be done with’ them. Many. Times they. are, not 
RSG R 3 fent 
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fent to at all. And when they are, it is too often to 
wery little Purpofe, confidering what fort of Perfons 
they have to deal with. The Man they are to vifit, 
defires to partake of their Prayers. He looks upon 
himfelf as taking his Leave of this World, and begs 
they will befeech Almighty God, to grant him a hap- 
py Paflage into a better, But as to the Conditions 


required on his own Part, and without which thereis — 


- no Hope of Salvation, he is a great Stranger to them, 
If he be asked what Grounds he has to hope that 
God is reconciled to him, and has forgiven his Sins; 
his Anfwer is, that he has lived quietly and peaceably, 
has wronged none of his Neighbours, and fo he hopes 
well of himfelf. But ask him to give an Account of 
his Faith, and he does it very lamely. He has lived 
always in the Bofom of the Chutch, and commonly has 
madea Part of the Publick Congregation; but not ha- 
ving been taught his Catechifm when he was young, 
nor having duly accuftomed himfelf to read the Scrip- 
tures, and other good Books fince; he is almoft as lit- 
tle verfed in the Principles of Chriftianity, as if he 
had been bred up amongft the Savage Indians, or in the 
Deferts of Arabia. This is a dreadful Cafe, and fuch 
a Difcouragement to a faithful Paftor, as one would 
fcarce imagine poflible in a Chriftian Country, and where 
the free Ufeof the Gofpel is allowed, and the Reading 
of it encouraged, and its DoGrines continually explained 
and inculcated, as they are with us. Yet 1am well affu- 
red it is too true, and too common. . 

a Eufeb. This isa fad Story, if it happen but now and 
then. 

Theoph, 1 doubt if you ask of them who have 
had Occafion to know it beft, you will find it no fuch 
Rarity as you may imagine, And then if you inquire into 
his Praétice, he hopes well of it; but alas! He is mifera- 
bly deficient here too, He was bred up with a Profeflion 
of Religion, and has avoided fome of the more heinous 


‘Sins, fuch as Robbery, Adultery, Murder, or folemn — 


Perjury, which he has never heen guilty of, though 


perhaps 
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perhaps he has made no Confcience in Swearing in his 
ordinary Converfation, in direét Oppofition to our Sa- 
viour’s Prohibition, * Swear not at all, nor is notorious 
for Drunkennefs, or Lying, or Cheating, though pofli- 
bly far from being Innocent in any of thefe Refpects. 
As for the Worfhip of God in his Family, he is as per- 
fect a Stranger to it as can be, having never prayed with 
them, Morning or Evening, fince he had them to pray 
with, and poflibly but rarely by himfelf, nor perhaps 
has he fo much as ufed himfelf, to beg God’s Blefling 
upon his Meals, or to return Thanks for them. He has 
taken no Care of his Children, to bring them up in the 
Nourture and Admonition of the Lord. He minded indeed 
to get what Wealth he could for them,and to fettle them 
in the World to the beft Advantage; but as to their 
everlafting Welfare, he has had aslittle Regard for that, 
as for his own; which he feldom, if ever, ferioufly 
thought of. He went on carelefly, and did as he faw 
others do, but never troubled himfelf to inquire, whi- 
ther the Path he was in would lead him, and whether 
the End of it would not be Death and everlafting De- 
ftruction. 

Eufeb. This isa woful Proof of the great Need fuch 
have, of all the Affiftance that may be, to refcue them, 
if poflible, from ‘thofe intolerable Tortures, they have 
been fo long preparing for themfelves. | 
_ Theoph. \t isa melancholick Employment to vifit fuch 
thoughtlefS Sinners, both becaufe of the dreadful Con- 
dition they are in at prefent, and becaufe likewife of 
the little Impreflion is like to be made upon them, by 
allthe beft Advice that can be given them, the moft 
urgent and prefling Exhortations. that can be ufed, and 
allthe moft amazing Terrors, that can be reprefented 
to them, or the molt blefled Hopes that can be fet be- 
fore them. 

Aachith. Can they poflibly forbear confidering at fuch 
-a Time as this ? : rt 


| * St. Mat. 5. 34. 
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Theoph. It is too evident they can. Hither they care 
not to hear of the Danger they are in; orif they give 
ita patient Hearing, they hope God is merciful, and 
will pardon their Sins; they meant no Harm, and they 
truft he will therefore be favourable to them: They are 
forry they have offended him, and wifh they had done 
otherwife, and perhaps make fome faint Promifes, of be- 
. ing wifer for the future, if it may pleafe God to reftore 
them to their Health. But as for any real Signs of a true 


and hearty Repentance, thefe are rarely to be met with, 


among fuch nominal Chriftians. 

Eufeb. This is alamentable Cafe. But yet fince, if 
they willever be brought to confider, they will do it 
upon a near Profpect of Death; and fince it is found 
by Experience, that fome few are then for awakened, 


out of their former Lethargy, as thenceforward really ~ 


to become ew Men; itis very fit they fhould have the 
Means ufed, to try what the Effect will be. 


Theoph. And thofe who are duly mindful of their — 


Flocks, will not refufe todo the utmoft in their Power, 
for reclaiming fuch; though it is eafy to imagine, 
what a Mortification it muft be to them, to obferve the 
Difficulty of their Undertaking, and the little Hope 
they have of Succefs init, This isa great Difcourage- 
ment to a good Man; but will not deter him from 
performing his Duty to them, whatfoever the Event 
be. And it is a wonderful Comfort to him, if at any- 


Time he be fo happy, as to awaken either a ftupid, or © 


a hardened Sinner into aSenfe of his Duty, to be truly 
humbled for his Guilt, and earneftly defirous, not only 
of Pardon for it, but of Ability to bring forth Fruits meet 
for Repentance. | 

_ Eufeb. Hence we fee, what Reafon there is totry, 
if any Good can be done upon the worft of Men; who 
we may be fure will hearken now, if ever. 

Theoph. And this confirms what | faid, that the Mi 

nifter ought to have Notice, a any in his Parifh are 
Sick, that fo he may attend them, and do what Service 
he canior them, But notonly thefe, but the holieft and 


belt — 
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beft of Chriftians will acknowledge, the great Benefit 
of his Affiftance, of which they are fo fenfible, that 
they feldom need to be put in Mind of fending to him, 
and are rejoiced at the Sight of him, when coming to. - 
minifter to them, and are always highly thankful to him 
for it. This therefore is our Church’s firft Direction to. 
the Sick, that Notice be given tothe Minifter of the Parifh 
of his SicknefS. | ate tie 

In the Second Place, Inquiry is to be made, whether 
the Sick-Man has fettled his Temporal Affairs, and he 
is to be exhorted to make his Will immediately, if it be 
notalready done. Bing 

Eufeb. A very proper Exhortation upon divers Ac- 
counts, . 

Theoph. Moft certainly.. But not in relation to Ay- 
chithanes, who, to my certain Knowledge, has made 
His fome Days fince: It had been better to have done 
it fooner; but being done, there is no Occafion to prefs 
it now. 

Anchith. Theodorus, good. Man, when he was firft 
fo kind as to give mea Vifit, told me, he was comman- 
ded to inquire what Care I had taken, as to the Dif 
pofal of my Temporal Concerns, and was fo urgent 
with me to make no longer Delay, left haply I might 
‘die inteftate, and bring great Mifchief by it to my Fa- 
mily and Relations, that I forthwith fent for.an At- 
torney, and difpatched that Affair, as Theophilus has 
declared. ail 

Theoph. It were greatly to be wifhed, that all who - 
_have any Eftates to leave behind them, would be per- 
{waded never to be without a Will, and ever and anon 
' tooverlook it, and fee what Occafion there may be for 
any Alterations init. I have heard of fome that have 
renewed their Will annually ; and I cannot but think 
it very prudent, in fuch as have great Dealings in the 
World, todoit. And all others ought to amend what 
they fhall think Defeétive in it, upon every confiderable 
Alteration in their Circumftances. == 
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Eufeb. This undoubtedly were very advifeable, if 
Men would be prevailed with to hearken to it.” But 
alas! The Generality are fo far, from thus repeating 
their Will, that they will not be got to make it at all, 
till they find themfelves at the Point of Death; and it 
is well if they can be invited to do it then. 

Theoph. They can no more endure to think of making 
their Wills, than of fetting about their Repentance. 
And hence it too often comes to pafs, that though they 
acknowledge both neceflary, and promife, and feem re- 
folv’d todo both before they die, they are both put off 
till it is too late, and fo are never done atall. It is 
highly reafonable therefore, that this fhould be one 

rt of the Sick-Man’s Examination, to the end that 
if he have hitherto neglected either of thefe Duties, he 
may be perfwaded to apply himfelf to it with all the 
Speed that may be. | 

Eufeb. Yt were much rather to be defired, that Per- 
fons would take Care of both, in the Time of their 
Health and Strength, when they are better qualified — 
for the Performance of them. But fince the moft Part — 
will not be brought to this, by any Con{ideration what- 
foever, they have the more Need to be put in Mind of 
it when they come to die. | 

Theoph. And thus we are already fallen upon the — 
next Part of the Prieft’s Office in Vifiting the Sick, 
which is, to examine them concerning the Reality 
and Integrity of their Faith, and the Nature and Sin- — 
cerity of their Repentance. As to the former of thefe, — 
the Truth and Integrity of their Faith, the Office is 
very exprefs and clear, the Form of doing it, being — 
directed to be by propounding the feveral Articles of — 
the Apoftles Creed, by way of Queftion, whereby to — 
Jearn, whether the Sick Perfon do really and truly believe — 
them all. 

Euféb. This Creed containing in it the Sum of our 
‘Chriftian Faith, that is, of what is neceflary to be be- 
lieved by each one of us, in order ‘to Salvation; itis — 
but fit, the Sick Man fhould be fure to fatisfy himfelf, — 

whether 
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‘whether he has taken Care to be fully informed, of what 
it fo highly imports him to know and believe, to bis Souls 
Health. ie | 

Theoph. This therefore the Minifter is to put him in 
_ Mind of, and he is accordingly to deal faithfully and 
impartially by himfelf, and by no means, to deceive 
himfelf, either with an ill grounded, or a falfe Faith; 
which, howfoever it might ftop the Voice of his Con- 
fcience at prefent, will ftand him in no ftead, when 
he fhall be called to give up his Account at the laft 
Great Day. And then, as to the Nature of the Sick 
Perfon’s Repentance, the Prieft is to inquire, and fo 
are they themfelves too, into their Hatred of, and Hu- 
miliation for their Sins, their Forgivenefs of all that 
have injur’d them, their defire of Pardon from whom. 
foever they have offended, and their readinefs to make: 
Reititution, to any they may have wronged. | 

Eufeb. Tilla Man is thus difpos’d,. there is no Hope 
left for him. And there is therefore all the Reafon in 
the World, that this fhould not only be propounded to 
him, but if he be found Negligent in this Refpedt, he 


fhould be prefs’d with all the Vehemence and Barneft- © 4 


nefs that may be, to make the beft Amendment his pre- 
fent unhappy Circumftances willadmit of =. 
Theoph. This is the laft Remedy he has left; and if 
he will not be perfwaded to make ufe of this, nothing 
farther remains for him, but Defpair and Mifery. Which 
ought to excite him, to leave no Method unattempted 
whereby he can any Way hope, to retrieve himfelf out 


of this wretched Condition, and to try, by all Means ~ 


that can be thought of, whether it be yet poffible to 
obtain the Favour of God, and a well grounded Hope 
of Salvation, But confidering Anchithaness manner of 
Life, and his ufual Care to pleafe God, and prepare for 
his latter End, I fhall not infift any farther upon this. 
I proceed rather to another Part of the Minifter’s Of- 
fice in his Entercourfe with the Sick-Man, which is, 
Fourthly, to put him in Mind of making a fpecial Confe[-, 
fion of his Sins, if he find his Confcience troubled with any 


weighty 


» 
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weighty Matter, and then proceed with him as he finds 
hima true Penitent, or not. But this, together with. 
the Adminiftration of the holy Sacrament, and the Ab- 
folution upon your earneft Defire of it, having been all 
perform’d by Theodorus, 1 pafs over thefe too. 

Eufeb. lf I miftake not, the Miniffer is earneftly to 
move fuch fick Perfons, as are of Ability, to be liberal to the 
Poor. | 

Theoph. You are not miftaken. Thisis to be made 
a Fifth Part of the Sick Man’s Bufinefs, and he muft be 
fure to take Care of it now, if he have not done it 
before. As Anchithanes had done plentifully in his Health, 
when what he gave, was a much better Charity than it 
would have been at this Time. Though now, by way 
of Addition to his former Benefactions, he has left a 
farther confiderable Sum to that Purpofe, in his Will. 
So that neither is there Occafion of recommending this 
Duty to him. ‘ 

Eufeb. | truft Almighty God will give him an abun- 
dant Recompence at the Refurrettion of the Fuft. But what 
is the next Duty you would mention ? 

Theoph. A quiet, patient Deportment under his Di- 
Stemper, is a Sixth Duty, neceflarily incumbent upon 
the Sick Man,and which heis to take a particular Care of. 
A Duty, which (fo far as it refpe@ts Almighty God, and 
the Obedience that is due to his moft holy Will, and ac- 
cordingly isto be put in Practice at all Times, whene- 
ver under any Preflure or Calamity) has been already fo 
largely recommended at a former Meeting, that I need 
fay no more of it. Wherefore I fhall only obferve here, 
that he is to be patient and eafy as to thofe whoare 
about him, to affiit him in his SicknefS.. He is not on- 
Jy to take Care, that he be not like * Fonas, angry at 
Almighty God, for his Hand over him; but. neither 
may he be peevifh and fretful, towards thofe who are do- 
ing, good Offices for him; which were an ill Requital for 
al! the Benefit he receives by their Means. This fort 
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of Carriage, I grant, is not readily avoided, when a_ 
Man is tortur’d with exceflive Pain, or Heat, or Thirft, 
_ fothat he knows not which way to turn himfelf, to be. _ 
at Reft. . But yet a good Chriftian will watch againft its 
that he do not return Difobligations and Affronts, for 

the kind Affiftance they afford him. } 

Anchith. This Caution comes feafonably to me, who. 
am too apt to be provok’d at every little Occurrence, 
and I know not how to help it. J do not encourage my 
felf in it; and I never ufe to be fo before; which makes 
* me hope it is the Effect of my Difeafe, and will be for- 
given me upon that Account. But however, I do en- 
deavour to prevent it as far as] am able. ' 

Theoph. And fo you ought. For Meeknefs, and Pati- 
ence, are Virtues of no fmall Account in the Chriftian 
Religion. And Sicknefs is a moft proper Time for the 
Exercife of them, fo far as the Man can recollect his 
‘Thoughts, and govern himfelf. And though he cannot 
then command himéelf as at other Times, and fo is more 
eauly tranfported beyond his Bounds; yet is the due 
Government of his Paffions fo much the more commen- 
dable, by how much the more he finds himfelf inclined 
to give way to them. | x, 
 Enufeb. Thefe are fome of thofe Duties, which con- . 
cern the Sick-Man as fuch, and are to be attended to ac- 
cordingly, by all that would make aright Ufe of their 
Sicknefs, to God’s Glory, and their own everlafting Ad- 
vantage. But by the Difcourfe we had by the Way, it 
feem’d to me Theophilus, there are feveral other Duties 
to be practifed upon this Occafion, and which the Sick- 
Man ought to employ himfelf about, as efpecially Pre- 
paratory for Death and Eternity. 

Theoph. It is true, there are feveral others, befides 
thefe hitherto mention’d, that each one ought to be 
_ exercis’‘d in, when ever it is his Lot to languifh upon a 
Sick-bed, and be in Expe¢tation of Death. . The chief: 
of which I-fhall now recite, as the Time, and Anchitha- 
_ ges’s Strength and Patience will give me Leave. 
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J. The firft is, a ferious Confideration of Death. That 
the Sick-Man bethink himfelf in a folemn Manner, what’ 
it is to die, and pafs into the other World. 

' Eufeb. 1. Death is no lefs than a total Separation of 
the Soul and Body, and fo a Diffolution of our natural 
Frame and Conftitution. And it will concern every one 
to provide for this, that he may be able to bear up 
againft all the Terrors of it, with Courage and Magna- 
nimity, and not be overwhelm’d with Sorrows upon 
every Appearance of it. 
_\ Theoph. You quite miftake me, Eufebius , for 1 do not 
mean what I fpeak of Death, in relation to it as fuch a 
Quitting this earthly Tabernacle, which is a Matter of 
no fuch great Concernment. For though thefe twe old 
Affociates having, perhaps for Threefcore or Fourfcore 
Years fucceflively, fo conftantly attended each other, as 
_ never to have been parted one Minute, the Apprehen- 
fion of fuch Parting may feem terrible beforehand, and 
put the Man into a Perplexity at the Thought of it; yet, 
if rightly confider’d, there is no juft Caufe of being dif- 
may’d at this. Becaufe though it muft be own’d, the Bo- 
dy hereby becomes only a fenfelefs, ufelefs Lump of cold 
Clay, and afterwards the Food of Worms, the Soul, 
which is by far the principal Part, ftill retains its Viva- 
city. This dies not, but is immediately tranflated into 
another State, where it not only remains alive, but fhall 
do fo to the Time of Judgment. And when that Great 
Day comes, its former Companion, the Body, fhall be 
raisd, and reunited to it, that fo they may continue to- 
gether to al] Eternity. So that whatfoever Damage 
there is in their prefent Separation, it will be abundant- 
ly compenfated at the Refurrection, when they fhall 
meet again, and be conjoin’d to each other, with fuch 
an intimate and perpetual Union, as fhall never be diflol- 
ved. In fhort, if the Disjunction of the Soul and Body 
puts an End to this fhort Life, the Refurrection, which 
is neceflarily to follow in its due Time, will bring them 
together again, never to be parted more. And this, 
methinks, fhould banifh all the Trouble, that en | 
otner- 
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otherwife arife from the Thoughts of Death, confider’d 
under this Notion, namely, that it is only the Body, - 
the groffer and lefs valuable Part that dies, and that too 
but for alittle Time, after which, both Soul and Body 
fhall be reftor’d to each other, and enjoy one another. 
with all the Security that can be defir’d, or imagin’d, and 
this to all Eternity. Nor is this all, but the Body hall a- 
rife of a pure, refined and fpiritual Nature, and by this 
Means incomparably fitter for the Soul’s Operations, 

than ever it has been here. * This Corruptible hall put on In- 
corruption, and this Mortal Immortality, and Death fhall be 
Swallowed up in Vittory, fo as never to make a fecond At- 
tempt upon them. And can any one think it hard to put 
off this meaner earthly Cloathing for a while, to receive 
it again with infinite Improvement; to lay afide this lefS 
ufeful Inftrument of the Soul, that he may have it at 
length reftor’d, in far greater Perfection, purged from all 
its Corruption, healed ofall its Weaknefles, and fecured 
againft Mortality, and all thofe Difeafes which are fo 
many internal and natural, and all thofe unhappy Acci« 
dents, which are fo many external contingent Caufes of 
it. This muft be a blefled Change, for a corruptible, 
perifhing, mortal Body, fubje& to Sicknefles and Pains, 
and athoufand forts of Deaths, to be made glorions 
and immortal, and fet above the Power of the many 
“Misfortunes, whereto it is liable here. The Soul alfo 
fhall be wonderfully improv’d ; its Capacity fhall be en- 
larged, fo that {though we fee now through a Glafs darkly, 
yet then Face to Face 5 though now we know in Part, then we 
Shall know more thoroughly, even as alfo we are known. The 
Confideration whereof, if rightly attended to, will ne- 
_ ceffarily be a powerful Antidote, againft thofe Fears and 
Difturbances, whereto People ordinarily find them- 
felves fubje&t upon this Account. And for this Reafon 
it was, that I told you I did not {peak of Death, as a 
Diffolution of the vital Union, that is betwixt the Soul 
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and the Body, becaufe not of any fuch ill Confequence, 
as that a Man needs to be greatly concern’d about it. 
Eufeb.2. Youcannot meanit, lam confident as to 
the Pains of Death ; becaufe though thefe are many 
Times very fharp, they are of no long Continuance, 
and ufually the fhorter, when they are the fharper. It 
is a melancholick Sight to behold a dying Man, confin’d 
to a ftill and darkened Room, ftored with Pots and 
Vials, with his Relations and Friends about him, con- 
fulting his Phyficians, and endeavouring by all Means. 
poffible, to prolong a miferable Life, though it be but 
for a few Hours; to fee him lying in this uncomfortable 
Condition, panting for Breath, fighing and groaning, 
and making the: moft doleful Complaints, of the Ago- 
nies. he feels in himfelf, too great for weak Mortality 
to confli& with, and which muft inevitably wear him 
out in a very little Time. You cannot be fuppofed, I 
fay, to mean this, when you advife to be thinking of 
Death ; becaufeall this Treatment, how painful foever 
to the Patient, and howfoever fhocking to others, is 
but of very fhort Duration, and will foon be intirely 
over. 
" Theeph. 1 do as little mean this. For this, though the 
more commen, is not the only Way of leaving the 
World. Some are fhatched hence by outward Acci- 
dents; fome by Polypufes, Epilepfies, Apoplexies, Con- 
vulfions, Lethargies, and other latent Diftempers that 
difpatch them in a Moment. Some have been over- 
charg’d with an Excefs of Meat.or Drink, or of fudden — 
Joy or Grief. And fome again are worn out by Age, and 
a daily decay, and give up the Ghoft without fo much 
asaSighor aGroan. Andwhen Death appears with | 
its moft frightful Countenance, and armed with its 
dreadfulleft Terrors, as to the Manner of it, tho’ it be | 
very affecting for the prefent, all this is of fo little Con- 
tinuance, and will be over in fo fhort a Space, as not to 
be of any Confideration, in Comparifon of what is to fol- 
low afterwards. tj gas 
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- Enufeb. 3. There is another Profpe& of Death, that is 
‘terrible to moft Men, and which needs to be provided 
-againft; and that is with refpe& to the Lofs that 
“comes by it. For it is no lefS than an eternal Depriva-~ 
“tion of all the good Things of this Life, which Mar. 
‘kind are fo infatiably enamour’d of, and in Purfuit | 
whereof they ufually fpend all their Days. And moft 
Men will think it very hard, to be cut off.in the midft 
of their Hopes, when perhaps they have almoft arriv’d 
at the Top of their Defires; to be then ftripped of all, 
‘and laid as naked inthe Earth, as if they had never 
‘been Owners of any Thing. * Be mot afraid, fays the 
~Pfalmift, though one be made rich, or the Glory of his Houfe 
e increas’; he fhall carry nothing away with him when he 
dieth, neither faall-his Pomp follow him. While he lived, he 
“counted himfelf a happy Man; but he ‘hall certainly follow 
“the Generation of lis Fathers, fhall defcend to. the fame 
Place of Death and Corruption, the dark and filent 
“Grave, whither they are gone before him, and fhall ne- 
ver fee Light. How profperous foever his Circumftances 
are, when once Death calls for him, there is no with- 
ftanding fuch a Summons, but immediately he muft for- 
* fake them all, and +- zo to his long Home. 

Theoph. All this is very true. When Death comes, 
every one muft leave his Riches, his Honours, his Plea- 
fares, his Friends and Relations, and whatfoever is dear- 

eft to him in this World. All which are highly Charm- 
“ing to the earthly-minded Man, and it ftrikes him to 
the Heart to think of parting with them. And Oh 
“that he could but have them any Way fecured to himas 
“long as he fhall havea Being! He would then defire. no 
better Portion ; nor would he be: prevail’d- upon-to--re- 
‘ fign his Intereft in them, for all the moft ineftimable, 
*anconceivable, immortal Glory, and Blifs and: Felicity 
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of the other State. . Yet after all, * they are of fo fhort. 
and uncertain a»Tenure, and liable to fuch a Variety of 
Cafualties, and Loffes, and Frauds, and Violences; and 
at beft are unferviceable to fo many of the Purpofes of 
Life, that a wife Man, would never. fuffer himfelf to 
be overefond of them. But then, if we callto Mind, 
how extremely dangerous and deftrudtive they are, that 
(4) ye cannot ferve God and Mammon, that (b) if any Man 
Love'the World, the love of the Father is not in him, that (c) 
the Love ef Money isthe root of all Evil, there being as the 
Orator fpeaks, (d) Nullum Officium tam fantkum atque fo- 
lenne, quod non Avaritia comminuere atque-violare foleat, NO 
Duty fo facred) and. folemn, as that Covetoufnefs, will 
Mot impair and violate:it 5.1 fay, if this be taken into” 
the:Account, the Confideration thereof may well abate 
our unréafonable Affeation for any. Thing of this Na- 
‘ture, and:put us upon another. Sort of Thoughts and 
“‘Defigns. And indeed to refle& how. flitting and uncer 
tain, and again, how nfelef$ and unfatisfactory all fub- 
unary Enjoyments. are; fhould certainly raife up our 
-Minds:to the Joys that-are above, and fhould teach us 
-to (e) dook not at thefe temporal good Things which are fen, 
but thofe which are infinitely better and .more defireable, 
thatoare: not feen,/and, are eternal. _And were but. our 
-Heartsionce throughly fet upon thefe, we fhould foon 
-find it no difficult Task, to defpife all this Life’s tranfi- 
-tory, imperfeét Satisfaétions aud Enjoyments, in Com= 
-parifon of thofe greater and more durable, and confe- 
cguently far more valuable Treafures. This would make- 
-us even long to be at) Home, at our Father’s Houfe, to 
odwellein:thofé blefled Mantfions which he,has:prepared 
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for his beloved, to partake of that ( f) Fullnefs of Foy 
_ which isinhis Prefence, and thofe moft tranfporting Piea- 
_fures, which are at his Right Hand for evermore. Such is 
the vaft Difference, that is betwixt all the moft enticing 
_Allurements of this World, and’ the unconceivable Fe= 
‘licity of the other, that he who ferioufly attends to it; 
will find no more Difficulty in refigning all here, to enter 
upon that far better State, than in parting witha poor 
homely Cottage, amongft the meaneft of -the People, to 
take Poffeflion of a plentiful Fortune, a ftately Palace, 
and an honourable Authority and Jurifdi@ion.. So far 
~ would he be from grieving at ‘his Change ! It is related 
of * Cleombrorus, and -+- Gorgias, and Cato, and || divers 
others amongft the Heathens, that they were fo weary 
of this World, and had fuch a longing and eager Defire; 
after the Rewards they promis’d themfelves in the other, 
as to be not only reconcil’d to Death, but even fond of 
‘it, and that they therefore fet themfelves to haften its 
as if it would not otherwife have fei?’d thein Time 
enough. And what an intolerable Shame is it for Chri- 
ftians, who have far nobler Rewards in view, ‘than thefé. 
Could ever dream of, to be in Bondage to what they 
were fo much Mafters of ? And above all Times is fuch 2 
_ Dotage on the World moft inexcufable, when a Man is 
convinced, that in all Probability he is entring upon ans 
other Life, wherein he can neither have Occafion for; 
Nor receive any Benefit from, what he is fo loth to leave: 
This argues his Chriftianity to have but little Influence 
upon him, fince otherwife he could not poflibly be fo 
_Regardlefs, either of the Glories it offers in a future 
_State, or of the frit Obligations it lays upon all its 
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Profeflors, to beware of being enflaved to any Thing 
here below... 
Eufeb. 4. Death may be confider’d as a Deliverance 
from this frail Life, and the numerous Calamities, and 
Misfortunes. of divers Kinds, that fo conftantly attend 


it. Man is born to Trouble, as the Sparks fly upwards. They 


are natural to him during, his Paflage through this- vale 


_of Tears and Sorrows. Atd he can no more hope to 


-efcape them, than to live without breathing. As we 


of innumerable undeferved Bleflings ; fo on the other 


Hand, thofe who are in the moft advantageous Circum- 


{tances having neverthelefS their different Sorts of Crof- 
fes and Vexations, to conteft with. * And that Death 


~ 
ll 


‘are all, even the moft miferable of us, made Partakers— 


puts an End to thefe, can be no Misfortune, nor need © 
the Thoughts of fuch a blefled Change, to break any 


“one’s Reft beforehand. Wherefore I cannot fuppofe this 


to be what you mean, when you call upon the Sick-man 
te sonfider, what it is to die. | | 
Theoph. You may be fare it isnot. - For who would 
ever dread to be delivered from. all his Infirmities, Lof 
fes, Cares, Wrongs, Affronts, or whatever Kind of 
Troubles? This were to be efteem’d a fingular Happi- 


_nef$; and fo far from adminiftring juft Caufe of Com- 


plaint or Diffatisfa@ion, that a Man ought in all Reafon 
to conclude himfelf nota Lofer, but a Gainer; not rule 
ned, but faved by it. But there is ftill another Notion 


of Death you have not yet touched upon. 


- 


Eufeb. 5. There is fo, that it is the Door to an eternal 


State. And what a Remedy is this againft all the Fears — 


of Death, to think that when we come into the other 


* Moriar? hoc dicis, definam xgrotare pofle; definam alligari pof- 
fe, definam mori poffe. Senec. Epift. 24. 
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World, we fhall be fare never to die more, but live to” 


eternal Ages? O Eternity! Eternity ! What an’ ims 


menfe Addition is fuch a boundlefs Duration to any Sort — 


of Happinefs ? But what an Excefs of HappinefS muft 
it. be, to live in Peace, and Reit, and Joy, and neither 
hunger, nor thirft, nor meet with any Crofs Accidents, 


or ill Ufage, nor be fick, nor grow old, nor die, through | 


a long Eternity ? This is fuch a bleffed and lafting Dura- 


tion, that our prefent, tranfitory and troublefom Life, » 
bears no Manner of Proportion to it, and therefore » 


ought by no Means to be fet in Competition with it. 


“Theoph. Moft certainly it ought not, though there » 


had been no more in the Cafe, than that the Life we en- 
ter upon at Death, and which we are henceforward to 
lead in the other World, is of a perpetual, eternal Con- 


tinuance, and fhall never draw towards an End. But’ 
that which is each one’s chief Concern, and ‘calls for his 


utmoft Care and Diligence, and which to this End I 
now recommend to your Confideration, is the Nature 
of the Shore whereon we fhall be landed in that eter- 
nal World. * Our Bodies at Death univerfally return 
to the Earth, from whence. they had their firft’ Extra- 


tion. But our Souls pafs immediately into another Life.. 
either of Happinefs or Mifery, lefS perfe& in the mean» 


Time, but which will be fully compleated at the Refur- 
rection, and the general Judgmentiof all Mankind. At 


which Time our blefled Lord, who is to be our Judge, 
-acquaints us beforehand, that fome fhall be fet on the 


Right Hand, and the reft on the Left, and that a’ very 
different Sentence fhall be pafs’d upon them, to the un- 
fpeakable Comfort and Happinefs of the former, and 
the inevitable, intolerable, irreparable Deftruction of 
the latter. -|+ When the Son of Aan fhall come in -his Glory, 
and all the holy Angels with him, then {hall he fit upon thé 


- ™ Mortalitas ifta, ut Judzis & Gentilibus, & Chrifti hoftibus pe- 
~ tis eft, ita Dei fervis falutaris exceflus eft. B. Cypr.de Mortalit. Mie 


 feriarum omnium, quas viventes pertulimus, finis eft in morte. Inter 
Ciceronis opera lib. de Confolat. . 
+ St. Mat. 25. 3%, 32, 33, 34. 
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Throne of his Glory. , And before him {hall be gather'd all . 
Nations, and he {hall feparate them one from another, as a 
Shepherd divideth the Sheep from the Goats: And he {hall fet 
the Sheep on his right haud, but the Goats on the left... Then 
foall the King fay to them on his vight hand, Come ye bleffed of 
my Father, inherit the Kingdom prepared for you from the 
Foundation of the World. And || fhall fay alfo unto them on 
the left hand, Depart from me ye Curfed, into everlafting 
Fire, prepar’d’ for the Devil and his Angels. And accord- _ 
ingly (a4): Thefe fhall go away into everlafting Punifbment, 
but the Righteous into Life eternal. So-alfo the Apoftle 
St. Paul aflures the Romans, in his Epiftle to that Church, 
(b) That God will render.to every Man according to his Deeds; 
Tothenis who by. patient, Continuance in well Doing, feek for 
Glory, aed Honour, and-Immortality, eternal Life: But un- 
to them that are contentious, and obey not the Truth, but obey 
Unrighteoufnefs,: Indignation.and Wrath, Tribulatioe and An- 
gurfb, upon, every Soul of Maa that doth Evil's of the Few firfly, 
and alfo of the Gentiles. And in the Revelation of St. Fohas, 
(ce) He, fays the, Apoftle, that overcometh hall inherit alt. 
Things, and J willbe bis God, and he fhall be my Son. ;But 
the Fearful and Uribelieving, and the Abominable, and Mur-, 
derers, and W horemongers, and Sorcerers, and Idolaters, and. 
all. Liars fhall:havesheir Part in the Lake which burneth.with — 
Fire and) Brimftone 5 qubich isthe. fecond Death. From. 
which; and Multitudes,of other Placesin the New Te- — 
ftament, it is eafy to, obferve, what Reafon,every one 
has, to » be: exceedingly. folicitous, as, to, what, fhall be- 
— come of himin the other Life... Seeing.fome hall. bein- — 
finitely Happy, and, Glorious, and others no) lefs Mifes 
table, and this to. all, Eternity, none; who has not his 
Underftanding .grofly, ftupified, can avoid believing it 
to. be a Matter.ofthe higheft Importance to, him, poflible, 
to have his Portion amongft the former. - For this there- 
fore each one fhould be providing all his Life long, as — 
the only way'to fave his Soul, and make’himfelf for ever 
I| Se. Mat. 25.41 (4) Ver. 46. (5) Rom, 2. 6, 7585 9s 
(<) Rey, 21. 73 & ie: bie grt 
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Happy. But when he comes to be confined to his Bed, | 


-and fees his End at fo near a Diftance, that he can almoft 


Iook forward into the other World, as A4ofes did from’ - 


‘ Mount.* Nebo into the Land of Canaan, he will be ‘na- 
-turally-inclin’d, eagerly to defire, and long to know; 


what will become of himin that other State. Ifhe find’ 


that God is reconcil’d'to him through Chrift, and fo he 
may look upon himfelf as intitled. to the Heavenly Feli- 


city, what a mighty Comfort muft fuch a RefleGtion be’ 


to him? How will he be tranfported, and almoft over- 


whelmed wirh Joy, at fo ravifhing a Difcovery ?‘ And 
on the other Hand, if his Sins bear fuch Witnefs againft 


him, that he has no Hope to'efcape the Wrath to 
come, but finds himfelf even upon the Brink of Hell, 


and ready every Hour‘to drop into it, fuch’ a doleful 


Profpect, if he be capable of ‘thinking at all, will be 
fure to plague and torment him, and almoft’ caufe ‘a 
Hell within him, whilft'he is not yet caft into thofe dif 


mal Flames. To lofe an eternal Enjoyment, of the per-" 
fecteft and compleateft Happinefs in all Refpects; to be 


undoubtedly affured, that there are ineftimable Rewards 
to be diftributed amongft the faithful Followers of our 


Lord, immortal Diadems to be put upon their Heads, 


and Thrones and Kingdoms to be allotted them, +: pro 
varietate Meritorum, according to their feveral Qualifi- 
cations and Services ; to know for a certainty that Hea- 
ven isa Place of incomprehenfible Satisfaction and Delight; 


infinitely beyond what can be exprefs’d,or conceiv’d;,and . 
that the Righteous fhall be everlaftingly poffefs’'d of its 
and yet not only to come fhort of this fo vaft a Recompence 
of Reward, but to meet with a Hell in lieu of it; to be. 
_caft into an infatiable Gulph, of exceffive Anguifh; and 

incurable Defpair, to be lodg’d amongft the Devils and. 
damned Spirits, and to be tortur’d and plagw’d by them,” 
with the utmoft Spight and Malice, to lie yelling and’ 
roaring, tofling and turning, in burning Streams of the 
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meet with all thefe unconceivable Agonies, inftead of en-~ 
joying an uninterrupted Stateof the perfecteft Happinefs 


with the Saints above, is fo fad and doleful a Cafe, that , - 


no Words can exprefs, or Fancy: imagine the Terror of 
it. And efpecially if hereto be added the Duratign of 
this woful State, that it is to.laft for evermore, and ne- 


ver, never, never to have an End, but after as many | 


Thoufands of Years, as there are Drops of Water in the 
Ocean, Grains of Sandon the Shore, Spires of Grafs 


throughout the Earth, and Stars in the Firmament; af-— | 


ter as many Myriads of Years, or even as. many Millions 


of Ages, all this Mifery will be no nearer a Conclufion © 


than at the firft Beginning of it. Whom does not fuch 


a Meditation prefently pierce to the Quick ?-Itisa very _ 


affiting Thought to.a good Man, that this muft be the 
evcriaftingly wretched: State, of far the greater Part 


= 


of Mankind. But to the Sinner, who defervedly expects. _ 


to be ina little Time irrecoverably plunged into all this 


Wo and Mifery, the Dread of it one would think were 
enough to bereaye him of his Senfes, or perhaps to ftrike 


him quitedead. At leaft it muft make fuch an Impref- 


fion upon him, thatifany Thing in the World can bring | 
him to a ferious Temper of Mind, and. put him upon — 


cénfulting his Efcape, from.fuch a Scene and Weight of 


Sorrows, this muft do it. This. Meditation alone, to — 
one that apprehends himfelf already within a few Steps, _ 


of fo intolerably dolorous a Condition, fhould be fuffici- — 
ent to melt a Heart of Adamant, and diffolve it into — 


Floods of Tears. And thofe Men muft be moft defpe- 
rately regardlefs of their own Safety, whom fo awake- | 


ning a Reflection will not put upon contriving, by all 
Means poflible to fecure themfelves. And oh that the 


Sinner would therefore be perfwaded, to bethink him-. 
felf, and grow wifer, before it be too Jate! That he. 
would make the beft Ufe he can, of the few Hours he_ 


has remaining, to try if God may yet be prevail'd with, 


to extend his Mercy to him, upon a hearty and exem-. — 


plary Repentance. Let him weigh well with himfelf, 


that when once the flender Thread of his Life is cut, it 
vei will 
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will be too late for him to think of obtaining a Pardon 


afterwards. For he muft then be drag’d to his Trial’ | 


with all his Sins about him, and thence to the Place of 
Execution, to be rack’d, and tortur’d, and tormented} 


till he fhall have paid the utmoff Farthing. Who can pof-’ 


-, fibly forefee this to be his own Condition, and forbear 
one Minute to fummon together all his Force, and exert 


the utmoft of his Power, to refcue himfelf out of it with | 


all the Speed that may be ? 
 Anchith. A Senfe of fuch exceflive Danger, is the 


ftrongeft Motive that can be, to a ferious Recollection, 
anda diligent Ufe of whatfoever Means are neceflary, 


’ in order to a Recovery out of it. 


. Exfeb. * Mercury in Lucian advifes to meditate upon: 
_ Death, and the little Diftance it is off, as a fingularly 
ufeful Means, for difpofing us both to live foberly, and’ 


to die eafily. And agreeably hereto, -+ Seneca profef- 
fes of himfelf, that he took Care to live in continual 
Expectation of that great Day, when Judgment fhall 
pafs upon all his former Years; and found this happy 
Effect of fach his Practice, that he was above the Fear 
of dying, whenever his Time fhould come. And again 


_ heafhrms, that || Noe can hope to fee that Time, with a’ 


chearful and compos’d Codntenance; who has not taken Care 


to reconcile himfelf to it beforehand; and hence, advifes, 


(2) tobe always mindful of it. Much more fhould Chri- 


ftians lay to Heart the infinite Concern they have de- 


_ pending, upon their FitnefS to die well, atid as be- 
- comes thofe who have an abundant Affurance, incom- 
parably beyond what the reft of the World had, of a 
future Immortality, with which nothing here below can 
bear to be fet in Competition. Sp os Sh Mi 


Theoph, And the nearer any draw to this endlef$ 


State, the greater Reafon they have, to be ruminating 
_ Upon it, and upon that Death, which is the only, and 


* Char. feu Contemp. 
+ Non timidé itaq, componor ad illum Diem, &c. Epift. 26. 
~ ll Epift. 30. ! 
- (4) Tu tamen Mortem ut hunquam timeas, femper cogita. ge 
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the certain Paflage to it, and fo to prepare themfelves 
for, it, as that it may happily convey them into eternal. 
Glory.. Thefe fort of Meditations juitly challenge our- 
frequent and ferious Thoughts, and the fooner we fall. 


uponthem, fo muchthe better. | : 
- Eufeb. Death, as it isa Paflage to Eternity, is a Mat- 


ter of that great Weight, that if it will not bring Men. 
to their Wits, and make them ferious and confiderate,. ~ 


it isnot to be hop’d that any Thing elfe fhould be able 
todoit. He that can ftand out againft fuch an awa- 


kening Shock, may juftly be given over as defperate and 
incurable. He now fees our Saviour’s Doétrine mani-. 


feitly. verified, that -* if he fhould gain the whole World-by 


the Lofs of bis Soul, it would be an exceedingly dear Bar-- 
gain, and what he would have Caufe to lament for ever . 


andeyer. And it is very ftrange, if Men can be fo har- 
den’d:in their Sins, as to ftand out againft all thefe Ter- 


rors; and inftead of husbanding the little Time they, 


have left, to cafb themfelves: willingly, and with their 
Byes open,. into the Pit of Deftruction. 


Theoph. You fee then; I had very good Reafon, to. 


recommend a fober and folemn Confideration of Death, 
as an effectual Courfe in order to a ferious Preparation 
or-it. 

: Anchith. You had fo; nothing being a more power- 
ful-Incentive,.to.an earneft Defire and Endeavour to 


fit our felves for our latter End, than duly to bethink. 


our felves of that everlafting State, either of incompa- 


rable Happinefs, or inexpreflible Tortures, wherein. 


Death will moft certainly lodge every one of us, me, 


in all Appearance, in the firft Place, and you not long, 


after. ' 
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| A Prayer for a fan&tified Confideration of Death. 


Lmighty God, our heavenly Father, who giveft us 
\. Life, and Breath, and all Things:; and on whofe ins 
~ ~~ finite Goodnefs, and Mercy through Chrift my Saviour,” 
is all my Dependence, both for the prefent, and-in order to a* 
future State: Caft an Eye of Pity upon me in this declining 
Condition ; and. give me Grace to make a due Improvement . 
“of ite, Let no Terrors of Death, how near foever prevail 
over me, and affright me out of my Hope in thee. And fuf- 
fer me not on the other Hand, vainly to prefume’ upon thy. 
Goodnefs. Open mine Eyes, and awaken my. fluggifh Soul,- 
that feeing how little Time I am to expett in this World, 
my Heart, my Thoughts, and all.my Defires, may be fet 
upon another; and my whole Bufine/s may be to fecure to 
my felf an Intereft therein. Give me fuch a comfortable, 
and well-grounded Affurance of another Life, with thee in 
Heaven, as may protett me from all thofe Fears of Death, 
ta which I might otherwife be iu Bondage. I am fenfible,that-. 
Death is not only a Departure hence, but a Tranflation into 
another eternal World, where I muft live for ever, either 
with Thee and my bleffed Saviour in endlefs Glory, or with 
the Devil and his Angels, in the bottomle{s AbyJs of Mifery.. 
And accordingly, I do moft earneftly beg, that the Refult of 
thefe moft weighty Meditations, may be a Care, fill more 
and more to mortify all my worldly and carnal, Inclinations, | 
and to make the beft Ufe that may be, of the. fhort Remain~. 
der of my Time, that fo I may be ina Readine|s io quit my 
Station, whenfoever thou fhalt call for me. To this Endy 
teach me foto number my Days, that I may apply my Heart. 
to the only true and faving Wifdom, that. being. fully con= 
vine'd how frail a Creature Man is, and how near I in par= 
ticular, feem at this Time to be to my great Change, Imay. , 
give all Diligence to perfeét my Preparation, for it, that fo 
the longer I continue here, the better I may approve my_felf 
tg thee , and. the nearer I come to my latter End; the fitter 
I may 


oe 
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I may be for it, aad for the Fruition of thy felf ‘in everlalt- 
ing Glory, through Fefus Chrift our Lord. Amen. 


eT Te 
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Another for Deliverance from everlafting Death 


Referve me, O Lord, and ftrengthen me againft all this ’ 
"World's Temptations 5 and of thy great Mercy fave 


me from the Wrath tocome. Be with me now, and at the 
Hour of Death, and let no Evil hurt me. Thou knoweft, 


Lord, the Secrets of all Hearts, (hut not thy merciful Ears 


to my Prayers. But [pare me, O Lord moft holy, O God 
moft mighty, O holy and moft merciful Saviour, thou moft 
worthy Fudge eternal, fuffer me not to mifcarry at my laft 


Hour, but fave me from the bitter Pains of eternal Death, ' 


that whatever becomes of me in the mean Time, I may by 
no Means be irrecoverably miferable in a future State. Amen. 


Another for a happy Eternity. 


Ord, whilft I live, enable me to live to thee, that when 
I die, I may die in thy Favour, and whether in Life, 


or Death, I may be thine, and after Death may live and 


rejoice in thee, and may bles, and praife, and glorify 2 


Holy Name through an endlefs Eternity. Grant this, O blef- 
fed God, for Fefus Chrift’s fake our Lord. Amen. 


< Theoph. VN. Another Duty 1 would recommend, as 
neceffarily incumbent upon the Sick Man, is to mean 
bimfelf fromthe World. 1 have already obferved the In- 


fufficiency of all earthly Poffeffions, and Advantages,” 


and by Confequence, the great Reafon we all have to 
labour after fuch an Indifferency towards them, as that 
they may never be able to weigh down our Souls, 
and keep them from afpiring, after a far more defirea- 
ble Reward, in the higheft Heavens. And indeed, * till 
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we have got this Conqueft over our felves, it will be 
impoflible to quit this prefent Life with a willing Mind, 
though at the Call of God himfelf; becaufeé thefe earth- 
ly Objects will be fo many dangerous Retraétives, fil- 
ling Men with Sorrow at the Thoughts of leaving them, 
and making them loth to depart thither, where they 
fhall be fure to have no farther Enjoyment of them. 
He that has his Affections glued to the Earth, will 
not know how (if it could be allowed him) to mount 
up to Heaven, with any Satisfaction or Eafe; but will 
recoil, ftart back, and faint, and be in Agonies, 
and almoft dead at the Apprehenfion of bidding fare- 
weltothem. And whilft the Thought of fuch a Re- 
moval is thus diftaftful to him, itis not to be imagi- 
ned, that he can be reconciled to it. Nor ought he to 


Jook upon himfelf, as in adue Preparation for Death, . 


till he has got his Soul at Liberty, from the Bondage 
it had been in, to thefe vain Allurements. Which 
one would think were no hard Task, confidering the 
many Croffes and Difappointments -} which ufually ac- 
company them; and that themfelves alfo are at beft 
-Deceitful and Unfatisfactory, and || all the Works that 
are done under the Sun, are but Vanity and Vexation of Spi- 
rit. The dying Chriftian has fo much a nobler Pur- 
chafe in his Eye, that his Defires fhould be carried 
forth intirely after that, and he fhould be heartily 
-afhamed to take up with any Thing fhort of it. Efpe- 
cially feeing, that had thefe earthly Enjoyments, of 
whatever Sort, been far more valuable than they are, 
they might be fo to others ; but can be no longer of any 
_. Ufe to him, who is upon his Entrance into another 
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_ ¥ Siquis modo fecum animo reputarit, quam calamitofa fit hac 
noftra omnis vita, quot periculis, quot morbis, quot cafibus, quot 
curis, Guot incommodis, quot vitiis, quot injuriis fic obnoxia, quam 
exigua pars ejus nobis abeat, non dicam cum yoluptate, fed non ali- 
qua xgritudine contaminata, deinde quam fugax etiam ac preceps, 
propemodum etiam gratulabitur iis, qui maturius eam reliquerint. 
Erajm. Declamat de Morte, be 
f} Ecclef. 1. 14. ° . . 
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"World.. He may look back, and fee what dangerous 
‘Temptations they have been to him ; but all he has now 
— ‘to do with them, is only to take his Leave of them, and 
fue to God, for the ForgivenefS of any paft Abufe of 


them, he has been guilty of. They are ferviceable to a 
great Degree, in our Paflage through this prefent Life ; 
‘and if, well improved in Aéts of Mercy and Charity, 
,will bring us to an ample Reward above in Heaven ; 
but this is all the, Benefit he can expe& from them. 
, We.are only intrufted with them during our ‘ftay here, 
and muft neceflarily refign them, whenever we la 
afide this earthly Tabernacle, there being no farther Ufe 
_We can then make of them. ‘They will contribute no- 
thing to the wicked Man’s Eafe, when he comes to lan- 
-guifh in fuch excef§ of Pain and Torment, in the burn- 
“ing Lake, as nothing in the World can mitigate. And 
thofe in Heaven will have no need of them; for they 
4Will be everlaftingly poffefled of vaftly greater, and 
_more. durable Treafures, and fo will look down upon 
“all this World’s Glory, as not deferving any Regard | 
_from them. And this Leflon it is the Sick Man’s 
_Part, to teach himfelf beforehand, that when he fhall 
be called hence, he may quite disburden himfelf of © 
“fuch” his heavy Clog, ati may be perfe&tly at Li- 
_berty to obey, and be gone. And who can tell, © 
_ Whether one great End of God’s not cutting Men off — 
immediately, but continuing them for fome Time un- ~ 
_ der their SicknefS, may not be to work this goad Effect — 
upon them ? He very well knows, what aninexcufable — 
-Fondnefs the Generality of Mankind have for thefe — 
“Things, how intent they are upon getting them, how — 
they torment themfelves with the Fear of lofing them; — 
and again, how forrowful they are at the Lofs of any — 
part of them; what an Occafion’ they are of many — 
Sorts of, WickednefS ; and how People will venture — 
to.be damned for them. And where he fees any thus ~ 
_enflaved to, them, it is a great Mercy in him, to allow 
. them a little Time of Refpite, wherein to refle@ upon — 
their Vanity and Emptinef$, to repent of the Sins ~ 


whereinte — 
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» whereinto they have at any. Time been drawn by them, 
and to fet himfelf free from, them. And it is highly 
_ unreafonable for fuch an one, net to comply, with all 
- the Willingnef$ that may be, with this fo gracious a De- 
fign, fo proper and feafonable in it felf, and which may 
_ turn fo-highly to.his own Advantage. And I muft thefe- — 
fore beg Leave, to. recommend to every one the Apoftle > 
St. Paul’s Advice, which he gave the Corinthians, fo to 
get themfelves affected with a Senfe of the Shortnefs 
and Uncertainty of our Abode in this World, as not 
to be brought into SubjeGtion to any Thing in’ it. 
* Now this I fay, Brethren, the Time is fhort. It remiijte 
eth that both they that have Wives, be as though they. had 
none, and they that weep, as though they wept not; apd 
they that rejoice as though they rejoiced not ; and the that 
buy, as though they poffeffed not + and they that ft this 
World, as not abufing it: For the Fafbion of this World paf- 
Seth away. -+-Wherefore feeing we brought nothing into this 
World, and it is certain we can carry nothing out, what un- 
accountable Folly is it, to, fet our Hearts upon what 
_ we muft be fure to leave, in a little Time, and the 
leaving whereof, will by this Means, become a fore Vex- 

_ ation to us? by = 
Exfeb. Nothing feems more naturally ferviceable, to 
take our Minds off from thefe Things, than a Sick-Bed ‘ 
both becaufe it fhews the Man, that he is not like to be 
allowed any longer Enjoyment of them, and becanfeé he 
_ Now. finds by fad Experience, not only, that they can- 
not prolong his declining Life, but likewife, how little 
_ they cancontribute, towards giving him any Eafe from 

_ his Pains, or Recovery from his Sicknefs. ve 
Theoph. \t may be a Trouble to him to caft his Eyes 
back, and fee how much more agreeably he had lived 
formerly, than he does at prefent, though, as yet, \pof- 
« feffed of as much of this World, as ever he had in his 
whole Life. But it is a Demonftration of the Ab- 
furdity of fuffering his Affections to be ftill fixed, wp- 
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on what he is. now fully convinced to his Coft, wil 
|| wot profit in the Day of Wrath, (a) wili never fave the 
Owner from Death, nor give him Eafe whilft he draws 
towards it , and preffes him hard to recal his Thoughts, 
and. place them upon thofe more amiable Objects, 
~ which will be fure never to fail or difappoint him, if he 
can but once attain to them. Howfoever he might for- 
_merly have been deceived with Appearance, inftead of 
"Reality, and take thefe gaudy Vanities, for folid and 
fubftantial Treafures, it is full Time for him to change 
his Opinion of them, now that he finds them all to be 
. but a feeble Support, and that they will leave him in a 
- difconfolate Condition, when he has moft Need of their 
Help. Wherefore, fince he can obtain no Relief by 
their Means, now that he is in unufva] want of it, 
common Prudence would direét him, not to put a high- 
er Value upon them than they deferve, nor ever fo 
trouble himfelf more, for what he fees is thus vile and 
_ worthlef&. a ie | 
Eufeb. A late learned Prelate * gives a very diminu- 
tive Character of them, from the Wife-Man , who he 
tells us, fums up their whole Value in thefe two Words, 
_ Vanity and Vexation. And then he asks a very rational 
Queftion ; At what Price you would rate Vanity, which 2 
nothing, or Vexation, which is worfe than nothing ? 

Theoph. And wellhe.might. For what Man, not en- 
tirely bereaved of his Senfes, would be perfwaded to 
Jove, and dilquiet himfelf, for what he is fatisfied before- 
hand, he can never put any Truft in? 

Anchith. And fo J remember -+ another deyout and 
affecting Author, though | confefs not of our Commu- 
- nion, tells us, God fows Gall and Wormwood in the Goods 


Ce 


: || Prov. 11: 4. 

(2) Qua nec felicitatem, nec quietem preftare poffunt, quz cxcis 
fuis amatoribus pollicentur. Lud. Berws de Prxparat. ad Mortem, 
Cap.t, iL 4 

* Bishop Hopkins’s Vanity of the World, p. 105, 105. , 

+ Eufeb. Nicrembergh of the Diffirence between the Temporal and the 
Btpriai, 1. 2. ¢. 9. | 
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of this Life, that the Soul being afflitted, may repent, and 
turn to him. : | | | 
Theopb, And who would be enanioured of Gall and 
Wormwood ? are thefe fuch irrefiftible Temptations, that 
the Profpeét of Heaven and eternal Happinefs is not 
to be preferred before them; Away with fuch Sottifh- 
“nefs and Stupidity, and let us begin at length to grow 
wife, and truly vconfider our latter End. let tis remem- 
ber, we know not how fpeedily we may be called hence, 
and then what Plenty foever of thefe Enjoyments had 
fallen to our Share, they will all be fure to forfake us 
at the Grave, if they had: not done it much fooner. 
And let us fhew our felves Men, bya flight Regard for 
‘them, that though we ufe them as we have Occafion, 
we never date to abufe them, or our felves, upon their 
Account. Let us efteem of them, according to their 
intrinfick Worth, not our own vain Imaginations. And 
let us be fure, to employ them to the End for which 
they are committed to our Management, the Supply of 
our. own and others Neceflities.. Let us alfo fit fo 
Joofe to them all, that we may as eafily lay them 
alide when we come to have no longer Need of them, 
asthe Traveller does his thick and heavy Clothes in a 
hot Sun-fhine Day, or his dirty ones at the End-of his 
Journey. This is a Duty that all are obliged, as Chris 
ftians, to be continually exercifed in, nothing being 
more plainly required in Scripture, than || mot to love the 
World, nor the Things of it. But the Sick are to be pare 
ticularly careful of it upon a twofold Account ; Firft, 
becaufe they know afluredly, if they do it not before / 
they leave the World, they can never hope todo it to - 
any Advantage hereafter; And again, becaufe, if they 
depart hence, enflaved to thefe vain Delufions, the Love 
and Friendfhip of the World is fuch Enmity to God, that 
_ they fhall never obtain an Admiflion into his Glory. So 
that this is one neceflary Branch, of that more imme- 
diate Preparation for Death, which every one is to take 
iilltedlesnttemnteernemnecn Ineniteaeemetnammeememaememaaannad eeetiamee 
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Care of, namely, to wean our felves more and more | 
from the World, and fee, that the lefs Time we ap-. — 
prehend our felves like to continue in it, the lefS Re+— 


ard we have for it, that fo we may be able toleaye 
it, with the greater Indifferency for any Thing in it. 


A Prayer for Victory over the World, and the — 
Attainment of God’s gracious Promifes. 


i 


i. | 7 7 
ee God Almighty, Infinite, and Eternal, all the whole © 


Heavens are thine, and the Earth haft thou given to the 
Children of Men. Bleffed be thy holy Name, for that Porti- 
on of the good Things thereof, which thou haft befiowed upon 
me thy moft unworthy Servant, that thou haft not expofed me ~ 
to thofe Wants and Difficulties, that many others, better than — 
me, are forced to ftruggle with, but haft made my Life eafy 
and comfortable to me. I am afhamed, and do {fincerely — 
humble my felf before thee, fur all mine Abufes of this thine — 
abundant Goodnefs to me befeeching thee, of thy great 
Mercy, to parden thefe my Mifcarriages, and to give me 
Grace, to make a vight Improvement of all thy Gifts for the — 
Future, if it fhall be thy good Pleafure to allow me Time for — 
ét. Ov if thou haft determined to remove me hence immedi-— 
ately, yet do not refufe to wean my Heart firft from thefe tran- 
fitory Enjoyments, that they may no longer have any Dominion — 
over me. Vouchfafe me a right Notion of them, that I may 
value them according totheir true Worth; fo as neither to be — 
unthankful to thee my God for them, nor unwilling to refign 
them, whenfoever thou {halt pleafe to demand them, orto take 
me away from them. Work up my foul to fuch an Tadiffe- — 
rency towards them. as that they may be no Hindrance to me, — 
in the Profecution of what is infinitely more defirable. And * 
raife up alfo my Affittions to the Things above, where Chrift © 
fitteth at the right Hand.of God, that my Heart may be fully — 
fet upon them, and I may be able to defpife ail that this lower — 

World. 
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World contains, in Comparifon of them. This I beg for thy 


dearly beloved Son’s fake, Fefus Chrift our Lord. Amen. 


# She isi 
 Esays my Soul, O Lord, to labour above all T hings, af- 


ter a perpetual Erjoyment of thee my greateft Good, and 


an Attainment of thofe pate Rewards, which thou haft 


prepared for thy faithful Difciples, in the Kingdom of Hea 


ven. And fuffer not any fublunary Advantages whatfoever, 
to prefs down my Defires to the Earth, and earthly Things. 
Remind me of my moft oly Profeffion, and the Hope that is 
Jet before me, and what admirable Encouragement Ihave, not 
to lay up to my felf Treafures here below, where Ruft and 


Moth do corrupt, and Thieves break through and fteal, but 
» readily to overlook all Things of this Nature, in Refpett to 


the infinite Glories of the other Life, whither my Saviour is 
gone before. To whom with thee, O Father, and the Holy 
Ghoft , be all Honour and Glory World withour Ends Amen 


IIT 


O God, mho declareft thy Almighty Poter moft chiefly in 


fhewing Mercy and Pity, mercifully grant to me fuch 


D Se Meafure of thy Grace, that I running the Way of thy Cont 


mandments, may obtain thy gracious Promifes, and be made 


Lord. Amen. 


| Partaker of thy heavenly Treafure, through Fefus Chri our 


Theoph. II. Another Duty particularly inciimberit 
upon the Sick-Man is, To renew and perfeét his Repentance § 


_to review his whole Life paft, and bewail the Etrors 


and Sins of it, to fue for the Pardon of them, and uns 


' feignedly and folemnly refolve againft theth for the Fu« 


ture. It is an amazing Confideration to think, how 
great a Part of Mankind have the whole Bufinefs of — 
their Lives to begin, when they ate at the Point of 
Death. They have finned away all their Working-Time, 
and perhaps not fo much as once fet about what they 
came into the World for; and now that they are al- 
moft quite paft their ae they have it all yet to dos 
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No Wonder if fuch be ftruck with Aftonifhment at the — 


Sight of their own egregious Folly, when they come thus 
late to be convinced, into what dreadful Circumftances 
they have brought themfelves. What Racks and Tor- 
tures muft they feel within their own Breafts, when 
they find * how great. a Work lies upon their Hands, 


~ 


and how unfit they are for the Difpatch of it, and yet — 


how little Time they have before them, had they 
been better able to undertake it; and witha], that they 
are moft affuredly undone, ruined and undone irrecove- 


tably, and to all Eternity, except they can getit finih’d — 


before they are taken hence. Some are fo intolerably — 


ftupified by a long Courfe of Sin, as to have no Senfe of 
their Danger, when thus upon the Brink of irretrievable 
Perdition. But as for thofe who have their Con{cience 
awakened by fo difmal a Profpect, it is impoflible to 
exprefs the Anguifh, and Remorfe, wherewith they 


muft inevitably be feized, the Stingings and Twinges — 
they muft inceflantly feel within themfelves, from the — 
terrible Load of Guilt that lies fo heavy upon them. © 


\ Which whether they fhall ever get pardoned; after all 
they are able now to do in order to it, God only knows. 
Buti am fure they have all the Reafon that may be, to 


beftir themfelves with all their Might, and make the - 


beft Improvement poffible, of thofe few Minutes that 
- are yet behind. | 
Eufeb. That undoubtedly they have, and mnft be the 


moft wretched Sots that ever were, the moft fenfelefS — 
Part of the whole Creation, if they leave any thing un-— 


done, that can poffibly be done, in order to a Recovery 


out of this doleful Condition, whereinto they have ob- 


ftinately brought themfelyes. This every one knows to 


ane. 
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be true, though very few have that Senfe of it they © 


ought to have. 


Theoph. But thefe are not the Perfons with whom I _ 
am concern’d at prefent, my Defign now being to {peak 


mee 


LL ——————— ED 
* Ad tantum negotiorum agmen non fuflicit ille temporis axrticu- 
lus. Era/in, de preparats ad Mortem. 
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to the Cafe of fuch as had minded the Bufine&S of Religi- 
_ on in the Time of their Health, and are now to perform 
only what relates more immediately to their Sick-Bed. 
And even thefe are, ‘as I faid, ftill to renew and com- 
pleat their Repentance, to call themfelves to an Account 
for the Defects of their wonted Ads of Contrition, and 
to be grieved and afhamed, that they had not been 
More perfect, and better anfwered the Defign of their 
Profeilion, and to endeavour to fupply what was want- 
ing in them. And they fhould look upon it a$a great 
Mercy to them, that God is pleas’d to allow thema 
Space to do this in, and moreover by the weight of his 
Fland upon them, to excite them to take care of them+ 
felves. And in Truth, confidering the Frailty of hu- 
man Nature, and the many Failings and Defects, Neg- 
lects and Overfights, the beft of Men are liable to in 
this Life, there are none but may fee Reafon enough to 
_ wifh for fome Time, wherein to refle& upon, and-as 
much as in them lies, to rectify what they have not done 
as they ought. - | 
_ Exfeb. It is too plain, ‘that our very Repentances are 
fo imperfect, as to need that they fhould be repented - 
of, and that we endeavour by an After-A& to fupply- 
what was.wanting in them, And the Sick-Man is there- 
fore to call over again, as he has Time, and his Memo- 
ry, and his Command of himfelf will allow, the -main 
Offences of his Life paft, and’ to humble himflf for 
_ them, and to try to promote in himfelf, all the Dete. 
ftation of them that may be, and to pray and entreat 
for the Pardon of them, and'together with thefe, of his 
Secret Faults likewife, fuch as poflibly had efcaped him at 
the Times of their Commiffion, but which now are cer- 
tainly out of his Remembrance, and as for this Reafon 
they are not capable of, fo neither do they require a 
particular Repentance. If he has been guilty of any A&s 
of Impatience, or Misbehaviour of whatever Sort, fince 
his SicknefS feized him, or fince he laft folemnly hum- 
bled himfelf for his Sins, thefe he muft particularly call 
himfelf to Account for. But he muft not confine his 
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Repentance to thefe, but muft fee that he let none other 
efcape unobferved, that he can call to Mind, but muft 
bring them all under his Confideragion, and repeat his 
Prayers for Forgivenefs of them, and for Strength 
againft all Temptations to any of them, and muft be 
highly difpleafed at himfelf, for having ever given Way 
to them. 


Anchith. If he has heartily repented of his former . 


Sins, and has repeated his Repentance throughout the 
Courfe of his Life, and has done this heartily and fin- 
cerely, itis to be hoped that they were forgiven him 
before, and that therefore fo much of his Work is alrea- 
dy difpatched. 


Theoph, AWhat you fay, Anchithanes, is very true, — 


But you feem not to remember that all our Pardon, 
whilft we remain in this Life, is conditional, and may 
be forfeited by a fiubfequent. Difobedience or Neglect, 
Youknow * very well the Cafe of the unmerciful Servant 
in the Parable, to whom his Lord, out of mecr Com- 
paffion, had forgiven no lefsa Sum than Ten thoufand 
Talents ; and that though all this bad been freely remit- 
ted, and affuredly would never have been demanded of 
him, had he not afterwards fhewn himfelf unworthy of 
fo great a KindnefS; yet upon his Inhumanity to his 
Fellow-Servant, who owed him an Hundred Pence, -F 
bis Lord haying Notice hereof was wroth with him, and de- 
livered him ta the Tormentors, till be fhould pay all that was 
due unto him. And the Danger is the fame to You, and 
Me, and Allof us. For let our Sins have been ever fo 
truly pardoned, it is ftillin our Power to provoke Al- 
mighty God, to revive the whole Charge againft us, and 
condemn us, as effectually as if we had. never repented 
at a]]. So that you fee what a powerful Reafon this is, 
for inviting to the Performance of the Duty here treated 
of, namely that we depart not the World with fuch an 
UnconcernednefS for our paft Sins; as to provoke God 
at laft to bring us to a ftritt account for them. 
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_ Eufeb. Hence it appears that the Sick-Man is, as far 
as his Circumftances will admit, to recollect the moft 
. material Mifcarriages of his Life paft, to fee whether he, 
has repented of them all. | 

Theoph.. But neither.is this the Whole of the Duty 
mentioned. For he is to take Care of his Repentance, 

not only as tothe Extent of it, that it reach to, and 
comprehend under it, as far as may be,.all his Sins of 
whatfoever Nature, or howfoever aggravated, but as 
to the IntenfenefS of it too, that it not only be fincere 
and real, but ferious and well grounded, and including 
in ita great Degree of Sorrow for, and Enmity to the 
Sins repented of. And becaufe this his Sorrow and En- 
mity can never come up to the Height his Guilt de- 
ferves, this fhould be helped, as he fhall be able, by re- 
peated Acts of Contrition, whereby to fet him at the 
greater Diftance from all his Iniquities. Which as it is 
to be done'at other Times, fo more efpecially in Time 
of Sicknefs, that fo the Penitent may leave this World 
in the beft Difpofition he can poffibly attain to for a bet- 
ter. And whofoever is once brought toa Senfe of his 
own Condition, and of what an irreparable Hazard he 
runs, every Moment that he ventures being taken 
hence, without a due Preparation for his Change, will 
hardly need to be invited, to what his own Confcience 
wil} moft earneftly prefS upon him, and let him have no 
Quiet till he has done it. ; 

Eufeb. The Apoftle St. Foha having fpoken of our 
bleffed Saviour’s Appearance at the laft great Day, and 
the unconceivable Happinefs of the Righteous at that 
Time, in that they * fhall fee him ashe is, and {hall be 
made like te him, draws this Inference from his Affertion, 
that -- Every one who hath this Hope in him, purifieth him- 
felf, even as he is pure. This the Apoftle :declares to be 
the natural Refult of fuch glorious Hopes as are fet be- 
fore Chriftians, fuch as that none who ferioufly attends 
to them, but will find himfelf under an invincible 
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Neceflity, to re@tify whatever is amifs in him, And — 
though he had not imprudently deferred it till he comes © 


to languifh upon a Sick-Bed ; yet when he is reduc’d to 
this Condition, and has his Spirits faint, and his Strength 
gone, inforwch that he is but one Remove from the 
Grave, and looks upon himfelf as ready every Hour to 
drop into it, how careful foever he had been to reform 
and amend his Doings,-he will net then know how to 


forbear endeavouring to conclude well at the aft, by — 


getting his Soul into as fit a Pofture as he can, for that 
Judgment he continually expedts to be called to. Itisa 
great Addition to a Misfortune to have it happen, when 
juft upon the Point of Safety, and be undone, when in 


Appearance paft all Danger. 
Ab! Portu qui tefte perit, bis nanfragus ille eft. 


It is a double Infelicity to be caft away, when a Man 
has ftruggled throngh along Tract of Waves and ~ 
Storms, and pleafed himfelf with the Sight of his Ha- — 
ven, and was ready to fet his Footon Shore. And none — 


who have any Regard for their own Welfare, but will 


be particularly defirous to fecure it by all Means poffible, — 


when juft ftepping into the other World, and to this 


End to make their Repentance as intire and perfect as — 


this frail State will allow them. 


This is in all Appearance the * laft Scene of the laft — 
A& of a Man’s Life, and if this be not performed well, — 


he pafles off the Stage with Shame and Ruine, and has 


no Room left for farther Comfort or Hope. And this 


_ obliges him to labour after the utmoft Exaétnefs, in giv- 


ing the finifhing Stroke to the whole Work, to the end — 
he may be approved for his Fidelity, and may enter — 
into his Mafter’s Joy. For this Caufe he is to examine — 
himfelf, how far his Converfation has been as becomes the — 


ia 


* Hic cf extremus humane vitw, velut fabula acius, unde pen- — 
det vel xterna Felicitas hominis, vel xternum exilium. Erafn. de — 


“prépar, ed Mortem, 
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Gofpel of Chrift, and to own and bewail his Guilt where 
it has been otherwife, to be humbled for all his leffer, 
and even for his involuntary Sins, and to fue moft eat. 
neftly for Mercy and Pardon through Chrift, and to res 
folve to do or fuffer any Thing, rather than ever wil- 
lingly to difpleafe him more. | 


_ A Prayer for Ability to perfe& our Repentance. 


vens, and whofe Kingdom ruleth over all, T can never 
ciently lament my Sins avd Offences, whereby Ihave from 
Time to Time provoked thee againft mine own Soul: Let it 
not be in vain that thou haft thus long born with me, and not 
cut me off, as I had juftly deferved. Grant I may be more 
fenfible than ever of my own Vilene{s, and Unworthinefs, by 
reafon of my manifold Iniquities. And vouchfafe me fuch 
Affiftances of thy Holy a as that Imay ve enabled to 
cleaafe, and purify my felf from all Pollution 5 and fuch Fer- 
vour and Earneftne/s in my Addreffes to ‘thee, that I may ob- 
tain thy Pardon, and whatfoever elfe I [eek to thee for : Deal 
not with me as Ihave deferved at thy Hand, but {peak Peace 
to my Soul, and command Deliverance for me. Iam thine, 
‘O fave me and do not fo remember my Sins, as not toremem= 
‘ber alfo that thy Property is always to have’ Mercy, and to for- 
give. Hear me, O Lord, when I call upon thee. And caft 
me not away in the Time of Weaknefs 5 forfake me not wher 
my Strength faileth me. It is but avery little Time that I 
can expect to continue in this World ;, help me to improve it fo, 
as that I may fecure to my felf an Intereft in the Blifs and Fe- 
licity of tiaat which ts to come. Compleat my Repentance 5 en- 
creafe my Graces , fubdue all my Lufts and Palfons 5 promote 
_ all my good Inclinations, and lead me in the Way everlafting. 

Suffer me not, whenever Death fhall come, to die with any 
weight of Guilt upon my Confcience, with an Affettion to any 
Thing that is Evil, or with any Sin not repented of.. Make 
me to ove thee with all the Powers and Faculties of my i to 

| cay, 


I. 
Lord God Almighty, who dtelleft ia the highest Hea 
fu 
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fear thee above all Things, to obey thee dutifully and conftantly 
and foto endeavour by all Means poffible to wipe off the Stain 


of whatever is difpleafing to thee. My Defire is truly to bid 


Defiance to all my Sins, and never to look favourably again up- 
on any one of them, to humble my felf before thee to that De- 
gree, that thou mayeft look gracioufly upon me, and be reconci- 
led to me. Help me, I befeech thee, to fearch out all my 
Tranfgreffions, and fo to judge my felf for them, as that I 
may not be judged and condemned by thee at the laft Day. Be 
merciful, O Lord be merciful to me, Forfake me not in my 
Extremity ; but watch over me for Good. Forgive my Sins 5 
heal all my Infirmities receive and ftrengthen me; blefs, 
refre(b, and comfort me, and caufe me to rejoice in thee, both 
now and at the Hour of Death, through Fefus Chrift ow 
Lord. Amen. 


. aol. 
@} Almighty and everlafting God, vouchfafe, I befeech 
thee, to dirett, fanttify, and govern, both my Heart 
and Body inthe Ways of thy Laws, and in the Works of thy 
Commandments, that thro thy moft mighty Protettion, both 


here and ever, I may be legal in Body and Soul, through | 


our Lord and Saviour Fefus Chrift. Amen. 


Theoph. Another Daty-------- 


Eufeb. would not be thought rude, good Theophi- 


lus, in interrupting you; and yet I cannot forbear en- 
| treating leave, before you proceed to the next Duty, to 


do a Piece of Juftice to our moft excellent Church and Li- 


turgy, in relation to what you have been difcourfing un- 
der this laft Head. 

Theoph. Pray how is that, Eufebius ? . 

Eufeb. 1 know not how to forbear taking Notice, 
what juft Reafon you have hereby given; to wonder 
why any fhould fo needlefly take Exception, at the Pe- 
tition in the Litany, wherein we pray for Deliverance 
from fudden Death. 

. Theoph. A-very reafonable Petition certainly ! 


‘ 


— 
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Eufeb. No doubt‘it is. For though a fudden Death 
* may well be fuppofed far eafier, than that which 
makes its flow and gradual Approaches, and gives 
Warning fome time before it a€tually makes its Seifure : 
And again, thougha good Man may die very happily, : 
when fnatched away without any Notice; yet where 
a Matter of the higheft Importance imaginable is de- 
pending, a wife Man would defire to depart hence 
with all the Advantage he can, and as compleatly fit-) 
ted for, and intitled to as large a Meafure of Happi- 
nefs, as may be. And werel ever fo confident of be- 
ing tranflated into Heaven, whenfoever | am taken 
hence, as | hope I fhall be; 1 could however be very 
well content, to’ bear fome Days of Pain and Sicknefs 
here, if they may but any way contribute, either to 
the greater Certainty of my Salvation in the other 
World, or to my obtaining an ampler Share of its 
Felicity. — 3 | 
Theoph. This Exception to the Litany, is highly un- 
reafonable, and ill grounded, a fudden Death being of-. 
tentimes very unhappy. It is unhappy as to this World, 
eccafioning divers fad Inconveniences to Families, by ~ 
preventing thofe Settlements of Eftates, which might 
have made a peaceable and fuitable Provifion for the 
feveral Members of them. And it is far more unhap- 
_ py, in relation to another Life, by preventing either 
in whole, or in part, that Preparation that might 
otherwife have been made for it. It may poflibly 
feize a good Man in fuch difadvantageous Circumftan- 
ces, as to become of very ill Confequence to him; and 
may {natch away the Sinner, and fend him forthwith 
_ to Hell, without any fort of Warning. It prevents 
likewife the Exercife, and fo deprives of the Reward 
of that Patience and fubmiffion to the Divine Will, 
which are the proper Employment of a Time of Sick. 


* Mitius ille perit, fubita qui mergitur unda, . 
Quam fua qui liquidis brachia laflat aquis. 
" ‘ Ovid de Fonto. 1. 3° Eleg. 7e 


nef? 
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nef, and that Sorrow for Sin, and thofe Purpofes of 
Amendment, which are the moft genuine Fruits of a 


lingring Death. And can any reafonable Man think, 


the avoiding afew Days Smart, will countervail thefe, 
and all the other Mifchiefs that may arife from it ? 

Eufeb. \fee not how he can. Which was the Foun- 
dation of my Obfervation, and fach as I-perfwade my 
felf will hold good, againft all that Prejudice, or Fear, 
or Self-love may urge to the contrary. 

‘ Anchith. 1 readily agree with you both in this; and 
am at this ‘Time fo far from Repining, or being any 
way diffatished, at what it has pleafed God to lay up- 
on me, that on the other Hand, I now efteem it a 
particular Bleffing that he has allowed me this Time 
of SicknefS, wherein both to fet my Houfe in Order, and 
more efpecially to trim my Lamp, and finifh my Ac- 
counts, and commend my Spirit into his Hands with that 
Faith, and Humility, and Contrition which becomes 
one in my Circumftances. I am now upon the Con- 
clufion of my Warfare ; and can you fafpe& I would 

shave my felf fo unworthily, as to complain I am re- 
quired to continue the Fight a few Days longer ? So 
fat from this, that I fhall never efteem my SicknefS too 
Jong, if it prove a Means at laft, of any way encrea- 
fing my Reward in the other State. All my Concern 
is, left through ; CarelefnefS, and Negligence, and a 
Love of the World, or the Wiles and Stratagems of 


the Devil, Ifhould be with-held from making that Im- — 


provement of it, which may’ be juftly expected from 


me 
' Theoph. Such ought to be the Care of all good Men 3. 


and ‘the more of it, fo much the better. Wherefore I 
humbly befeech Almighty God, to increafe it in you, 
dnd allin your Condition. But now to proceed. 

iV. Afarther Duty incumbent upon the Sick Man, 
is, to arm himfelf againft the. Fear of Death. What the 
Confequents of Death are, has been already obferved, 
to put us all upon a diligent Preparation for it ; but 


sy an 
a a 


not 
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- not to intimidate and difcompofe. any with the Dread, 
of it. For tothe good Man it is no fuch Enemy as 
that he fhall need to be difmayed at it. It is to 
him, no other than a Deliverance out of this Vale 
of Tears, this Region of Sorrows and Complaints, 
into thofe more delightful Manfions, where will be 
nothing but Joy, and Pleafure, and Honour, and Glo- — 
ry, and Majefty, and the moft fublime, moft raptu- 
rous, and moft lafting Blifs, Felicity,.and Happinefs, 
to reign with the blefled Angels, the holy Prophets, 
the glorious Apofties and Evangelifts, the trium- 
phant Saints and Martyrs, for ever and ever. So 
that all the Harm of Death to fach, proceeds not from 
it felf, but purely from their own Mifapprehenfion of 
it, and from their not having yet attained to a right 
Notion of the Effect it is like to have upon them. 
~ For let a Man be once well fecured of an Intereft in 
God’s Mercy, and our bleffed Saviour’s Mediation, and 
he will fee nothing in Death that would tempt him to 
flee from it; and if he does not earneftly long for it, 
he will however receive it with an EvennefS of Mind, 
anda chearful Refignation of himfelf to the divine Dif 
ofal, becaufe he knows this is the only Way he has, to 

- inftated in eternal Happinefs. | 
Eufeb. itis no wonder that (a) Epicurus cried out of 
Death as dexadtcurw wy xaxav, the dreadfulleft of all Evils. 
As Ariftotle alfo profefled it to be (b) the moft Terrible 
of all Terribles. Yet were there fuch amongft the Hea- 
thens as would have taught them to have another No-. 
tion of it- For not only Plato fpeaks of it as(c) full 
of Hope, and Antifthenes declared (d) the greateft Hap- 
ine{s that could befal a Man, to be a happy Death; and 
(¢) the Gymnofophifts could defpife the Fear of it; and — 


a a ES 


(4) Diog. Laert. 1. to. in vit. Epicuri. 
(6) Erafm. de Prepar.ad mortem. 

(c) In Phd. 

(2) Apud Diog. Laert. 
(e) Diog. Laert, in Proem, , 
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(f ) Epiftetus wifhed to be releafed from the Bonds of — 
this Life, and become nearly related to the Gods, and An- 
tonine teaches of a wife and virtuous Man, (¢ ) that he 
as not concerned how late or how foon he dies, but is rea- 
dy to depart whenever his Time comes; but (h) Cicero thus 
expreffleth himfelf, I cannot agree with thofe, who begin 
of late to teach, that the Soul dies together withthe Body, 
and all is extinkt by Death. The Authority of the Ancients, 
fways more with me, either of our own Anceftors, who at» 
tributed fuch Religious Rights to the Dead, which verily they 
never would have done, had they believed them to have no 
claim to them; or of thofe who taught the Nation of the 
Greeks by their Precepts and Inftruttions, and efpecially of 
bim who was by Apollos Oracle efteemed the wifeft of Mens 
who did not talk this and that, as is too common with moft; 
but always faid the fame thing, namely, that the Souls of — 
Men are of a Divine Nature, and that the Way to Heaven _ 
lies ready before them, whenever they depart heace, but moft 
ready of allto the beft and jufteft of them. And at ano- 
ther time he tells us, (i) that Hegefias the Cyrenian, 
difputed fo largely about Death, that at lengeh King 
Prolomy thought it neceflary to put a ftop to him, where- 
by to prevent his Auditors making away with them- 
felves, to taft the Sweet of it. | 

Theoph. This was great, for fuch wholived before — 
the Times of Chriflianity, and had no other Argu- — 
ments for a future State, than their own Reafon could 
fornifh them with. But fince (k) Life and Immortality 
bas been brought to Light by our Saviour, it willbe ftrange ~ 
‘if the Profeflors of his Gofpel are not able to bear up 
againft Death with greater Magnanimity, and a more 
encouraging and blefled Hope than was before to be 


—— 
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(f) Arrian. J. 1.¢.9. 

Cg ) Eis éw). 1. 3.0. 6. 
(b) De Amicit. c. 4. 

(i) Tuc. Quxft. Lt. 

(4) 2 Tim. 1.10. 
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expected. Death is now difarmed of all its former 
Terror. And we have no Reafon to fhrink from it, 
unlefs it be through our own Folly, in not having made 
a timely Preparation for it. | 

Eufeb.. \t is a Matter then of fingular Importance, 
to learn to die whilft we live, and may poflibly be as 
yet fome Diftance from Death. And there is none 
| therefore who has not great Reafon to be often rumi- 
nating upon his Jatter End, and trying to fit himfelf 
for it; and become in a Manner acquainted with it be- ~ 
fore-hand, that fo whenfoever it fhall come within his 
view, it may appear no ftrange or furprifing Spectacle, 
nor he receive its Summons with Reluétancy. Death 
is frequently in Scripture compared to Sleep. And as - 
we compofe our felves to the one, by putting off our 
Cloaths, lying down in our Beds, drawing our Curtains, 
and clofing our Byes; fo ought all likewife to prepare 
themfelves for the other, by reflecting upon the Cer- 
tainty of it, the little Reafon a good Chriftian has to 
be afraid of it, the Deliverance it will be to him from 
his Pains and SicknefS, and all the other Evils of this 
Life, and the Security it will bring with it of never be- 
ing liable to any of them for the future; but efpeci- 
ally the Neceflity of it in order to the Pofleffion of thofe 
infinite Rewards which are promifed to the Righteous 
in the other, State, fuch as Eye hath not feen, nor Ear 
heard, neither hath it entered into the Heart of Man to 
 concesve. A Happinefs incomparably beyond all that 
this World affords, abounding with Bleflings of divers 
forts, and of inettimable Value, and which will con- 
tinue for evermore. Which none can believe and ex- 
ped without finding the Thoughts of Death eafy to: 

im, and its Approach welcome. Nor can anyof the 

Things of this Life be fuppofed to have fuch an In- 

fluence upon him,'as that he fhould not be ready to 

part with them upon fo good an Account. He will 

rather have brought himfelf to triumph over Death, 

as no longer able to do him any Mifchief, blefling ye 
eC 
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felf at the Sight of it, and crying out in the Apoftle 
St. Pauls Language, * Q Death, where is thy Sting ? O. 
Grave where is thy Vittory? The Sting of Death is Sia ; 
and the Strength of Sin is the Law: But Thanks be to God. 
who giveft us the Vittory, through our Lord Fefus Chrift. 
And who would not glory in fuch a Deliverance? He 
is no wife Man that would not defire to be able thus.to 
comfort himfelf, upon a Profpeét of his approaching 
Diffolution ; that whenever it comes, no Guilt may 
difcompofe him, no Fears difturb, or interrupt the 
Peace of his Mind; but his Soul may take its Flight — 
into the.other World, with a joyful and a chearing ~ 
Hope of eternal Reft and Glory. Nor ishe.a Friend 
to himfelf, and to his own principal Intereft, who 
would not be at whatever Pains to get himfelf into this 
Condition. It isa juft Obfervation of -} Bifhop Taylors 
that He who is afraid of Death, with a violent and tranf- 
porting Fear, a Fear apt to difcompofe his Duty and his Pati- 
ence, either loves this World too much, or dares not truft God 
for the next. And St. Auguftine fuppofes, that a Righte- 
ous Man || Jdeo mori velit, &c. will defire to die, not out of 
an Averfion to this prefeat Life, but becaufe of the Hope and 
Expettarion he bas of living far better in the other State. Aud 
it muft be granted, that though Death it felf be not 
_agreeable, the charming Profpedt, that the good Chrifti- 
an has beyond it, may very well remove’ all the Bitter+ 
nefS of it, and make it at leaft as tolerable,as a tempeftu- 
ous Voyage at Sea is to the worldly minded Man, when 
undertaken in order toa noble Eftate and Authority. 

Anchith. No Pains ef Death can be too fharp to be 
born, inorder to the Attainment of thofe exceeding great 
and precious Promifes, which are made by the Gofpel, to 
all that faithfully labour after them. And oh! that it 
may pleafe Almighty God to give me a fure Title to 


. * 1 Cor. 15.55, 56, $7- 
+ Holy Dying, Ch. 3.§ 8. 
\} De Ciy. Dei, 1.14. ¢..25,- 
them, . 
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em, and't fhall- never fear any Thing that can befal me 
‘in my Paflage towards them, 9 4) Ko 


3 A Prayer for Vi€tory over Death. 


; O Almighty Lord God, thou alone knoweft how near I 
J amo my great Change; If thow wilt thou canft raife 
me up, and grant me a longer Continuance here... But I find 
fo great an Alteration in my felf,| and the Violence of my Di- 
_ftemper has fpent me to that Degrees that I can expect nothing 
but Death, aid that too in afhort Space: Tothee therefore L 
flee for help, befeeching thee to fupport my Spirits by thy divine 
Influence, that Ibe not difcouragedy not difcomfitted.inmy lat. 
Confliét. Death, Iam. too. fenfible,.is terrible to Nature, 
and the Guilt of my Sins lies heavy: upon mes and this Life w 
not yet wholly divefted of its Temptations. So that I have 
great Need of thy Affiftance, thy Mercy and Goodnefs, to care 
ry me through thofe Difficulties, and protect me agaiaft the 
Fears of Death, that under whatfoever Form it {hall prefent it 
felf; T-may not be affrighted at it. Fix my Mind, O God, 
upon the Glorious Recompence of Reward promifed above in 
Heavens: which infinitely furpaffes all that, this, lower World | 
contains. And convince me, I befeech thee, of my Title to its 
Affure mé that, ia Chrift Fefus; my Sins are forgiven mey; 
and thou of thine abundant Goodnefs art reconciled. to me, as if - 
Thad never finned againft thee. Thefe are unfpeakable Blef-,, 
fings that I beg of thee, but'fince thou haft encouraged me to 
ask them, with Hopes of Acceptance, and my Saviour has gra- 
cioufly promifed thofe who unfeignedly come to him, that he will 
in no wife caft them out, this emboldens me to pray, that what . 
I dare by no Means ask in'my own Name, thou wilt conde-- 
_foend to give. me in the Name, and for the fake of thy ever 
‘bleffed, and dearly beloved Son, Fefus Chrift our Lord and ots - 
ty Saviour. Amen. 


| Eujeb. What would you preferibe next, Theophilus ? 
: U T heoph 
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Theopl. ’ V. To improve bis Faith in Christ, that he call 
to Mind the ineftimable Price his Lord has paid for him, © 
the wonderful Degree whereto he humbled himfelf for 

our Redemption, and the full Satisfaction and Atone- 
ment hereby made for all our Sins, and comfort himfelf — 
with the Confideration of fo tranfcendent a Deliverance, 
and ftedfaftly rely upon Chrift for the Benefit ofit. He 
knows affuredly, that (a) there is no Salvation 1m any other, 
there being no other Name under Heaven given among Men, 
whereby we muft be faved, but his alone; and moreover 
that the Salvation purchafed by him is of univerfal Ex-_ 
tent, that every one who duly feeks after it, may be 
Partaker of it. For fo fays St. John, (b) God fo loved the 
World, that he gave his only begotten Son, to the end that 
whofoever believeth in him fhould not perifh, but have everlaft-\ 
ing Life. And to the fame Purpofe St. Peter teftifies, — 
that (c) to him give all the Prophets witne{s, that through bis 
Name whofsever believeth in him, {hall receive Remiffion of — 
Sing, Anid'to them that look for him, as the Apottle to. 
the Hebrems teaches, (d) he fhall appear the fecond Time, 
without Sin, unto Salvation. So thatit is eafy.to obferve, 
what excellent Encouragement Chriftians have to place. 
their Truft in Chrift; and depend upon him for the Par-_ 
don of thei Sins, and the Acceptance of their lame and 
imperfect RighteoufnefS, in Hope of obtaining, by his. 
Mediation, an Intereft in the Kingdom of Heaven). 
which they could never have pretended to without hime 
And though fach a Faith as this will never of it felf ju- 
{tify aid fave ts, being but one Branch of that Holinefs, 
which the Gofpel requires of al] its Profeflors; yet is it 
of fach abfolute Neceflity, that there is no Hope of be, 
ing faved without it. Foralas! it is impoflible for poor — 
finful Creatures, to be admitted into Glory, any other 
Way than by the Blood of Chrift, (¢) who gave himfelf a 
Raafom for all, and (f) through whofe Stripes alone we are 
beaied. ‘But {ince he has thought fit to offer himfelf in 


(a) Acts 4, 12. (b) St. Joh. 3. 16. (c) Adi. 10-43- 
(d) Heb, 9, 28. (ce) 1 Tim. 2. 6. (fF) Uae 53. 5 
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our ftead, to become a Price of Redemptioti fot us; 
every good Chriftian may well look upon himfelf, as in 
a happy Condition through him. For now fays the A- 
——poitle, (¢) there is no Condemnation to them that are in 
Chrift Fefus , who walk not after the Fleth, but after the Spi- 
vit. And again, (b) Who fhall lay any Thing to the Charge 
of God’s Ele ? It is God that juftifieth: Who is he that coné 
demneth ? It is Chrift that died, yea rather that is rifen agains 
who is even at the Right Hand of God, who alfo maketh In= 
tercelfion for us. And what aSupport is this to the dy- 
ing Man? who if he can but look back, and fee that he 
has been careful to approve himfelf a faithful Difciple of 
our Bleffed Lord, may reft affured that no Slips or Ine - 
firmities, not even his groffér Sins, if fincerely repented 
of, thall obftrué his Entrance into Glory ? He: has how 
* Boldnefs, or Liberty, or as +-Grotivs underftands the 
Phrafe, Sus intrandi in fummum-ceelum, a Right to enter 
into the higheft Heaven the Holieft of all, by the Blood of 
Fefus, by a new and living Way, which he hath confecrated 
for us, through the Veil, that is to fay his Flefh, affamed at 
his Incarnation, and afterwards offered upon the Crof 5 
and needs not doubt, but, if we our {elves put no Rubin 
the Way, || he who [pared not his own Son, but delivered hint 
up for ws all, will with him alfo freely give vs all Things 3 Life; 
and Comfort, and Joy here, and eternal Felicity hereaf- 
ter. This is an Inftance of unparallel’d Loving-kindnefs, 
that muft neceflarily banifh all unreafonable Diffdence 
from the Mind of every good Man. And let no one there= 
fore in the leaft diftruft his Readinef§ to fulfil all his Pros 
mifes, and make all thofe Partakers of his Salvation, who 
thave faithfully endeavoured to capacitate themfelves fot 
it. Here therefore are three Things the Sick>Man has 
to do: Firft, He is to weigh well with himfelf his own 
forlorn Condition, without this Salvation, It is thé 


“'(@) Rom.8.1, (4) Vers 33, 34. 
* Tlappnotao, Heb, 10, 19, 205 
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great, Unhappinefs of fallen Man, that none of us can 
juttify himfelf before God, nor make an Atonement for — 
the manifold Iniquities, wherewith we are all too mant« 
feftly.chargeable before him. . Though he has not only 
deliver’d his Will to us plainly and intelligibly, and 
{triGly enjoin’d our Obedience toit, but has sencttae 
given.us infinite Encouragement to the Obfervance of it; 
yet fuch:is both the Weaknefs and the Depravity of out 
Nature, fo prevalentare the Temptations we meet with 
inthe World, and, fo fubtile the ‘Contrivances of our 
Spiritual Adverfary for our Ruin, andjas the Effet here- — 
of, fo many and heinous are our-Sins, and fo deadly the 
Guilt contraéted by them, that we were all in a moft de- 
plorakle Cafe, and muft inevitably have perifh’d ever- 
laftingly, .if left to our felves, it being utterly out of our 
Power,torefcue our felves, from the terrible Vengeance 
that hung over our Head,. by Reafon of thefe our Tranf= 
grEllionse so rovesHd Jotteit ony ctl y 
om Exfthe. This no Man can deny, that has ever taken 
an Account of his paft Life, nay, thatdoes but carefully — 
faryey the Actions of any one Day of his Life. Andi for 
this, Reafon it is, that Repentance is continuallypealled — 
for, throughout the Gofpel, as of abfolute and indifpen- 
fable Neceflity in order to. Salvation. . ae 

‘5. Theoph. It is fo... And this fhews how. miferable a 
State we had all beenin, if left to our felves; inafinuch 
as.then we could none of us have had a Title, to any 
‘Thing better than everlafting Deftruction, the heavy — 
Wrath of God being the juft Demerit of .our Unduti- 
fulnefs and Difobedience. | | if 

~ Eufeb. This.therefore the fick Man is,to ponder with — 

shimfelf, and lay ferioufly to Heart, to humble him for 
Ais Sins, and difpofe him for the Pardon of them, q 
.-Theoph. And notonly.fo; but farther to make him ~ 
more fenfible of his unfpeakable Happinefs, in having 
‘a Remedy provided for him, when in fuch dreadful Cir- 
cumftances. Which is the next Thing heuis to confider 
with himfelf, The infinite Goodnefs ot God in entring” 
_ gntoa new, and more gracious Covenant with cognas 
Ba | where- 
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whereby to open a’paflage into Life and Happinefs, that’ 
all who worthily apply themfelves'to him may be faved), 
notwith{tanding, all their Guilt: ~His Patience was-dd-, 
mirable,‘in bearing with them, and not delivering them 
up. to the juft Severities of his Indignation, and: cut-. 
ting them off in their Provocations, as they had highly, 
deferv’d. But this alone had been: only a .fhort; Re- 
prieve, which would:have left them in a little Time to’ 
fall under the Weight of his Vengeance... Wherefore, - 
to prevent this, he moft mercifully condefcended, to ad- 
mit them again into Covenant with him, upondarimore 
favourable Terms; that what had formerly beehlinfifted 
upon; freely engaging thro’ Chrift, and by Virtue of 
his Mediation, and Sufferings in our Behalf, to forgive 
the Sins of. all thofe: who believe and repent, and give 
them to.inherit»eternal Life. . And now. we may entire- 
ly depend upon it, as an undeniable and. undoubted 
Truth, that, Chrift-our Lord (a) has by the Sacrifice of 
bimfelf obtain’d eternal Redemption for uw, a Redemption 
that will be of eternal Advantage, tovall who faithfully 
perform the. Conditions requir’d on our Part; aed bas 
_ perfected for ever them that are fanttified.. He is that holy, 
that. fpotlefs Lamb of God, (b) who hath taken away the 
Sins of the World, and whofe (¢) Blood {peaks better Things 
than.that of Abel.. (d) He was deliver'd. for our Offences, 
and rais'd again for our Fuftification. He has done all that 
could now.be defird, and abundantly more than ‘could 
formerly be imagin’d, to fave us from the Punishment 
due to our Sins, and raife us to a State of immortal 
_ Happinefs, having undertaken not only to procure the 
Pardon ef our Sins, and advance us to Heaven whem we 
dic, but in the mean Time to conduét usin the, Way 
thither; to (e) open our Eyes, and turn us from Darknefs to 
Light, and from the Power of Satan unto God, that we may 

receive Forgivene{s of our Sins, and an Inheritance among 
_them that are fanttified by Faith that is in bim. .\ And his 
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Undertaking has not failed, as indeed it could not, of 
its defign’d Succefs. For ( f) Him hath God exalted to be 
a Prince and a Saviour, to give Repentance to Ifrael, and 
Remiffion of Sins, Repentance in order to Salvation, and 
then Remiffion of whatever Sins are thus repented of. 
Chrift having fuffer’d in our Nature, the Punifhment due 
to our Sins, has thereby made Satisfaction to his Father’s 
Juftice, and fo they fhall not be imputed to us, nor we 
unifhed again for them. God is now reconciled to us 
in and by Chrift, and as ready to receive al] true Peni- 
tents into his Favour, as if they had never finned againft 
him, ‘Thus much the Apoftle St. Paul teaches, 2 Cor. 5. 
18,19. All Things, that is all Things relating to our new 
and fpiritual Creation, fpoken of in the Verfe forego- 
ing; All thefe Things are of God, the Author of them, 
who hath reconciled us to himfelf by Fefus Chrift, and hath 
riven unto us, to the Apoftles, and the Minifters of the 
Gofpel, the Atiniftry of Reconciliation ; to wit, that God 
wasin Chrift, reconciling the World, unto himfelf, not ima 
puting their Trefpaes unto them. And he repeats it again, 
Col. 1.19, 20,21, 22. Jt pleafed the Father, that in him 
frould all Fulne[s dwell: And having made Peace through the - 
Blood of the Crofs, by him to reconcile all Things to himfelf ; 
by him, I fay, whether they be Things in Earth, or Things 
(an Heaven. And you that were fometimes alienated, and 
Enemies ia your Minds by wicked Works, yet now hath he re- 
conciPd, in the Body of bis Flefh through Death, to prefent you 
holy and unblameable, and unreproveable in his Sight. And 
if we now mifcarry after all, the Fault is wholly our 
own, and all our Mifery and Deftrudtion is owing pure- 
ly to our felves. Ha 
“» Eufeb. Hence it appears, what mighty Obligations 
‘we are all under, earneftly and indefatigably to labour, 
that the Foundation, the Word and Promife of God, may 
ftand fure as to our felves in particular 5 and that as we 
‘defire the Lord fhould keow, and acknowledge us to be his, 
we in order hereto. be careful, to depart fram Iniquity. 
‘Nor ist to be imagined, how Chriftians fhould think with 


SS ere 
Vek f aS 6 


Tyke an 


thems 


Preparation for Death. 295 
themfelves, to be benefitted by our Saviour’s fuffering in 
our Stead, and all the Promifes of Grace and Mercy con- 
fequent hereto, whilit they refufe to perform the Con- 
ditions requir’d on their Part. O Bleffed Fefus ! Didtt 
thou become Incarnate, and Suffer, and Die upon my 
Account ? And doft thou now intercede in Heaven for 
me, to obtain the Pardon of my Sins, and reinftate me 
in thy Father’s Favour? And can poflibly be fo horri- 
bly ungrateful to Thee, fo defperately regardlefs of my 
own Welfare, and fo fhamefully forgetful of all the Ob- 
ligations 1 am under, as ftill to perfift in a moft inex- 
cufeable Difobedience to thy Commands ? This were 
fuch an Inftance of unpardonable Stupidity, that both 
Heaven and Earth, Angels and Men, may well ftand » 
amaz’d at the Thought of it. : 

“‘Anchith. O the Folly, and Madnefs, of rejecting 
eternal Life, when fo gracioufly, fo miraculoufly purcha- 
fed for us, tender’d to us, and moft effectually fecur’d to 
all, that do not fenfelefly incapacitate themfelves for it ! 
What can thofe who are guilty of it poflibly expect, but 
to * be preele with everlafting Deftruttion from the Prefence 
of the Lord, and from the Glory of his Power; when he {hall 
come to be glorified in his Saints, and to be admir’d in all them 
that believe ? 

Theoph. Your Inference is very juft, for fince fo glo- 
rious a Redemption has been wrought for us, wretched 
muft be the Cafe of all that negle& and defpife it; who 
- fhall not only receive no Benefit by it, but fhall be made 
to pay feverely for their Contempt of it.’ ‘And for this 
 Reafon, a Third Thing requir’d of the Sick-Man, in or-- 
der to a fteady Reliance upon Chrift for Salvation, is 
to weigh with himfelf, what Difpofition he is in for fo 
ineftimable a Bleffing. When our Saviour gave himfelf 
for us, to deliver us from the Wrath to come, and procure . 
“us. an Inheritance with the Saints in Light, he demanded a 
Capacity or FitnefS for it, in all that would hope to at- 

tain to this great Salvation, that they fhould be meet for 
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it, For fo fays the Apoftle; + Giving Thanks unto the Fa-, 


7 


ther, whohath made us meet tobe Partakers of the Inheritance. 


of the Saints in Light. And whether a Man be thus meet, 
can be known no other Way, but bya ferious Enquiry 


into his own Heart and Life, to fee what Evidence he » 


can find there of his Repentance and Uprightnefs of 


Converfation. For which Caufe the Sick Man is parti-. 
cularly concern’d to re-examine his Confcience, and“ to — 


perfect what that difcovers to be amifs in him, with all 


the Zeal and Induftry in his Power. He fhould call to” 


Mind, as»far as he fhall be able, the Graces, that had 
been entrufted with him, and what Improvement -he 
has made of them, the Patience that has been,exercis’d, 


} 


i. 
J 
4 


towards him, and the Temporal Bleflings that have been — 
beftow’d upon him, and to what Purpofes he has us’d — 


them;/the Truths that have been reveal’d to him, and 


how firmly he has believed, them ; the Precepts of Ho- - 
linefs that were given him in charge, and how confcien- 


tioufly he has obferv’d them; the Promifes and Threat- 
nings that,have. been annexed, to the Performance or 
Negled&t.of -his Duty, and what Influence they have had 


upon him; how thankful.he has been to our bleffed Lord, - 


for his.infinite Love in,Dying for him, and. what Care 


he has taken to qualify himfelf, for the unconceivable 


Benefit of it... Thefe feveral Parts of our moft holy Re- 


ligion,;he was.to attend,to all his Life long; and now — 


that he fees it drawing to. a Conclufion, common Reafon 


would, dire& him to look back, and try how far he has — 
anf{wer'd his Obligation, and where he finds he.has not — 
done it,.to fet himfelf, if poffible, toobtain a Pardon © 


for his Difobedience, before it be too late. Heis * to 


try and judge himfelf 5 -+- to prove his own Works ; to || ex- 
amine, whether Chrift Fefus be formed. in him, or be bea — 
Reprohate... And if upon an impartial Scrutiny he can ac- — 
quit himfelf, as having fairly endeavour’d, to order his — 
Life in all Refpects as becomes a good Chriftian, this 


~ 
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will be a folid Foundation for an Expeétation of thofe 
Glories, and that incomparable Reward; his bleffed Sa- 
viour has died to purchafe for him. Or if his Carriage 
appears to be otherwife, it will then have this Effeé; 
that it will naturally, and neceflarily, put him upon a 
Reformation, whereinfoever he perceives himfelf to have 
been faulty, and fo will be the propereft Courfe he-cart 
take, for cbtaining an Intereft in our Saviour’s ‘Merits.~ 

Eufeb. Then it feems, befides the Examination of 
our felves, to be praétifed by every one throughout ~ 
the Courfe of his Life, you would have the Sick over 
and above to review, and examine their Examinati- 
on, and fee what Flaws they can find in it on the one’ 
Hand, or what Comfort and Encouragement from it on 
- the other. . 

Theoph. Unlefs they do this, I cannot fee what cer- 
tainGround of Comfort they can have in themfelves, 
when they come to die. This is the only Method of 
difcoyering them to themfelves, and letting them fee 
what Room is left for them to promife themfelves, that 
our Saviour will own them for his Difciples, and give 
them to partake of the happy Fruits of his Sufferings 
and Interceflion. , 

Eufeb. \f upon fuch Enquiry they find that they 
have fet themfelves (2) with Purpofe of Heart to cleave unto 
the Lord, and to obferve his Commandments, and have 
unfeignedly repented of all their Breaches of them, they 
need not queftion their Salvation. ‘For the Scripture is 
_ very exprefs that God * will render to every Man ac- 

cording to his Doings, and particularly to them, who by 
patient continuance 1m well doing, feek for Glory, and Honour, 
and Immortality, eternal Life; that || we muff all appear 
before the Fudgment-feat of Chrift, that every one may re- 
ceive the Things done in the Body, according to that he hath 
done, whether it be good or bad ; that (b) the Righteous fhall go 
into Life eternal, and, ina Word, that (¢) they are bleffed, | 
who do the Commandments, that they may have a Right to 
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(, (a) Ads 11.23. * Rom. 2. 6, 7. vf 2'Cor, 4. £0, 
(5) St, Mat, 25. 46, (c) Rey. 22. 14, 
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the Tree of Life, and may enter through the Gates into the © 


City, the Kingdom of Heaven, reprefented in that, and 


the foregoing Chapter, under the Figure of a City. 
» ‘Theopb. All fuch, it is very plain, fhall be faved. 
But then it is as plain, that they fhall be faved only 
through the Merits and Mediation of our Lord Fefus 
Chrift. For being after the beft of their Services, not 
only unprofitable, but in‘too many Refpects, undutiful 
Servants, as upon Enquiry they will find themfelves 
to have been, they muft ftill be but ina woful Condi- 
tion, if they had nothing but purely their own Righ- 
teoufnef$ to depend upon. And it is therefore an un- 
doubted Truth, that when we have taken all the Care 
we can to pleafe God, we muft yet fly to his Mercy 
through Chrift, and muft beg, and pray, and hope, 
and truft, to be accepted only upon his Account. Our 
own Obedience is manifeftly an indifpenfable Condition 
of Salvation; but this is fo very lame and imperfect, 
and has fo many Failings and Defects in it, that it muft 
be acknowledg’d after all, to be far from deferving 
what we aim at by it. * Chrift is the only merito- 
rious Caufe of all our Hopes; and itis through him 
alone, that we can expect to attain the Accomplifh- 
ment of them. Andon him therefore muft the Chri- 
ftian be fare to rely, as his only Stay, he, and none 
but he, being able to fecure the Salvation of al] that 
come to God by him. + Eterwal Life is the Gift of God © 
through him; and our only Way of coming at it, is by 
a diligent Obfervance of the Divine Will in all Refpects, 
and then a ferious and devout Application to the — 
Throne of Grace for Reconciliation and Favour, thro’ 
his all-fafficient Merits and Interceflion, that by his 
Intereft and Kindnef%, our paft Sins may be forgiven, 
our prefent and future Services accepted, and our 
Souls eternally faved. But never is this Application 

+ Si noftris benefactis confidimus exultabit adverfarius: Sin in - 
Domino Jefu figamus facram Ancoram Spei, conciderit Hottis no- 
fter, &c. Erafm. de Praparat. ad Mortem. 

+ Rom. 6, 23. 
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more feafonable, or more highly neceflary, than at the . 
Clofe of our Lives, when the Day wears away apace,. 
and the Night draws on, wherein no Man can work. Then 
isa more efpecial Opportunity for trying to engage our 
Saviour on our Side, to plead for us with the Father, 
to reprefent his own Sufferings in our Behalf, and to 
gain us an Admiffion into thofe blifsful Regions, whi- 
ther he is gone before to prepare a Place for us. And by 
how much the better Hope any have in this Refpe@, by 
fo much the eafier will they find the Remainder of their 
Days here, and fo much the more comfortable will be 
their Departure hence.. And confequently this is to be 
one confiderable Part of the Sick Man’s Care, to fee 
how the Cafe ftands betwixt God and his Soul, and what 
Ground he can find, to comfort and encourage himfelf 
ina fteady Dependence upon our Saviour, and how he 
may beft promote his Intereft in him. 
Anchith. \t is a moft ineftimable Blefling to a poor 
co Sinner, that when he is about to end his Days, 
e can hope for the Remiffion of his Sins, and an En- 
trance into Heaven,upon fo favourable Termsas are proe 
pounded by the Gofpel, to thofe who embrace them 
as there tendered to all true Believers. And I moft hum- 
bly befeech Almighty God, that this may continue my 
‘Cafe to the laft, that as! have this Hope at prefent, it 
may {till fupport and never fail me. 


A Prayer for a truly Chriftian and Saving Faith . 
in Chrift, and his Mediation. eae 


‘@) Moft gracious and merciful Lord God, whofe immenfe 

4 Compaffion prevail’d with thee to take Pity upon jem 
Man, and in thy appointed Time, to give thine only begote 
ten and dearly beloved Son, to become a Price of Redemption 
for him, to refcue him from the intolerable Tortures where- 
to he lay Obnoxious, and to capacitate him for an eternal 
Enjoyment of Thee, and of all thine ineftimable Rewards, in 
| Fteaven: Grant that by his Mediation, I may obtain the 
| a a hae Forgrvenefs , 
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Forgivene{s of all my Sins, the Affiftance of thy Grace, and 
whatever is neceffary for leading me into the Way of Righ-. 
teoufnefs, and condutting me at length to thine everlafting . 
Kingdom. Let thy holy Spirit not only produce, but daily 
encreafe in me fuch a Dependence upon the Merits of my, 
bleffed Saviour, and [uch a thorough Convittion of the- all-. 
Sufficient Efficacy of bis Paffion, as that I may firmly, and, — 
at all Times, place my Truft in him, hoping for Salvation 
through him alone. And yet fuffer me not in any wife 
foto rely upon him, as to neglett the Duty requir’d on my 
Part, and without which I am fufficiently affured, that I ne- 
ver canbe faved. Permit me not to content my felf with 
a dead inoperative Faith, and fo to deceive my felf to my. 
own Deftruétion. But make me duly mindful both of ‘thy Pro- 
anifes aad of thy Commandments, that I may neither flight. 
the one, nor allow my felf in the known Violation of any of the 
other. Give me fuch a Senfe of what my Saviour has done and. 
fuffer'd for me, and the great Need I ftand inof Mercy thro’ — 
him, as that I may neither caft away my Confidence in him, 
nor place it any where, but in him. Plant in me fuch a 
Faith as may conform me to his Example, may work by Love, 
- may overcome the World, .and may crucify the Flefh, with 
its Affettions and Lufts. And though I cannot reflect upon 
my manifold Sins and Iniquities, without a hearty and deep — 
Humiliation for them; yet let not the greateft of them ever — 
tempt me to defpair of thy Goodnefs. All my Hope is ia 
thine infinite Mercy, and my Redeemer’s invaluable Merits; 
O do thou confirm and eftablifh this Hope in me evermore, 
And'vouchfafe to reckon me among ft thy Children, and the — 
Heirs of that eternal Glory, which thou haft promifed to all — 


that love and fear thee, through our Lord and Saviour, Fefus 
Chrift.. Amen. ty 


Theoph. Vi. In the next Place, the fick Man fhould ~ 
be put in Mind, To pray earneftly to God for Mercy, that | 
by this Means he may léave this World ina fafe Con- — 
‘dition, and be delivered from al] that Guilt, which 
mult otherwife have funk him into the bottomlefs Pit. — 
He is not only to rely upon our Sayiour’s Satisfaction 


oh 
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asa fufficient Price paid for him, but to beg of God 
likewife to accept of it as fuch, in Relation to himéfelf, 
to be throughly reconciled to him by means of it, and 
to blot out all’ his Tranfgreflions. And indeed, there 
is hardly any Manj who is not either perfectly fenfelefs, 
or abandoned as to Religion, and all that is Good, that 
is not ready of himfelf to cry to God for help, when 
thus upon the Borders of Deftruétion. git 
~Eufeb. It is natural for thofé-who had no Senfe of 
Duty to God. at ‘other Times, neverthelefs to’ make 
_ their Prayers to him, when in any confiderable’ Danger 
and DiftrefS.. It was not the Café only of thofé ‘Ma- 
riners who failed in the Ship with the Prophet Fonah, 
_ that when * there was a mighty Tempeft in the Sea, and the 
Ship’ was like to:be drowned, they cried every Man unto his 
God for Safety , “+ but it has been the commion Praétice 
allcthe World over, that fuch as had no Reverence 
for God at’ other Times, have not been able to ‘reo 
ftain from calling upon him, when in apprehenfion 
of fome dreadful. Evil like to feize them. It is well 
known how that* wicked City Nineveh humbled theme 
felves, and fafted, || and cried mightily unto God, to try 
df poflibly they might: prevent the {peedy Deftruion 
wherewith they were threatened... So wicked Ahab; 
of whom itis recorded, that (2) there was none like him; 
who'did fell himfelf to work Wickednefs in the Sight of Gods 
yet’ upon the Prophet Elijah’s Denunciation of Deftru- 
‘ction to himfelf, and his Family, (b) rent his Cloaths; 
and. put on Sackcloth ‘upon his Flefh, and fafted, and lay im 
Sackcloth, and went foftly, after the Manner of Mour- 
ners. (c) Thus Cefar relates‘of the Inhabitants of Afar- | 

feilles, That when C. Tribonius lay in fiege againft them, 
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/* Jonah tr. 4, 5. 
ot Tum maximé Deus ex memoria Hominum elabitur, cum Benes 
ficiisejus fruentes Honorem dare Divine Indulgentia deberent. At 
vero fi neceflitas gravis preflerit, -tum Deum recordantur, &c. 
Laé&ant. Inftit, 1. 2. ¢. 1. 

|| Chap. 3.85.9. (4) 1 Kings 21.25. (4) Ver. 276 
(c) De Bell. Ciy. 1. 2. 
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all Sorts amongft them, the younger and lef confide- 
tate, as wel] as the elder and more ferious, their Wives 
and Children, and their very Guards, fell to their De- 
votions, to beg a Deliverance. And fo fays God of ‘his 
own obitinate People the Fews, that how negligent foe- 
ver they .were of him in their Eafe and Profperity, their 
Carriage would foon be changed when Trouble came 
upon them, and they found themfelves encompafs’d 
with Sorrows. * In their Afflittion they will [eek me ear+ 
ly. Sorrows and Misfortunes awaken Men’s Minds, and 
put them upon looking out for Help; and fince they 
know God is the only fure Refuge fap the Diftrefled, 
they fcarce need to be invited at fucha Time to addrefs 
themfelves to him. Hence it is eafily to obferve 
through all Ages, fo far as we have an Account of them, 
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how People have been wont to flock to the Temples in — 


Times of Diftrefs, to offer up their Devotions there, in 
hope of obtaining fome Relief from their Grievances, of 
whatever Sort. And the fame Method has been cufto- 
mary in Times of imminent Danger, as well as of pre- 


fent, Suiferings ; all Nations, whether Heathens, Jews, — 


or Chriftians, having conftantly praétifed it. And who- 
foever would hope fe the Divine Favour and Protection, 
muft not fail to take this Courfe, when under any Pref- 
fure or Calamity. But never is there fuch Occafion 


for. this Duty, as when a Man is feized with fome vi~ 


olent Pain or Sicknefs, that gives him juft Reafon to 
expect a fpeedy Tranflation into another World. When 
he finds almoft no Time left todo it in, this will be 
2, cogent Motive to him, to fet about it with all his 


Might, and never to give over till he has obtain’d a © 


Blefling. 


Theoph. For this Reafon 1 fhall not ftand to prefs © 


the Neceflity of what every one is naturally fo prone to 
enter upon, in Times of Danger and Difficulty; but 


only fhall in few Words beg of our good Friend here, 


not to give over what he has fhewn himfelf fo ready — 
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to pradtife, ever fince he was taken ill ; but that he will 
~~ {till go on to pray, and will beg of all his Friends and 
Relations to pray for him, during his Stay in this World, 
that God will forgive his Sins, will purify his Heart, 
will mortify all the Remainders of Vice in him, will give 
him his holy Spirit to ftrengthen and affift him, and will 
fend his holy Angels to condué& him toGlory. This is 
a Courfe, my Friend, that cannot fail of being highly 
advantageous to you; and which you are fure can never | 
hurt you. . 
Anchith. To deal freely with you, good Theophilus, 1 
muft acquaint you, that dol fpend a good Part of my 
Time in Prayer to God, both by my felf, and with 
others; and by the Grace of God I fhall perfift in it, 
whilft I am able to fpeak, or can lift up my Hands or 
- Eyes toward Heaven. And I do alfo beg of you here 
prefent, and of al] my other Friends, to affift me, with 
your ‘Seach Prayers to Almighty God, in my 
- Behalf. 3 : 


A Prayer for Ability to pray with Fervour 
and Devotion. 


H moft gracious God, do thou incline my Heart more 

and more to call upon thee, that when I can do nothing 

elfe, I may yet pray to and praife thee. Infpire my Soul with 
devout Affections, {uitable to my prefent Circumftances, that I 
may offer up my Prayers, from a truly humble and penitent, a 
_ fincere and pious Mind, and with fuch Fervour and Earneft- 
| nefs, as that thou mayeft not reject my Petitions, nor withold 
thy Mercy from me, but mayeft hear from Heaven thy Habi- 
tation, and return me a gracious Anfwer. Hear me,O Lord, 
for thy Mercies are great. Hear me and all that pray for 
me, and our Lord Fefus Chrift interceding for us all. And 
plenteoufly reward all thofe Prayers that are put up to thee on 
mine Account, from whomfoever they come, through the fame 
our Lord Fefus Chri. Amen. | | 


/ Ane 


™ 


“yea. 


“more immediate 
bas cbanii eid is to nol fiw, ! | 
Another for Forgivenefs of Sin, anda Preparation — 
eat. att’ nt AORTA USCC SERED. estate 
a Nature and. Property, O Lord, always to have Adere 
yoy and to forgive. To thee it appertaineth to fhew Pity to 
thofe who put their Truft in thee 5 on whou canft thou more [ui- 
tably place thy Compaffion, than on me an unworthy Sinner, 
whoa fhortly ta.give up my Account at thy great Tribunal ? 
Shit not thine Ear againft me now in.my Extremity: Nei- 
‘prorat me away in thy wrathful Indignation. But fo turn 
thine Anger from me, who meckly acknowledge my Vilenefs, 
and truly repent me of my Faults : and fo make haft to. help. 
me in this World, to purge and purify me, and to perfect what- 
ever is wanting in me, that I may ever live with thee in the 


World to come, through Fefus Chrift our, Lord. Amen.” | 
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Theoph. VII. Another Duty highly neceflary at alf 
Times, but more efpecially in Time of Sicknefs, and 
upon; the Aippedrance of Death,’ is; To watch diligently 
againft our grand Enemy the Devil, who ts more efpecially in- 
duftrious and vigilant, to dous a Mifchief at fuch a Time as 
this. Itis his conftant Bufinefs to promote the Ruin of 
Mankind’ by all Means in his Power. Having involved 
himfelf in irrecoverable Mifery, wherein he has long 
fuffer’d for his Folly, and mutt be fare to do it through 


a laftine Eternity ; his continual Study is, by al] Arts’ 


Of Fraud and Treachery, to bring whomfoever he can, 
into the fame wofvl and helplefs Condition with him-) 
felf; and fo to get them under his Dominion, that he 
may, perpetually tyrannize over'them. ‘Hence’ the A=" 
poftle St. Perer reprefents him, as * going about like «a fu-" 
rious, roaring Lion, feeking whom he may devour, wateh- 
ing all Opportunities to get People into his Reach, 


ufing whatever Means, either to affright or amaze, oF 
‘to beguile and deceive them out of their Duty. 
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| Exfebs He-once gave an Accountof himfelf, that’ he 
had been * walking to and fro in the Earth, mid going up 
and down in it. And the fame is:iftill his conftant Pra- 
ttice, to the end that he may work what Evib He can to 
its Inhabitants. OH. PHL aT, 10 
Theoph. He is ftiled by StePaul, +f the Prince of thé 
| Power of the Air ;.to put us in Mind of our Danger from 
the Legions of Evil Spirits he has at his Commarid, as 
his Minifters and Servants, by: whom he procures the 
Death of Sinners, as well as by-his own'more immediate 
Devices, each Way leading them on to Perdition: And 
no Wonder, if fo potent andfo malicioufly indefatigable | 
an Agent, be fadly prevalent over: fuch as are not fuf 
ficiently provided againft-him: » || Plutarch, in the Life 
Of Dion, notes it «as a very ancient Tradition, that thére 
» are a Sort of wicked enchdnting Demons, whith envy good Men; 
» and fet themfelves to terrify them out of their regular and vir- 
“tuous Converfation; to the end, that parting with their Inte 
Lgrity and Innocence, they may not bein a better Condition thar 
themfelves. Very agreeablyto whatithe holy Scriptures 
,teach ‘concerning this: grand Enemy of Souls, and his 
» Emiflaries and Agents, (a )oworking in the Children of Dif- 
- obedience, and beading them captive atihisWils x 
-  Eafebs It is his daily ‘and ‘hourly Employmerit, to 
» plant his Engines, and lay his Shares in-all Places, fot 
- obftructing our Salvation $and fhould be outs to arti 
our felves againft him, andiasthe Apoftle Sti Faines dis 
| ¥ects, fo to (b) refit him as that he may flee front us; and 
leave us to our felves, to fulfil the Duty requir’d Of ts: 
Theoph.’ And more efpecially when we come to draw 
omear our latter End. Then our Adverfary looks por 
himfelf, to be ina mote pectiliar Mannet engap’d to try, 
if poflible, to fecure ns to himfelf. He knows he bas ther 
» but a fhort Time; and if he can imptove that to his Pugs 
-pofe, his Work is done, and we muft never hope fot 
Safety or Happinefs more. Henice he “eonttives all 
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Ways, idkes nfeofvall Artifices, and: employs all his” 
Methods.of Delufion, that he »may notvonly retain: the 
Hold he had gottentupomany, butthat -he «may enforce 
his intereft-in them,’tilit, be: too late forthem, to think 
of refcuing themfelves out of his Hands:'* He puts 
.on yarious Garbs, ,trdtsforms himfelf into. cree oe 
and.,Accommodates:himfelf to all: Humours, that» y 
thefe. Means -he mayxénlarge ‘his. Dominions, and gain” 
New Subjects torhis Kingdom. © One whilevhe fooths and _ 
carefles the Sinner, arid/lulls him on in his wonted Stu-_ 
 pidity, left he fhould grow wife, and \bethink himfelfof 
this,dangerousStatejand fhould ufe' his hearty Hndeavours 
‘LO get out; of it! \Atanother Time; he difcourages him 
-yby reafoniof\ thesDifficulty of! ‘Repentance; iand a truly 
Ohriftian Gonverfation ;«whereby to retaitphignftill wn 
oder shis Dominion. »«ThisMan-he tempts«to disbelieve 
the Nottrines of Religion, and  more.»patticulariy the. 
Ammettality; of the Soularidia hifetto:come) That Man 
he . prevails with;. tho’\convined:of .theGertainty and 
Duration of the other State, ‘neverthelefy to -a@ contra- 
FY tochis Belief, cand: expafe: himfelf tovalkthedire Ven- 
\geance,, that is threatied:to( thofe: who'dosfo.:' Some: he 
entices to prefiine\upom ithe, Divine: Godadnefs, and for- 
~afinuch,as God has; de¢lar’d: himfelf.to be infinitely mer- 
Stull, therefore not to fedr, but he willrat laft receive 
_ theminto, bis Glory; :\without enquiring in what Difpo- 
dition shey-are, | for‘appearingain ;his Prefence, or what 
_ (they,.can pofliibly fay,forsthemfelves; when) he chall seal” 
them, to, Judgment.) /Ehts!he carries on theilnconfide- 
yfape in, a thoughtlef§ Security, till atlength Death feizes 
«them, before, they are inoa Readinefsforat; and-fo the 
Doon is ixxetsievably fbut again ft them.:;i With others he 
ppreceads\ ina quite different!Manner, prefling them to 
Alefpairby-reafon-of the Multitude:and Heinoufhefs. of 
their, Sms,,and by this Means with-holds: them from do- 
*''O Na hoaG@ vsrugnuarilerae eis afro Qoms, ex ine 
“SmAYEASD, Gms Ht, an. tra dmamon Tis dvSpem@ese Cyril. 
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ing what, they; may, .in; otder, to a Recovery..' In the 
“Time of their Health,,and Meriiment bis! Cuftom. was; 
to reprefent Repentance to thertas an eafy. Work, that : 
might quickly be difpatch’d at the end of their Day§; 
when they should. come'to take, their Bed, and beific for 
nothing elfe. , ,But;now the Tunes changed; and alt his 
Care is to perfwade.them, that itis too late to make any 
Attempts, towards the doing what they molt certainly 
ought to have done fooner, whilft they had Health, and 
Time, and Ability. for it all which being: now greatly 
impair’d, there. is tio, hope ileft them,,of accomplifhing 
an acceptable Repentance. Cyrauir alle, nos fingulos, Lays ° 

St. Cyprian, “ He, poes about,every..one.of us, and liké 
“an Enemy, that has.undertaken .a Siege; he. carefully, 
“| wiews, the Walls, and) tries where the weakeft Place iss 
“and whether there be,any, Hope of Entrance for. hiits 
"40 the Byes. he propofes;,charming Beauties,, and 
{tempting Pleafures, that, by the Sight Peoples Chaftia 
“ty may be ruin’d. To the Ears he prefents harmonis 
“ous Mufick, by the affecting Sound whereof tofoften, 
“and abate |their Chriftian Refolution. ... He. provokes 
“the Tongue by rude.and unhandfome, Language 5 
* moves the, Hand),to fighting :and Murder, se A 
* fronts and Injuries; allures the Deceiver. by, the Bait 
* of unjuft Gain. -To him that will fell his Soul.for 
* Money, heoffers what hefeeslike to, prevail. with 
“ him: He promifes Earthly, Honours, that he may de= 
“ prive us of the Heavenly ;. make falfe Shews, to, rob 
“us of the true Riches : And, whom, he, cannot privily 
deceive, he feeks to work upon by-open and. barefac’d 
Threatening, aflaulting them) with, tertible and. dés 
“ ftructive Perfecutions,whereby, to difcourage the faiths — 
‘© fol Servants of, God, to-;whom he.is,always an implacas 
“ble and dreadful Enemy ; fubtle in.Peace, and violerit 
*¢ inPerfecution. Wherefore, /ays be, moft deat Brethren, 
*¢ Jet, your Mind be fortified.and armed againft, all his 
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« Affaults, whether by open’Threatenings, or by his — 
‘more plaufible: and-‘deceitful Infinuations; being’ al-— 
ce ways as ready to refift his Attacks, ‘as he is to make — 
cootheme padi ie Daotaqubodeyts ripest 
1 EafebS ‘One Way? or ‘other, he never fails” to pros 
fecute his malicious Defigns, with “his utmoft Vigour, — 
watching’ Day and ‘Night,’ to take Men-at‘an Advantage, iy 
to enfitare them when either leaft aware of, ‘or leaft abie 
to withftand ‘his Motions, © 200) 080 1 
V'Theoph. Which proves the Reafonablenefs of St €y- 
prian’s Advice ; and ‘that the more’ pernicioufly fuccef> - 
ful any-Have found him in thefe Attempts, the more — 
carefully vigilant ate they obliged to be, againft them for : 
the future. Their former Failures fhould certainly en- 

gage them, not only to humble themfelves under a Senfe - 
of, and ‘unfeigned Sorrow for them, but moreover'to — 
make them henceforward more inceflantly upon their — 


Guard? that they never be betray’d into the like for the 
Time'to come. , nny 
! Eufeb Tf fach * who think they ftand moft fecurely, are 
neverthelefs to ‘fake heed left they fall, by the furprize of 
a fudden; or the Violence of a ftrong Temptation, 
how much more ought thofe to do it, whofe former 
Falls have’ given them too fad Evidence of theirown 
Weaknefs ? Mie See | be 
“i Theophi- And fo fhould thofe, who find themfelves 
at any Times lefs difpos’d than ufual, to bear up againft — 
him.°And’ accordingly his peculiar Diligence at the Ap- 
proach of our latter End}calls then upon all for a more ef- 
pecial Regard to his Wiles,whereby to defend themfelves 
_ againft him. You muft then be fire, as far as is confiftent 
with your- weak Condition, to watch and pray againft . 
him, and to implore a fingular Meafure of the Divine Af 
fiftance, for carrying you thro’ your laft Agonies with 
Succefs and Conqueft, that you may not unhappily lofe 
the Reward of all your former Pains, and meet with a 
dreadful-Difappointment, and be everlaftinnly con- 
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demn’d, when! youexpected'on thecontrary toreceive 
a Crown af Glory that. fadeth not away. What * St. Se-" 
rome affirms, isomoftscertainly true; that» Wallus ‘Dies’ 
tutus . periculo proximus\s \there is no: Time of thinking | 


your felf fafe, 


whilft-in the Neighbourhood of \ Danger.” 


‘And forafiiuch the .greater the Danger \is, the farther) 
you.are from Safety, the more.watchful ought you un. 
-doubtedly to beat fuch a Times) ois) Se 
. Anchith.Lamfully convinedl: ought to be fo, but: 
my -Sicknefs. fo: difcompofes my. Thoughts, that Tscan 
do nothing asI fhould. Wherefore:[-befeech’ Almigh- 
ty God, to take. Pity upon me, either to help my In- 
firmity, or gracioufly to. accept of fuch imperfect, Duties, 
as that will allow me to-perform. => “7° 


* Proosm, ad Pammach, in Lib. 2, Commentar. in Amos 
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Succeed in his Endeavour, (but' of thy great Merty fruftrare 
his Defigns, and Jdefearall his Wiles vands Stratagems, that. 

he may wot prevail: A igh me, and draw me afide into ther 
Ways of Sim, Thatig che be igeepihey: thyholy Spirit is ae 
comparably \mére. pomerfilks let ebar good Spirit condutt * wade 
fafelys: to fpight of al theorher’s Devices for my: Ruini:’ Des 
fiver macy O my God, elivencme in thy Rightcoufnels s°andl 
let no Temptation be too trong: for me: Carry me: vittorix) 
eufly, through whatfaewer' Conflicts ov Calamities may befalme, 
either wow, or.» at the Hour af Deaths? This I beg for Fefiis’ 
Chrift?s Sake, our LirdioiAmén — -binod, bes esislad.ol 
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| Merciful and gracious Lord Gods, who willeft. not; the 
Death of a’ Sinner, but rather that be fhould turn’ 
from his Sins and live, and’ who art always more ready ta 
bear, than we to ray 5 and art wont to give more than we de- 
fire. or déferve ; aba withme according to my own Unwor- 
thinels, but according to the Multitude-of thy Mercies. Lee 
por my defective Services be difpleafing in thy Sight. Caff me- 
not off, when I ‘endeavour to approve my felf to thee, though 
with a great’ Mixture of Weaknefs and Imperfettion. Whilft F 
continue here obnoxious to Sin and always encompafs'd with’ 
Femptations to it, F am continually adding’ tothe vaft leap’ 
of my Offences s and even my moft holy Things are polluted | 
and defiled: Affift me by thy Grace and holy Spirit, that ¥ 
may ferve thee more compleatly for the little Time -of my 
Life that yet remains, than I shave done hitherto. When P 
offer up my? Petitions to thee, infpire my Soul with fuch dey 
vout Affettions, as become’ a guilty Creature, before bis highs 
ly offended: Creator. And ‘at all other Tinies let a Senfe of 
thy divine Prefenge overawe my Mind, that I may ftudy to 
the utmoft to pleafe thee, being fully refole’d: to yield to’ no 
éMotious to the congrary, bow preffing foever. And do thou. 
ponaelcend to cast an Eye if Pity towards me, and to accept 
of fuch an imperfes. Obedience-as I am capable of -performming | 
piorough Fefus Chrift our Lord. Ameny ei eo ® 
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Ore forafntich as without thee I’ am not able to pleafe.. 
“hin 
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“thee 5 mercifully grant that thy holy Spirit” may in all... 

gs diret and rule ‘my Hearty, that* be ‘may, be''to rig a., 
Spirit ‘of Wifdom- ad Underftanding,. a Spirit of ‘Counfel~ 
and Might,’ a Spirit’ of Knowledge and of the Fear of the. ~ 
Lord, ‘and may daily encreafe in-me' thy: manifold Gifts “of. 
Grace. Let ‘bim'be my Guide to dive? me in' the Way of. 

- Righteoufne[s, my Giard'td préferve' me: from the: Pury of they - 
Enemy, andy Shield to beat back all bis Darts. ° Add Yfor=.- 
afmuch as the:Frailty-of Man without thee cannot but fall, 
keep me ever by thy Help: from all Things hurtful, ‘and lead 

me to all: Things profitable tomy ‘Salvation, through ‘Fefue. 
Chrift our Lords “Amen. J ah hi et 
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Bufeb. Vdoubt'we have tir’d’ Anchithanes: ie 
— “Fheoph. Vwill only beg Leave: to: mention one.other,. 


Duty, if he can haye Patience’ to hear it, and fo fhail 
bid’ hin Adjen for this Time. 
— \Anchith. ° Y befeech’you take your own Tite. ~~ 
“Theoph. VILL Then in the laft Place, The fick Man 
muff {hew himfelf perfectly refigned to the divine Difpofal. 1 
do‘not fay he muft not’ murmur ‘at God’s Dealings with, 
him, how unagreeable foever to Flefh and Blood 5. be-" 
caufe this'were fuch exceflive Undutifulnefs and Ingrati-._ 
tude together, as ‘tio good Man can fuffer'himfelf to be' 
guilty of. But he muft farther renounce his own moft. 
natural Defires, whenfoever they are not throughly con- , 
formable;té what Almighty God decrees concerning him. . 
Otherwife the very Heathens will rife up in Judgment | 
ie him, and will condemn him ‘in a high Degree. 
Patticularly * Epictetus, who fticks not to profefs con~ 
cerning himfelf, that he had brought his Mind into a 
Perfect Subjection to the Divine Will. “ I have learned, 
«fays he, to conform my Will-to God; infomuch that 
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** would he have me fick, I would be fo; would he have 
f me attemptaay Thing, Iam ready to do it; would 
he haye me defire any Thing, I am willing to defire — 
it; would he have. me. acquire -any Thing, I re+_ 
6 joice to fet about; it;.would he. not. haye me do’ 
it, neither am I for it ;, would he:have me to die, I 
“do not.refofe it. Inlikeamanner,, -F Socrates being iny 
formed by Cyita,that He. was to die the next Day,return’d — 
this Anfwer, asa Teftimony of his ready Submiffion, to: — 
the Determinations of Providence concerning him;, 
“AMS Kelzuy, qx Let: ef aeUTy mis Seaig oidor, rev Ty 2503 
It is very well, O Grito; wad Since it pleafes the. Gods fo let. 
wt be. And || Seneca, palles.a fevere Cenfure, upon thofe. 
who are not willing to,part with their Life, or whatfo-. 
ever other Blefling theyshaye receiv’d from God, when- _ 
foever hethinks' fr tocallforit. “ He, fays be, is unjuft; 

* who will not leave the ordering of the Gift to the 
Will of the Giver 3,,and he.is covetous; .who is not-fo 
F° well pleas’d with his having receiy’d,a Favour, as he — 
* is difturb’d at the Lofs of. it. rant sveie <i 4G: 
Eufeb. To the fame Purpofe likewife {peaks the Em=, 
peror Antoninus, freely owning that.Prowidence is clearly 
feen-in the, Administration of the World, and hence exhort- 
ing wot to dje repining, but eafy and well pleafed, and with 
thankfulne/sto the Gods. . And at another Time he pros 
felfes his Veyeration for the. Governour of the World, 


— 


and his Traft and Confidence in him. * Sibe, % esas, 

4%. 2ehfe gov MomSrm. ~ 1 * adore the Orderer of all , 
* Things,and firmly. and ftedfaftly rely upon him; -f and 
exhorts others; quietly to expec their Diffolution, whe- . 
* ther by Way of Extinétion or Tranflation, and inthe — 
** mean Time, to Worfhip and praife the Gods, toda . 
* good to Men, to bear with them, and to refrain from 

* making them any ill Returns, and to remember that 
 thofe Things which are from without, and depend 

f€ neither ypon their own Bodies or Souls, are neither 
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“theirs, nor at their Difpofal. And again; fays he, He 
“¢ || determines the End of thy AéGing here, “who was 
“formerly the Caufe of thy Being, and is now’ of thy 
*. Diflolution ; neither’ of which ‘is thine own doing. 
“Wherefore be fire to depart’ hence?well-pleafed, “for 
““he that difmiffes thee; is fo."! #1 97.3 boy ,oxitey yorn 
Theoph. If the Light of Nature could teach fuch a 
Submiflion to Almighty God, how: much’ more fhould: 
the Doégtrines of the Gofpel incliné' us‘ all to «al:ready? 
Compliance with whatfoever is well pleafing to: him ? 
And the Sick-Man therefore would do well, to recollect’ 
that God’s Will is not only Supreme, Abfolutey and 
Independent, but moreover jis’ infinitely Righteous! 
and Wife, that he underftands :all Things, and knows: 
the Tendencies, and forefees the Events of them, and: 
what Good or Hurt there is in them; and confequently. 
all his Difpenfations towards any of us muft be really: 
beft in themfelves, though we at prefent may not ap- 
prehend them to be fo. | 299) Wags bee ¢ 826 
- Eufeb, He mightconfider alfo, how much * the Day 
of one’s Death is-better than the Day of bis Birth, thaty:as: 
has been +- already obferved, this Life is full of Mifery. 
and Trouble, and in no wife to’be:compared with the 
ineftimable Joys and Glories, the unconceiveable Blifs 
and Felicity of the other ; that he is here but as a Stran- 
ger anda Pilgrim upon a Journey, and that no pleafant’ 
one, towards a’ better Country; but Heaven is his’ 
End, his Home, his Father’s Houfe, where alone he can’ 
be at Reft, and where he will meet with the compleateft’ 
Happinefs in all Refpects ; that here he is in Spiritual 
Thraldom, liable-to-manifold Temptations, in ‘a’ Sort. 
of Servitude to divers Lufts and Pleafures, which he 
cannot defend himfelf againft, without continual Care 
and Watchfulnefs; but there he will be abfolutely.-free, 
and reign in Splendor and Majefty for ever and ever. 
Theoph. No doubt, thefe Confiderations muft raife 
up the Mind of a good Man, above all he can meet with — 


2 ama as oss aoe Qeesce Eres 
WL 12,3, * Ecclef. 7,1, 7) $Pias8, We ee 
: | here 


314  —«-« The more immediate. 
here below, and will make him not unwilling to be tran" 
flated»into that’ far betrer State. ‘The Praveller ismnever 
forry that he has-reached ‘the End of his. Journey, and” 
is tow at Liberty to enjoy himfelf, and his Friends.’ 
The Labourer isglad when his Work is over, thatyhe 
may retire, and take his reft. The Mariner is full of» 
Lite he {Ges his,Port, and haftens with all. the 
peed he can to-get intoit. The Soldier is ready enough 
to betake himfelf. to the Refrefhment of his Winter's. 
Bafe;; when tired with the Drudgery.and;Danger of the » 
Sunimer’s Cantipaign. |!And fhall not the Chriftian)be as. 
defirous of ‘attaining, his: End, and as much difpofed:to : 
blefs himfelf in: ithe Attainment, of it? When, he» iis) 
come: to the utmoft Terni of: his' Pilgrimage, has’ fought. 
the good Fight-of Faith, dnd. finifed bis Courfe with Intes, 
srity, andia good Conftience, hasilaboured his appoin- 
ted Time in his heavenly Father's Vineyard; has been. 
long toffed about in this World, asi upon a tempeftuous: 
Sea; and now fees before him a quietand fettled Habi-) 
tatiOn,\ wi immortal Crows of Glory, apleafant Land, and 
a moft‘excéedingly valuable. Recompence of Reward; 
~ an Fnhéritance vincoreuptible, and undefiled; thar. fadeth \not.' 
away, referved in'Heaven for hims awhat fhould make him 
fondioftarrying any longer here?) base. foul 
~ Eufebs Tocmeet with Croffes and Vexations, ‘to ber: 
fabj2& ito: Loffes and Difappointments, to be Sick and. 
Die, is but the) common Fate of jhis mortal Lifes; and. 
whatthe Wifeft/and moft Honourable, and the Rich-| 
eft andi. moft Potént,’Kings and. Emperors, as- well as: 
theirimeaneft Subjects‘ are liable to; and it is a very. 
unreafonable Thing; for a Prifoner. to’ be fo in lover 
with his Gonfinément, a Captive with Mis Chains, or a» 
Slave with his Drudgery and ill Ufage, as not readily 
to accept of a Deliverance, when. offered freely, and 
withont any otherInconvenience than quitting his Sta-. 
tion, afid removing at a Diftance from the Caufe of 
all his Diflatisfactions and Complaints. » 
Theoph. The greateft, and the beft of Princes are. 
no more exempt from natural Infirmities, and outward 
mt” Pinar Cafualties 


/ 
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Cafitalties and Accidents than conimon People. ; ‘They! 
muft meet with Oppofition; and'' Difobedience): ang 
Treachery, and Confpiracies above the Rate of others s 


and. muft be ill, and in Pain, and give up the 4 
when their Time comes, no lefs'than'the Batefe df theig\, 


Vailals. Even our bleffed Lordy the Son of God hime 
felf, was not only to die, but to die a painful, igno- 


- mibious, and\accurfed. Death upon the Crofs:~ And "cam 


any pretend to be his Difciples, ‘and, refufe ‘tobe ons 
formed to his. Example? It would certainly: bécomeug: 
ally.to fet him: before us: as a Pattern fot otr pious Imi- 
tation, and to: beg that the Wilhof\.God may? be ace 
complifh’d imus,* with the fame Submiflion that*hedids 
and-not think our felves too good todrink of thé Cap thie 
he drank of, and.be baptized with the ‘Baptifm thar he wa 
baptized with, or even to die a ‘far eafier Déaththan He 
died: So that the Sick Man» can never hope to éxcufé 
himfelf, if he:does not take Care to: bring all his Longs 
ings and Defires into. Subjection, to the all-wife Deter- 
minations. of God» concerning: him, whether: for: Prof 
perity or Adverfity, Health or Sicknefs,: Life or Death: 
The doing which, will not only be at acceptable Sers 
vice to Almighty. God, and a jaft Acknowlédgment: of 
his Sovereignty and Dominion; but.will be a great 
Bafe.to his own Mind, and the fureft' Method ‘he. can 


take to cure all thofe tormenting Fears of Death}: to. 
_ Which he would otherwife be liable... This will: bring 


him to a Compofednefs of Thoughts under all;Events; 
that whatever happens, he will never be difturbed at 
it to any great Degree; and fo ‘he will be eafy botl 


_ Living and Dying, and in the' readier Way tobe » for, 


ever happy, when he comes into the other World. 
Anchith.. Oh, how happy were I, if I could once 


’ throughly conquer my felf in this Refpe@, {0 as to leave 


it intirely to Almighty God to choofe for me. ThisI 
have heartily endeavoured, and do yet, and will'endea- 
your as long as Breath is left in me; and’ wilt beg of 


- God to help my Infirmities, and enable me to doit as 


”_ 


; 
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ought ; as likewife that whenever he takes-me hence, 
He wilbtake me to himfelf. 


+ 
t 


A Prayer for an intire Refignation to the Di-. 
rt vine Will. iV 


Rant me, O Lord, a ready and con[tant Submiffion to thy \ 

CE moft holy, moft juft, and righteous Will, that whatever: 
becomes of me, I may always look up'to thee, asthe fupream 
Author ‘of all Events, may fee thy Hand in every Thing 
that befalls me, and may comfort my felf to think, that im 
allmy Troubles and Difficulties, I have yet a good and gra- 
cious God to take Care of me. It is un[peakable Love in 
shee, to concern thy felf for us poor Mortals, finful Duft and 
Aes; yer fince thou doft not difdain to charge thy good. 
Providence with us, and our Affairs, never fuffer any: of: 
usyiEbefeech thee, to-make fo ill Ufe of thy Conde[cention, 
as to fbewiour felves cdiffatisfied at any of thy moft adverfe 
Difpenfations towards us but to believe they will certainly 
turn toour Advantage, if we be difpofed to receive them as 
we ought. Be with mein particular, and fo guide and over~ 
rule all my Defires, that they may be intirely fubjett to thy 
Determination, that I) may take patiently all thou layeft upon 
me, and whether thow defigneft me for Life or Death, this 
ar the other World, I may reft affured, that thou knowefh 
how ta chaofe for me,.far better than I can for my felf, and 
may be eafy and contented in whatever Condition, praying. 
after the Example of our bleffed Lord, Not my Will, but 
thine be doné. Grant this, O Father, for the fake of the 
fame thy Son, our Lord and Saviour. Amen, . 


Another for an eafy Departure hence. ©, 


| A “ND. may it feem good in thy Sight, O gracious Lordy 
| to foften the Pains of my prefent Sickne{s and ap- 
proaching Agonies, and to grant mea gentle Paffage through 
the Gate of Death, Thou knoweft the Weakie/s ‘and Frailty 


of 
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‘of humane Nature’; Ob, that it may pleafe thee to. tay no 
heavier Load upon me, than is neceffary for ‘me, but grant 
‘me a favourable and happy’ Departure out» of this vnifteable 
World, that I. may die with a quiet Mind, and a peaceful 
Confcience, and no-exceffive, nor lafting bodily Pains. This 
‘my own Fears prefs me'to-beg of thee, and I do it according- 
by: but yet with all Sabmiffion to thy moft holy Will, which 
I pray may be done, though thou fhouldeft have determined 
otherwife concerning me. Only then 1 befeech thee, to fur- 
nifh me with Patience, and fupport me with fpiritual Cont- 
forts, and not fuffer my ghoftly Enemy to terrify and moleft 
me. And the nearer I come to my Diffolution, the:more'plen- 
tifully do thou manifeft thy Mercy towards me, through Fefus 
Chrift my dear Redeemer, and only Lord and Saviour. 
Amen. howe 


Another fora Tranflation into a better State. 


~ AND when I take Leave of this earthly Body, receive 
“£7 me, I beg, into thy Favour. Give thy Holy Angels 
Charge over me, to condutt me-fafe into thy Kingdom, and 
place me among ft the Saints in Light, in the Bofom of Fefuse 
Watch over me for good, take my Soul unto thy felf, wafhed 
and cleanfed in the Blood of ih And grant at length to 
this decaying Body, a bleffed Refurrettion, and» Reunion to +ts 
former Companion, that both Soul and Body may be glorified 
together, and that I may everlaftingly praife and magnify 
thy holy Name, founding forth eternal Hallelujahs, and fay- 
ing with thofe in the Apocalypfe, BLESSING, AND HO- 


OUR, AND GLORY, AND POWER, BE TO HIM 


THAT SITTETH UPON THE THRONE, AND TO 
“THE LAMB, FOR EVER AND EVER. Amen. 


") Theoph. 1 make no queftion, Anchithanes, but you re- 
ally labour after the bleffed Frame of Mind, and the 
fiappy Tranflation hence, you fo-earneftly pray for. But 
we muft now take our Leaves of you. And I befeech 
TER YR ou Olea Almighty 
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<Almighty:God to’ fend. you aquiet\Night, and to haye 
syou always.in his Protection, whether.Living or Dying. 

~\\ Eafeb. “We ought indeed to be going 5\but that I fee 
‘Tikeodarus coming;\and it.willbe fit to ftay.and join with 
him inPrayer forour worthy Friend... 5 

-. ashith. Weg \this Piece of Friendfhip of you boths 
ford lave great Need of the Prayers of all.my Friends« 

Fbeod:, Peace be to this Houfe, and.to all that dwell inst. 

. Fheaph. \We mere jut leaving Aschithanes to his Re 
Ahaving fificiently tired him with aJéngValit; but fee- 
Gng-you:coming, we refolved to tarry a little longer, and 
-offer.up.our Prayers with you on his Behalf; for his Re- 
«coxery, if it feemgood to the Divine Wifdom, or elfe 
for his, Admiffion into,eternal Happinefs. . “iD 

Theod. Then if you pleafe we will begin. zi 
~Theoph. As foon as you pleafe, Theodorus ; for it is 
more than Time we were gone. 
| Dwill notikeep»you any longer.) » 
ovis Prayers being ended, the others withdrew, leaving Theo- 
n\cenhe on, alae with.Anchithanes ; who, after alittle 
» feafonable and pious Advice, left him too. = 


The End of the Fifeb NA SAT. 4 


) 


a The Sixth V 1.S.1°T. 

Enfebias. co ceo and -Philogeiton, yow come very 

BLL | feafonably ; 1 was jaft going to callup- 

on Theophilus, thatwe might make good our Promife to 

Anchithares, at whofe Houfe we expected to meet you. 
Timotheus. ‘Weare ready to attend you. 

-  Exfeb... Here Theapbilus is coming, and another with 


—— — = | 


m. | 
Theophilus. Well met Sirs; Hereisa Meflengerfrom — 
(Anchithanes, to acquaint me that he is much changed ~~ 
fince Yefterday, and feems to be very near his End: 
: . Timath, 
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“) ‘Timoth. ‘Theniifvyou pleafe let us lofe no Time, that — 
wedo not comertéoilate. § i) vodrio i) | verter od 

‘© ‘Fheoph. | He was-very weak, and’ his Spirits low.and 

faint Yefterday, andvif ‘he be muclvalter’d fince, ‘he cane 
not ‘be expected to laft long ; fo.that' if we would hope 

todo him any Service, we ought to make what’haft we 

“" Philogeiton. Pray let us. And if we fhould not Be. 
ableto do him.any' KindnefS, yet jit will be a confider- 

- able Kindnefs to: our ‘felves, to’ behold’ aSpettacle’ of 
“Mortality, thatwill naturally put-us in‘Mind of our own 
Frailty, and the Uncertainty of’ this tranfitory’ Life. 

-Theoph.' It is no fimall Piece of Wifdom to number.our 
Days aright.. And’ nothing tends more\to put ius upon 

“this, than to fee-others of the like Brame and Conftitu- 

“tion with our felves, ftruggling for Breath, and at length 

giving up the Ghoft. | Phony 

\' Timoth. * This muft put us upon refleGing what is like 

«to become of us, (when we leave this World, and follow 
them; and by Confequence upon preparing -for our 
Change, which may poffibly be much nearer tofome, or 

_allofus than we apprehend. bine dita! 

‘8 Eufeb. We cannot’ be too fenfible.of the Reafon'we 
all have, to look:forward to another Life, and to get our 
Souls ‘into a Readinefs for Death, which is the only Paf 
fage into it; and whichif it fhould feize us unprepar’d, 
we muft look to have the Door eternally fhut againft us, 

‘Servant. Will you pleafe to: walk in;imy Mafter is 
extreamly weak 5 and if you hadiftay’d alittle longer, © 
you would hardly have found him alive. 74 

- “Theoph. “We came to that End’; and I pray God we 


may find him ina Condition to bedifcourfed with. 


_ Serv. . His Underftanding is found and’ well, but his 
Spirits fink apace, fo that itis: but little:you can expe 
: him to fay. + | : | 
Theoph. Anchithanes,\we are come now as we promis’de 
'Rray how areyou'to Day?) 3 j | , 
Anchithaness Weak, very weak: ~~~ 


Exfob, 
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2-/Eufeb. God be-thanked you are yetalive ; and like to 
be happy, I truft, either in this, or the other World., 
: Anchith. Asit fhall pleafe God. lam in his Hand ; 
.and he ordets all: things, and knows what is beft for me. 
And whatfoever he fhall determine concerning me,] fhall 
think:Heft.! vs s2ietn of 3 p daiyty OF 
Timoth. You judge, and fpeak, as becomes a good 
Chriftian.; What Almighty God does, ‘being always the 
“Bea of infinite Wifdom and Goodnefs,-is always bett. 
» And itis therefore by much a prudenter and fafer Courfe, 
to give our {elves up:to. his Difpofal, than to choofe for, 
- ourfelves, whatever the Cafe be. 
»_Anchith. Jam! abundantly fatisfied it is: And this 
smakes me very eafy: « And I thank God, I do moft hear- 
tily:fay for my felf,’ as Eli did upon Saviuel’s heavy Mef- 
fageto him; *iJeisthe Lord, let him do what feemeth him 
good. Lamcoming, O my God, prepare me, i befeech 
- thee, for the everlafting Enjoyment of thee, that I may 
Jive with thee for ever, and eternally found forth thy 
-Praifes. & “ ccvarls 
19 Philog. . \ truft in-God you will) > ) 
Anchith. 1 would gladly take Leave.of my Family, 
sand leave fome parting Advice with them, before I am 
“taken from them ; and to that End have fent for. them 
Sin) » But} find Emuft reft a while, 1am fo much fpent 
aig” that Little I have now faid. iO : 
- »+ Theoph. Very. well mov’d ! This being a Time when 
»fuch Advice is like to, make the deepeft Impreflion upon — 
them, and may not!improbably be of everlafting Advan- 
tagetothem. ©. | bigown 
1; Eufeb. It is commonly obferv’d, that the Words of 
dying Perfons have a particular Regard paid to them, 
»above any Thing they had faid at other Times. vere 
Theoph: And there are divers Reafons for it. For if 
a Man be ever ferious and in earneft, he will be fothen; 
Jand: if thofe he {peaks to are ever difposd to hearken to, 
and remember what he fays, this is the Time, when 


* x Sam. 3 18. . 


ded they 
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they are jut parting, and can-hope for no farther Com- 
munication with him; when they are defirous of fome- 
thing to remember him by, and of fomething wherein, 
to thew tlieit Refpect to his Menfory 3 when his Words: 
are a Sort of Legacies to thofe that hear them, and they 
think themfelves oblig’d accordingly, prefently to re- 
folve to fulfil the Will of the Dead, and the Senfe they 
then have above other Times, of their own Mortality. 
makes them ferious and fincere in their Refolutions. 
Eufeb. For thefe Reafons I cannot wholly diflike Az- 
chithanes’s Defign. But I think, however, he would do 
well to have a Regard to his own want of Strength, and 
be as fhort as he can. 4c ee Loads ae 
Theoph. That would be advifeable ; that he preju- 
dice not himfelf by too much {peaking ; for I find he is 
very weak. Mie 
~ Anchith. In trath Iam fo 5 and. will therefore follow 
your Advice. . ; itiiytd wat 
Th his Wife. * You fee my deareft Wife, in what a. 
“ Condition I lie here, looking continually to be taa 
<¢ ken from thee, my‘loving and dear Companion; and. 
1 truft in God, it isin order to a better State, a 
“ State of incomparable Blifs, and eternal Happinefs. 
“ Wherefore I beg of thee, not to be grieved upon my 
« Account’ I have run my Race, have finifhed my 
Years allotted me upon Earth ; and do willingly quit 
< this Life, in Obedience to the Divine Will, and in. 
& hove of thofe ineftimable Rewards, which are pro- 
& misd by the Gofpel, to all who duly labour. aftet . 
«them. Neither be thou  folicitous for thy felf and 
our dear Children; for thou knoweft very well, that 
«© Almighty God has promis’ to take a particular Care. 
eof * the Fatherle/s and Widow, and thou needeft not. 
€¢ doubt but he will make good. his Word to thee, 1 
& thou ftedfaftly putteft thy Truft in him. There is., 
nothing, I find, fo hard for me to part with, as with. 
« thee, my dear, deat Wife; however, fince it is God’s 
s Will, 1 willingly leave thee. But yetI do it with a 
+ Plal. 146. 9. Y x firm 


me oer “| 
/ ¥ 
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¢¢ firm Perfwafion, that thou wilt fo proceed to order : 
« thy Life, in the Fear of God, that we may meet — 
“ again, and be infinitely happy in the other World” 
“¢ for evermore. Tho hait been a very kind and lov-" 
*. ing Wife to’me, and I have éideavoured not to be 
Cc 


~ To bis'Children. *-God Almighty blefst yow allo my” 


_and.orderly Servants, mayft be belov’d of God, and” 


“dient Servants. Remeber the Advice) of your:dy>" 
“ing Rather; obférve itgnow, and keep uit 1m Mind 


“Get your felves well inftruéted © in" your. Religions* 


wanting in return of Affe@tion to thee. But if I have: 
fail’d ae my Duty, I heartily beg Pardon for it.. Take» 
Care of thy felf, that thou fet’ the Lord always be-* 
fore thee, and walk always as in his Sight, and as re+: 
membring the Account thou muft give to him at the © 


‘ Jaft Day. Take Care of my Childten to inftruct them: 
‘in their Duty and to prefs them to obferve it. Bea” 
kind Miftrefs to thy Servants. And fet thy felf both , 


to the Children and them, a Pattern of good Works 5 
that fo thou mayft have obedientChildren,and faithtul » 


all good Chriftians, and that thro’ the Mercy of God, © 
and our blefled Saviour’s Merits and Mediation, we” 
may have a joyful Meeting in a happy Eternity. « 


déar ‘Children; and’ make. you his''faithfnlsand ,obe-" 


when'f aim gone. Be fire ‘to ferve and:pleafe God. * 


And as you are happily Members of the:beft Conftitu- 
ted Church now in-the World; be fure to continue’ al-* 


Ways fo, believing its: Doctrines, and following its” 


‘Di¥eGionss See that ye Medfaftly retain the Faith 
‘taught ih it from the Holy Scriptures, and embraced i 
“and« maiataind through all the firft and pureft Ages: 


of Chriftidnity. And let your Practice always be» 


-atcordingly. ‘Remember God: always. fees. you, and» 


do noth ng that you would not have him privy. tos? 


or Which you fhall ‘wilh you -had, not done, whem* 
“ye Mhalk come ‘at ‘thé laft'Day to'give up your Ac-y 
cc [ 

ee 


counts, to-him 5 ‘nor to eave undone, wiiat you fhalb: 


thea Wifh°you had perférmeds Be ‘mindtul of your» 
“ Duty to tim, and-he will be-min¢fulof you, will. 
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* take yon into his Protection; and:will be an infinitely 
“¢ better Father to you, than l could ever be.’ Feat 
“him; love-him; honour him’; ferve him ; nevef omit 
_ © your Prayers to him; praife him for all ‘his Benefits j 
“and in all Things ftudy to approve your felve$ to 
“< him. . Be conftant in reading the holy Scriptures ; 
and obferve well what you read, to treafare it up 
‘in your Minds, and practice it in your Lives. Avoid 
“ Idlenefs, and. bad Company; and always aflociate 
*¢ your félves with thofe that are good. Put your Truft . 
“€ always in God and undertaké nothing of any Mos 
“ment, without firft begging his Blefling upon it. Be 
“ fure never to {wear in your Converfation, nor to tell 
“ Lies upon whatever Account. Be dutiful and loving 
** to your kind-and tender Mother. Pray for her.° Ho 
“ nour her for God’s fake, who. has requir’d it of you, 
*¢ for my fake, who am now leaving you, and for your 
** own fakes, that fhe may not be fore’d at the laft 
<* great Day, to appear as a WitnefSagaintt you, and 
“ accufe you of Difobedience; and that God may blef 
** you with a long and happy Life mpon»Baith, atid 
<* with eternal Blifs and Felicity in Heaven.’ And when 
«< ye come into the World, be juft and honeéft in. all 
© your Dealings, courteous and. obliging to all: heip- 
-™ fal and charitable to all that need it; refpe&ful to 
“* your Superiors ; and thankful for any Kindneffes 
** that are done you. Shun all excefS in) Meat ‘and 
“ Drink, efpecially in the latter. Moderate your; Pafli- 
** ons, forgive Injuries, love your:Enemies,' and :do to 
“all, as ye would they fhould do to you. Confider 
“itis but a little Time you have to live ‘here, and 
<¢ let it therefore be your daily Care to provide for a 
“ better and more Jafting State. Be ap do 
s* your Duty in all Refpects,and then God -will love, 
« and as I faid before, will be the beft of Fathers to 
£C vou... " oy (Mok # 
To his Servants. “ The Time of my Departure be- 
“¢ ing now at Hand, I fent for you, to take my ‘Leave 
“ of you, and to-give-you my Parting-Advice, in hope 
iowa Ya) ye ee ee hUS you 


* 
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you will attend to it; and remember, and practice it: 
I thank you for the good Services ye have done me. 
And I now defire, that fo long as any of you tarry 
here, ye will behave your felves in the fame Manner 
towards your MiftrefS. Be faithful and diligent in your 
Service, * Obey her, as the Apoftle requires, mot mith 
Eye fervice as Men-pleafers, but in Singlenefs of Heart, 
“¢ fearing God. And whatfoever ye do for her, do it hear- 
tily, as your Duty to the Lord, and not to her only 5 
‘ knowing, that for fo doing, ye fhall receive of the Lord 
the Reward of your Labours, the Inheritance of the Sons 
“ of God ; for in this ye ferve the Lord Chrift. Flee all 
»StubbornnefS, Anfwering again, Lies, Pilfering, Waft- 
fulnefs, Idlenefs, Negligence, Breach of Truft, Drun- — 
kennefs, Fornication, Vain Oaths, Bad Company, or 
whatever is unbecoming the Profeflion of Chriftiani- 
ty, Live always as in the Sight of God; let him be — 
your Fear, and let him be your Dread, and be fure above 
<< ‘all Things never knowingly to offend him, that he 
s¢ may,recompence you in Part here, and more abun- 
“« dantly hereafter. Jam very faint. 

Theoph. No wonder; for you have {poke beyond your — 
Strength. » Day 

Aachith 1 find have. . And yet I muft proceed, to 
thank you all, my good Friends, for all your Kindnef$ — 


to me; for which I befeech Almighty God to reward 


you plentifully ; and Theodorus too, to whom pray give 
my parting Thanks. 1 can fay no more. I am going. 
I pray God blefs us all, and grant us a happy Mecting’ 
in Heaven. And ‘fo deareft Wife; and all here prefent, 
Adiey. Pray to God forme, when I can no longer pray 
for my felf. i" ) 
Timoth. . He feems to be going to fleep. ‘te 
Theoph. » He is quite fpent, and has need of Reft 5 the 
Lord grant him it. ) : ae 
Eufeb. And when he fhall be taken hence, the Lord 
ciant himeternal Reft. * : | 
All of them. Amen. 


Promotie ne ce kms 


Cs oll emanated ieeeniteaedall 


; Col. 3. 22,2 3. 24, | T heoph. 
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. -Theoph. What-a Happinefs itis :to die inthe Rear 
of God, and as becomes a good Chriftian! Let us re- 
member, and ‘never forget it, that Death is in this 
Cafe, a Deliverance from all our Cares and Troubles} 
Fears and Difquietudes, Loffes and Difappointments, 
from all/Pain and Sicknefs, and from all Sin and’ Wick- 
ednefs, and a Tranflation into; the utmoft HappinefS 
we are capable of enjoying, the Prefence and Fruition 
of God, the Society of our blefléd Saviour, of the blef 
fed Angels, and the Saints of all ‘Ages, and -all) thofe 
unconceivable Rewards, which are promifed in the Gof- 
el, to fuch as. believe in Chrift, and: ferve and’ obey 
Eufeb. This is a HappinefS indeed !* And inthis hap- 
py State we; may. juftly expect ‘our good Friend will be 
ina very little Time, through the Merits and Medi- 
ation of Chrift. BpolnGO) fut das 1, 
Timoth. And what a Comfort muft it be to-his dear- 
eft Friends, that he fhall be gone only into.that Place 
of Glory, whither we all defire and hope to come in 
-Godis die Timely bas ps9Wwtr Aoi vin | 
Philog. ™* Rightidear in the Sight of the Lord is the 
Death of bis Saints; fays the Royal Pfalmift. And it is 
well faid’ by the Author of the Book of Wifdom, to the 
fame Purpofe::-f- <The Souls of the Righteous’ are in the 
Hand. of Gods and there {hall uo Torment’ touch them. In 
the Sight of the Unwife they feemed to die: And their De- 
parture was taken for Mifery, and their going fromus to 
wbe utter Deftruttion: But they are in. Peace. For though 
they be. pumfl'd in the Sight of Aten yet is their Hope full 
_ ef Immortality. And having been alittle chaftifed, they 
fhall be greatly rewarded : For God proved them, and: found 
them worthy for himfelf.. As Gold in the Furnace hath he 
tried them, and received them as @ Burnt-offering. And 
again, || The Righteous live for evermore, their Reward alfa 
ws with the Lord, and the Care of them is with the moft high. 
Therefore fhall they receive a gloriows Kingdom, and a beau- 


+ 


et he : wet ——— a : 
* Pfal, 116. 15. + Ve 3.1, We, || Wild. 5.15,16. 
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tiful Crown from the Lord's Hand, for with his right Hand © 
jhall he cover'them, and with his Arm {hall he protett them. 
Theoph. Death is:aidark Paflage, but which brings to 
the Land of Light and Glory; a Night that ends in 
eternal Day; a Deliverance from all Evil, and the onl 
Entrance into’ everlafting HappinefS. ‘1 truft it will be 
fo to good Anchithanes, and 1 befeech Almighty God it 
may; and toall of us, when our Time fhall come: 
Eufeb. God grant it to him, and all of us. 
Tumoth. Amen, ‘Amen. arts st 
. Theoph., Let us therefore prepare our felves for it, 
being \fledfaft aad unmoveable ; always abounding in the 
Work of the Lord, ferafmuch as we know that our Labour (hall 
got be i vain in'the Lords | . ; 
| Philog. This it highly concerns: us: all to be ; andi. 
hope we fhall none of us negle& it, fince we know of 
what dreadful Confequence fuch Negleét will certain- 
Jy prove. I i Rurdte fertin by Z ae 
Timoth. . He begins to ftir, fee if he be not awake.’ 
.. ‘Theoph., How ‘do; you find your felf now, Aachitha- 
nes? He makes no Anfwer; and by ‘his Looks, Ique- 
-ftion whether he will ever awake more in this World. 
-For he feems to me to be in» the Agony:of. Death. ~Pray 
-Phifogeitoa, will you be foikind as to ftep for Theodorus, 
-and beg. of him to come with allthe Speed he can, to ~ 
finifh his kind Offices for this good Man, by praying for 
him.now\at his Departure. wi ION ig 
Philog. -1 go Sir, and will make all the Hafte I can. » 
. Timeth. Hold, Neighbour 3 yousriced not give your 
fel{ that Trouble; for Theodorus is coming up the Stairs, 
,.Theod, Pray how does Aachithanes ? \ fappofe draw- 
ing to.his latter Bad. | 1 | Q) 
_, Exufeb... He is fo vety near it, that we were juft fend-— 
ing to-entreat your -Afliftance, that: you would pleafe 
to pray for him ongemore. And it is the laft Trou- 
_ ble he is like to.giye you, till you come to place himin 
Belong, Homey yaa 
_ Thted, Vf you pleafe then, we will begin. 


: F heophy ; 


| The Sick-Man’s Departure. 227 
| Theoph. He feems to bejjuft'at the Point of “Death ; 
fo that you will'hardly have: Time for. more ‘than the 
Recommendatory Colleétics goo) fj yee ea 
Theod. If you think fo, Twill ufe-that. © © 


+ 


The Recommendatory Colleét. sod arog 

Almighty God, with whom do live the Spirit’ of juft 
@) Men made perfect, after they are deliver'd from Geir 
earthly Prifons; We humbly commend the Soul of ‘this thy 
Servant, our dear Brother, into thy Hands, as ‘into rhe Hands 
of a fasthful Creator, and msoft merciful Saviour’? “most hum 
- bly befeeching thee, that it may be “precious in' thy Sipe. Wah 
| Hy we pray thee, in the Blood’ of that 'imimaculare Lamb, 
that was lain to take away the Sins of the Woald ; ‘thar thar 
focver Defilements it may have comratted in the midft of this 
miferable and naughty World; ‘thro?-the Lufts of the Fle(h, or 
- the Wiles of Satan, beinz purg’d and done away,’ it'imiay be ‘pre= 
_ fented pure, and without Spot‘ before thee.’ And teach us, tha 
Jurvive inthis, and other like daily Spectacles of ‘Mortality, 
to fee bow! frail'and' uncertain our on Condition tk and foto 
number our’ Days, that we: may ferioufly apply oir Flearts tg 
— thatvhely and heavenly Wifdom, whilf we live here, wwbish 
may in the End bring ws to Life: Everlasting, ‘through . the 
Merits of Sefus Christ thine only Soi our Lord. “Amen. 


= 


~Bufeb.: ‘Almighty God feems'to have hea 
ers, and. taken hin to himfelf.’: vet asa ge aie 
0 Theod. Ts he quite dead? 2 1 tar caalh Ce 
Timoth. Yes, Sir, heis, 9°90) 68% gan Pearse 
» Theod. He is deliver’d out-of a miferable, tronble-. 
fome Worlds and I doubt ‘not; is in Happinefs. And 
_lpray God prepare: us all to follow him, that,when our: 
Time fhall come, we’ may die as quittly and Chriftianly 
as he has done, and be for ever happy; as ttroftheis: 
Theoph.. May we lay this Inftance of our. Mortality to- 
Heart, and ftudy to make’a good Improvement of it. 
Eufeb. That fo we may die the Death of the Righteous, 
_ atd.our /ast End may be like his, 
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tender a Husband fhe has parted with. 

Theoph. Be pleas’d to affure her, we are all Partakers 
in her Affli€tion ; and do befeech Almighty God to fups 
port her under it, and to fanétify it to her. 


Eufeb. We can do no Service, | believe, by ftaying. | ; 


Timoth. And I fhall be wanted at home. © 
~ Lheoph. Therefore we had beft be going. . 
Philog. If you pleafe. 


nothing, but with the greateft Wifdom and Equity, 
and whofe Will is therefore always beft. 

Philog. This fhews how little Dependence there is 
upon this. Life, even when in our perfecteft Health and 
greateft Strength, 

Timoth. We fee by this Inftance, how eafily the moft 
* athletick Conftitution is overcome by Sicknefs; and 


that were we not liable to Multitudes of outward un-— 


forefeen. Accidents, befides many. inward latent Di- 


Theoph. Who would have thought but Three Weeks 7 
fince, that our good Friend fhould have been taken from _ 
us by this-Time. But fo it has pleas'd God, whodoes — 


. 


Theod. ¥ will follow the poor afflicted Gentlewoman, _ 
and try to comfort her under this her fad Lofs, which I 
fear lies heavy upon her, confidering how loying and _ 


ree “age 


a ne 


{tempers, each of which may eafily difpatch us; were — 
we not liable to. thefe quicker Means of fending us out © 


of the World, yet could we have noSecurity of our Lives, 


when'we fee one ready to be laid in the Earth, who not — 


many, Days fince, was, toall Appearance, as {trong and 
healthy, and as like to live to.a good old Age, as any 


one of us. God grant we may all make a good Ufe of — 


it. But my Way lies here. 


Philog- And -mine too. So that we muft both beg 


your Excufe that we do not wait upon you farther. 
Theopb. 1 heartily wifh you a good Night Neigh- 
bours, and thank you for your good Company hither. 


Z 
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Eufeb. A good Night to you both, after this mourn- 
ful Providence. God fend us a happy Meeting,: where 
Death fhall be no more. | 

Theoph. Death indeed were a very melancholick 
Scene, did it put an End to our Being. But it is the 
great Benefit of Chriftianity, and the good Man finds | 
it a fingular Defence againft the Fear of Death, that * 
Life and Immortality is brought to light by the Gofpel. 

Exfeb. It is now more evident and indifputable than 
it was before. But the World hada Notion of it be- 
fore; the Fews were taught it, and the Gentiles had an 
Expectation of a future State. 

Theoph. The Fews, it is true, were taught to expect 
another Life after this, as is plain from the laft Words 
of Ecclefiaftes. -- Let us hear the Conclufton of the whole 
Matter. Fear God, and keep his Commandments, 997 '3 
Cre} for thisu the whole of Adan, or every Man ; or 
aS the Chaldee Paraphraft renders it, This ought to be every 
Mans Way; to the fame Purpofe with our Englifh Trane 
flation, This is the whole Duty of Man. For God fhall bring 
every Work to Fudgment, with. every fecret Thing, whether 
it be good, or whether it be evil. As \ikewife from feve- 
yal Paflages in the Book of || Wifdom, and -} the Son of 
Syrach, and from the Relation of the Mother and her 
Seven Children, in the Story of the (2) Maccabees, who 
were tortur’d, not accepting Deliverance, that they might ob= 
tain the better Refurreétion. And the. Gentiles too had 
fome Notions of another Life, and of its Rewards and 
Punifhments, as appears not only from the Fictions of 
the Poets, accommodated to the more. ufual Opinion 
in this Refpe& ; but from divers Sayings of their grae 
ver and more ferjous Philofophers (b) Socrates, (c) Cato, 


} 
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*2Tim.r.16e. + Ecclef. 12.13, 14, || Wifd. 3. 1, ie. 
& 5.15, 16. + Ecclef. 18. 10. & 21. 2, 10. & 41. 10. 
(4)2 Macc. 7.1, 36. 

(4) Plat. Socrat. Apol, c. 21, 22, & Phad.c. 7, & 14, &c. Cic. de 
Amicitia. . yh chee ae he 


(¢) Cig, de Sencet, 


(4) Tuly 
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(4) Tully, (¢) and others. Yet all the Intimation, not 
sonly thefe, but the Yews alfo, had of a future State, 
were obfcure and unfatisfactory, in Comparifon of the’ 
faroclearer Revelations of the'Gofpel in this Refped. 
So that however any, before our Saviour’s Incarnation, | 
might be tempted to fufped, left their Souls fhould 
tive no longer, when once the Body is dead; thofe 
_ Chriftians muft be wilfully blind, that fhall faffer them- 
delves now in the leaft to doubt ofit. 
~oBufebs This'is undeniably’ manifeft from our’ Savi- 
ours Life, and Sufferings, and ‘Death, which ‘had all 
been ufelefs and to no Purpofe; if there were to be no 
Other Life after this.”’ Y th ee . AS 
einTheoph. True. He came to.redeem us from eternal 
‘Torments, and to purchafe for us eternal Life. And 
therefore, fays St. Yohu, (f) This is the Records that he 
bath given to useternal Life 5 and this Life is in his Son. He 
_ that hath the San, hath Life 3 and she that hath not the Son of 
God, hath not Lifes: gt 9 ) Man 
»» Eufeb.  Thisi is moreover indifputably evident from 


thofe.W ords.of: our Saviour, which are the Conclifionh 


- of the Account he gives ‘us’ of the” laft Judgment ; 
Cg) Thefe fhall go away into everlafting Punifhment 5 but ‘the 
Righteous into Life eternal. + OS i AOBNYS 
o€ufeb. There are alfo divers other moft exprefS De- 
clarations to this Purpofe in the New Teftameat. 
heTheoph. Yesa great-many. Our bleffed Saviour prOr 
Inifes, ‘that they ¢4) who have forfaken Houfes; or Brethre . = 
or Sifters, or Father, or Mother, or Wi €, or Chee a 
Lands, for. Lis Name's fake, shall recetpe ait-hy ndred-fold, i 
aod fhal inberivieverlapting Life.’ As he had but a little he. 
fore, in the: fame Chapter, ‘given this Advice to the 
young Man, who came to him for Dirc&ion- in order-te 
nn ty, 
eof) Tbid. J i} Sy 4.22 sislancey® 2a mies. 
ce wag 3 t in Vir. cmon an Cicede Amic. Clem. Blexésee5 
Seip. b 2 rs 13. Dork vcaalanuce Pie Ak soto Sere 
fo a ad (4),St, Mate 25, a6 


or Salva. 
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y 


Salvation 5 (4).Jf thow: wile enter into Life, keep'the Come: 


- mandments. And that this Life was fach as was to’ ens 


dure for evermore, appears fromthe Queftion' put, in 
the Verfe immediately foregoing, (k) Good ALafher, ‘whast 
good Thing foall I do, that I/may have. eternal Life ?> FoR 
though our Saviour mentions only Life in genéral; yet 
his Anfwer being given in relation to the preceding 
Queition, the Life here fpoken of muft be the fame in 
both Verfes.; and by confequence’ the latter as well ag 
the former, muft mean Eteraal Life. Confonantly where- 
to, St. Paul {peaking of our Saviour’s'coming to judge 
the World, exprefles himfelf in this Manner, (1) The 


Lord himfelf fhall defcend from Heaven with a Shout, with 


the Voice of the Archangel, and with the Trump of God ; | 


and the Dead in Chrift {hall rife firft, Then we which are 
alive, and remain, {hall be caught up together with them in 
the Clouds, to meet the Lord in the Air; and fo {hall be not 
for a little Time, ora fet Number of Years, but EVER 
with the Lord. And St. Peter exhorting the Elders, whe- 
ther Bifhops, or Presbyters, carefully to feed the Flock 
of Christ, enforces his Exhortation with this encoura- 
ging Profpect, namely, that (m) When the chief Shepherd 


| _ Shall appear, ye {hall receive a Crown of Glory, that fadeth 


not away; and which muft therefore laft for ever and 
‘ever. And many other Places there are to the fame Ef 
fect in the New Teftament, which I forbear to recite. — 
Eufeb: You need not; for thefe are fo clear and fill 
to the Purpofe, that nothing can be more. tte 
- Theoph. But this is not al] our Happinefs ; but our Bo- 
dies fhal] alfo be raifed again at the End of the World, 
and reunited to their former Souls, that fo the whole 
Man may glorify God, and be for ever happy with him. 
» Eufeb. St. Paul delivers it, not only as a certain, but 
asa known and undoubted Truth; (a) We know, fays he, 
that if our earthly Houfe of this Tabernacle were diffolv’d, 


en | 
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we have 4 Building of God, an Houfe not made with Hands, 
eternal in the Heavens. | | 
Theoph, And at another Time he declares it to be 
the Hope and Expectation, and the great Encourage- 
ment of Chriftians, to have their Bodies not only raifed, 
but refined and purified, that they may be fit Recepta- 
cles for glorified Souls. (a) We look for the Saviour the 
Lord Fefus Chrift : Who fhall change our vile Body, that it 
may be fafbiowd like to his glorious Body, by the mighty Power, 
whereby he is able even to fubdue all Things to himfelf. 
Eufeb. . How comfortable is this ! 
_ Theoph. A mighty Comfort certainly ! To think,that 
though we die and have our Bodies laid in the Grave, 
they fhall not always remain there; but we fhall be (b) 
like God in our Souls, and have our (c) Bodies fafhion’d 
like our bleffed Saviour’s glorified Body; and fo fhall be 
infinitely more happy, than we can at prefent exprefs, 
Or conceive. 
Eufeb. God grantit to you, and me. | 
Theoph. Sol pray too. But yet never doubt it, if we 
be but qualified for fo great and ineftimable a Bleffed- 
~nefs.. And let this therefore be our continual Care, to 
work out our Salvation with Fear and. Trembling, to lay up to 
our. felves Treafures in Heaven, and to’ pafs the Time of our 
Sojourning here, i all holy Converfation and Godlinefs, that 
fo we may not only eafily and readily leave this Life, 
whenever we fhall be called out of it, but dying in the 
Faith and Fear of God, may have an Entrance miniftred 
unto us abundantly, into the Kingdom of our Lord and Savi- 
our Fefus Chrift. . 
Eufeb.. Amen. . | 
Theoph. (da) And the very God of Peace fanttify us 
wholly: And I pray God our whole Spirit, and Soul and Body, 
be preferu'd Blamelefs, unto the coming of our Lord ela 
Chrift. , AdYe.9 Vet 
Eufeb. Amen. — 
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(4) Phil. 3. 20, a1, (6) 4 St, Joh. 3. 2. : (c) 4 Cor. 2. 9. 
{d)1 Thef. 5. 23, 
Theoph. 
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Theoph. We have now done all the Service we can to 
our good Neighbour now with God ; unlefs it be to at- 
tend his Body tothe Grave. And I prefume you will 
not fail of doing that laft Office for him. 

Eufeb. God willing I fhall be there.: 

Theoph. Though weare forbid to (e) forrow as Men 
without Hope, for them that fleep in Chrift ; yet is a decent 
Regard to the Remains of our deceafed Friends, what 
has been always thought requifite. (f) Adan, faith Solo- 
mon, goeth to his long Home, and the Mourners go about the 
Streets. And I would not be wanting to pay this laft 
Refpect to our good Neighbour ; and to join with the 
Congregation, in giving Thanks, for that it hath pleafed 
God to deliver this our Brother out of the Miferies of this finfub 
World, and befeeching that of his gracious Goodnefs it may 
pleafe him fhortly to accomplifh the Number of his Elett, and 
to haften his Kingdom 5 that we, with all thofe who are depart- 
ed in the true Faith of his holy Name, may have our perfett 
Con[ummation and Blifs, both in Body and Soul, in his eternal 
and éverlafting Glory, through Fefus Chrift our Lord. 4 

Theoph. And may the Almighty vouchfafe to hear you, 
and all of us; and to grant that we may meet with good 
Anchithanes in the Kingdom of Heaven, and be for ever 
happy with him thro’ the fame our Lord Jefas Chrift. 

Eufeb. Amen. 

Theoph. Wheartily thank you, Eufebins, for your good 
Company; and wifh you a good Night. | 

Eufeb. (humbly thank you, Theophilus, for the bene- 
fit I have had by your Converfation ; and with you alfo 
a good Night. 
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SOME FEW 


MEDITATIONS 


USEFUL 


Ar att TIMES, 


_ But more efpecially in the Time of 


SICKNESS: 


Whereby to excite to the more 


Diligent Preparation for Death. 


Commune with your own Heart in your Chamber, and be ftill 
Pfal. 4. 4. 

Meditatio fiquidem parit Scientiam ; Scientia Compun- 
ctionem ; Compunctio Devotionem : Devotio perficit 
Orationem. B. Auguft de Spiritu & Anima. ¢. 50. 
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MEDITATIONS, @e.. 


x 


ah FLERE ws nothing in the Word of God, none of the Re- 
velations he has thought fit to make to Mankind, thar 
does not well deferve each ones frequent Confideration. And 
therefore it were eafy to furnijh out a large Catalogue of Pare 
ticulars, as fome have done, not only for every Month, or 
Week, but for every Day in the Year. But not being willing 
to burden the fick Man with too great a Number of Subjetts 
Sor his ferious Thoughts, at a Seafon when his Faculties per 
aps are much impaird, or at leaft fo taken up with his Sick- 
Mefs, that be can.think on little elfe for any Time together, I 
have therefore chofen to mention only a few, leaving him either 
to enlarge upon them in his Meditations, or to vides thent, if 


he find bimfelf able, and fhall fee Occafion for it. 


vib 


On the Vanity, ‘Infufficiency, and Tranfitorine/s of 
pea “all Earthly Enjoyments. Ge hie 


‘'T *Eafily_ fee, that thefe Temporal Enjoyments ‘are 
great Bleflings, when all Things elfe concur to pro- 
mote our Welfare, and we ‘are mindful to make fuch 
-ufe of them, as that they may not obftrua&, but help 
‘forward our eternal Salvation ; when God gives them in 
Mercy, and the Pofleflor es them with Caution, Gra- 


titude, 


ee ee a ee 


fhould ‘never fuffer himfelf to. fet his Affeétions, upon, 
what perhaps He has no Need of, or it may be will ferve 
but ‘to’encreafe his Cares” ary pity 
For alas! “All the’ Privileges and Poffeffions of this 
World, are even in their moft gaudy Appearances, and 
with their greateit Advantages, but as -+ Hipparchus the 
Pythagorean pronounces Concerning them dcam x abiBate, 
fading and unftable, tranfitory and very uncertain. For - 
ippolitig, ay Man ‘hos to .mifcarry vin his Purfiie, after; 
them; as Thoufands.continually.do,,but to fucceed in his 
Attempts, and obtain his Fill of all that he can defire 
yet after, all it isdaily feen,that thofe who,are moftfor 
tugate in, this Refpect, do not always. enjoy themfelves 
moft. Let, them haye ever folargea Portion ot Wealth, 
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Horiour, or Power, they dort fleep the better for it’ 
ut perhaps the worfe ; nor are their Bodies the lefs ob- 
noxious to Difeafes, but it may be the mores fot theit — 
Minds freer from Troubles atid Vexations... . '''> 
Or did ever fo great Satisfattion arife from, thele. 
Temporal'pood Things, yet miuft this’ rieceflarily. be of 
fhort Ditration sat rioft but for this. uncertain, Life; 
poflibly but for avery little Part of it. *'He that to 
Day ftruts in his gorgeous Attire, looks big, lives high, 
and ‘glories moft in his peculiar Happinefs. above, his 
Neighbours, knows not yet to what an Bbb the Mor- 
tow may reduce him, and how much more iniferable he 
may come fo be, than thofe whom he madft; defpifes; 
How many havel my {elf known, and how. many,more, 
have I heard or read of, whovhave been fuddenly cut off 
in the midft:of their Mirth and Jollity, and when de- 
figning to enlarge their Treafuries, and to folace them- 
felves with the beloved Fruits of their Labouts, have 
been, unexpettedly {tripped of their deareft Enjoyments, 
being prefently’ impoverifh’d ‘by Fire, by,,Water, by 
Tempetts, by Loffes abroad, or by Treaehiery, at home, 
by their own Impradence; ot ill Management of their 


Affairs, or by! afecret Curfé of God going along with 
what either their Anceftors, or othemfelves had unjuftly 
gotten ? Andhave I not feen,.ot heard ofothers, whom 
an Indifpofition of Body, or uneafinefs of Mind; a dif 
ordet’d Underftanding, ota guilty Confcience;, the En- 
mity of others, or their :own ungovernable Avarice of 
Ambition ; ‘a luftful Manner of Life, ora certain Pee- 
vifhnefs of Temper , of fome other thie like: uahappy 
Caufe has made miferable inithe mid{t of the greateft 
Plenty? Riches and Satisfi@iondo hot always dwell to- 
gether». But Had I ever fo copious an Affluence of the - 
One, it were no Impoflibility for me to want the other 5 
and fo to be {till unhappy toa gteat Degrees 
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Or again, if I could’ fuppofe my felf, which is not: 
reafonably to be fuppos’d; could 1 fappofe my felf, 1 
fay; to have all the Satisfaction J could defire from thefe 
worldly Advantages, yet am I to remember that it is on= 
ty in this World that 1 can: hope. for the Enjoyment of 
them. When Lucian fancies that * Afenipps mult firft 
lay afide his Staff and: Pouch, Charmolem his Beauty; 
Lampichus his Robes and. Diadem, Damafivs his Crowns, 
Crato his Dignities, the Philofopher his Beard, and the 
Rhetorician ‘his Eloquence, before Charon would adinit 
them “into his Boat, he does but ingenioufly defcribe 
the wretched. State, of thofe 'who have nothing better 
than thefé fading Enjoyments to truft toat their Death 5 
jinafinuch’as whatever \theit Pofleflions be here, they 
inuft’ be fare to leave ther all behind them. . They cam 
|[ carry nothing away mith them when they die; neither {hall 
their Pomp follow them. The greateft Prince, the moft ho- 
nourable Potentate, fhall have no Advantage in the other 
World above ‘the meaneft’ Peafant, but every one fhall - 
theré Be rewarded atcording to his Doings in this Life; 
not according to whatihe had poffefs’d init. He will” 
then find himfelf ftrippedo of all he had moft ,valued 


himfelf tipon here... And it the: mean-Time it is eafy — 
to obferve; how all histearthly Enjoyments are both: uns 
certain and wnfatisfactory, and fo cannever make him 
truly happy; and by confequence he muft, have made a ‘ 
very dear Bargain for -himfelf, though, he had -+. gained 
the whole World, if-at laft herlofe bs immortal Soul by its om 
*And if the whole World, with all/its Advantages, 
were too mean a Price for a Soul, show. cam be fo ftupid- 
ly in love withit, | a5 toforfeit my, Soul,.and ruin’ my felf 
to all Eteriity; for fo inconfiderable an Intereft in it, ast 
can ever hope will fali'to my Share? What an unaccouns 
table Folly and Madnefsis this? And how can J poffibly — 
find in my Heart toenflaveomy felf, to what .muft»by — 
this Means prove my inevitable Deftruction ? feeing as — 
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St. Chryfoftom july argues, this World is"but'as a 
‘Dream, and. the: ereateft” A fiience of the good things 
of it, butas a pleafant Dream, who would f@ little re- 
gard his own Welfare, as irtecoverably to ruin himfelf 
for it? If for a pleafant Dream of one Night only, a 
Man were upon his awaking to be immediately feized, 
and be violently tortured for an hundred Years ‘toge- 
ther, without Intermiffion, or ‘Ceffation, who would 
ever defire fich a Dream ? Tadd, what Man in his fen- 
fes would not heartily dread the leaft Thought of ir, 
‘and moft earneftly long and’ pray. 'to be preferved ‘from 
it? Yet incomparably greater, as he proceeds, is the 
Differenee, betwixt the Reality of a future Eternal 
“State, and the fhort vain Dream of this Life, betwixt 
the endlefs Years of the other ‘World, and the few tran- 
fitory Days of. this. Lefs, far lefs is this Life‘in relati- 
on to that which is Eternal, than one Hour’s Dream in 
refpec&t of an Hundred Years awake; lefs than afingle ' 
Drop of Water in refpect to the whole Sea. Forbear 
then, O my Soul, to take up with thefe unfatisfactory 
and perifhing Enjoyments, and let thy conftant Hndea- 
vours be after thofe which are both, better, and more 
_lafting, fuch as may make thee Happier at prefent, 
with the Hopes and Expeétation of them, than thou 
canft be by the Fruition of whatever thou canft attain 
to here, and will be fure to make thee infinitely mote fo 
for ever in the other Life.. Do but inform thy felf 
aright of the vaft prejudice thou doft thy felf by thy 
fondnefs for thefe fublunary Advantages, and thou wilt 
not dare to remain any longer enflaved to them. I will 
therefore beftir my felf before it be too late. I will 
prefer and diligently purfue my trueft and. moft laft- 
ing Intereft, that fo | may be happy both here and here- 
after. I will confider my latter End; 1 will weigh 
with my felf the Vanity of all temporal good Things, 
will look upon my felf as only 4 Stranger and Pilgrim up- 
on Earth, and ufe, whatever I enjoy here, only_as the 
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Accommodations I meet with in my Inns whilft my 
Heart is fet upon my Journey’s End, my heavenly Fa- | 
ther’s Houfe, whither I am travelling, and thofe more © 
tranfcendently, valuable Rewards, which, are. prepar’d — 
there for his true and faithful Difciples. | will reckon my — 
felf- only. as a Sojourner here below, and phone 1 will 
2 


“not with theancient * Encratites and. Apotagtichs, fenf 
lefly deprive my felf of the Ufe of what temporal Blef> 
fings.God is,pleas’d to beftow upon me; I will not fuffer 
my felfto, be brought, into,Subjection to them, nor fo — 
place my, Affections upon.any of them, as not readily to 
part with them whenfoever they fhall be called for. And 
will endeavour to +.make ta, my felf {uch Friends of this 
Mammon of Unrighteoufuels, as that when I fail and am to 
continue nolonger here, they may receive me inte everlaf- 
ing Habitation. Lao) 
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Ox the,Relation we fiand in to Almighty God, 
the Duty we owé him, and the Knowledge he 
hath of all our eActions. t | 


M SJ received my Being from God, and ‘have my 
' wholeDependence'upon him, I'muft needs be fens — 
fible, that-all the Duty I can poflibly pay him,is no more; — 
no more, did | fay ? It is incomparably lefs, than what my 
Relation to him, and the Bleflings 1 have receiv’d from 
him require of me. J can never be too careful to pleafe — 
him, though 1 be ever “fo intent upon his Service, and — 
though I watch Day and Night with all the Diligence — 
poffible, that I be not any Way drawn to offend him, — 
‘He is our Lord and Creator, we are his Creatures and 
Subjefts. “He has abfolute Sovereignty and Dominion 
over us; and as we are accountable to him only for what — 
we do, fo are we accountable to him for ALL we do, ~ 


ae 
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and muft expect that he will moft certainly reward, or 
_ punifh us everlaftingly, according as we either approve 

our felves to, or difobey him. He (a) is our Lameiver, oily 
~ Fudge, and our King, who alone has the Right to demand 

of me, and all Mankind, whatfoever fhall feem well- 
pleafing to him; and we muft leave our felves without 
any Excufe, if we do not indefatigably Jabour to anfwer 
our Obligation: Think therefore, O my Soul; what 
_ exceflive Guilt’ muft I neceflarily ‘contra@, and ‘to what 
intolerable Vengeance do I jaftly expofe my elf, by 

every Ad of wilful Difobedience? ‘Tf it’ be a heinous 
_ Crime to offend an earthly Prince, of the fame mortal 

Conftitution with my felf;:'a Fellow-Creature; “who 
though advanced far above mé' in the World, can no 
More fubfift of himfelf, than ‘Ican; who depénds whol- 
ly for both his'Being,’ and Wellbeing, upon God’s good. 
Providence, as much as 1, and ‘who fhall as ‘certainly 
give up the Ghoft and die, and be afterwards ‘brought 
to Judgment as I ‘fhall ; if it be fuch ‘a heinous Crime to. 
‘offend fuch “a Prince, how much more heinous muft it 
be to offend the great and only Potentate, the King” of 
Kings, and Lord’ of Lords?’ And how can | anfwer it 
‘to my own Conftience? Or what can I think will be- 
come of me, if Tallow my felf to do it ? He will: not. 
fail to (b) render to every Man according to his’ Deeds: To 
‘them who by patient Continuance ix well-doing, feek for Glory, 
‘and Honour, and Immortality, eternal Life: But to them 
‘who are contentious, and obey not the Truth, but obey Vnrigh= 
‘teoufnefs, Indignation and Wrath, Tribulation and: Angui(h, 
‘upon every Soul of Man that doth Evil: And’ by confe- 
quence it is not only fhameful and highly misbecoming, 
‘to behave my felf undutifully towards him; but it is 
unconceivably dangerous, and the readieft Way I can 
take to render my felf for ever miferable. It was not 
‘to gratify our unreafonable Lufts and Paffions, and lead 
‘as fenfual Lives as the brute Beafts, which have no Un- 
derftanding, not to feek after prefent perifhing Enjoy- 
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ments, nor to fpend, our, Days in: carnahPleafures. and _ 


Delights, that we came into this World; but to:.(c) 
work out our Salvation with Fear and Trembling, to make 
Provision for a future State, and prepare,our. felves. by a 
truly Chriftian Converfation, for the “perpetual! Fruiti- 
on.of God in the higheft Heavens. And nothing can. be 


more Contradictory to this great, End of my Being, than — 
to indulge my.felfin any fort of Wickednef$ and there. : 
by (d) treafure up to. my felf Wrath againft the. Day of Wrath, — 


aud the Revelation of the Righteous Judgment uf God. 


WNor'is there any Hope of Efcape.if Ido fo. Fot. as 


God.is juft, and will not fail .to ayenge. himfelf upon - 


Sinners; fo is his Eye continually upon.each one, to. ob- 
ferve. his Doings, whether. his (e) Converfation be, as,.be- 
comes the Gofpel of Chrift, or whether he takes Liberty 
to tranfgrefs, his Duty, and expofe himfelf to all the 
Tortures threaten’d to thofe that do fo... He is every 
where prefent; neither is there any Action, any Word, 
any Thought or De(ire, ( Sf) that is not: mannifeft in: his 
Sight 5, His Eyes are in every. Place beholding the Evil andthe 
Good. Wherever 1 am, or howfoever employ’d, | am 
fure to be under. his Infpection ; who ; fees me, and. all 
my Doings, though I fee not him. ...1 can conceal nothing 
fram him.; not the moft fecret Inclinations of my. Heart, 


And what great Need have | therefore, to be very cau- 


tious, what Ido, that it may be what he will approve of ? 
Dare | take upon me to provoke him to his. Face? If J 
dare, the Confequence of fuch Prefumption muft be very 
terrible, and muft leave me without all Excufe, when J 
come, atthe Jaft.Day to. appear before his. Tribunal, 
And if | dare not, why do I ever give Way to any 
Temptation, fecing | know beforehand, that fach Com-. 


pliance, how private foever, can no more be hid from 


his Qmnifcjence, than ifit had been publickly proclaimed 


on the Honfe. Top, He knows how. to(g) bring to Light - 
the hidden Things of Parknefs, and make manifeft the Coun= 


SES eR Ee ae ~ 
(¢) Phil, 2.12. _ (ad) Rom. 2.5. (e) Phil. 1. 27. 


7) Prov, 155 3, {g) 1 Cor 4. 5. 


fels 


oF. 


Meditations. - 245 
fels of the Heart, and: there is no impofing upon him in 
any refpect. And if this Confideration cannot make 
me diligently watchful aver my felf; and holy and up- 
right in all my Ways, it is impoflible that any other 
fhould. ever do it. . 


Ill. 
On the infinite Mercy and Goodne/s of God te 


Sinners. 


Efides the Authority of God over all, and the 

Knowledge he has ofall our Ways; hisunfpeakable 
Mercy, and. moft gracious Condefcention, is another 
powerful Diffwafive from Vice, and well worthy‘of my 
ferious Confideration as fuch. His abundant Goodnefs 
to Sinners, throughout the whole Courfe of their Lives, 
the. Bleflings he heaps upon us: in this World, and the 
far greater he has promis’d in the other ; and above all, 
the ineftimable Price that was paid for our Redemption, 
are an indifpenfable Obligation to make his Glory the 
Aim, and Defign of all my A@ions. “And indeed, who 
would not be immediately ravifh’d into an Extafy of 
ee at the Meditation of thofe tranfporting Bowels of — 
Pity and Commiferation, which could prevail with Al- 
mighty God, not only to create us Subje€ts capable. of 
enjoying his Favour, but when we had juftly depriv’d 
our felves of all Pretence to it, by our Difobedience and 
Rebellion, even yet. to feek our Salvation, and reftore 
us to his Love, though it were by the Death of his only 
begotten and dearly beloved Son ?, Who would not here- 
upon be feized with the moft profound Admiration, of 
the Height, and Breadth, and Length, and Depth, the 
unfathomable Dimenfions of this Love of God in Chrift 
Jefus our Lord ? And how unaccountably do 1 behave 
my felf, if J will not yet. be perfwaded, to live as:one 
intirely devoted to his Service, after all the Experience 
J have had, of his abundant, though every way..unde- 
ferved Loving kindnefs, | ‘hind 
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What more endearing Courfe is it poffible that God | 
could have taken to bring Sinners to himfelf, and their 
own Happinefs, than in fpight of all their Undutifulnefs, 
and Ingratitude towards him, neverthelefS to purchafe’ 
them at fo wonderful a Price ? How could he more éen- 
phatically exprefs his Tendernefs of Affection to us, and - 
earneft Defire of our Welfare, than by thus giving the 
ever bleffed Jefus to fuffer in our ftead ? Could our Re- 
demption have been brought about upon any other eafi- 
er Terms, it had been infinite Condefcenfion in God to 
have been reconcileable tous, upon our moft importu- 
nate Entreaties, ‘and deepeft Humiliation. But that 
the Reconciliation fhould begin on his Part; that when 
he * faw us palluted in our Blood, he fhould’ yet [ay unto ns, 
Live, that whilft» we were Enemies’ and Rebels; he 
fhould not only offer us a Pardon, but fhould contrive a 
‘Means of Recovery for us, that it could never have en- 
ter’d into the Heart of' Men or Angels to imagine 5 that 
Gad fhould thus become Man, the Creator of all Things 
fhould be made of a Woman, the King of the whole World 
fhouldvouchfafe to fuffer upon the Crofs, for the fake . 
of his. obftinate ‘difobedient Subjeéts 3 This is fach ex- 
ceffive aftonifhing Compaffion, as were enough to melt a 
Heart of Flint; and muft render Chriftians the moft'de- 
fpicable’Creatures in the World, if they can yet allow 
themfelves to perfift in their Difobedience. Thofe tem 
poral Benefits we all daily and hourly partake of, call 
-amoft humble Acknowledgment, and the beft Servi-- 
ces in’ our Power, as ajuft Return for them. Yet all — 
thefe heap’d one upon another, are as nothing, if com- 
spar'd with the infinite Love manifefted in our Saviour’s 
Sufferings, and the many fpiritual Bleflings we enjoy 
through him. And can | now find in my Heart to flight 
fach amazing Condefcenfion? Can I forbear contriving 
by dlk Ways imaginable to proclaim my unfeigned Gra- 
‘titode for it? Oh what Love! “What Pity is this‘ 
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‘What an exceffive Load of Miferies.do I.deferye,. if 1 can 
-yet neglect and undervalue it? And how unconceivably 
happy fhall I be to all Eternity, if I but take Care to 
make a right ufe of it? I will therefore embrace it with 
a Heart fullof Joy. Iwill inceffantly blefs and praife 
the moft merciful Author ; and will make it my. daily 
Study never to forget it, nor to behave my {elf unagree- 
ably to the Remembrance of fo ineftimable a Ranfom 
paid for me. me 


|S 


| ‘IV. a 
Ox the Covenant we enterdinto at Baptifm. ; 


VF God’s abfolute Authority over me, and his unfpeak- 
able Goodnefs to me, be ftrong Inducements to a 
confcientious Obfervance, of what is well. pleafing in his 
Sight; fo likewife is the Confideration of the Covenant 
Seen I entered, when | was made a Member of 
Chrift by Baptifin... For as this holy Ordinance was ap- 
pointed, for my Admiffion into. the Chriftian Church, 
and for capacitating me to partake of the ineftimable 
Benefits of my Saviour’s Death and Paflion ; fo did I then 
promife and vow on the other Hand to fight manfully 
under my. Saviour’s Banner, againft the Temptations of 
the World, the Flefh, and the Devil, and to remain Chrift’s — 
faithful Soldier, and Servant, unto my Life’s End. . The 
Thought whereof fhould fublimate my Mind and Man- 
ners, and fill my Soul with a holy Indignation, againft 
all unworthy Actions, and make me vigorous and un- 
wearied in well-doing, as | would not break my Contract, 
and incur the Guilt of Difhonefty and Apoftacy, and.ex- 
pofe my felf to all the heavy Judgments, threatened in 
the Gofpel to the Refra&tary and Difobedient. Baptifm, 
as I faid, is an initiating Ordinance, and gives a Right 
to mighty Privileges and Benefits; but all this is only 
on Condition, and if that Condition be not faithfully 
perform’d, it will but. add to the Severity of my Con- 
demnation. There isa plain Stipulation in it, as ae 
: lage ta ng) LM lags peeves eee ay 
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from * the Inftitution, and from all the Forms of it; aid 


peti oe from our own, wherein the Perfon to be 
aptized exprefly promifes to renounce the Devil and all 
bis Works, and. conftantly believe God’s holy Word, and obe- 
diently to keep his Commandments. And what egregious 
Wickednefs and Treachery muft it be, to -- ftart back 
“when we have thus put our Hand to the Plough? And how 
moft it unfit us for the Kingdom of Heaven ? We have ta- 
ken Chrift’s Livery upon us, and have bound our felves 
by a folemn military Oath, to be true and faithful to 
hin. This is the Cafe of all that have given up their 
Names to, him in this holy Sacrament; and of my felf 
im particular. ‘ And it is out of my Power therefore to 
retreat and take part with the Enemy, without becom- 
ing a perjur’d faithlefS§ Wretch, like a Soldier forfaking 
his Colours, throwing away his Weapons, and running 
from his Captain.’ This will make all my Sins far more 
provoking than they would otherwife have been, addin 

to their own intrintick Guilt, that of Perfidioufhefs an 

‘Breach of Vow, and fo, unlefs prevented by a timely 
and fincere Repentance, will confign me over to fo much 
the fadder Share of Tortures in the other World. And 


what can awaken my drowfy Confcience, and put me 


upon confulting my own Safety, if this will not ? 1 mutt 
be a dreadfully harden’d Sianer, if 1 can refolve to break 
through fo powerful an Obftruction, to come at everla- 


fting Mifery. * 1 will therefore call my felf forthwith to | 


an Account, and fee wherein | have broken my Faith 
thus ratified ; and will take Care to walk more circum- 
fpealy for the future, that my Converfation may teftify 
tn my Behalf, that 1am not unmindful of the Profeffion 
¥ have taken upon me, and the folemn Obligation | then 
enter’d into, to live according to his Rules. 1 will re- 
member that lama Chriftian, baptiz’d into the Church 
and érititled to the Bleflings of the Gofpel, provided I 
live according to its Precepts, but withal, that unlefs I 
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do this, I am ina far worfe Condition, than if I had ne- 
ver heard one Word of Chriftianity. ; Patel 


V. | or 
Ox the Multitude. and Heinoufnefs of our. Sins. 


a turn my Eyes from the Obligations that lie upon: 
& me, to the Courfe of my paft Converfation, and fee 
how negligent I have been, and how horrid, and how 
frequent my Provocations, here I prefently meet with 
fufficient Matter of melancholick and- moft penfive’ Me- 
ditation. Nor need I any more difmal Contemplation, 
to humble me before Almighty God, and force me to 
fly to him for Mercy. It was the Royal Pfalmift’s Com- 
plaint, that his * Iniquities were gone over his Heady and 
— asafore Burden were too heavy for bim to bear. And again, 
“f Aine Iniquities have taken hold upon me; fo that I am not 
able to: lookup they are more in Number than the Hairs of 
my Head, and my Heart hath failed me. And all pious 
Souls fee too juft Reafon to break forth, in like Manner, 
into the open Acknowledgment of ‘their own Unwor= 
thinefs and Demerits, whenfoever they call to Mind the 
Multitude and HeinoufnefS of thofe Sins, whereof they 
are con{cious to themfelves. uf 

_iAsito the Number of our Sins, they are too many to 
be caft up; though we ever fo deliberately fet about it. 
OurSins of ;Omiffion, and our Sins of Commiffion, our 
wilful Sins, and thofe whereinto we are often betray’d 
through Inadvertency, or Weaknefs, the Sins of our Ine 
clination, of our Company, of our Employment, of the 
Times we live in, our fecret and-conceal’d, and our pub- 
~ dick and moft fcandalous Sins, the Sins we remember, 
and;thofe we have forgotten, or had never teken Notice. 
of; the Sins of our Devotions, of our Recreations, of 
our Meals, and our other Entertainments, of our, Bx- 
cefs, and of our Parfimony, of our Modeity, and of our. 
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Affatanice, of our Diffidence, and of our Prefumption, 
our later and our former Sins, thofe of our Childhood, 
of our Youth, and of our riper Years, in Thought, 
Word, and Deed, againft our God, againft our Neigh- 
bour, and againft our own Selves; there is fuch a Mafs 
of them, that the leaft Reflection upon it, may well 
put our Minds into the utmoft Confufion, and were it 
not for the infinite Mercy of God through Chrift, muft 
inevitably have lodg’d us long agoin Hell. How muft 
the Recolie&tion of fuch a Load of Guilt lie heavy uport 
the Soul of every good Man, and make him lament and 
bewail his Folly, and try by all Means poflible to ob- 
tain the Favour of God, and his Pardon and Forgive- 
nefs? and what an abandon’d Sinner muft'l be, if 1 be 
not wofully terrified at the Appearance of fo horrid a 
Spectacle, and do not fully refolve that J will nor fuffer 
mine Eyes to fleep; nor mine Eye-lids to flumber, neither'the 
Temples of my Headto take any Reft, until \ fhall have ens 
deavour'd to make my Peace with God, by a hearty Sor- 
row and true Repentance, and a full Purpofe of Heart 
to ferve him truly for the remaining Part of my Life? 
They who never call their owe Ways to Remembrance, will 
not much concern themfelves to turn their Feet unto God's 
Teftimonies’; but there is none who is duly fenfible of 
the Guilt he has contracted, or that frequently fets apart 
foie’ Time, to’ inquire into the Nature of his Duty, 
aiid his manifold Tranfgreflions of it, notwithftanding 
al] the Obligations he is under to the contrary, but muft 
be feizd with a dreadful Apprehenfion, of the great 
WNeedhe has of God’s Mercy, and the wretched State he 
mit inevitably be in without it. 

- Nor are we chargeable‘only with Multitudes of Sins, 
the'leaft of which, were it not for the infinite Mercy 
of God in Chrift Jefus, would fink us into the Pit of 
Deftru@ion; but they are alfo matty Times attended 
with feveral notorious Aggravations, having been com- 
iHiitted perhaps, upon Deliberation, againft the Cheeks 
of. Con{cience, and clear Dictates of the Underftand- 
ing, againft numerous; Calls'and Invitations to Obedi- 
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ence; againft Promifes and Threatnings, Mercies. and: 
Judgments, after Vows and Refolutions to the contra= 
ry, and often,repeated, if not become habitual.’ So 
that. we have all great Canfé to. bluth, and: be: -afham’@ 
to look up to Heaven, and to loath our felues for the Evils 
we have committed in all our Abominations. Our ‘whole 
Life is full of Vanity and Naughtinefs; and-if ‘thou, Or 
God;) fhould’ft refolve to * enter into Fudgment with thy 
Servants, and fhould’ft-be extream to mark what were donb 
amifs, not the very beft, of us-could hope: to be jufifie 
edin thy Sights .-|- Thou are of purer “Eyes than to behold: 
Evil, and\can’ft not- look: upon Iniquity , all whofe ||| Ways: 
aresFudgment : God of Truth, aad without Tniquity, jut. 
and right art thou. ..(a)Thou art nota God that hath Plea- 
furein Wickeduefs: Neither fhall Evil dwell with thee. The 
— Boolifh fhall not ftand:in thy Sight : Thouhateft all. he Work= 
ers of Iniquity. And,yet, alas!How have weall been: 
forgetful of thee?) Fron: the higheft to the loweft, there: 
isnone Righteous before thee, none: that has not juftly: 
deferved thy Wrath and’ implacable Indignation. The 
moft religioufly difpas’d, cannot but difcover numerous: 
_Failings and Imperfections, befides other more wilful 
Tranfgreflions of their Duty,’ enough to ftrike them to 
the Heart, at every Remembrance of them. Much 
more may others fear-left.a heavy.Doom befal them, by 
reafon of thofe more heinous Enormities, which every 
where difcover themfelves throughout the whole Courfe, 
of their Converfations. If they that have been moft 
obfervant of. God’s Laws, have yet. need of his Mer=\ 
cy and Favourto be extended to them, or otherwifer . 
they cannot be happy,' how much'more do thofe want? 
it, who have been more extravagantly wicked? Andi 
(b) if the Righteous, after all. their Care to pleafe Gods; 
fhall hardly be fav'd, thefe muft expe a more terrible 
Appearance before his great Tribunal. ii 

» This aftonifhes and confounds:me, when I come to 
* Pfal. 143. 2. + Habak. 1,13. || Deut. 32. 4. 
(a) Pfal. 5.4, 5. (6) 1 St. Pet. 4.18. | 
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apply it to my own Cafe; and would doubtlefs drive 
me into Defpair, were it not for the Truft I have in | 
my bleffed Saviour’s Mediation. He has obtatn’d a Par- 
don for my Sins, and fo'l have great Hope and Com- 
fort throngh him; but otherwife I muft have been ina - 
miferable, helplefS Condition. For though God is in- 
finitely Patient and Long-foffering, he will not wait al- 
ways tobe gracious, but will bring the Sinner toa {tri 
Account for all his Wickedneffes, poflibly in this World, 
but moft certainly in that which is to come. Nothing 
can fave me but his Mercy, but inafinuch as that is in- 
finite, I will not diftroft it, but will humble my felf be- 
‘fore him, will confefs and. bewail my Sins, and will en= 
deavour, to the utmoft of my Power, to appeafe his 
Anger. And, Oh that my Head were Waters, and mine 
Eyes a Fountain of Tears, that I might weep Day and Night 
for all mine Iniquities, whereby | have offended fo good 
and gracious a God ! I hope ‘he will be prevail’d with 
to extend his KindnefS to me; but if at laft 1 do perifh, 
I muft- however confefs to his Glory, ‘that my Deftruéti- 
on will be wholly owing to my felf. uh 
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fuperi ? * Who knows, fays the Poet, whether he fhalt 
hive even till to Morrow? And our blefled Saviour fore-) 
told'to the jolly Rich Man, St. Luke 12.20. that he cer-» 
tainly fhould not. Thou Fool, fays our Saviour, this 
Night fball thy Soul be required of thee. The fame, for any 
thing | Know to the contrary, may be my Portion ! This 
may poffibly be the laft Day, if not the laft Hour of my 
Life. And what can I promife my felf will then become 
of me? Havel been fo wife as to make up my Accounts 
with God, and fo to have got my Soul in a readinefs to. 
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appear, before him? If ‘not, how. difinal, how -dolefu!., 
will my Condition be ?»It is a terrible(Change, to be fud-, 
dehlysfnatch’d away from this! Life»and all;its-Enjoy-! 
ments, and deliverediover to eternal Burnings: in, 'the, 
other. Yet;tojthis dad. Fate are all thofe,every. Day ob-)_ 
noxious; who live:in:the practice of any fort of \Wick= 
edinefs. neared foever they. may, be as to the, Things; 
of ithis World, they may poffibly. be jinimediately hur-, 
tied’ away from them;)to-a perpetual ‘Night of Horror,’ 
Grief, -and. Atiguifh, never torfee) Day; nor taft; any, 
Gomtort moreiot doniuSges7 9 00) 219i Te ansinrs ve 
y Awake therefore,»O my drowfy Soul ; awake and be-. 
- ftir thy. felf, before jit:bestoo late; -whilft the Patience of, 
God is exercifed towards thee, and a time.of Grace and. 
Salvation is afforded thee, ,Awdke} confider thy prefent 
Uncertain Habitation, and do! not)dare.to depend ups; 
- onia fhort tranfitory: Life, that, dike a\Dhread,  isimme- 
diately ‘cut_ off andiis'but as.a Story, which entertains 
_ the Audicors,whilft.in.. telling; but is,quickly atan.-End. 
Let, Death be,the fubject\ of thy.feriows and frequent, I 
had almojt faid) of thy inceflant Meditation... “Think.at: 
tiling in the»Morning, what if this fhould prove, to be 
_ the Jaft Day; of my Abode here? ,and|again when. lying, 
down at Night, think, what if I fhouid never.rife more ? 
Perhaps! ,find.my, felf;in very good. Health, and as like 
to prolong; -my; Days;to a goad old Age, as;.moft. of 
thofe-about me';/and am therefore.tempted to pafs my 
time in Mirth and Eafe. But, alas! How many of _ my 
Contemporaries have I known difappointed of their Ex- 
porsaconis when; as promifing as.mine, and laid in.the - 
Grave) before thay, were aware of it? And what hap- 
pens. to one, .may.as eafily befal another, notwithftand- 
ing all the Care. we can take to fecure our felves againft 
ites Every, Knell | hear, isa warning to me, to be,upon 
my Guard, to retire into my Self, and fee how-Reckon- 
ings ftand, betwixt God and my,Soul, and to ufe, the 
utmoft Diligence: for fupplying' what 1 find wanting. 
Every Grave I fee, every Funeral | attend upon, every 
Friend I lofe, every Hearfe or Coffin meet with, fet 
aes A a ‘ ne 
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ore Tobférve in Mourning, calls upon me to reflec on 
what a Precipice I ftand, and how: many different ways 
Tiay be thrown down from its Oh! Let me not be 
carélefs and unconcern’d in fuch a flippery Station, but 
let me confider well, how exceedingly terrible fuch a: 
Fall. muft be, toall that are not prepared for it. “No-' 
thing is of more Importance to me, \than to fee that im 
all refpedts, 1 a& like one, on whom the Things of this 
World make! no lafting Impreffion, and whofe chief’ 
Care is'to pleafe God, and: to make, Provifion for a hap- 
py Eternity. This is the great Bufinefs for which I came’ 
into the World, and how can I ‘hope to die with any 
mannér of Comfort, till I have performed this weighty 
and‘neceflary Work?» > . Dalz 0 
“Wet Die I muft undoubtedly, and no one knows how 
wery foon. One'defcends to the Grave “> im his full 
Strength,’ being wholly at Eafe and Quitt, his Breafts full of 
Milk, and his Bones moiftened with Marrow. > And another 
dieth in the Bitterne{s of his Soul, and'never eateth with Plea- 
fure. ‘They fhall ie down in the Dult, andthe Worms | fhall 
cover'them. In this World a great: DiftinGion is made 
between the Great, the Rich, and the!Powerful on ‘the — 
one fide, and thofe‘on the other, whofe'Circumftances 
are Straight, and who live ina poor neceflitous Condi~ 
tion. As fome alfo are healthy'and ftrong,and enjoy a — 
great dealof Eafe and Pleafure whilft others are worn 
out with SicknefS and Bodily Infirmities, or perhaps — 
with a fries of Crofles and inevitable ‘Vexations. But 
they are all haftening to their Long Home, and which of 
them’ fhall arrive there firft, is beyond ‘our Forefight, 
and'known only to Almighty God, by whofe Providence 
we live, and at whofe appointed Time we muft all'be 
fure to dié. Then fhall all alike, whether-high or low) — 
tich of poor, have the Duft for their Bed, and the 
Worms for their Covering, withoutany other remarkable 
Diftinétion, than-what fhall have arifea from their diffe- 
rent difcharge of their Duty, whilft in this mortal State: 
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Some go now, ‘fome anon, fome’ this way, fomné that, 
fome upon timely Notice, and fome again in an inftant, 
and even when leaft expecting it. “What then can fich 
have to fay for themfelves,’ w o”are’ not always'in fome 
tolerable Readinefs, to quit this traniitory Life, which 
at it’s beft Eftate, and when moft promifing, is yet but 
as || 4 Vapour that appears for alittle Time, and then vanis 
fhes away ? | i] 3 Tid 200) 924Gb (0% 
__ Upon this Confideration, the Apoftle St. fames, in 
the Words immediately foregoing thefe' now mentioned, 
very juftly rebukes the Folly of fuch as promife them- 
felves a long Continuance here, when it’ is poflible their 
Souls may’ be’ juft upon’ the Wing ‘to take their flight 
into the other World’;' and who pleafe themfelves' with 
the Thoughts of Life, ‘and ‘Time enough’ to’ manage 
their’Concerns upon Earth, when perhaps they are'on 
the very Shore of Eternity, ready to launch intoit, Go. 
to now, fays the Apoftle, ye thar fay to Day or to Morrow 
we will gointo futh a City, and continue there a Tear, to buy, 
and fell, and get gain , whereas’ you know not, what fhall be 
on the Morrow. You know not how near any of you are 
to your latter End, how fuddenly this frail Breath of 
yours may fail you, and leave ‘your Bodies, fo many ufes 
lefs Carcaffeés, incapable of any Defign, or any fort of 
Buiinefs. ¢ 4 y NHL ie a 
Can any one then, cat lin particular, préfuine'to live 
without a continual expeétation of fuch thy Diffolution, 
asif I had nothing elfe to do; but to Eat) Drink, and 
‘be Merry, aid to fpend my Time in Idlenefs and Luxs 
ury ? Is this to live like a Ghriftian, whofe Profeffion ob« 
liges him to be continually looking forward to another 
State, and who knows himfelf to be but a Stranger and 
Sojourner upon Earth ? How can I allow my {elf to be 
regardlefs, either of my Duty to Almighty God, or of 
my own Welfare, which has fo neceflaty a Depen- 
dence upon the good Improvement of my’ fhort ftay 
here? No, ‘I will rather keep in Mind, that 1 have no 
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abiding ity here, but-ans) indifpenfably obliged. to be. 
continually, féeking after one that-is truly fo. * 4 City 
that» basSure and: lating) Foundations, whale Builder and 
Make, isGod,|.. 2 willwaitand, watch albthe Days of my. 
appointed-T ime, tillrmy laft great. Change come. Since d 
know, ny, felf not, Mafter, of one Moment of! Time, it 
will Jive ina. conftant. Expectation of Death,.ready to 
forfake this. Earthly Tabernacle, whenfoever at. fhall 
pleafe.God, to call forome.,«1i will think upon my ap- 
proaching, Diffolution, andoleain: from the, Thoughts of 
it, 9 weangny Heart; from, (this prefent World, and all 
its moft: pleafing; Entertainments, which, how) enticing 
foever, Lmuftibe fare.inialictle time toleave behind mes. 
bo} renounce.allymy moft, beloved; Lufts, which! will other- 
wife coft.meexesflively, dear, and perhaps, before have 
anyslonger; Hnjayment,of§ thems to»grow-ferious: and 
dgvout,agi becomes, the Relation] ftand igoto Almighe » 
ty,,God,, and, the great Account Timuttsfoon give up to 
hums, tobear ally AfffiGions, patiently, wwhich I,.know af- 
: dgrecty cangot affects me long, but may be,much nearer 
gn.end, ythaad ,at-prefentoapprehend ; to, make a good 
“Amproyementof-my diimegwhilftl) have; it, that k-may 
fad no.Gawe tqcomplain-of the wantyof ity when it 
‘fhall-be no.more 5, tobe uawearied in well doing; before 
the Night come whereia no Man can work, and faithfully; 
refplytely,;and immoveably, to, retain my lntegrity at 
‘all; Tumess;and auder.whatfoever Difficulties,or», Trials, 
doafmnchas know, not how, foo, | may receive my great 
‘Reward. » Thefg are fome of. the Advantages, that na- 
turally,arife from: a, daily) Meditation of Death ; and to 
the end they, may,be,my-daily Care, 1, will not, fail to 
take all Opportunities. of conyerfing with the Dead. » 
|: Qur bitg. here is qne, contiaued Journey, towards the. 
Grave; and. each one,,every; Day difpatches fome part 
‘ofit. Weare all like fo many Paflengers ima Ship, who 
whether, they think.of, it.or.not, every Minute draw 
dicargrche end of thelr Woyasend-Notionly whilft they 
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are awake, ahd ‘look abont themy: bit whematreft} and! 
faft afleep in their Beds, theyoarel gradually conveyed » 

along, till they came to'their-defiréd!Port.! Asithey ared 
always in. Motion, though it may be withoutiebferving + 
it, fo their Voyage inceffantly\fhottens, andin a!whiles 
they difernbarkupon aidiftant Shore. {so cms eovicl ro! 
. Such is the Life,of| Man. ‘Itisa conftant Progref$ to-9 
wards another World, in which «we fhalballponemfter? 
another, beilanded. ine alittle: Time.) No! fooner shall! 
our Breath :be recalled} but we hall moulder nto the? 
Dutt out.of which we were:taken, ‘fhall give ‘up the» 
Ghoft, and be, no more as to any'of the Purpofes ofothis! 
Life... But then.a new Scene will forthwith opemit felf; 
to our. unfpeakable, either Confolation: or: Terror, ac> 
cording to:the Preparation we hdd made. for: it,:whilft: 
on our Way to it. Death to. the Righteous, is the Gate 
of Paradife; ‘an, Entrance to! a better! Life;:and theionly 
Paflage, to our promifed: Inheritance: ‘But to the'Wicked: 
it) is the, beginning of Sorrows,: delivering thenvover to 
the fecondDeath; :whichneveér fhall haveanend... And 
what, morecogent-Arpumenteat.any pofiblpexpect, for 
exciting to adiligent Preparation. for Death, than ‘this 
Confideration of the everlafting State) whereintonit will, 
one time orjother, hereafter, iif not at prefent;vbe'fure 
to tranflateusall: .; vilsinodia  -woiy fil eyewds ti 
»» Were» Death, an accidentaliStroke, that !rarely. ‘hap- 
pened, nowonder if People generally did not think 'them- 
felves, much: concern’d to expectiit. "Were only fome . 
few liable tot, when it comes;:a Man might-be'temp- 
ted to hope. dt might be:his Lotito eftapeiit. ii Wereit 
an..even Lay;, whether, we fhould ever! be: feized by’ -it, 
this would make,;a confiderable abatements of; theSin- 
nér’s Imprudence, |in. venturing ito live regardilefs of iit. 
WNay., were it allotted toimuch.the gteater: part of Man= 
kind. to.die, but not ito every /patticular:Perfon; ‘there 
anight bejfome faint Plea:for fuch!.asV ate unprepared fot 
ite Orif none may. be deliver’d from it} yetyhad Men 
a: Leafe of their, Lives, -that-they: could ‘certainly know 
_ show much of them weteiyet remaining; itwppld ibe 
«fy Aa 3 . Leff 
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lefs Indifcretion in them to put off their Repentances 
and trifleaway their Time, in hope to get it up again, | 
by a greater future Diligence. But when we are every 
Moment ‘at the Mouth of the Grave; when we know 
afftredly, that every Man living is altogether Vanity, and 
our felves amongft the 'reft, and moreover daily fee 
others, as lufty and vigorous as our félves, and in all ap- 
pearance as like to live as we, taken away before our 
Face; fach a Profpec as this, one would think, fhould 
_ throughly awaken our: Minds, and enforce our Refoluti« 
ons, and not fiffer us knowingly to deftroy our felves. 
It fhonld teach us earneftly to ftudy how we may per- 
form our Duty in all refpedts with the greateft Accura- 
cy and Circtimfpettion', fo. as to give no fleep to our Eyes, 
nor Slumber to our Eye-lids, tilt we had firft fecured to our 
felves an Intereft in the Divine Promifes. i. 

Since we are all'fo careful of this uncertain'Life, tho? 
at beft but of fhort duration, and full of Cares and 
Troubles whilft it lafts, methinks it fhould feem’ highly 
teafonable to every one} that will but allow himfelf to 
confider,: to have a much greater Care of his Soul, which 
is by far the better Part of him, and whofe Life will ne-. 
ver know an end. Common Prudence would hence 
teach every one; to think frequently of Death, and haye 
it always in view, efpecially fince the Remembrance of 
itis fo heceflary and ufeful, in order to a due regulating 
our Lives.) But I muft not only think of Death, but 
muft think of it in fuch a manner, as that the effe& of 
thefe Thonghts may fhew-forth it felf. in’ a fuitable De- 
portment. Imuft learn to number my Days‘in fach a 
manner, as that I may apply my Heart to that true and- 
faving Wifdom, which willin a great meafure abate the 
Pungency of whatfoever Troubles and Calamities I meet 
with here, and. will make me infinitely happy after my 
Departure:hence, > Toneglee this,“is undoubtedly the 
greateft Folly and Madne{s in the World, and the rea- 
dieft way to fill my Sout with the utmoft Confufion, 
when [come to languifh upon ‘a Sick-bed, and’ find my 
End approaching ; but efpecially, when I {hall come i 
hes ie @ B® | e Hg 
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the aft Day to ftand before my Saviour’s great Tribu-’ 
nal, to anfwer to the heavy Charge, that will hereby lie 
againft me. ‘Nor canany thing on the other hand be 
fo much for my Advantage, as a conftant Attendance on: 
this neceflary part’ of my Duty, and that unfpeakable 
Glory and Felicity that will infallibly accompany it in’ 
ansiae Hour, and thence forward for ever in the other: 
orld. | 


Vil. 
On @ future Judgment. 


Y Life is continually drawing towards Eternity ; 
[and whether 1 will confider it or not, is each 
Day fhorter than it was before. So that how healthy 
foever 1 may be at prefent, no Man knows how foon 
Imay be fummon’d hence. At moft no great Number 
of Years can have pafvd, before I fhall be laid in the 
Grave, and all my Hopes, and Comforts, and Defignus, 
and Purpofes, as far as they concern this Life, fhall va- 
- pith as a Dream, and nothing fhall feem of any Value, 
but what may be for my Advantage in the other World. 
And thus having paffed off the prefent Stage, 1 muft be 
brought before God’s Tribunal, to have all my Thoughts, 
Words and Actions canvafled, and my eternal Portion 
allotted me, accordingly as they fhall be found to have 
been: So fays St. Paul, (a) We mut all appear before the 
Sudgment feat of Chrift, thar every ome may receive the 
Things done sn the Body, according to that he hath aone, whe~ 
ther it be good or bad. ‘Though Death makes a Separati- 
on for fome Time betwixt the Soul ‘and Body, yet, this 
ig but for a Time; which being paft,: they fhall infa!li- 
bly. meet again, ‘and be re-united, and never: be parted 
more. (b) An Archangel fhall be fent forth, and ‘as by 
the Sound of a Trumpet fhall fummon the (c) Dead out 
-of their Graves, and thenceforward, they fhall, live for 
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ever. ‘(d) Then fhall the Son of ;Mannalfo defcend in- 
the Clouds of Heaven with. power and ‘great Glory 3, and (e).. 
Shall fit ow bis Throne; and-caufe <all-Nations’to he gather’. 
before him, that fo he may take an Account. of, their dif-; 
ferent Qualifications, and. difpofe of them accordingly. 
Qh the Pangs-and Agonies; the Horror: and) Perplexity) 
of, Mind, wherewith the guilty Sinner. will be feiz’d,. 
when he fhall come there to réceive his Doom ! When 
(f) above, he may behold an impartial Judge ready to 
condemn him; beneath, Hell open to receive him ; 
when within, fhall be a ftinging Confcience ; without, 
a burning Fire > here,\his* Sins: accufe shim, there the 
Devils affrighting him; arid the good Angels fhall ca- 
fheer him, as. not fit tobe. admitted into Heaven, and 
the wicked ones. will ftand ready to, hurry him away 
into everlafting Deftruction. When to appear will be 
intolerable, and. yet-not to appear will be impoffible. 
Whither will he then flee ? Or where can he think to 
conceal himfelf ?, Which Way foever he turns himfelf, 
he will be fire to-meet with nothing for his Comfort, 
with nothing but, Fear, and Shame, and Sorrow, and 
Anguifh, and all the Terrors that the moft dreadful.A- 
prehenfions can work in him. Jt is impoffible to ex- 
prefs the extream Aftonifhment,-. wherewith all the 
Workers of Tey Pout then be overwhelmed. But this 
may i agocd Meafure be reprefented by the Judg- 
ments threatned ia the Revelation, upon the opening 
of the Sixth Seal, when it is faid, (¢) There was a great 
Earthquake, and the Sun became black. as Sackeloth of Fizir, 
and the Maon became.as Blood , and the Stars of Heaven fell 
nata the Earth, even as a Fig-treecafteth her untimely Figs, 
ahen fhe is foaken of amighty Wind; ANd the Heaven de- 
parted; as.a Scroml, when it is rolled together; and every 
Mountain and Ifland mere moved out of their Places ; And the 
Kings.af the Earth, and the great Men, and the chief Cap- 
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tains, and thé mighty. Men, and every, Bondman, and every. - 
Freeman, hid themfelves in the, Dens, and in the Rocks of. 
the: Mountains; And faid to the Mountains.and Rocks, fall. 
on us, and Inde'us from the Face of. him that, fitteth' on the 
Throne, and. fromthe Wrath of the Lamb: For the great 
Day of his Wrath.is come; and who fhall be able to ftand 2 
This is a Defcription of a terrible Jun@ure, that may 
not unfitly, be accommodated.to the frightful Seafon Iam 
now confidering. When (h) the Heavens fhall pals away, 
witha great Noife, and the Elements (hall mele with, fervent 
Heat 5 the Earth alfo, and: the Things that. are therein fhalt 
be burnt up ,'(+)\ and \the-Dead, bath [mall and great, {hall 
ftand before Gody,.and, the Books fhall be opened, and they {hall 
be judged out of thofe Things, which are written in the Books 
according to their Works. _\When the Judge being fet upon 
his Throne, Before him {hall be gathered all Nations 5 and 
he fhall feparate. them one from another, as a Shepherd di- 
wideth the Sheep: from the Goats, and fhall proceed. to en- 
quire into their paft Converfations, and allot them their 
Reward accordingly... Then fhall.a narrow Scrutiny be 
made into all. my-Doings, and an unerring Judgment 
jpafled upon, them. And could I have ever :fo artfully 
conceal'd my.Faults from the Difcovery of the World 
here, they will/ then: be all brought to Light, before 
God, Angels,.and,Men., They cannot. efcape the -all- 
feeing Eye lof, God.at prefent;: nor. fhall they ever be » 
forgotten by him hereafter, but will certainly rife up in 
_ Judgment againft me, and condemn me at the laft Day, 
af 1 do not make,it my Bufinefs to forfake them, and ob- 
tain the Pardon,of them before 1 be taken hence. Not 
the moft fecret.of my Thoughts, is without his Notice; 
‘but he is privy to whatever Impiety lies lurking in my 
Heart, though it have never proceeded farther 5 and 
-will bring me'to an Account for it, So that could I any 
‘Way contrive to impofe upon thofe I converfe. with here, 
by hypocritical Pretences, and to hide the Evil of my 
‘Heart and Adtions, from,all Mankind, this would ftand 


» - 


(b) 2 St. Pet. 3. 10. (i) Rey. 20,12, 
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ine int no ftead at the laft Day. For then the Impofture 
would be fully difclofed, to my eternal Shame and Sor- 
row. (k) There is nothing cover’d, that fhall not then be re- 
wealds, neither hid, that fall not be made known. But 
whatfoever bas been fpoken in Darknefs, {hall be beard in the 
Light ;-and that which was whifpered in the Ear in Clofets, 
fhall be proclaim’d inthe publickeit Manner, in the Hear- 
ing even of the whole World. (1) There is no Creature 
that is not manife/t in God’s Sight, nothing that can efcape 
his Notice, bur all things are naked and open, wud x Te 
Tea overa, bare and like a Thing cut down the Chine, 
whereby ail the Entrails are expofed to the View of the 
Beholder; all Things are thus naked and open to the Eyes of 
him with whom we have to do, or perhaps as Dr. Whitby ob- 
ferves, mug’ by duiv 3 abys, to whom we muft give an Account 
of our felves and all our Doings. ‘ No Man, as Dr. 
«Ff immond paraphrafes upon the Words, fhall be able 
cto difguife himfelf fo cunningly, but that he fhall be 
«- difcover'd, difclos’d, laid open and bare, as the Sacri- 
<¢ fice when it is firft flay’d, then cut down the Back, 
«¢ and all laid open and difcernible before the Prieft. 
Our very Inwards fhall then be diffected, and Men and 
Angels fhall fee into the darkeft Corners of the Heart, 
and fhall be made acquainted with all the Corruption 
and Pollution that has been wont to lodge there. A 
doleful Diftovery indeed ! And who would not dread 
and tremble at the leaft Thought of it ? It is not in our 
Power now to conceive the height of that Confufion, 
wherein: the guilty Sinner will find himfelf, when thas 
publickly unmask’d, when thofe Wickednefles, which 
‘once he would not endure to hear of, and therefore usd 
all Means to keep them, ‘ from the Knowledge of his 
Companions aad Acquaintance, fhall be charged upon 
him, proved again{t him, and finally punifh’d with ever- 
laiting Perdition. But this we can all do, and are the 
reateft Fools in the World if. we do it not; we can 
‘condemn our felves and all our moft beloved Iniquiti¢s 
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now in Time, whilft the Day of Grace is continued to. 
us, and God is reconcileable upon Condition, we duly 
apply our felves to him for Mercy and Salvation, We 
can by his Affiftance reform and amend our Doings, ‘and 
earneftly ftudy to lay up to our felves Treafiires in Hea.’ 
ven. . We can humble our felves before our blefled Savi- 
our, and befeech and entreat him, as he has already 
been our Ranfom, fo likewife to be our Advocate with. 
the Father, pleading his Death and all his Sufferings ia 
our Behalf, whereby to reinftate us in his Favour,and ob- 
tain us an Admiffion into his Kingdom. And can we be 
fo fottifh as not to make this our con{ftant Care ? Can we 
think of the Day of the Lord, and the imnmenfe Weight’ 


_ of the Sentence then to be pafled upon us, and not fet. 


* 


our felves with all our Might to prepare for it ? They 
that act thus unaccountably, ought immediately to dif- 
own all Pretence to Reafon and Underftanding, and to 
acknowledge themfelves more fenfelefS than the worft of 
Brutes, none of which were ever guilty of fuch.egregi- 


ots, intolerable Stupidity as this is. 
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Ox. the everlafting State whereto each one frail 
. be adjudged at the Laft Day, according to bis 
» Doings. 101d, | 


“HIS Judgment being once over, every one muft be 
- ‘thenceforward fettled in an eternal State, tho’ of 
very different Kinds, according as we fhall be found to 
have obferved, or neglected our Duty, during our 
fhort Stay here in this World. So our bleffed Saviour, 


_ ‘who is alfo to be our Judge, teaches, St. Mat. 25. 46. 


Where having been defcribing the Nature of the Judg- 


| - ment that is to pafs upon al] Mankind, and having fpo- 


Ken of the Righteous and the Wicked, under the Meta- 


4 Phor of Sheep and Goats, and having declar’d the ,joy- | 


fulSentence that fhall be pronounced in favour of the 
: eh former, 
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former, and the heavy Doom that fhall be ‘awarded to .. 


the other, he concludes with this farther Declaration. 


of what will be the Effect of the Judgment thus given’; _ 


Thefe, the Wicked of whom he had. laft fpoken, hall; go, 
away, into everlafting Punifhment 5 byt the Righteous into Life. 


Eternal. The. natural lmportance of which Words is, 


that a lafting future State will be then to fucceed, either, 
in incomparable, ineftimable, unconceivable BlifS and, 


Felicity, for fuch is -- Eternal Life declar’d to be inScrip-, 
ture; or in the moft dreadful and intolerable Tortures, 
Pangs, and Agonies, in the bottomlefs Pit, the Punifh-. 
ment whereinto the Wicked are order’d. to -depart, 
A Ree ie Mahe - BP ar Ft ’ 
- Bleffed and happy, thrice happy Souls, that. can, at-. 
tain to the Life here mention’d.! Such fhall enjoy the, 
Favour of God and his beatifick Prefence ; and fhall not. 
only be admitted to behold his Glory, but to reign with, 
him, and be in fome Meafure transform’d into his Like-. 
nefs, abounding in al) that fhall be fuitable to their en- 
Yarged Defires, and God only knows how much more, 
than they could fo mich as defire or wifh for. It is above 
our Faculties at prefent to conceive what thofe glorious 
Rewards are, which our’ good Ged has prepar’d for 
them that love him. * Jt doth not yet appear, even t 
our Imaginations, ‘what’ we {hall be, bue this we know be- 
fore-hand; that when he fhail appear, we fhall be like “him, 
for we fhall fee him as he is. Wherefore let me now think 
a little with my felf; How tranfcendent a BleflednefS 
muft it be, to fee God, and. be like him,.to partalreyof 
his Glory, and;have.an endlefs Fruition of+him,jin that 
blifsful Kingdom where al] Delights abound, andiwhence 
all Sorrow and. Tears are everlaftingly, banifh’d's' where 
none are Sick, or grow Old, or Die,, mor,are perplex’d 
* with Cares, nor tormented with Bears... Where afer 
rene Tranguility is always te. be met with, and.foy; 
and Love, and Peace, have fettled, their Abode: ,Ma 
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myo Heart: be alwayscenflamed ‘withthe’ Love of that ra- 


_ vithing States fo.as that’ T may throughly learn: to de- 


pife.all Things elfe ia Comparifon of it.’ Why dof trix 
fle away my Timé and Pains in‘purfuit of Things that 
wall not profit, andonot rather labour aftér thofe which 
would be of everlafting Advantage’ to’ me? What'a 
Meannefs of Spirit is it, to take up witl’this Life’s tran- 
fientjoimperfeat Entertainments, and in the mean while 
Hoglectirhe true “Riches,;'and lofe aninvaluable Crown of 
Glory that’ faderl not away? Can Y-condefeend to employ. 
my! felfin labouring after the Things of this World 
with an infatiable Dsiire, aé if |could never have enough 
of them, though?! know Imiutt fhtortly “die, and leave 
themall behind! me; arid yet! not be perfwaded'to take 
Pains for what would>render me‘unconceivably happy 
for ever in ithe othét 2) This is the very Height-of! Mad- 
fiefs and for: whictil shall-be' fire to condemn my’ felf 
When it fhall be\toolate;iand incéffatly to- with? had 
beemwifer, when Ihadac in'my Choice 'to make fure of 
qulileAed:Eteergieyls sme yisdd : nodtoeom y0R yey 
bin {pecially when» call to: Mindy that I ‘cannot: fall 
fhortrofi the: foremention’d/Bleflednefs; without: itcur= 


ring the dreadfulVengeance' of eternal Fire. * And ‘can - 
| headure the Thoughts of this fo difmalia Change? Far 


beitfrom me) thus totally to ruin:my'felf for the fake 
of any Eafe, or Pleafure, Wealth, or/Honour, that I 
can hope to enjoy hére. Whatever unequal Notion I 
-have of it at prefent, it is a great and a certain Truth, 
that the * Wages of Sims Death, Death notionly tem- 


poral; but eternal. And can I refolve thus fenfelefly to 


ruin my felf; rather than. accept of | that Salvation, 
Which is offer’d in the Gofpel, upon the reafonableft 
Yerms, that may be? -} Ie iis a fearful Thing: to fall iato 


~ the Hands of the living God ; to become the Obje@s of 


this implacable Indignation; to groan under the juft Se- 


verities of his heavy Difpleafure 5 to be lodged in a'Béed ~ 


of Flames, and have the Devils and damned Spirits! for 


Bee en ee ee 


* Rom. 6. 23. | t+ Hebr.1o- 31. 
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perpetual Companions, or rather for outrageous Exectt 
tioners ,, withont hope of Deliverance, tho’ after ever fo 
long a, Spaces, to be forfaken of all that is good,all that is 
happy, ovimight tend to make us fo; to. be everlafting- 
ly condemwm’d, to| Darknef$ and Horror, to Weeping and 
Wailing, and Gnafhing of Teeth, to the never-dying 
Worm, and. Fire-anquenchable.. This the damned in 
Heil, know to their Coft ; and for this Reafon fret and 
rage beyond Meafure. And what is it they would not 
give, or do, to recover! fome of thofe happy Opportu- 
nitics of fecking after a better State, which we fo.idly 
fyaander away! Unhappy Wretches ! They find by la- 
mentable. Experience what the Lofs of Heaven implies 
in it, and how muchiit was their real Intereft, to have 
taken| Warning, when they.were cal?'d upon in their 
Lifetime, to be Holy, Wife, and Happy. They are als 
ways,in the Agonies of Death, and yet never fo dead 
but that they are.ftill to live in the moft exquifite,; an 
moft lafting Dolours. Their Fire always. buras, but ne- 
ver confumes them; their Worm always gnaws, but 
never kills them. > Whilft they -were alive, they would 
never give over provoking Almighty God ; and now God 
will never give! over punifhing them for their numerous 


Provocations. There is no End or Meafire of their Sor: - 


rows, ‘no Intérmiflion of their Pains, no Hope or Com- 
fort for them,’ no:Profpect of any Thing, but unconcel 
vable, intolerable, interminable Grief, and Mifery, and 
Angutfh. And: can I think it toomuch to live regular- 
dy, and take thofe Courfes which will make me happy 
in agood Meafure here, that I may. efcape all this dire 
Vengeance, and be compleatly and infinitely happy to 
all Eternity hereafter ? This were a far wifer Courfe 
than to gratify my own worldly, or carnal Inclinations, 
for a fhort, no one knows how very fhort a Time, to 
the everlafting Deftruction of my felf, both Soul and 
Body in Hell. Confider therefore, O my drowfy Soul, 
and beftir thy felf now in Time, whereby to prevent 
thofe Tortures, which thou muft otherwife be fure to 
undergo, and can’{t never hope to get .rid of, when 
wd once 


1 
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once thou comeft to: feel the Weight of -them. oTake 
Warning whilft thou art yet on this) Side the Grave, 
and may’it jhave'Time and Grace:to fave thy felf,:if' it 
be not throngh thy own Negle& or Obftinacy in:Sin- 
ning. Imagine:to thy. felf the doleful Cafe of a condemn’d 
Sinner, already placd in the Regions: of ‘Darkhefy, 
thofe melancholick Shades of perpetual: Night, *where 
no Day ever dawns, no Light ever breaks ins) depriv’d 
of all the Comforts dnd Pleafures of Life,and preferv’d itt 


a: being only to be punifh’d 5 wrack’d and tormented, with 
-a’frightfal Remembrance of | his:own Guilt and Folly, 


piercing him like a Dagger at the Heart, and no Room 


__ left for Repentance. Imagine him beholding the Gloryand 
_ Felicity of the Blefled, raging with Envy at their Haps 


pinefs, and tearing himfelf «for Anguifh and Vexation; 
when he refle€&ts: upon what he has loft, purely for’ the 
Sake of his Brutifh Lufts, and-unreafonable'Paflions; for 
thofe. Pleafures of Sin which were but for a Moment; 
but for which he muft now pay dear forevermore. Inia 
gine: him farther lanienting the ‘Sharpnefs of his Pains, 
the exceflive Burnings of that Fire and Brimftone, where- 
uihe inceffantly languifhes, and’ the Malice of ‘the De- 


_ vilsdifcharging their Fury upon him, and plaguing and 


tormenting him with the utmoft Violence. Imagine him 


_ Once more cut off from all Hope of Redrefs, foas not 


only to be thus infinitely tortur’d at prefent, but to be 


_ affur’d beyond all Doubt, that thefe his Tortures fhall 


perpetually harrafs him through along Eternity. Ima- 
gine the Sinner, I fay, irrecoverably plung’d in this Ex- 
cefs of unfpeakable Mifery, and fee if all the Glory of 
the World can tempt thee, to change Condition with 
him but for one Hour: If not, what defperate Frenzy 
muft that be, that can with-hold thee from taking all 
the Care that may be, to fave thy. felf from fuch infup- 
portable, and yet irreparable Deftruction ? Can | fuffer 


' my felf to-be thoughtlefs and unconcern’d, when upon 


the brink of this bottomlefs Abyfs of Pains and Sorrows, 
and each Moment in danger of dropping into it? No. 


_ Far be it from me to betray fuch an ExcefS of the moft 


unac- 
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unaccountable Folly; fich ai unpardofiable Inftance of 
the moft'deftructive:Enmity to my own Soil. » On: thé 
other hahd, 1 will begin: to confider invTime, and will 
ufe-my utmoft Diligence to guard againft that Place of 
Yormeénts; and procure aa Inberitance among-all them which 
are, fantified.o | wilh make it my Bufinefs to:keép withiit 
that marrow Way thatleadeth unto Life y will ftriveto enter . 
in at-ohe. flrait Gate, though J tug hard to'get through 5 
will doiorfuffer whatever it {hall pleafe God to requite 
Of} me;.or Jay uponiniey and willbe thighly thankful, if 
J\canjat. daft! be \carried: ito Heaven, though it were im 
a Chariot of Fire.» Welcome Sighsiand Tears, welcome — 
whatever Pénnances my Religion can impofe upon me, 
whateyer|;Terrors. the World can threaten ‘me: with, 
whatever Pains | can;be atin God’s Service; welcome all 
that.cinbefal.me for my Saviour’s: Sakes who endured: the 
Cros, and de[pifed. the-Shame forme. 1 will'watch, and 
prays will deny my; felf,, and mortify the Flefh, willdo 
my, beft;to proceed fromGrace to|Gracei | And mayiit 
bites the good. andigracious God, that! Grace: may af 
aft, have its Completion, in-Glory, through -Jefus Chrift 
our Lord: To;whom, with the Fathery/and the Holy 
Gholt, be all Honour jand, Praife;: World without Ends 


AM Eile: cn 


9 "7 oe 
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IPRAYERS 


FOR THE 


SICK PERSON: 


'|To be ufed upon feveral Occafions,| 
‘ as He fhall fee fit. 


My Voice fhalt thou hear betimes, O Lord: Early in the 
Morning will I direé& my Prayer unto thee, and will look up. 
Pfal. 5. 3. 


My Hope hath been in Thee, O Lord: I have faid, Thou 
art my God. Pfal. 31.16. 


Hear me, O Lord, for thy Loving-kindnefs is comfortable : 
Turn thee unto me according to the Multitude of thy Mer- 
cies. Pfal. 69.17. 
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(> Almighty, Lord of Heaven nd Barth, who 
- givelt Life, and Health; and all other Bleflings, 


NY and recalleft themvas -it pleafes Thee 3.1 degre 
tobehold thy Hand in every Thing that. befals me, 
that under/alithy Difpenfations I may look upto Thee, 
the Author of them, and may ftudy to improve them to 
thy Glory. And now thatil find my felf difcompofed, 
and SicknefS has already taken hold of me, I immedi« ty 
ately fly.to thy-Almighty Power,;and unfpeakableG le 
nefs for Relief. And do .not’thou-refufe, to hear «me, 
when I call upom thee. Give meGrace,to account. of 
my Diftemper as thy Fatherly Vifitation, and to» heats 
ken both.to the Rod, and,him. that -has appointed -it 4 
and not only to bear thy ,Chaftifement with Patience 
and Submiffion; but to Seek) that J. may be made, bet 
ter by it; to enquire into os ae which it sntaity 
Rie otk and 
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swiny felf in what-fen y Difhonour, and my 
own Deftrudtion. Or if, Death is 9 be the End of this 
tho 
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Eliver-me; O-Lord;-ifit-be-thy-blefled-W ill, from 

J. my prefent. Want of Health, | Sanatify it.to me, 
that it maybe ‘a Means'of working in‘the,\ what is well- 
pleafing in thy Sight, mortifying all Vice and Wicked- 
nefS in me, and raifing up my Thoughts and Affections 
to a better State, and making me more intent than ever, 
upoh approving myfelf' to: Thee. * And: this’ good Eid 
being once accomplifh'd;: tnay it pleafe thee’to raife mé 
from’ thy Bed} and:énable “me to put ‘all my good. Pur- 
pofes'in Execution, to'thy Honour and Glory, and my 
own Salvation, through our Lord Jefus Chrift: Amen.* 
ot mont svotgm os ybuht yem baa mods to sores, 203 
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PP WT Lords if Teany not any longer to ‘continue 


J) *hete,ogrant mea fafe“and analy Paflage hence; 
that'Death fay be ‘to-me?'a bleffed’ Entrance into thy 


Heavenly Kingdom: ‘Tam ‘not fond of Life, for-any — 


othér Hind; but to fervetthee, and fave my own Soul. 
Bu ifit inay tendiito-€ither ‘of thefe Ufes, deny me 
neithersthe Enjoynicnt of my: former Soundnels: and: 
Stréfgth, nor Grace to'inake a fuitablelim provement of 
Dis gO it. 


the Ufe of ¢ he, Sick, 3:73 | 


hence, take-me;; l-moft humblyy befeech ithees/intosthy, 
Fayour, through thy Son Jefus.Chrift.our Lord, :\LAmens 
view ti pole fork or eonifol&sidem@ml : 
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lead me in the, Way. everlafting, -through our Lord and 


Saviour Jefus Chrift... Amenes 9d vidio tots dative 
oda-vd prea y Yd eE HT  tondL eds te: rbsos 
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‘Ay Lmighty and moft metciful Father; who! of thy 


Y7\ divine Providence ‘haft> appointed “an “Order ‘of 
Men,) to officiate ‘in’ thy Natie;°not'only as'thine-Am- 
bafladors, sto’ :calY upon People, 'and-entreat! them’ ta be 
Reconciled vo Thee, but moreover ‘to : make known‘ th 
Word and’ Will'to them, :tovadminifter thy hdly: Sactas 
_ hrents, tobe Advocates to Thee for them;‘and 'to byt 

form all: thofe Offices, which are neceflary for building - 
them up, in their'moft holy: Faiths Let-it-not’ be’ in 
vain, that I have now fent to-defire thegood’ Man’s 
Company and Affiftance. All his Endeavours without 
Thee muft-inevitably proveas nothing.» Could he fpeak 
with the Tongue of Men and Angels, it were to 
no Purpofe, unlefs thy Blefling go along with what 
fhall be deliver’d. | Nor ‘will! all “his kirid\Offices dofme 
any Sérvice, if not accomipanied'with thy Grace. Hence 
Lbeg of: thee; :moft gracions,:God, tobe with him and 
nt4 3 


at Bb . prosper 


974 Proper Prayers for 

profper hit in all his Uadertakings formy Good, Open’ 
his Mouth, that! he may {peak a Word in Seaford. Hear! 
ail his Prayers’ thatshe {hall ‘offer up for pie} ‘and grant 
me all the ineftimable Bleflings he fhall implore in my 
Behalf. And open mine Ba Bat likewife, that I may duly 
attend to whatfoever he fhall tell me out of thy Law, 
and 3 difpofe my Heart .carefully and iconfcientioufly to 
enor ike iny roe our’ i gene mpc a3 ihe 3 
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ET Ty Holy nt ote et sith ‘him to aft fe 
iy his kind Intentions; that they imay: prove effectual, 
‘fitting and preparing me for’ my/Jaf¥ great Change! 
which cannot poflibly be far-off, but miayperbaps'be 4l- 
ready at the Door. It is thy own nore by the 
Mouth of thy holy Apoftle, that If « ee he. call 
forthe Blader of the Churth, to “priay over et in, tha Pto. 
mife, that The Prayerof Fash ‘foal fave the Sick, and if 
he have committed Sins, they fhall be forgiven biz ; and 
with a Declaration moreover, that The effcttual fervent 
ey of the Righteous Man, and moft certainly not the 
sy if, herbe dedicated, to, holy Minitkrations, to ‘tran{- 
atters.betwixt-Theeand thy Chareh, awailesh idl 

1a @be ence to thy Gopmand, d hay mow fent tol my 
Proper Haters lag Minister sof i Ward: ae Sacra 


chit gus ord, “Av: in: oved 1 sed 
se orf Upan sspearane of Reccoery 


est mes i ry 


* late and neti bleed Lord Gody Parent dled 
(vy alone are-the Tines of kite ando Death,i who kil 
Leth each wiakel glive,. at ae to:thé Graye, ‘and ie: 
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the Ufeof the Sick, a8 
seft back again’; sIdefire witha Heart fulbof unfeiened 
-Gratitude; to proclaim thy great Good nefs towatds ine 
-at this Time. ol) praife Thee for thy feafonable Corre- 
-Gtion, whereby «tosput:me in’Mindiof my! natural Frail- 
ty and Mortdlity, ito weanimy Affe@ions from this vain 
tranfitery: World, ‘and :toput me'wpon'the-more dili- 
-gent/Preparationiof my felf for: Another and aBebter.. 
Bleffed be thy Name; that: thoucdidft not immediately 
\cut meoff without Warning,!as' thou’ mighteltyjutt 
thave done; and notconly aft allowed mea Spaceiof RE- 
‘fleGion, whereby to getmy Soul intothe fitter Pofture, 
for appearing before thy dreadful ‘Tribunal, bat-now. 
giveit me Hopes.of:a.Space;. toaxeduce.my holy’ Purpe- 
fes and Refolutions into Practice. May it feem good 
‘in thy Sight, to perfe& thait Recovery thou feemeft to 
have begun in me, and to grant me a longer Continu- 
ancevhere’ 5 not; for the Gratsficationof any worldly or 
fenfual Inclinations;-or AfleGionsin me ; ‘but.tothe End 
that, bya good! Improvementofthe ‘Time thow halt 
allow me, | may obtain a compleater Conqueft overall 
fort of Vice and Wickednefs, and a greater Readinefs 
to the Performdnce of my,Dutyto Thee, may cleanfe 
my felf from all FilthinefS of Flefh and Spirit, and 
may perfec Holinefs in thy; Fear, through Jefus Chrift 


our Lord. Amen. | 
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fy Jd: rath sde tO oct pod st ye Dad 1h) YO 
sof, Simy fole Dependence isupon Thee, ‘O!Lord, and 
_£& allimy Hopes of Healthare from Thee alone; ‘fo 
J acknowledge all my Services to be due to Thee,: and 
that 1, muft leave my felf| without’ Excufe; ifit-do-not 
- ¢garefully. employ. all the Time thou ‘fhalt- afford me iin 
this'World, tothy Honour and Glory.) Do thow there- 
fore incline thy Heart to shave.a conftant ‘RefpeG'to 
this great End, of my Living here; that 1 may-not tri- 
fle, away\the sLife thou givelt me, for working out my 
Salvation, much Jefs mifpend it, :in-any. vicious or finful 
Courfe, Bee that I may behave my self alwaysas in thy 
cere Ba Prefence, 
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Prefence, and as reméembring» the great Account Iimuft 
one) Dayo.give up to:Thee,vand:T know motshow foon. 
-Grant itimay be my daily .Study,\to be in:iich Readi- 
-nefs; for my: latter End}/that:it) may never find me un- 
provided: forit: ‘At this; Time fandify;'1 befeech thee, 
-my <prefent)Condition ‘tome; and give imeyGrace to 
.makelaright Ufe of this, and all other thy Difpenfati- 
ons 3ithatif it fhall be:thy good Pleafurevto reftore. me 
to my'former; Health,:I. may lead the ‘Refidne: of my 
Life in,thy Fear, and) to. thy Glory. | Or elfe give me 
_Grace'fo to; take-thy | Vifitation, that after! this painful 
Life endeds:1 may dwell with thee: in Life everlafting, 
through Jefus;ChriftourLord.) Amenewion «© 2 
OLED hi Vs ‘PUIG I' LOnTOLS? 
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ry Fon I pray thee, that thy Grace may always pre- 
of pveot, and follow: me, and «make me continually 
‘to be.given to all good Works; through Jefgs Chrift our 
‘Lorde Amen Ps sf hifi , “edo yamid Pes 8 es 


Suvola yoUponia Recovery from Sicknefs- 3 
SO eto! AnwoMls well yds ai dlonilobLds 


Holy and moft Gracious Lord God,who art infinite- 

ly good to them that! put their Truft in Thee; J 
have not only learned by the hearing of the Bar, but my 
own late, betides former! Experience, has taught me, that 
thou,art abundant in Goodnefsiand Metey. Itis in thee I 
live, move,and have my Being: Aiid'thou haft ina parti- 
cular Manner exprefyd ‘thy’ Love\ to me, in Jifting'me 
up,from the ‘Gates of Death. Thou hatt brought my 
Soul ;from the Gravé; and sHaft kept iné alive, that 1 
Should hat go.down into’the Pit.’ ‘For this and: al] other 
thy suuadefer ved Favours; for: ever! bleffed be thy” hol 
dame. gdicarneftly: defire: that ‘my Heart may-be duly 
aficcted With ar Senfeof ghemy and that I may never dare 
Yrismiesezawis Mak yocvened youl Ioig Iod: Myer 
peviiwie s 
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\the Ue of the Sitk. 397 

. to abufé fuch tranfcehdent Lovingskindnef +: but what- 
ever Length thowaddeftito my Days; may be faithfully 
--fpentin obferving thy Laws, and ‘exalting: thy --Praife. 
am made whole:; make-me ‘alfo: ftri@ly watchful over 

- my felf, that! fin no more, leaft a.worfe Thing come 
unto me. Let the Confideration of the weak Conditi- 
on Ihave been in, have .fuich Influence upon my Mind, 
as that I may not dare to negleé, or defer any Part of 
my, Doty, left he fnatch’d away: before’ it ‘be finith’d. 
Adnow not how, foon I may; be reduc’d:to the fame; or 
.aworfe, Eftate; when: I: hall be “able todo very little 
for my felf. ,-Canfe me therefore,totake,Care ini Tie, 
to make my Calling and Ele¢tion fare,that fucha Vi- 
fitation may be no Surprize to me, nor may beable to 
terrify me with the Dread of an unhappy Death. As 
thou haft: given me a Space for Amendment, give me 
moreover a Heart carefully to amend, whatfoever is 
amifs.inrmes .Make me always. niindful how:frail lam, 
and ‘how unable.to ftand the,Shock of another Sicknefs, 
-whenfoever thou fhalt fend it, and to apply my felfin the 
mean Timeto do, what. it may be then too late to wifh 
Lhad done. Leto. one Sin ever have Dominion over me, 
Mor any ‘Temptation prevail againft me, or render me in 
_ any, wife regardlefs of the indifpenfable. Obligations I 
ftand in, to Thee, my moft loving. Saviour,.and Delive- 


er, Workin me both to.will, and to, do of thy good 
Pleafure. And whilft thowfeeft fit to continue me here, 
Jet every Day thou addeft to my Life,: bring me a'Step 
Nearer to. the Fruition of thine everlafting Glory. Grant 
__thisy O: Father, for. Jefus Chrift’s Sake, our only, Medi- 
ator.and Redeemer., Amen... ‘Bods ade 
et Veidh Gang mods aniiistalbely aot 13g 
WD Lefs the Lord, O my Soul, and forget not all his Be-. 
B nefits... Who redeemeth thy. Life. from. Deftrudi- 
on, and crowneth thee with Mercy and. Loving-kindnefs. 
I called upon theLord in my Diftrefs, and thou heard- 
flsoey and anfweredft my Requeft. Thou haft na 
bill nea 
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-ned’ thine Bar!to ‘me, and ‘art ‘become my Salvation. 
(May my Mouth bevalways filled with chy Praife. ‘And 
may my Gratitude farther fhew forth it felf by an uni- 
verfal Obedience to! thy Precepts; through Jefus'Chrift 
sourlord. Amen © mu Hot gen 


TO FIST Vis 4991 ay oh Lparl doeh 
FINO the’ bleffed and only Potentate, the King of 
00 fb) "Rings, ‘and Lord of Lords, who only hath limmor- 
tality, dwelling in that Light which no Man‘can ap- 
-proach unto, whem no’Man ‘hath feen, ‘nor can fee, ‘be 
‘Honour, and'Power éverlafting: Amen. fit OF 


oo» Dpow fending for the Phyfician. 

efidence, and of whofe abundant Mercy it is 
that | am now ia'the Land of the Living, though at pre- 
dent in 2 weak and languifhing Condition ; or, rhoygh at 
present Jeized with Sicknefs, faccour and relieve me for 
¢hy"Mercies Sake. | Tam defirons to make ‘ufe of fach 
IMeéanéias ‘thou |haft appointed, in order to a Recovery, 
thatt may not'feem any Way to flighe that Life, the 
hatkicondefeended to -beftow upon me, and hitherto t 
contine to mer And forafintch as thou haft ordat 4 
the-Phyfician for the Benefit of thofe who Janguifi un 
der! any "bodily Diftemper, T have refolvd to try his 
Skill in oxderto.a Gure. Buc my chief Hope is in’ Fhee. 
O be thou my Helper; for-without ‘Thee, vain 1s ‘the 
Help of Man. Diredt thy Servant to what may be pro- 
per for my Cafe; and let thy-Blefling accompany his Pre- 
fcriptions ; and give Succefs to them. | All the moft eff- 
cakios Methods of Cute are nothing of themfelves, “nor 
canwork farther than thou impowereft them. To T 
therefore Vaddrefs my self for thy Concurrence rich 
them. “It! is bat with Thee to {peak the Word, an 
thy Servant fhall be cheal’d. Ohmay ‘it-pleafe Fhee to 
boa 


O Mott eradious Lord God, on whom is all my Dé- 


iflue 


the Ufeof the Sick. 779 
iflue out thy Command, and it fhall not be in vain that 
1am about to ufe the Means thatthalisbe dire@ed. But _ 
never permit me to put my Truft in: whatfoever Medi- 
cine, but only in thy Blefliog, without which, all infea . 
-rior Affiftance will be found of no Advantage. Thou art 
po ati Phyfician, ‘that-alond can"ft effettually ‘remove 
all my Maladies,:' And. all other!Helps are but’ Ipftru- 
ments in! thyHand,) that work according to thy: good 
Pleafure: Be thoui with me, to guidgand affift, to bles 
and profper them, to thine own Glory, and che Wek 
fare of thine unworthy Servant, who here moft hunt 
| at to thee for Pity, through JefasChrift our Lord, 

ymoMe vook \ saiDelomd hed t\srdash tee ander deme, 
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f\ Lord, the Father‘of Mercies,’and God of all Con= 
“folation, our‘only Help in Time of Need ; I’'moft 
hombly fupplicate'thy Favour, to thy Faithful Servant 
labouring under'thy Correction. Lay’no «more upon me, 
_ that thou wilt ‘enable me to bear.” Confider my feeble 
mortal Conftitution, and prope ct my Diftemper to 
my Strength, that l may know how ‘to bear it, ‘witha 
true Chrittian Patience and Refignation te thy Divine 
Will. | Hearrmy Complaints, and rémove the Caufe of 
them, as fhall feem to thee moft expedient for me. Give’ 
a Biefling to’ what T now ‘take, in order to a Recover 
of ‘my loft’ Health. ° Be thou’ my ‘chief Phyfician; for 
thy Diredtion cannot -fail ‘me. And feeing I’ ‘put my 
whole Truft in Thee, vouchfafe of thy great Mercy, to 
_ adminifter to mein my Neceflity, and to grant me Eafe 
and Comfort, and Healthhere in this World, and to 
fit me for everlafting Life with Thee, and thy holy An- 
@els'and Saints in the World to come, through our Lord 
Jefus-Chritt. ‘Amen, ros PT EN a 
osiw | ste wias aN 
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>A, Lmighty and Everlafting God, ;whofelam,; and* — 
“f-\! whofe Laws J ought to have:faithfully obeyedsbut 
have moft vilely tranfgrefled them,throughout my whole 
Life. . For thefe my Abominations of whatever fort,’ I 
defire to, humble-my felf before Thee in the moft: fub- — 
miflive Manner, Cor, * whom. have heartily defired to ferve 
with Reverence and Godly Fear 5 though Iam grieved to think 
with what great Weaknefs and Imperfettion I have dane. tte 
Thefe my Failings I lament. and bewail before Thee: And 
much more my groffer Sins and Iniquities, whereby I have 
highly provok’d Thee againft my. own Soul.\:\ heartily de- 
teft and renounce them all, moft humbly befeeching 
Thee not to caft, me off by reafonof them. Hearken 
not to their Cry againft me, but to my bleffed Saviour’s 
Joterceffion for me, Wath them all,away with his moft 
precious Blood, that they may neither appear againft me — 
to my Shame and Sorrow here in this World, nor £9 
my. eternal Condemnation in the. other.;, Contider.my 
Contrition, accept. my Tears, aflwage my Pain, as fhall 
Seem to Thee moft.expedient for me;,..And forafmuch — 
as 4 put my, full Troft only in, thy,.Mercy,. impute not 
to me my. former, ‘Tranf{greflions,;. but ~ftrengthen, me 
with thy, bleffed Spirit, and Phair yey thou art pleas’ 
to take.me.hence, take me unto thy Favour, through — 


the Merits of-thy moft dearly beloved Son, Jefus Ghrigf 
Stel. oo: Tanig od bar dinimba 


Pre, bien WV. abs is Ij. bas urrtmeD bus 
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A Pa athe Phyfician, has already pafs’d; his Sentence, 
\_J and have no farther Expectation, or Hope of Be — 
nefit by his Miniftry ; and confequently am to look up- — 
on my felfas no longerdefign’d for this World, 1 with — 
theprofoundeft Humility entreat thy Pity, O Lord, in — 
ba ‘ Order @ 
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moft gracioufly: reconciled to:me: For ‘his Sake pardofi 
all my Sins; and fave’me for. thy Mercies Sakee If thon 
wilt thou'can’ft-yet raife: me up, and°grant me a longer Conti 
nuance heres - Bae forafinuch’ a§" i all-Appearance’ the 
Time of! my Diffolution draweth near,’ beftow/upon me 
thofe holy and ‘Heavenly Qualifications,:which may ‘fit 
me for my approaching Change. Gather every Root of 
Bitternefs out'of my Mind. | Refcue'mé from the Power, 
and defend me againft all the Wiles of the Devil. Mor- 
tifyiall the Remainders of the ‘Old Man in me ; and re- 
new ‘ne perfeétly in-the Inward Man-: Quicken, improve, 
and sincreafe every Spark of Grace that is in ‘me’; and 
make’ me.to be firch before thou'calleft me herice, as Ides. 
fite'to be thenceforward to al] Eternity, through Jefis 
Chrift our blefled Lord and Saviour... Amen. 
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vAm coming to Thee, fweet Fe/z; Open thine Arms 
to receive me gracioufly. “Thou. haft purehafed 
me to thy felf; faffer me not to fall fhort of all that Hap- 
pinefs thou died{t to: procure.for me. Withdraw fot 
thy Mercy from meat my laft Hour, when I have the 
greateft Need of it; and muft be-everlaftingly ruined 
without it. Let not the Enemy have any Advantage 
againft me in my Extremity, nor~ the Wicked ap- 
proach to hurt me. Give thy holy Angels Charge over 
me, that they may Condu& me fafely through the A | 
er @) 
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of Death; ‘and bring me-to thine everlafting Kingdoms — 
that there|l may fing inceflant Hallelajahs,. withthe — 
blefled: Choir of Saintsand. Angels for everniore.\ Armeity 


YisninI , & eve ‘ re | 4 


YI Leied. God; metciful. and: gracious, \What-gteat 
§). Things haft chou’ prepar’d for them that Jove thee; — 
_ Suclnas' Bye hasnot feen},nor Bar heard, and it hasinot — 


énter’d into thé, Fleatt.of Man to. conceive? Oh that I — 
may be admitted, to; taft of fach incomparable Bleffed: — 


nefs,!. It will be .a happy-Exchange.for, me to leave’ this 
World, and ail. its) mean, -tranfitory) Enjoyments, for 
the. meftimable. Glories that. ate, promis’d\at_ thy right 
Hiand,,, In firm Hope and. Expe@ation whereof, I com- 


mend.my, Soul! isto chy Hands; O Lord, thou God of — 


Froth Amen. > Eiver fo come Lord Jef, . 
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“When he apprehends him{lf about. to Expires — 

“tO, ny Hi 11 TO Pali fi} laethy am baste b DUB 
FAST thee, O. Tard; to deliver me... In thee, O Lord 


, a Fefus Chrift, my moft merciful Saviow and only Res 
deemer, an thee alone is all-my Truft.. Let me never be cons 
founded. -O,bleffed Fefu, Ti fat to thee for Mercy... Mercy, 


Or Lords, and Forgivene/s of my Sins, 15, what I moft bambly — 


7 


beg of thee. .O Ghrifts, fave mé. O God the’ Father, Son, and 
Holy Ghoft, O holy, bleffed, and glorious Trinity, Three Per- — 
fons, and one God, have Mercy upon me. Receive my Soul . 


into thy Hands. And for thy Mercies Sake place it in thy 


heavenly Kingdon; antong thy holy Angels-and' bleffed Saints. 


O Lord, bear me, and: be merciful tome. Inta thy Hands 


L commend my Spirits for thou haft redecmed me, O Lordy — 


thou God of Truth. Amen, O Lord..., Amen. 
For thofe about the Sick Pevfou. 


to 


L$ Thou, O God, art infinitely gracious to thy poor 
hy Xe Greatures, continually multiplying thy Lovings — 
kandyefles towards us from Day to Day, and from Year — 


cm ee, ee ee ee 
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to, Year, and haft requir’d us to be, loving: and.kind; to} 
each other; and.defire our Neighbour’s, Welfare as.our, 
own 5,1n an humble. Imitation.of this, thy Goodnefs,.and: 
Obedience) to, thy: Command, D here, beg Leave to, fup-; 
picate, thy Fayour;in, Behalf. of. all), thofe: who: attend, 
about my Bed, or. have in any, Refpettthe Trouble of 
aflifting me, now thatI know not;how.to| take Care. of; 
viele Recompence them, © Lord, all, the Goad that, 
they hayedone for me. . Be with themwhenfoever-they, 
fall come to be inthe, fame helple& Condition they; now 
temeins, and. fornifh . chem,at.that Time with; fach 
tender-hearted and careful Friends, fuch affeGionate Ree 
lations, and fuch Afliftance.of all Kinds, | that. they may. 
not want any of thofe neceflary Helps, which 1 have 
receiv’d from them. Andyin the mean Time, grant 
_ that by feeing me in this helplefs weak Eftate, they may 
bef eflectually admonith’d. of their.own Mortality, 
they, may, learn forthwith. to apply, themfelves. to .th 
Working out their Salvation with Care, and , Diligen Cj 
and fo may be always. prepar’d for: Sicknicf or, Deatl 
whenfoever thou fhalt, fend either of them: .. This.1, beg 
for them all, through Jefus Chrift, our Lord and. only Sa- 
viour. Amen. W519 6 693d cr Real sats bak 
subslwonds dijw sso Yo i WHOe 6 | lombrat 2d 
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Lord:God, Almighty,: who dwelleft inthe higheft 
O Heavens, and yet humbleft thy felf to behold 
thy worthlef$ Creatures here below, and difpenfeft thy 
Bleflings among them, as feems beft to thine infinite 
Wifdom ;.I:praife thee. for the. conftant Experience» 
haye-had of thy great Goodnefs to me all my Lifelong. 
And now that |.am going the Way of all Flefh; and 
muft be fpeedily gather’d to my Fathers, 1 not..only> de- 
fire to retain to my laft Breath, a thankfulRemembrance 
of this thy Loving-kindnefs; but beg Liberty, alfo. at 
the fame Time to intercede with thee,. for Met rate 
/ ehin 
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Behitid' mes" for Emy2Wife and Children, and other} 


Thy Bleflide’ is Incomparably the’ moft defirable Portion 


: L 


Fea leave’ them 


beftow upon them, ‘L.befeech thee} all Bleflinigs Spiritual 


ern a rep a - ale Al, ee Ty A in 

did Feinporal in’? Cheift Jefis: “Amen. 
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Veh thet in theit Bodies; End-blefs 
f°) ‘Sonly}’Blefs thenvih the Baskets and in the'Store, 
irtheir Going out, /and'in thei Comitg in, and’all the 
they put their Handsento: Bit dboye “all, ble “them 
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withthe choideft'Spititual Bleffings,: with a pure Heart, 
and (afound Mind/awith @ Contémpt ‘of the’ World, 


and a fure Truft 


in thee ; with a grateful'Senfe of ‘thy 


Kindnefs, and a Soul full of Love, with a Knowledge 
of thy Will, "and ‘aCare ‘to »perfornt it 3 With the Afli- 
ftance of thy Spirit, and Life eyerlafting, through Jefus — 
Chrift thy Son our Lord. <Amena. . ) 


ol! When under any firong Temptation. © ) 


- 


thefe terrible A 


anny 
| I. 
9 . 


and moft merciful Father, I moft? hums 


\ Heavenly | 
(..) bly ‘befeech Thee for thy Son’s’ fake Jefus Chrift 


, 


oir Lord, have%Mercy tipon me, and faccour me in 


ffauits ‘and Temptations of the ‘Devil. 


Deliver my Soul from all his Power and Craft. “Send 
ime Strength from above, that Imay retain my Inte ti- 


ty;-may refift the Enemy, and ftand ftedfaft in thisDay_ 


of 
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of Tryal. Be thou my Erene Rock and Caftle of De- 
fence ; that being preferved through thy Grace and Af 
fiftance, 1 may continue as | have. promifed, and as thou 
mayeft juftly expect me to be, thy faithful Souldier and 
Servant unto my Life’s End. ‘This I beg, O Lord, through 
the Merits, and for the Sake of thy dear Son Jefus 
Chrift our Lord. Amen . 
: il. 
Bar me, O Lord, for thy Loving-kindnefs is cor 
fortable. Turn thee unto: me according to the 
Multitude of thy Mercies, and hide not thy Face from 
thy Servant, when I am in Trouble. Oh haft thee, 
and hear me, draw nigh unto my Soul, and fave it; 
deliver me from my fubtle and outrageous Enemy. O 
Lord, my God, lighten mine Eyes, that ] fleep not in 
‘Death; left mine Enemy fay Ihave: prevailed again{t 
him. If I be caft down, they that trouble me will te- 
joice at it. But my Truft is in thy Mercy, and my 
Heartis joyful in thy Salvation» Oh never be ia 
to me; but hearken to my Petition, and hear me at all. 
_ Times, but) more efpecially in this my prefent Confli& 
‘with the grand Deftroyer of Souls and give me Caufe 
to praife and magnify thy Name, 'O Lord my God, for 
ever andever. Amen. 5 : 
God, who knoweft me to be fet in the Midft of 
O many, and great Dangers, that by reafon of the 
Frailty of my Nature, I cannot always ftand upright ; 
_ Grant me fuch Strength and Prote@tion as may fupport 
mein all Dangers, and carry me through all Temptati- 
ons, through Jefus Chriftour Lord. Amen... 


When tempted ta'Prefumption. 


A Lmighty and moft righteous God, who featcheft 


| the Hearts, and trieft the Reins, and rendeteft 
to every one according to his, Doings; take Pity, uport 


a & ; 
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me a guilty Sinner, and fuffer me not to prefume upon 
thy Mercy, whilft I retain an affection for any kind of 
Sin. I know thy Clemency and Compaflion are infi- 
nite, and thou art always ready to embrace a returning | 
Prodigal. And I cannot therefore Doubt of thy Par- 
don, were I duly qualified for it. But my only Dan- 
ger is, left my Sins have made too great a Separation, 
betwixt thee and thy poor Creature, for me to hope» 
any longer for thy Favour.’ Wherefore I humbly pray 

thee, to difcover me truly to my felf; and if there be 
any Way of Wickednef$ yet remaining in me, purge it 
away, that may be a fit Obje& of thy Fatherly Com-— 
miferation. Permit me not to encourage my felf in a_ 
groundlef§ Reliance upon thy Favour; whilft in the 
mean Time Iam really unqualified for it. But teach me 

ferioufly. and impartially to examine. my Heart and - 
Ways, before I venture to pafs fo eafy a Sentence up- 
on my felf.. Let not thy Patience to me hitherto work 
in me an Expedtation of future Happinefs, upon any 

other Terms than thofe of the Gofpel, that fo 1 may 
be induced to ftudy, how moft effeétually to make my 
Calling and Ele@tion fare; and to this End may fet my 
felf, confciencioufly and univerfally to obferve thy Com- 
mandments, allthe Days of my Life. Help me to re-— 
form all that is amifS in me, and to make fucha Progrefs _ 
in HolinefS, as that 1 may fafely depend upon thy — 
Mercy and KindnefS to me, here in this World, and 
may be for ever Happy with thee in the other, through 
the Metits of Jefus Chrift my only Saviour and Redeem-— 
er. Amen. j 4 .@ 

When iaclinvable to Defpair. 


: 

Almighty Lord God, the Father of our Lord Je-_ 

() fus Chrift, and in him of all thy faithful Servants 5 __ 
i am afhamed, and greatly confounded, to think that I 
fhould fem in any,wife to diftruft thy Goodnefs, after 
Thave had fiich abundant'experience of it, and after all 
the gracious Promifés thou haft made, to thofe who ask © 
‘any Thing according to thy Will. Yet! mult at 
that. 


y,. ew sa 


J 


. 
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that Fear, and a horrid Dread, have taken hold of me, 
left my Portion fhould be amongft the Reprobates, 
who are to be punifhed with everlafting Deftrucion 
_ from the Prefence of the Lord, and from the Glory of 
his Power. This Thought ftrikes me to the Heart, 
and Tam not able to bear up under the Weight of it. 
Do thou therefore fupport me with the Comforts of thy 
Holy Spirit. Speak Peace to my difconfolate Soul, and 
affure me thou art reconciled to mein the Son of thy 
Love; that thou art my Sun and my Shield at prefent, 
and wilt be my exceeding great Reward hereafter. For- 
give thefe my Doubts and Fears. And fo difpofe my 
Mind and confirm my Truft in thee, as that a Remem- 
brance of my Sins may*never incline me to defpair of 
thy Kindnefs, but on the other Hand may drive me 
to my Saviour, to fie for his Interceflion in my Behalf, 
and may put me upon an indefatigable Attendance upon 
my Duty, whereby to capacitate me for a fure Confi- 
dence in his All-fufficient Merits and Mediation. Do 
not only pardon all my Tranfgreffions for his Sake, ‘that 
fo Imay be for ever happy in thy Heavenly Kingdom, 
but convince me in the mean Time that thou haft done 
it, for my Satisfaction and Comfort, whilft I remain 
here below. Ilook upon it as one of Satan’s Stratas 
gems, to put me out of Heart, that he may prevent my 
_ earneft Endeavours to pleafe Thee. Do thou therefore 
enable me to reje@ this and all other his Motions, and 
fo to betake my felf to thee for Relief, and fo to obferve 
thy Holy Laws, as that thou mayeft caufe thy Face to 
fhine gracioufly upon me, and make me to rejoice in th 
Favour, both now and evermore, through Jefis Chri ; 
our Lord. Amen. ai 


When Weak and Languifhing. 
I. 

Merciful God, who for the Sins of Man didit 
O fend Death into the World, and Sicknef§ in order 
toit; behold my weak and languifhing Eftate, and ex- 

cle Selle a pe ‘ tend 
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tend thy Pity to me. Thon feeft to how low a Condi- — 
tion I am reduced ; and what will become of me, none : 
befides, thee knows... But thou art a God, who art full 
of Mercy and Compaflion ; and haft dire&ted me to call 
upon thee in. the Day of Trouble. This encourages me 
to cry to thee now for Help, whenlam notable to help — 
my felf.. Let me, O Lord, fee the Love ofa tender Fa- 
ther, in all thy Dealings with me; and more particu- — 
larly in this Exercife of my Patience. 1do not repineat ~ 
it, -but acknowledge ‘to thy Praife, that my Sins have — 
loudly called for it; and that thou of very faithfulnefs, — 
haft..caufed me to be.troubled. . Let this Confideration — 
make me truly fenfible of thy Kindnefs, and not only 
contented, but thankful for fuch thy Proceedings to- — 
wards me, in hope that the Sicknefs. of my Body may 
be forthe Health. of my Soul, and may be a Means of — 
promoting my Salvation in the great Day, of Account, ~ 
through our Lord. Jefus Chrift.. Amen. 


CEYS thou knoweft the Frailty of my natural Con- — 
QJ. ftitution, and how unfit 1,am.to contend. with a 

long, Difeafe ; be entreated to confider my Infirmity, and 
in.thy,dne Time.to,.relieve me, left my Patience be at — 
length tired ont, and fo I fall under thy heavy Difplea- 

fare,,.,Be not extream to mark what 1 have done amifs. 
Butin, the midft of Judgment remember Mercy, and * 
make,.me glad with the Joy of thy Countenance, lam _ 
intitely at thy Difpofal; canfe all Things to work toge~ — 
ther for my Good, that whether by Life, or Death, I _ 
may, glorify thy holy Name,through Jefus Chrift thy Son — 
our Lord. | Ament: : ; a 


When Troubled ewith acute Pains. 1d % 


Blefled ‘God, juft and holy,.who doeft not afhict — 
willingly, nor grieve the Children of Men ; with- — 

hold not thy Affitance from me in this my fharp and — 
dolorous Condition. . Thine Arrows ftick faitin me; — 
and thy Hand prefleth’me fore. 1am made to poflefs — 
[Moath, or] Days of Vanity, and wearifome Nights — 
7 are F 
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are appointed tome: When I'lie down, T fay, when. 
fhall I arife, and the Night be gone? And Tam ‘full: 
of Toffing to and fro unto the Dawning of the Day: lam 
feeble and fore fimitten ; I have roared’ for the very Dif 
quietnefS of my Heart. My Sorrows are enlarged, my’ 
Wound is great, and my Soul is full of Trouble.. And: - 
I have none to feek to fora Mitigation of my Pains, but:~ 
to thee, O Lord. I) freely owfi’ my'fuffering to "be far’ 
lef than I have deferved. © And ‘that they have not been’ 
far worfe than’ they are, is purely of thy Goodnefs.’ 
But yet fince they pierce deep, and are become almoft: 
too hard for me'to bear, 1 am forced to call to. thee for’ 
Aid, befeeching thee not to punifh me according. to 
mine Iniquities, but to fpare me for thy Mercies fake. 
Endue me with that Patience; which may enable ‘me 
readily to fubmit to’thy Chaftifement, and that hearty 
Repentance for all my Sins, which may invite thee to 
put an End to my Correction: ‘Lay ‘no more upon me 
than thou wilt capacitate me to bear. "’ My Soul melteth 
away for very Heavinefs ; comfort thou me, and let thy 
loving Mercy come unto me, O Lord; according to thy 
Word. Hear my moft humble fupplication according 
to thy Lovitig-kindnefs; and quicken me as thou art 
wont. Continue me under thy Rod,: only fo far as may 
be for thy-Glory, and my own Advantage. Sandtify ic 
to me whilft I feel the Smart of it, and am made to 
groan and figh by reafon of it 3) and :whenlits Work fhall 
be once done, (and Oh that it may not be long in doing!) 
remove it fromme, and give mea frefh Occafion to’ ré- 
joice in thy faving Health, through Jefus Chrift our,blef+ 
fed'Lord and Saviour.’ Amen. © ic oie a) ge maa 

Upon) cAbatement of ‘Pains 
| Give Thanks unto the Lord, for he is gracious, 
and his Mercy endureth for ever.’ I called upon 

the Lord in’ my Neceflity, and he hath heard me, and 
granted a Relaxation’ of my Pains. « Rven as a Father 
pitieth hisown Children, fo is the Lord merciful unto 
them that fear him. He knoweth whereof we-ar¢ 
7 Fre haeie hae ek eae OS ade, 
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made, he remembreth that we are but Duft, and can: — 
not fubfift, much lefs enjoy any Comfort or Eafe, with- — 
out his good Providence taking Care of us. Bleffed be © 


thy Name, O gracious God, and may my Soul], and all 


that is within me, laud and praife thee for the comfort- 
able Change I feel in my felf, and the Eafe and Refrefh- — 
ment thou haft granted me. The Sorrows of my Heart — 


were enlarged ; but now it is far otherwife with me. 


Thou haft in a great Meafure brought me out of my 
Trouble, which lay fo heavy upon me, and forced me to — 


make my Complaint to thee. What fhallI return unto 


thee, O Lord, for all the Benefits that thou haft done, 


unto me ? I will receive the Cup of Salvation, and will 


call upon the Nameof the Lord. I will praife thee, and. 
give thee Thanks in the beft Manner I am able, wilt — 


od ia! thy Power, thy Goodnefs, and thy FaithfulnefS, 
and will be telling of thy Salvation from Day to Day. 
While I live will I praife the Lord ; yea, as long as I 
have my Being, I will fing Praifes to thee, O God. And 


in my Diftrefs 1 will'always put my Truft in thee, who — 


haft vouchfafed at this Time to deal fo lovingly with me, — 


and J will conftantly join with the-Church in its ufual 
Doxology ; Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and 
to the Holy Ghoft ; As it was in the Beginning, is now 
and ever fhall be, World without End. Amen. 


When troubled ix Mind. 


Thou great Phyfician of Souls, I come unto thee 
for Relief, againft that heavy Preflure that lies 
fadly upon my Spirits at this Time. It is not 
without thy good Providence that fo dreadful a Calami- 
ty has befaiicn me. And asit js thy Vifitation I willing- 
ly fubmit to it, and fhail fet my felf to bear it without 
the Jeaft Repining or Difcontent. Though am diftref 
fed, and greatly affiGed ; yet I know it is thy Doing, 


and therefore to be born with an unwearied Patience. — 


It is alfo of my own procuring, and fo I have none to — 
blame for jt but my {elf, and thofe mine sek bid 4 
: vO 
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_ have-called forjits » Righteous.art thou, O Lord, juft is 
thy Judgment. . Yet with an-unfeigned: Refignation to 
thy Will, I find my felf conftrained, to) fupplicate thee 
for the Removal of it in thy due;Time,: that fol may be 
better able todo thee Service,' than I ‘am. at prefent. 
Thou, feeft the woful State liam in; how my Mind: is 
diforder’d, my. Thoughts are loofé and confufed, my Un 
derftanding is clouded, my. Affections: are ungovernable 
my whole Soulisout-of Tuné,| and|allmy Faculties'in:a | 
great meafure difabled for adue Attendance upon thy 
_ Worlhip, and the faithful Obedience Lowe to’ thy nioft 
holy Laws. , Gonvince:me hereby, how: weak ‘and. frail 
I am of my felf'; and in what. continual Need I ftand: of 
thy Help, without which I-can Difcharge none of the 
Offices for which I came into this World. If thou with- 
draweft my Breath, I die; if thou denieft me the Aff- 
{tance. of, thy Grace, I go on-Sinning, and am utterly 
undone ;, if thou takeft away my Contforts, I am fad and 
dejected, my Spirits droop, and, my, Heart waxes faint. — 
And to thee therefore, my only Refuge, I now betake 
my felf for Help... Refufe not to fpeak Comfort.to my 
difconfolate Soul; but vifit me with thy Salvation:, Shew 
forth thy marvellous Loving-kindnefs, thou that art: the 
Saviour of them who put their Truft,in thee. Reftore 
me to aright Ufeof my Faculties, aCompofire of Mind, 
and a Readinefs of Compliance. with thy Will, in. alk 
Things. Help,me to the Enjoyment of my felf, and of 
thy, Favour, and make me to hear.of Joy and Gladnefs, 
that the Bones, which thou haft. Broken may Tejoice: 
Save, Lord, and hear, O King of Heaven, when I call 
upon thee, through the Merits of thy only Son Jefus 
Chrift our Lord. Amen. | C 


For aWomanin Travel. 


diel ) I. | 
O Eternal God, thou Father of Lights, from whom 
: comes every good and perfed Gift, and who haft 
promifed to hearken to thofe that call upon thee in their 
Cc 4 Ne- 


® me : : 
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Neceflities , Hear the Supplication of thine Handmaid, — 


who feel my Travel coming upon me, and cry unto thee 
in the Anguifh of my Soul. Watch over‘ine for good 5. 
forgive my Sins ;.and/moderate my Pains, if it be thy — 


blefled Will.” As thow haft given me ‘a Power to con- 
ceive, grant me likewife Strength to*bring forth; and 
that I may be a joyful Mother of af or; of. another] 
Child, endued with a found and perfe& Body, compleat 
invall its Parts, and fitted for all its proper Operations, 
and with an Underftanding capable of knowing thee, 


eee 


and thy! Ways, and witha Will difpofed in due time to 
love and fear thee.»:| And grant:moreover, that it may — 


live to. ferve thee faithfully,’ and do Good in its Genera- 


tion, through Jefus Cliriftour'Lord. ° Amen: 
he ‘3 TL 


iy Feet the fatter: my Pangs come’ upon me, the © 


more beg thou wilt exert thy Strength for my 
Eafe, that I -be-not ‘overwhelmed with the Weight of 
them. Confider my Impotency, and fupport and’ deli- 


ver me.’ ‘Be not wanting to me now that‘trouble is hard — 


at Hand; '{or, lics heavy upon ‘me,} and I “have none 
that'can give me Eafe, orSafety, but thowalone. For- 
fake me not when my Strength faileth me, when my 
Spirits faint, and 1 cannot bear the Burden of my Sor- 


rows without thy Affiftance.’ Shew a’Token upon me — 
for good, that they'who are about nie‘may~ praife thy — 
Name, and may rejoice to fee that thou Lord, haft hol- 
pen me, and comforted me, thro’ our Lord Jefus Chrift, 


Amen,” 


» asigyiv' 203 dig 


1 Orgive my Sins, O Lord ; and purge out of me alt — 


Inclination to whatever fort of Wickednefs. Be — 


with me and the Child Mabour of, and grant, O Graci- 


ous Lord, that we may live to Praife and Honour thee. — 


Grant we may be thy faithful Servants here, and when- — 


foewer thou fhalt fee fit to’ take either’of us out of sthis 
Woarkd,be gracioufly pleafed to make ts’ Partakers of 


phine eycrlafting Kingdom, for the Love of jefus Chrife — 


! 
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our Lord ; to whom with thee’ and the Holy Ghoft be 
all Honour and Glory, now and for evér.” Amen.’ 


After Deliverance in Child-Birth. viol 


aA 

fae haft of thy great Goodnefs, G Lord, carried 
me fafely thro’ the great Pain and Peril of Child- 

Birth. And now’ [that Ihave recover’d fome Meafare 
of Strength after my “hard Labour,] Idefire to'pay’ my. 
moft humble Acknowledgments, and’ profoundeft Ado- 
ration, to thee my Saviour’ and Deliverer ! Lo-! Chii- 
dren; and the Fruit of the Womb,’ are an Heritage’and 
Gift that cometh of the Lord. ‘To thee therefore be the 
Praife, that another Child is'born into the World, thaé 
thou haft preferved me, its Mother, under the Sorrows 
with which I was encompafled ; and that’ thou haft refto- 
red me to fome Degree of Health at prefent, ‘and giveft 
me Hope of having it perfected in alittle Time, Tor, 
prefent Eafe, and the Hope of Rocovery.| ‘Goon, O Lord, 
to compleat and eftablith it, if it feem good in thy Sight, 
and may be for thy Glory. And incline my Heart to 
thew forth thy Praife, not only with my Lips, but by 
the Holtefs and Uprightnefs of my Life in all Refpeéts. 
Let a Senfe of thy Goodnefs.be always upon my Mind ; 
and raifeé in me fuch unfeigned: Love and Gratitudé to 
thee, that I may never ceafe, to found forth thy Praifés, 
through Jefus Chrift our Lord. » Anim) i) 
Be pleafed to continue, encreafe, and fandtify thy 
Mercies to thine unworthy Servant, that. F may 

live to thy Honour, by whofe good) Providence alone 
itis that I live at all. Perfect what:thou haft thus far 
wrought in me, and fo eftablifh my Health, as that I 
may be fitted to praife and ferve Thee. Preferve’ me 
from the Power of the Tempter, and the Corruption 
of mine own evil Heart, that I mifpend none of ‘the 
ime thou granceft me for better Purpotts, ap 
Wiow 
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whole Stady may be to obferve thy Statutes, and, to be 


every Day improving in my Obedience to them. Lead 
me by thy Counfels here, and hereafter receive me into 
Glory, through our Lord Jefus Chrift. _Amieu. 


Il. 

ND caft an Eye of Pity upon my poor Infant, who 
A is not able to pray for it felf; and fince thou haft 
brought him [or, her] into.the World, may it pleafé 
thee to-preferveh init, that he [or, fhey}may be an 
ufeful Inftrument of thy Glory, by ferving thee faithful- 
ly, and doing goodin h_ Generation: Granth the 
Benefit of Baptifmal Regeneration, that being born in 
Sin, and a Child of Wrath, it may be renewed and 
made aChild.of Grace, and being received into.Cove- 
nant with thee, may be ftédfaft in Faith, joyful through 
Hope, and rooted in Charity ; and may fo pafs through 
the. Waves of this troublefom World; that finally it may 
come to the Land of everlafting Life, there to reign 
with thee; World without End, through Jefus Chrift 
thy Son, our blefled Lord and Saviour. _Amen. . 


For aYoung Peron that is Sick. 


| I. 
@) God, whofe never failing Providence ordereth all 

. Things both in Heaven and Earth, though thou 
haft laid thy Hand upon me, and caft me upon the 
Bed of Sicknefs, yet neverthelefs my Hope is, and fhall 
be in thee. Be thou my Deliverer, and Cure my Di- 
feafe which lies fo hard upon me. Spare me I befeech 
thee ; and take me‘not away before] am come to Years 


of Difcretion, and to a right Underftanding of thine . 


infinite Love ‘to me, and the Love and’ Duty I owe to 
thee. May it pleafe thee to reftore me to my fortier 
Health ; and give me Grace to fpend what Time thou 
fhalt allow me more, to thofe great Ends for which 
thouialloweft it. . Or elfe take me to thy felf into thofe 

bil | ~» blefled 
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bleffed, Regions, whither my Saviour Chrift is gone be- 
fore, to Reign with thee in Blifs and Felicity. This I 
beg for the fake of the fame thy Son, Jefus Chriz our 
Lord. Amen. : sie irs -o'rglt | tals 


II. 

_YEar me, O God, and be merciful unto me; Oh re- 
member not the Sins and Offences of my Youths 
but according to thy Mercy, think thou upon me, O: 
Lord, for thy Goodnefs.. If thou wilt, thou canft-make 
me whole; or if thou calleft me hence, thou canft make 
me happy. Difpofe of me as fhall feem beft in thy Sight; 
and prepare me, I befeech thee, for whatfoever thou 
defigneft for me. Thou art my Helper and Redeemer: 

Make no long tarrying, O my God. Amen. | 


For one of Middle-eAge. 


. Almighty and everlafting God, thy Goodnef&S to 
C me has, been wonderful in giving me aBeing, 
in preferving me hitherto, in fupplying me with the 
Neceflaries of this Life; but efpecially and above all, 
in giving thine only begotten and dearly beloved Son, 
to become Incarnate, and Suffer, and die in my ftead, 
to open a Paflage for me to another and better State. 
And though thy Hand lies heavy upon me at prefent, I 
cannot doubt but it isin Mercy, and for my Good. For 
which Reafon I befeech thee to fandtify it tome, thatit 
may be a Means of weaning my Affections from this fhort 
Life, and its tranfitory Enjoyments, which I plainly fee, 
are utterly unable to preferve either Life, or Health, 
when thou calleft for it; and muft certainly leave thofe 
in a helplefs Condition, who have nothing better to truft _ 
to. Let it alfo make me truly fenfible of the rea] Value of 
that Health I now want, and of all the other Bleflings 
thou haft given me to partake of, and put me upon per- 
fecting my Repentance, before it be too late. | am at this 
Time in the Prime of my Age and Strength, but as eafily 
to be cut down by thy Hand, as the Grafs by the Hand 
of the Mower. Suffer me not to fet my Affections 
| upon 
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upon any Thing here below, but upon the eternal En- 
_ joyment of thee, and thine ineftimable Rewards in 
Heaven: Nor to reckon upon the wonted Vigour of. 
my Age, but upon my prefent Inability, and the Near- 
nefs I am poffibly in to Death, and a future State. Teach 
me a perfe& Submiffion to thy holy Will, that I may ac- 
count of Life, only as an Opportunity of doing thee far- 
therService ; and may ufe it, whilft continued to me, to 
be in a great Readinefs for Death, that whenfoever that 
comes, I may receive its Summons without ‘Surprize, 
and may willingly quit all that I have here, to depart 
and be with Chrift, which is far better. “My Time at 
beft is fhort; but if thou art pleas’d to make it fhorter 


than might have been expected, by taking me away in. 


the mid{ft of my Days; 1 commit my felf into thy 
Hands, to do with me as feemeth thee good. Only I be- 
feech thee, remove me not hence, till thou fhalt have fit- 
ted me for a better and more lafting State, through Jes 
fus Chrift my only Saviour and Redeemer. Amen. * 


For One ob at is grown Old. 


WE Life, O Lord, draws towards: a’ Conclufion 5 
AV By and I efteem my felfas one of thofe that are go- 
ing‘down to the’ Grave’, and confidering the Years | 
have already lived, I'cannot think it ftrange, if 1 fee 
no! more good Days in this World. Others that are 
youliger! may Die quickly; but 1 know affuredly that 
b mult ‘besgone in’ a very little Time. The Thread of 
my Life wears off apace, fo that 1) cannot’ but fuppofe 
it°to -be near an Bnd. The: Number of my Days is 
already extended beyond that of my Contemporaries, 
moft of whom are gone before me, and 1 am not -fo 
vain!as'to imagine, that 1 can berexempt from that 
Mortality; which is the common Fate of all Men. ~ Be- 


fides,» this SicknefStis:a frefh AZemento to me, to put » 


mésim Mini of the’tottering State of my earthly Ta- 
bernacle; and thatl) know not how {fpeedily it may 
poflibly “be difloly’d.) Wherefore my great Care 2 84 
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fee, that my Peace be made with. thee, before, I go 
thither, whence there is no Returning. Help meI be- 
feech thee, to do it fo fuccefsfully, as that I may always 
have my Loins girt, and my Lamp burning, and be like 
thofe who wait for the coming of the Bridegroom, ina 
Readinefs whenfoever thou fhalt call for me, whether it 
be at the Cock-crowing, or in the Morning, or perhaps. 
this very Evening. Let thy Time be mine, that when- 
ever Death appears, it may not find me unprepar’d, to 
receive it as thy Meflenger, to condué& me hence. In 
a long Courfe of many Years, I have committed Multi- 
tudes of Sins, whereby I have contraéted a heavy Load 
of Guilt, and muft be irrecoverably undone without thy 
Pity. But with thee, O Lord, there is Mercy that thou 
mighteft be feared ; and with thy Son is plenteous Re- 
demption. For his Sake forgive me all my paft Tranf 
greflions, and enable me to fpend what little of my Life 
is yet remaining, in thy Fear, and to thy Glory. Cleanfe 
and purify me, that I may have no terrifying Guilt. ad- 
here to me, to make me afraid of my latter End. Streng- 
then me by thy Grace and holy Spirit, to fight out the 
good Fight of Faith, that continuing thine to the laft, 
and being faithful whilft | live, I may be eternally faved 
after Death, through the Merits of Jefus Chrift our 
Lord. Amen. nf . 


For Oue that has deferred his Repentance. ; 


Blefled, and Holy Lord God, who wouldf not 

any fhould perifh, but that all fhould come .to 

| Repentance, Be merciful to mea guilty Sin. 
ner, who have long neglected my Duty to thee, and 
mine own main Intereft; till my Sins are gone over 
my Head, and areas a fore Burden, too heavy for me 
to bear. Enter not into Judgment with thy Servant ; 
for in thy Sight fhall no Man living be juftified. And 
if no Man, not the beft of Men, and the moft righ. 
teous, much lefs fo vile a Sinneras I have been. I have 
provok’d thy Divine Majefty, by a long Series of Wick- 
ednefs, 

\ 
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ednefs, for which thou mighteft juftly have long fince 
cit me off, and given me my Portion among the De- 


vils and damned Spirits. But blefled be thy Name, 


thou haft exercifeda great deal of Patience and Long- 
fuffering towards me. And I hope it is not in vain that 
thou haft'thus gracioufly born with me. For I am now 


fully convinced of my own Folly, and the Evil of my 


Ways, and do repent, and abhor my felf in Duft and 
Afhes. Do not thou abhor me too,nor fhut up thy Bowels 
of Compaffion from me. Behold me not as an obftinate 
Sinner, but as one for whom Chrift has died, and 
as a Penitent heartily grieved for my paft Difobedience, 
and earneitly defirous both of thy Pardon, and of Grace 
to walk more holily for the future. It is much too long 
that I have deferr’d my Amendment and Reformation ; 
but by thy Blefling and Affiftance, 1 am fully refolv’d to 
doit no longer. Help me to put thefe good Refoluti- 
ons in Praétice, renouncing all my moft beloved Sins, 
and earneftly endeavouring to be upright and unblame- 
able in all manner of Converfation; that to Day, whilft 
it is called to Day, I may hear thy Voice, and never 
more dare to harden my Heart againft it. I know not 
what a Day may bring forth; and for this Reafon am 
not willing to truft to To-morrow, when poflibly it may 
be too. late for me to think of Repenting to Salvation, 
Turn thou me, good Lord, and fo fhall I be turned 5 
but do it, | befeech thee, immediately, and out of Hand. 
Turn me from all mine Iniquities, and make me to ferve 
thee acceptably with Reverence and godly Fear. Make 
me heartily afhamed of my UndutifulnefS and Difobe- 
dience hitherto, that I fhould have dared to offend fo 
good and gracious a God, and ftirup my Heart to ferve 
thee better for the time to come; that denying al! Un- 
godlinefs and Worldly Lufts, 1 may live righteoufly, 
fobetly, and godly in this prefent World. Loofe me 


from al! the Bonds of my Sins; and condu& me to 


everlafting Life, through Jefus Chriftour Lord. Amen. 


For. 
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For one that is not duly Grieved for his Sins, 


A Gainft thee, O Lord, have I finned, and done Evil 
in thy Sight; and what fhall I now fay unto 
thee ? I defire to be deeply humbled for all my undu- | 
tiful Carriage towards Thee. But to my Shame] find, 
that lam not fo duly affected with my Guilt and Fol- 
ly, as I ought tobe. I have highly offended thee, and 
miferably endanger’d my own Salvation; and though I 
fee and know this, yet I find by fad Experience, that 
_ Tam not fo throughly grieved at the Sight of my Sins, 
‘as were to be wifh’d, and as I truly defire’ to be. 1 
hope there is no Sin that has its full Dominion over me3 
none that Ido not unfeignedly long and ftrive to fhake 
‘off, and free my felf from it, fo far as I fhall be able. As 
I alfo moft earneftly defire and beg the Forgivenefs of 
~ them al}. Only I am concern’d and amaz’d that J fhould 
not be more fenfibly griev’d at the Confideration of 
them. ‘Touch my Soul, O bleffed God, with fuch an 
affecting Perception of my Wickednefs, that I may con- 
tinually Jament and bewail it; that Rivers of Tears may 
run down mine Eyes, becaufe I have not kept thy Law, 
and I may mourn in fecret for my Tranfgreflions, may 
confefs mine Iniquities, and be more heartily forry for 
my Sin, even witha Sorrow that may bring forth a Re- 
pentance to Salvation, that is never to be repented of. 
O Lord, who caufedit Water to flow out of the Rock 
“of Stone, break this ftony Heart of mine, or rather take 
it away from me, and give me inftead of it a Heart of 
Flefh, capable of thofe Impreffions, that a guilty Con- 
fcience is wont to makeupon a returning Penitent. Make 
“me to loath my Sins; and my felf becaufe of them; and 
to humble my felf before thee, and in the moft fub- 
‘miflive manner to fupplicate thy. Grace and holy Spi- 
rit, to lead me in the Way of Life, and never to give 
over tilll fhall have obtain’d a Blefling, through Jefus 
Chrift our Lord. Amen. 


Upon 
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\  Upor-a | Relapfe into’ Sin. 


() Lord God Almighty, juft and true, thou only So- 
ACS vereign of the World, on whom is all my Depen- 
dence, and from whom is all my Hope and Expectation 3 
lam afhamed and.blufh to appear before thee, feeing I 
have of late fo highly offended thy Divine Majefty. 1 
know not how to lift up mine Eyes unto Heaven, but 
am forced with the humble Publican, to fmite upon my 
Breaft, and call; wpon thee to be merciful to mea Sin- 
ner. I have finned-againft. thee. from Time to Time, 
and aggravated my-Sins with many heinous and dread- 
ful, Circumftances, whereby to.render them fo much 
the more provoking. And though I have refolv’d, and 
pronites and. vow’d an Amendment, yet have I again 

roken my Faith, and relapfed. into my former Guilt, 
and thereby cut my felf off from all Right to thy Promi- 
“fes.. And what canI now plead for my felf ? from the 
Bar of thy Juttice I fly to the Throne of thy. Mercy, be- 
feeching thee to be favourable to me, becaufe thou de- 
dighteft.in Mercy 5 and not let me be miferable, though 


Ihave taken the ready Road to Mifery. I have perver- | 


ted my Ways, and run upon Deftrution with my Eyes 
open. And though I cannot.fay I have quite forgotten 
thee my God, yet | muft acknowledge to my own Sorrow 
and Shame, that.J have offended thee more heinoufly by 
fianing againft thee, when I knew my felf in thy Pre- 
fence, and when I was fully convinced how evil and bit- 


tera Thing Sin, is, how extreamly. difpleafing to Thee, . 


_and,of what pernicious Confequence to my felf; and had 
profefsd, and.often Times taken, the Sacrament upon it, 
that.l would ferve thee faithfully. all my Days. My Con-« 
_ Acienceaccufes me; my Heart condemns me; and thou 
-whoart greater than my Heart, and knoweft all Things, 
gnay’it juftly {top thine Ears, when Icry unto thee in 
the Anguifh of my Soul. Ihave finned againft Heaven, 
and before thee ; and am no, more worthy to be call’d 
thy Son. Ihave finned againft the Light of the Gof- 
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- pel, and thine infinite Love to me ;, againft. the age 
of thy Threatnings,,the Charms of, thy Mercy, the Re- 
bukes of thy Spirit, and the Checks of my own Confci- 
ence ; againft my folemneft Vows. and Engagements; 
and when, I had. fully.purpofed an.Amendment. . Yetis — 
not my Sin.too gteat for. thee to: pardon, or toremove 
from me, that } never more repeat it. If thou wilt thou, 
_ canft make me whole again. . And the more my Wicked« 
nefS has abounded, the more therefore let thy Grace 
and Good-will abound. Abfolve me from the Guilty :delie 
ver me from tbe Power, cleanfe. me from the Pollution, fave 
me from the Punifhment, of this and all other my, Offences; 
reconcile me to thy felf hete, and crown, me with im= 
mortal Glory hereafter; through Jefus Chrift thy Son, 
our only Mediator and Redeemer. Amen. . >... 
For a Right Ufe of the Good Things of this World: 
Hou, O-Lord, art the Father of Mercies, and thé 
i fole Author of all the Bleffings I am’ now, or 
have at any Time been Partaker of ; Let me never have 
Gaufe to-repent,. that thou haft beftow’d the fame up- 
‘onme. Vouchfafe me fach aright Notion, and Efteeni 
of all éarthly Privileges arid Enjoynients, that I may 
never be brought under the Power of any ‘of them; 
but may conftantly ufe that, Portion of them thou 
conferreft upon me, with Temperance, and Sobriety, 
and Charity, for the Time they are contintied to me; 
and with a ready Difpofition of Mind to part with them; 
whenfoever thou fhalt fee fit to {trip mé, either of the 
whole, or of any Part of them; and with fuch Hea- 
venly-mindednefs, and an Eye fo immoveably fix'd; up- 
On the tinconceivable Rewards of the other State, that 
I may never dare to fet thefe in Cémpetition with themé 
ncline my Heart to aconftatit Solicitude for another Life; 
and a Care to Jay up to my felf Treafure in Heaven, by a 
gore Improvement of what evet enjoy hete below. Gratit 
may nevet be high-mifided; hor ttuft im uncertain 
Riches, but ih Thee the living God, who gives us all 
Things richly to enjoy, ney, be rich in good Wotks; 
| Da 
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T amnecellarily to make for: an f 
thon’d hence. . Work ih me both-t6 will, aid to do, of 
thy goed Pleatore, that Yo 1 may tye fb al holy Conver 
fation.and Godlinefs,. and may pats: 
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fest wondrous Things ‘of thy Taw. Enlighten my — 
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the future, humble «under. thy, Chaftifements;, devout:in 
thy Service; thankful forjall,thy;Mercies, fearful.to dit 
pleafe |thee,.and)defirous above all ‘Things to approve 
my felf to.thee. Remind.meof my-Duty; toany, Neigh- 
bour, that I may love him as my felf, and do ‘to all 
others, as1 would they fhould do to me, being obedient 
toimy Goverhars;;whether; Spiritnal or Temporal yre- 
{pectfal to my: other,Superiorss Loving and, Useful,, fe 
Obliging tomy Hquals\;; Affable,.and) Courteous... to, my 
Inferiors.;;Juft to all,; and,Gharitable and, Adiftant. to 
thofe that arein Need. And put me upon,a diligent 
Watch over my felf, that I indulge no unreafonable 
Luft or. Paflionyy nd/Vice, on Uramdrality \of; any, Ki ree 
but may be progreflive in Goodnefs, may cleanfe my felf 
from all-my;Defilements,:and may,aim at,being, Holy as 
he, which bas-galled'me-is/Holy.),. Thus.J befecch thee; O 
Gracious God,,to.grant, that, 1, may ;botl perceive and 
know, what Thiags. 1 jought ,to.do, and alfo,may have 
Grace _and Power, faithfully, to fulfil che. fame, .thyough 
Jefas-Chrift our,Lond. Ameite oojoo ) sooheade ope 


baud g 
"3 a beh evoiders form My io ai wT: ton enw } wy 
(fy iGod; the’ my Spirit ;be willing, yet the Flefh is 
r ) weak,) and, Lean -do,no good, ‘Thing without thy 
Alliftance:+;Do; thou ftrengthen me. by. thy. good; Spi- 
ait, to bear.up) againft all, the. Oppofition that fhall be- 
fall. me in the Performance, of, my Duty, whether from 


_ Men or Devils. | Let, no Temptation, be: too. powerful, 


‘for me to; withftand it with Courage, and: an undaunted 
Refolution to, proceed,.in my ‘Integrity... Noutifh all 
ythe Seeds of Grace thatare;fown in my Heart, and 
omake.'them fruitful unto .every.,good Wordand Work. 


-Let.my Light, fo fhine before.Men, that; they may, fee 


vmy\good Works; and glorify, thee my Father who. art 


inHeaven. ; Make.;me a faithful Steward: of.all thofe 


Taleats wherewith thou:jhaft entrufted “me,. for the 
Good either; of; my felf or others, that I may, not) be 
\afraid to give wp my Accounts; when the, Lord fhall 

come to reckon,.with me. Giye me the encreafe. of 

: f | Dd2 - ‘Faith, 
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Faith, Hope, and Charity, and all other Chriftian' Graz 
ces; and that 1 may obtain that which thou doft pro- 
mife, make me ever to Jove that which thou doft com= 
mand, through Jefas’Chrift our Lord.' Amen 
inaibade grind orn oxob itod ade blapw J 
(™\ Thou God of Peace, fanétify ‘me wholly 5) and ‘I 
“pray thee, that. my whole Spirit, and Soul, and 
Body;’ may be’ preferved Blamelefs, unto the Coming of 
our Lord Jefus Chrift; to whom be Glory for eyer and 
ever. Amen. 3 aI SOT | 


eA General Thank{giving for Mercies receiv'd. | 
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Pritiras and moft Joving Father, the Father of 
‘Mercies, and God of all Confolation, There pro- 
ftraté my felf at thy Feet, humbly acknowledging thy ; 
Bounty and Goodnefs to me, defiring to blefS and praife 
‘thy holy Name, both now and for evermore, for fuch 
thine abundant Loving-kindnefs. - It'was of thine own | 
good Pleafure, that thou at firft gaveft me a Being, © 
when J was not: It is of thy moft gracious Hand over 
me, that] am {till preferved in it, notwichftanding ail — 
the Dangers to which lie continually expofed. Through — 


thy immenfe Patience and Compaffion towards metam 


, 


now on this fide the Grave, and everlafting Milery ; for 
] have deferv'd nothing of thee, but thy heavy Wrath, — 
and implacable Indignation. Yet doit ‘thou not failto » 
mulriply thy Bleflings upon ‘me from Day to Day, Ble 
fings both Spiritual and Temporal, for this Life andin — 
order to a better. ‘Praiféd be thy Name, O Lord, for — 
that thou haft dealt thus lovingly with me ; While) live 
will f praife the Lord, yea, as long as | have any Being, 
] will fing Praifes to my God. My Mouth fhall fhew 
forth thy RighteoufnefS and Salvation all the Day long, : 
for f know ‘no End thereof. Blefled be the Lord my Go a 
“who only doth wondrous Things. “And’blefled be the — 
Name of his Majefty for eyer: And all the Earth fhall 
be fil’d with bis Majefty. Amen, Anite. > : 


‘the Ufe of the'Sicks hog 


Il. &% by 

J ‘Hou art worthy, O Lord, to receive Glory, and 
Honour, and. Power; for thou’ haft created: all 
: Things, and for thy Pleafure they are, and were’ 
created. May Men and Angels never ceafe to Worthip 
and Adore thee, and Laud and Magnify thy blefled Name 
for thine infinite Goodnefs to all the Sons of Men. Aé for 
_my felf, it fhall be my conftant Study,’ to‘exprefS my un- 
feigned Gratitude, for the innumerable Benefits [ have re- 
ceiy'd from thy Bounty. Which are as great, as they are 
every Way undeferv’d, and fo call for.the utmoft Returns 
of Duty and Thankfulnefs to the Author of them. All 
Praife, all Glory be to thee for my Creation, Prefervation, 
and all the Bleflings of this. Life; for my Health and 
Strength, my Reafon and Underftanding, my Peace and 
Quist of Mind, my Credit and Reputation, the Plenty of 
outward good Things wherewith thou haft blefltd me, 
my Friends and Relations, and Benefaétors, or whatever 
tends to make my Being here Comfortable. It is all ow- 
ing to thee alone, And to thee therefore be the Praife 

throug iout all Ages. “4men, # SRE AOR TE 1g 
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‘FD UT above all, may my Soul, and all that is within me, 
‘ID Glorify thee, O Lord, for that moft gracious Provifi- 
on thou. haft vouchfafed to make for me, in order to a 
better Life, when this fhall havean End. For my Re- 
demption by the Death.and Paffion of iy bleffed Saviour 
for the glad Tidings of the Gofpel, which not only hath 
brought Life and Immortality to Light, and fhewn us 
the Way toit, now open’d through his: Merits,to all 
that duly endeavour after it, but has moreover informed 
‘us what Duty is requir’d in order to it, and how we muft 
‘be qualified before we ‘can be Partakers of it;, for the De- 
fcent of the Holy Ghoft upon the Apoftles at. Fernfa- 
fem on the Day of Pentccoft , for the glorious Effeét of 
that Defcent in the fpeedy and miraculous Propagation. 
of Chriftianity through the World ; for that Affiftance 
which is yet contipu’d to my felf and others, for ena- 
bling us to walk worthy of- the Vocation wherewith we 
arecall’d ; for thy Word and Sacraments; for the sch = 
: ? ples 
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ples of thy Saints. and Martyrs, of the holy Apoftles, 
and above all of our bleffed Lord himfelf, who was made 
like.to. us in all Things, Sin only excepted; and forall 
the Means of Grace, and Hopes of Glory that we enjoy 
through him. Oh, that J could praife thee as l-ought, 
for thefe thine unfpeakable Mercies; and as the bleffed 
Spirits above praife thee ; that as Heaven and Earth are 
full of the Majefty of thy Glory, fo my Heart and my 
Mouth, may be duly filled with thy Praife, who att the 
Author of this Good to me.! However, fo far_as my 
refent State will admit of it, will not refrain my Tongue 
Pe proclaiming thy wondrous Works, 1 will give 
Thanks unto thee, for that thou haft.done;. and will hope 


in thy Nameall the Days of my Life. - Aen. 


Fe a Senfe, I befeech thee, O Lord, of thefe ’thy 
great. Mercies be conftantly fix’d in‘my Mind, ‘and 
fo deeply. rooted and fettled there, as that I may ne- 
ver make thee any unequal Returns for them; but ‘alt 
the Powers:of my Soul may exert themfelves to ‘fet 
forth thy Glory. Fill my Mind with fuch unfeigned Gra- 
tituie to thee, as may never ceafe to fhew forth it felf, 
not meerly by a bare Return of Praife, but likewife by 
the Holinefs and Uprightnefs of my Converfation. Make 
aié to‘beiin the Fear of the Lord all the Day, long, « 

niver let itenter into my Heart, 'to) do any Thing ub- 


worthy of fuch.exceflive Goodnef:toime; but that may — 


perfeaily:love thee, and worthily magnify thy holy Name, 
through Jofus‘Chrift our Lord. Amen. meiqrish 


ay siwed) ‘nil Vai rorrresl I adzaoid 
ig ¥Oly, ‘holy; holy; Lord God oof Hofts, Heaven and 
bf: Earth "are full-of thy Glory.’: Glory, be to thees.@ 
Aerdiot-high Bileffing, andiGlory, and Wifdom, and 
- “Thank(giving, and Honour, and Power, and Might, be 
unto our'God for ever and ever. Amen. 1 lo wor 
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